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Resolution 5

a. That it is the opinion of this Conference that persons living in polygamy be not admitted to

baptism, but that they be accepted as candidates and kept under Christian instruction until

such time as they shall be in a position to accept the law of Christ.

Voting: For 83; Against 21.

b. That the wives of polygamists may, in the opinion of this Conference, be admitted in some

cases to baptism, but that it must be left to the local authorities of the Church to decide

under what circumstances they may be baptized.

Voting: For 54; Against 34.
Resolutions Archive from 1897

1897.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1908

1908.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1920

1920.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1930

1930.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1948

1948.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1958

1958.pdf

Resolution 120

The Family in Contemporary Society - Polygamy

(a) The Conference bears witness to the truth that monogamy is the divine will, testified by the

teaching of Christ himself, and therefore true for every race of men.

(b) It acknowledges that the introduction of monogamy into societies that practice polygamy

involves a social and economic revolution and raises problems which the Christian Church has as

yet not solved.

(c) The Conference urges upon Church members the continuance of thorough study and earnest

prayer that God may lead his Church to know the manner of its witness and discipline in this issue.

(d) The Conference, recognising that the problem of polygamy is bound up with the limitations of

opportunities for women in society, urges that the Church should make every effort to advance the

status of women in every possible way, especially in the sphere of education.

(e) The Conference further requests His Grace the President to refer this problem to the Advisory

Council on Missionary Strategy.
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Resolution 23

Marriage Discipline

The Conference recognises that polygamy poses one of the sharpest conflicts between the faith

and particular cultures.

The Church seeks to proclaim the will of God in setting out the clear implications of our Lord's

teaching about marriage. Hence it bears witness to monogamous life-long marriage as God's will

for mankind.

The Conference believes that such marriage alone bears adequate witness to the equal sanctity of

all human beings which lies at the heart of the Christian revelation; yet recognises that in every

place many problems concerning marriage confront the Church.

The Conference therefore asks each province to re-examine its discipline in such problems in full

consideration with other provinces in a similar situation.
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Resolution 26

Church and Polygamy

This Conference upholds monogamy as God's plan, and as the ideal relationship of love between

husband and wife; nevertheless recommends that a polygamist who responds to the Gospel and

wishes to join the Anglican Church may be baptized and confirmed with his believing wives and

children on the following conditions:

(1) that the polygamist shall promise not to marry again as long as any of his wives at the time of

his conversion are alive;

(2) that the receiving of such a polygamist has the consent of the local Anglican community;

(3) that such a polygamist shall not be compelled to put away any of his wives, on account of the

social deprivation they would suffer;

(4) and recommends that provinces where the Churches face problems of polygamy are

encouraged to share information of their pastoral approach to Christians who become polygamists

so that the most appropriate way of disciplining and pastoring them can be found, and that the

ACC be requested to facilitate the sharing of that information.
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