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Resolution 93

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

The Church has a primary duty in the pastoral care of those who are married or are about to be

married, not less than in the exercise of discipline for upholding Christian standards. To this end:

(a) regular and systematic instruction of the congregation on the meaning and responsibilities of

marriage, and particular preparation of engaged persons, should be regarded as a normal pastoral

duty in every parish, and all parish priests should be equipped for these tasks; and

(b) Church people should be urged to co-operate in the valuable work in education, guidance, and

reconciliation done by many marriage guidance councils and other similar bodies, which uphold

Christian standards of marriage.
Resolution 95

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

Mindful of the needs of those who are in deep distress and claim the Church's sympathy, the

Conference urges that provincial and regional Churches should consider how best their pastoral

responsibility towards those who do not conform to our Lord's standard can be discharged.
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Resolution 114

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference welcomes, with thankfulness, the increasing care given by the clergy to

preparation for marriage both in instructing youth, through confirmation classes and other means,

and also immediately before marriage.

It urges that the importance of this ministry should continue to be emphasised and that special

attention should be given to our Lord's principle of life-long union as the basis of all true marriage.
Resolution 117

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference welcomes the growth of marriage guidance councils, which prepare people for

marriage and assisting in maintaining a stable married life. It recommends that the clergy and

Church people of mature faith and with the right qualifications should be encouraged to offer

themselves for training as counsellors. It believes that such counsel, given as a Christian vocation

by well-trained Christian husbands and wives, is a volunteer service of great value, makes an

important contribution to the community, and deserves government support.
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Resolution 34

Marriage and Family

This Conference:

1. Reaffirming the 1978 Lambeth statement on marriage and the family, calls the Churches of the

Anglican Communion to ministries that prepare couples for marriage, sustain them throughout their

lives together with the spiritual, pastoral, and community life of the Church and, in the face of

increasing stresses, encourage and support them with the resources of the Church as an extended

family.

2. Recognises that the same range of pressures no less affect clergy marriages and families and

recommends that each diocese identify some means of providing confidential counselling and

support services for clergy families; 3. Noting the gap between traditional Christian teaching on
pre-marital sex, and the life-styles being adopted by many people today, both within and outside

the Church:

(a) calls on provinces and dioceses to adopt a caring and pastoral attitude to such people; (b)

reaffirms the traditional biblical teaching that sexual intercourse is an act of total commitment

which belongs properly within a permanent married relationship; (c) in response to the

International Conference of Young Anglicans in Belfast, urges provinces and dioceses to plan with

young people programmes to explore issues such as pre-marital sex in the light of traditional

Christian values.

4. Recognising the political, economic and social pressures on family life: (a) affirms the family in

its various forms, as the fundamental institution of human community; (b) calls our Churches to the

development of support systems for families at every level within the Church and to the advocacy

of public policies supportive of family life; (c) commends in particular the developing Family

Network inaugurated by the Anglican Consultative Council and encourages participation in the

continuing educational and pastoral work of the Network; (d) recognises that these pressures

serve to diminish the economic wellbeing and status of women, welcomes the World Council of

Churches "Decade for Solidarity with Women," and encourages dioceses to consider how they

might through their theological, structural and pastoral approaches help to achieve a fuller

recognition of the contribution and status of women in the Church and society.

5. Affirms that effective ministries to families and to individuals, who are thereby enabled to

experience the Church as an extended family, are signs of life and hope and are central to

evangelism that proclaims and models the oneness that Christ wills for all people.
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Resolution III.10

Marriage and Family Life

This Conference, recognising the need for the Church to respond to the destructive pressures on

the integrity of marriage and family life on behalf of the families in our care and noting that the local

congregation bears a serious responsibility for giving counsel about the Christian understanding of

marriage and family life -

a. endorses the summary report of the International Anglican Family Network (IAFN

Newsletter - July 1998);

b. affirms that the local Christian community should give such counsel; and

c. believes that the institutions charged with training people for and in Christian ministry must

include in their programmes thoughtful and practical courses to prepare clergy and laity to

give counsel and encouragement in Christian marriage and family life in the congregations

where they serve.
