Lambeth Morals

Some topics were transferred from this general category to subsidiary categories:

· Sanctity of Life

· Abortion

· Contraception

· Euthanasia

· Family Size Planning

· Genetics

· Sexual Relations and Behavior

· Sex Education

· Sexually Transmitted Diseases

· Marriage

· Marriage Counseling

· Divorce

· Polygamy

· Prostitution

· Pornography

· Homosexuality

Topics remaining in this file have not been isolated because of the few number of items in remaining categories.  This does not mean they are less important.  These include:

· Drugs and Alcohol

· Gambling

· Marriage Discipline, Denial of Holy Communion

· Purity

· Sexual Abuse

· Sex Trafficing of Children and Women

· Race Based Trade (Today includes slavery for labor or sex, race targeted sale of drugs, intoxicants, tobacco, substandard foods and goods, race targeted employment in hazardous industry)

· Social Rescue Work

Resolutions Archive from 1888

1888.pdf

Resolution 3

That this Conference earnestly commends to all those into whose hands it may come the Report

on the subject of Purity, as expressing the mind of the Conference on this great subject.

Voting: carried unanimously.
Resolutions Archive from 1897

1897.pdf

Resolution 23

That this Conference desires to give expression to its deep sense of the evils resulting from the

drink traffic on the west coast of Africa and elsewhere, and of the hindrance which it presents not

only to the development of native Churches, but also to the acceptance of Christianity by heathen

tribes.
Resolutions Archive from 1908

1908.pdf

Resolution 3

Whereas our Lord Jesus Christ and his Apostles made it of first importance that the Church's

ministers should be men of spiritual character and power, full of faith and of the Holy Ghost; and

whereas our Lord has taught us to pray to the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth labourers

into his harvest; this Conference desires to emphasise the need of more earnest prayer on the part

of the Church generally, especially at the Ember seasons, that God would call and send forth such

men to the work of the ministry.
Resolution 50

The Conference holds that it is the duty of the Church to press upon governments the wrong of

sanctioning for the sake of revenue any forms of trade which involve the degradation or hinder the

moral and physical progress of the races and peoples under their rule or influence.
Resolution 51

The Conference, regarding the non-medicinal use of opium as a grave physical and moral evil,

welcomes all well-considered efforts to abate such use, particularly those of the government and

people of China, and also the proposal of the government of the United States to arrange an

International Commission on Opium. It thankfully recognises the progessive reduction by the

Indian government of the area of poppy cultivation, but still appeals for all possible insistence on

the affirmation of the House of Commons that the Indian opium traffic with China is morally

indefensible. It urges a stringent dealing with the opium vice in British settlements, along with due

precautions against the introduction of narcotic substitutes for opium.

Finally, it calls upon all Christian people to pray for the effectual repression of the opium evil.
Resolution 76

Every opportunity should be welcomed of co-operation between members of different

Communions in all matters pertaining to the social and moral welfare of the people.
Resolutions Archive from 1920

1920.pdf

Resolution 72

Problems of Marriage and Sexual Morality

Bearing in remembrance the example of our Lord, and the prominent place that he gave in his

ministry to protecting the weak and raising the fallen, the Conference deplores the common apathy

of Church people in regard to preventive and rescue work*, and urges on bishops, clergy, and all

Christian people the duty of taking a more active share in this essential part of the Church's life.

*That is, in relation to sexual delinquency.
Resolution 79

Social and Industrial Questions

The Conference notes with deep interest the prohibition by the will of the people of the sale and

manufacture of intoxicating drinks in the Republic of the United States of America, and of their sale

in most of the provinces of Canada, and commends this action to the earnest and sympathetic

attention of the Christian Church throughout the world. The Conference urges members of the

Church in other countries:

1. to support such legislation as will lead to a speedy reduction in the use of intoxicants;

2. to recognise the duty of combating the evil of intemperance by personal example and

willing self-sacrifice.
Resolutions Archive from 1930

1930.pdf

Resolution 23

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Race

The Conference affirms that the guiding principle of racial relations should be interdependence and

not competition, though this interdependence does not of itself involve intermarriage; that the

realisation in practice of human brotherhood postulates courtesy on the part of all races towards

one another, co-operation in the study of racial relations and values, and a complete avoidance of

any exploitation of the weaker races, such as is exemplified in the liquor traffic among the natives

of Africa and enforced labour for private profit.

The Conference urges that the presence of Asiatic and African students at western universities

affords an opportunity for promoting friendliness between different races, and asks that Christians

should try to create such a public sentiment that these students may be received with sympathetic

understanding and enabled to share in all that is best in western social life.

Resolution 30

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Peace and War

The Conference recognises with thankfulness the efforts made by the League of Nations to control

the drug traffic, and calls upon all Christian people to pray and to labour, as they have opportunity,

that measures may soon be devised, both by national and international action, which will

effectively limit the production, manufacture and sale of dangerous drugs, particularly opium,

cocaine and their derivatives, to the amounts required for scientific and medical purposes.
Resolutions Archive from 1948

1948.pdf

Resolution 44

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference draws attention to the grave moral and social evils that have arisen in many lands

through the prevalence of gambling on a vast scale. In view of these evils we urge that no Church

organisation should make money by gambling. We deprecate the raising of money by the state or

by any organisation through sweepstakes and similar methods, however good may be the object

for which the money is raised; and we warn men and women of the danger of acquiring the habit of

gambling, which has led in so many cases to the deterioration of character and the ruin of homes.
Resolution 96

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

Confirmed members of the Church who marry contrary to the law of the Church, as accepted in the

provincial or regional Church to which they belong, should be regarded as subject to the discipline

of the Church in respect of admission to Holy Communion. Their admission to Holy Communion

lies within the discretion of the bishop, due regard being had to their own spiritual good and the

avoidance of scandal to others. It is important that the practice within each province or regional

Church in this matter should be uniform. We restate Resolution 11(b) of the Lambeth Conference

1930, as follows:

That in every case where a person with a former partner still living is remarried and desires to be

admitted to Holy Communion the case should be referred to the bishop, subject to provincial or

regional regulations.
Resolution 98

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

The Conference earnestly warns members of our Communion against contracting marriages with

Roman Catholics under the conditions imposed by modern Roman canon law, especially as these

conditions involve, among other things, a promise to have their children brought up in a religious

system which they cannot themselves accept.
Resolution 99

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

The Conference stresses the importance of building up a sound Christian tradition of family life in

the younger Churches of the Anglican Communion, and therefore urges their members to observe

loyally the marriage canons and rules of their provinces or dioceses.
Resolutions Archive from 1958

1958.pdf

Resolution 126

The Family in Contemporary Society - Gambling, Drunkeness, and the Use of Drugs

The Conference draws attention to the widespread and growing reliance on undesirable and

artificial means of responding to the restlessness of our present age, and to the resulting

weakening of family life. It utters a warning against the dangers implicit in gambling, drunkeness,

and the use of drugs, and calls for renewed teaching of responsible and disciplined standards of

behaviour.
Resolutions Archive from 1968

1968.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1978

1978.pdf

Resolution 11

Issues Concerning the Whole Anglican Communion

The Conference advises member Churches not to take action regarding issues which are of

concern to the whole Anglican Communion without consultation with a Lambeth Conference or

with the episcopate through the Primates Committee, and requests the Primates to inititate a study

of the nature of authority within the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 18

Public Ministry of the Bishop

The Conference affirms that a bishop is called to be one with the Apostles in proclaiming Christ's

resurrection and interpreting the Gospel, and to testify to Christ's sovereignty as Lord of lords and

King of kings. In order to do this effectively, he will give major attention to his public ministry.

Reflecting the ministry of the prophets, he will have a concern for the wellbeing of the whole

community (especially those at a disadvantage) not primarily for the advantage or protection of the

Church community. The bishop should be ready to be present in secular situations, to give time to

the necessary study, to find skilled advisers and to take sides publicly if necessary (in ecumenical

partnership if at all possible) about issues which concern justice, mercy, and truth. Members of the

Church should be prepared to see that the bishop is supported in such a ministry.
Resolution 34

Anglican-Roman Catholic Marriages

The Conferences welcomes the report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission on "The

Theology of Marriage and its Application to Mixed Marriages" (1975).

In particular we record our gratitude for the general agreement on the theology of Christian

marriage there outlined, and especially for the affirmation of the "first order principle"* of life-long

union (ie. in the case of a breakdown of marriage). We also welcome the recognition that the

differing pastoral practices of our two traditions do in fact recognise and seek to share a common

responsibility for those for whom "no course absolutely consonant with the first order principle of

marriage as a life-long union may be available."

We also endorse the recommendations of the Commission in respect of inter-Church marriages:

(1) that, after joint preparation and pastoral care given by both the Anglican and Roman Catholic

counsellors concerned, a marriage may validly and lawfully take place before the duly authorised

minister of either party, without the necessity of Roman Catholic dispensation;

(2) that, as an alternative to an affirmation or promise by the Roman Catholic party in respect of

the baptism and upbringing of any children, the Roman Catholic parish priest may give a written

assurance to his bishop that he has put the Roman Catholic partner in mind of his or her

obligations and that the other spouse knows what these are.

We note that there are some variations in different regions in the provisions of Roman Catholic

directories on inter-Church marriages. We nevertheless warmly welcome the real attempts of

many Roman Catholic episcopal conferences to be pastorally sensitive to those problems arising

out of their regulations, which remain an obstacle to the continued growth of fraternal relations

between us. In particular, we note a growing Roman Catholic understanding that a decision as to
the baptism and upbringing of any children should be made within the unity of the marriage, in

which the Christian conscience of both partners must be respected. We urge that this last

development be encouraged.

The problems associated with marriage between members of our two Communions continue to

hinder inter-Church relations and progress towards unity. While we recognise that there has been

an improved situation in some places as a result of the "Motu Propio," the general principles

underlying the Roman Catholic position are unacceptable to Anglicans. Equality of conscience as

between partners in respect of all aspects of their marriage (and in particular with regard to the

baptism and religious upbringing of children) is something to be affirmed both for its own sake and

for the sake of an improved relationship between the Churches.
Resolutions Archive from 1988

1988.pdf

Resolution 28

Sexual Abuse

This Conference:

1. Expresses deep concern about the frequency of domestic violence and the sexual abuse of

children.

2. Asks Christian leaders to be explicit about the sinfulness of violence and sexual abuse whether

of children or adults, and to devise means of providing support for the victims and perpetrators of

such exploitation to enable them to break the cycle of abuse.

3. Reaffirms the traditional biblical teaching on the value of the human person who, being made in

the image of God, is neither to be exploited nor abused.
Resolutions Archive from 1998

1998.pdf

Resolution I.3

Justice for Women and Children

This Conference resolves that each member Church represented make an intentional effort to:

(a) discover the ways in which women and children are affected and victimised by the political,

economic, educational, cultural or religious systems in which they live;

(b) discover the ways in which criminal elements of our societies victimise and exploit women and

children;

(c) praise the level of public (local, national and international) awareness about such abuses; and

(d) work toward eliminating abuses through co-operation with existing groups such as ECPAT

(End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism) and the monitoring agencies of the United Nations and

World Council of Churches.
