Lambeth Marriage

Resolutions Archive from 1867

1867.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1878

1878.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1888

1888.pdf

Resolution 4

a. That, inasmuch as our Lord's words expressly forbid divorce, except in the case of

fornication or adultery, the Christian Church cannot recognise divorce in any other than

the excepted case, or give any sanction to the marriage of any person who has been

divorced contrary to this law, during the life of the other party.

b. That under no circumstances ought the guilty party, in the case of a divorce for fornication

or adultery, to be regarded, during the lifetime of the innocent party, as a fit recipient of the

blessing of the Church on marriage.

c. That, recognising the fact that there always has been a difference of opinion in the Church

on the question whether our Lord meant to forbid marriage to the innocent party in a

divorce for adultery, the Conference recommends that the clergy should not be instructed

to refuse the sacraments or other privileges of the Church to those who, under civil

sanction, are thus married.
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Resolution 25

National and local Churches are at liberty to adopt native forms of marriage and consecrate them

to a Christian use, provided that:

a. the form used explicitly states that the marriage is life-long and exclusive;

b. the form is free from all heathen and idolatrous taint;

c. provision is made for the due registration of the marriage, and for other formalities

according to the law of the land.
Resolution 37

The growing prevalence of disregard of the sanctity of marriage calls for the active and determined

co-operation of all right-thinking and clean-living men and women, in all ranks of life, in defence of

the family life and the social order, which rest upon the sanctity of the marriage tie.
Resolution 40

When an innocent person has, by means of a court of law, divorced a spouse for adultery, and

desires to enter into another contract of marriage, it is undesirable that such a contract should

receive the blessing of the Church.

Voting: for 87; against 84.
Resolution 43

The Conference expresses most cordial appreciation of the services rendered by those medical

men who have borne courageous testimony against the injurious practices spoken of, and appeals

with confidence to them and to their medical colleagues to co-operate in creating and maintaining

a wholesome public opinion on behalf of the reverent use of the married state.
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Resolution 39

Missionary Problems

It is of very real importance that the marriage law of the Church should be understood and

administered as far as possible consistently, in all parts of the Anglican Communion, and the

Conference commends to the consideration of the Church the suggestions of the Committee on

Missionary Problems dealing with this subject which have been made after consultation with

experts, and are contained in their Report.
Resolution 66

Problems of Marriage and Sexual Morality

Recognising that to live a pure and chaste life before and after marriage is, for both sexes, the

unchangeable Christian standard, attainable and attained through the help of the Holy Spirit by

men and women in every age, the Conference desires to proclaim the universal obligation of this

standard, and its vital importance as an essential condition of human happiness.
Resolution 67

Problems of Marriage and Sexual Morality

The Conference affirms as our Lord's principle and standard of marriage a life-long and

indissoluble union, for better or worse, of one man with one woman, to the exclusion of all others

on either side, and calls on all Christian people to maintain and bear witness to this standard.

Nevertheless, the Conference admits the right of a national or regional Church within our

Communion to deal with cases which fall within the exception mentioned in the record of our Lord's

words in St. Matthew's Gospel, under provisions which such Church may lay down.

The Conference, while fully recognising the extreme difficulty of governments in framing marriage

laws for citizens many of whom do not accept the Christian standard, expresses its firm belief that

in every country the Church should be free to bear witness to that standard through its powers of

administration and discipline exercised in relation to its own members.
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Resolution 10

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

The Conference believes that in the exalted view of marriage taught by our Lord is to be found the

solution of the problems with which we are faced. His teaching is reinforced by certain elements

which have found a new emphasis in modern life, particularly the sacredness of personality, the

more equal partnership of men and women, and the biological importance of monogamy.
Resolution 13

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

The Conference emphasises the truth that sexual instinct is a holy thing implanted by God in

human nature. It acknowledges that intercourse between husband and wife as the consummation

of marriage has a value of its own within that sacrament, and that thereby married love is

enhanced and its character strengthened. Further, seeing that the primary purpose for which

marriage exists is the procreation of children, it believes that this purpose as well as the paramount

importance in married life of deliberate and thoughtful self-control should be the governing

considerations in that intercourse.
Resolution 14

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

The Conference affirms:

1. the duty of parenthood as the glory of married life;

2. the benefit of a family as a joy in itself, as a vital contribution to the nation's welfare, and

as a means of character-building for both parents and children;

3. the privilege of discipline and sacrifice to this end.
Resolution 19

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

Fear of consequences can never, for the Christian, be the ultimately effective motive for the

maintenance of chastity before marriage. This can only be found in the love of God and reverence

for his laws. The Conference emphasises the need of strong and wise teaching to make clear the

Christian standpoint in this matter. That standpoint is that all illicit and irregular unions are wrong in

that they offend against the true nature of love, they compromise the future happiness of married

life, they are antagonistic to the welfare of the community, and, above all, they are contrary to the

revealed will of God.
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Resolution 92

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

Faced with the great increase in the number of broken marriages and the tragedy of children

deprived of true home life, this Conference desires again to affirm that marriage always entails a

life-long union and obligation; it is convinced that upon the faithful observance of this divine law

depend the stability of home life, the welfare and happiness of children, and the real health of

society. It calls upon members of the Church and others to do their utmost by word and example to

uphold the sanctity of the marriage bond and to counteract those influences which tend to destroy

it. It is convinced that maintenance of the Church's standard of discipline can alone meet the

deepest needs of men; and it earnestly implores those whose marriage, perhaps through no fault

of their own, is unhappy to remain steadfastly faithful to their marriage vows.
Resolution 94

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

The Conference affirms that the marriage of one whose former partner is still living may not be

celebrated according to the rites of the Church, unless it has been established that there exists no

marriage bond recognised by the Church.
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Resolution 112

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference records its profound conviction that the idea of the human family is rooted in the

Godhead and that consequently all problems of sex relations, the procreation of children, and the

organisation of family life must be related, consciously and directly, to the creative, redemptive,

and sanctifying power of God.
Resolution 114

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference welcomes, with thankfulness, the increasing care given by the clergy to

preparation for marriage both in instructing youth, through confirmation classes and other means,

and also immediately before marriage.

It urges that the importance of this ministry should continue to be emphasised and that special

attention should be given to our Lord's principle of life-long union as the basis of all true marriage.
Resolution 121

The Family in Contemporary Society - The Christian Family
The Conference commends, as an aid to better teaching about marriage and home life, the

following summary of the marks of a Christian family. Such a family:

(a) seeks to live by the teaching and example of Jesus Christ;

(b) joins in the worship of Almighty God on Sundays in church;

(c) joins in common prayer and Bible reading, and grace at meals;

(d) is forgiving one to another, and accepts responsibility for one another;

(e) shares together in common tasks and recreation;

(f) uses abilities, time, and possessions responsibly in society;

(g) is a good neighbour, hospitable to friend and stranger.
Resolution 122

The Family in Contemporary Society - The Christian Family

The Conference believes that a most important answer to the crushing impact of secularism on

family life lies in a return to the discipline of family prayer and in a faithful common Christian life in

the household. It urges that the clergy work towards this end by teaching both the privilege and the

means of such worship, and of Bible reading, in which fathers should take their due place with

mothers and children as members and ministers of a worshipping community.
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Resolution 10

Human Relationships and Sexuality

The Conference gladly affirms the Christian ideals of faithfulness and chastity both within and

outside marriage, and calls Christians everywhere to seek the grace of Christ to live lives of

holiness, discipline, and service in the world, and commends to the Church:

1. The need for theological study of sexuality in such a way as to relate sexual relationships to that

wholeness of human life which itself derives from God, who is the source of masculinity and

femininity.

2. The need for programmes at diocesan level, involving both men and women,

(a) to promote the study and foster the ideals of Christian marriage and family life, and to

examine the ways in which those who are unmarried may discover the fullness which God

intends for all his children;

(b) to provide ministries of compassionate support to those suffering from brokenness within

marriage and family relationships;
(c) to emphasise the sacredness of all human life, the moral issues inherent in clinical

abortion, and the possible implications of genetic engineering.

3. While we reaffirm heterosexuality as the scriptural norm, we recognise the need for deep and

dispassionate study of the question of homosexuality, which would take seriously both the

teaching of Scripture and the results of scientific and medical research. The Church, recognising

the need for pastoral concern for those who are homosexual, encourages dialogue with them. (We

note with satisfaction that such studies are now proceeding in some member Churches of the

Anglican Communion.)
Resolutions Archive from 1988

1988.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1998

1998.pdf

