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Resolution 13

That this Conference receives the Report drawn up by the Committee upon the Critical Study of

Holy Scripture, and commends it to the consideration of all Christian people.
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Resolution 3

The Christian Doctrine of God

We affirm the supreme and unshaken authority of the Holy Scriptures as presenting the truth

concerning God and the spiritual life in its historical setting and in its progressive revelation, both

throughout the Old Testament and in the New. It is no part of the purpose of the Scriptures to give

information on those themes which are the proper subject matter of scientific enquiry, nor is the

Bible a collection of separate oracles, each containing a final declaration of truth. The doctrine of

God is the centre of its teaching, set forth in its books "by divers portions and in divers manners."

As Jesus Christ is the crown, so also is he the criterion of all revelation. We would impress upon

Christian people the necessity of banishing from their minds the ideas concerning the character of

God which are inconsistent with the character of Jesus Christ. We believe that the work of our Lord

Jesus Christ is continued by the Holy Spirit, who not only interpreted him to the Apostles, but has

in every generation inspired and guided those who seek truth.
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Resolution 1

The Bible

The Conference affirms its belief that the Bible discloses the truths about the relation of God and

man which are the key to the world's predicament and is therefore deeply relevant to the modern

world.
Resolution 2

The Bible

The Conference affirms that our Lord Jesus Christ is God's final Word to man, and that in his light

all Holy Scripture must be seen and interpreted, the Old Testament in terms of promise and the

New Testament in terms of fulfilment.
Resolution 3

The Bible

The Conference affirms that Jesus Christ lives in his Church through the Holy Spirit according to

his promise, and that the Church is therefore both guardian and interpreter of Holy Scripture;

nevertheless the Church may teach nothing as "necessary for eternal salvation but what may be

concluded and proved by the Scripture."
Resolution 4

The Bible

The Conference gratefully acknowledges our debt to the host of devoted scholars who,

worshipping the God of Truth, have enriched and deepened our understanding of the Bible, not

least by facing with intellectual integrity the questions raised by modern knowledge and modern

criticism. It also acknowledges the Church's debt to the men and women in our universities,

colleges, and schools who by their teaching and example inspire new generations to love the

Scriptures.
Resolution 5

The Bible

The Conference welcomes every sign of the revival of Bible study within the common life of the

Church. It calls on all Church people to re-establish the habit of Bible reading at home, and

commends the growing practice of group Bible study.
Resolution 6

The Bible

The Conference recognises with gratitude the dominant place which the Anglican Communion has

always given to the Holy Scriptures in all its public worship. It welcomes in the contemporary

liturgical revival the growing realisation of the close relation of word and sacrament.
Resolution 9

The Bible

In view of the lack of understanding which can develop in consequence of the different thought and

language of the Bible and the modern world, the Conference urges Christian scholars and leaders

to co-operate with men of science and other kinds of modern learning in the study of their

respective modes of thought and speech.
Resolution 10

The Bible

The Conference believes that the presentation of the message of the Bible to the world requires

great sensitiveness to the outlook of the people of today, and urges that imaginative use be made

of all the resources of literature, art, music, and drama, and of new techniques appealing to eye as

well as to ear.
Resolution 11

The Bible

The Conference welcomes the new translations of the Scriptures in many languages, and would

encourage our people to give all possible support to those societies whose concern is the

distribution of the Scriptures to all lands. Much still remains to be done in this field and the need is

urgent.
Resolution 12

The Bible

In light of the previous eleven Resolutions the Conference invites the Churches of the Anglican

Communion to engage in a special effort during the next ten years to extend the scope and

deepen the quality of personal and corporate study of the Bible.
Resolution 122

The Family in Contemporary Society - The Christian Family

The Conference believes that a most important answer to the crushing impact of secularism on

family life lies in a return to the discipline of family prayer and in a faithful common Christian life in

the household. It urges that the clergy work towards this end by teaching both the privilege and the

means of such worship, and of Bible reading, in which fathers should take their due place with

mothers and children as members and ministers of a worshipping community.
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Resolution 25

An Anglican Doctrinal Commission

The Conference endorses the proposal suggested in Resolution 8 of the third (Trinidad, 1976)

meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council, to set up an inter-Anglican theological and doctrinal

advisory commission, and asks the Standing Committee of the ACC to establish the commission

with the advice of the primates, and the primates and provinces, by whatever means they feel

best, to review its work after a period of not more than five years.
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Resolution 18

The Anglican Communion: Identity and Authority

This Conference:

1. Resolves that the new Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission (or a specially

appointed inter-Anglican commission) be asked to undertake as a matter of urgency a further

exploration of the meaning and nature of communion; with particular reference to the doctrine of

the Trinity, the unity and order of the Church, and the unity and community of humanity.
2.(a) Urges that encouragement be given to a developing collegial role for the Primates Meeting

under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates Meeting is able to

exercise an enhanced responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters.

(b) Recommends that in the appointment of any future Archbishop of Canterbury, the Crown

Appointments Commission be asked to bring the Primates of the Communion into the process of

consultation.

3. Resolves that the Lambeth Conference as a conference of bishops of the Anglican Communion

should continue in the future, at appropriate intervals.

4. Recommends that regional conferences of the Anglican Communion should meet between

Lambeth Conferences as and when the region concerned believes it to be appropriate; and in the

event of these regional conferences being called, it should be open to the region concerned to

make them representative of clergy and laity as well as bishops.

5. Recommends that the ACC continue to fulfil the functions defined in its Constitution (developed

as a consequence of Resolution 69 of the 1968 Lambeth Conference) and affirmed by the

evaluation process reported to ACC-6 (see "Bonds of Affection," pp 23-27); in particular to

continue its consultative, advisory, liaison and communication roles within the Communion (and to

do so in close co-operation with the Primates Meeting).

6. Requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion, to

appoint an advisory body on Prayer Books of the Anglican Communion. The body should be

entrusted with the task of offering encouragement, support and advice to Churches of the

Communion in their work of liturgical revision as well as facilitating mutual consultation concerning,

and review of, their Prayer Books as they are developed with a view to ensuring:

(a) the public reading of the Scriptures in a language understood by the people and instruction of

the whole people of God in the scriptural faith by means of sermons and catechisms; (b) the use of

the two sacraments ordained by Christ, Baptism with water in the threefold name, and Holy

Communion with bread and wine and explicit intention to obey our Lord's command; (c) the use of

forms of episcopal ordination to each of the three orders by prayer with the laying-on of hands; (d)

the public recitation and teaching of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds; and (e) the use of other

liturgical expressions of unity in faith and life by which the whole people of God is nurtured and

upheld, with continuing awareness of ecumenical liturgical developments.

Primates' Meeting Anglican Consultative Council On 1 above: If there is the possibility of ordination

of women bishops in some provinces, it will throw into sharper focus the present impaired nature of

communion. It is a matter of urgency that we have a further theological enquiry into and reflection

on the meaning of communion in a trinitarian context for the Anglican Communion. Such an

enquiry should relate to ecumenical discussions exploring similar issues. This, more than

structures, will provide a theological framework in which differences can be handled.

On 2 above: We see an enhanced role for the Primates as a key to growth of inter-dependence

within the Communion. We do not see any inter-Anglican jurisdiction as possible or desirable; an

inter-Anglican synodical structure would be virtually unworkable and highly expensive. A collegial

role for the Primates by contrast could easily be developed, and their collective judgement and

advice would carry considerable weight.

If this is so, it is neither improper nor out of place to suggest that part of the consultative process

prior to the appointment of a future Archbishop of Canterbury should be in consultation with the

Primates.

On 3 above: We are convinced that there is considerable value in the bishops of the Anglican

Communion meeting as bishops, both in terms of mutual understanding and as an effective agent

of interdependence.

On 4 above: Regional issues need regional solutions. Regional conferences can also provide for

wider representation.

On 5 above: We value the present work of the ACC. We do not see, however, that it ought to move

beyond its present advisory role.

On 6 above: Concern for how the Church celebrates the sacraments of unity and with what

consequences is a central expression of episcopal care and pastoral oversight in the Church of

God. As bishops of the Anglican Communion we have a particular responsibility for securing those

elements in worship which nurture our identity and unity in Christ and which therefore have an

authority for us as Anglicans. (A parallel but significantly different resolution has been proposed by

the Anglican Consultative Council: Resolution 12 of ACC-7.) (See further paras 113-152 of the

Report on "Dogmatic and Pastoral Concerns.")
Resolution 64

Human Rights for Those of Homosexual Orientation

This Conference:

1. Reaffirms the statement of the Lambeth Conference of 1978 on homosexuality, recognising the

continuing need in the next decade for "deep and dispassionate study of the question of

homosexuality, which would take seriously both the teaching of Scripture and the results of

scientific and medical research."

2. Urges such study and reflection to take account of biological, genetic and psychological

research being undertaken by other agencies, and the socio-cultural factors that lead to the

different attitudes in the provinces of our Communion.

3. Calls each province to reassess, in the light of such study and because of our concern for

human rights, its care for and attitude towards persons of homosexual orientation.
Resolution 69

Admission to Communion

This Conference requests all provinces to consider the theological and pastoral issues involved in

the admission of those baptized but unconfirmed to communion (as set out in the Report of ACC-

7), and to report their findings to the ACC.

This Resolution does what ACC-7 expected to be done, and is in line with a draft statement from

"Mission and Ministry." Whilst it comes as a private member's Resolution, it comes with the

goodwill of the "Mission and Ministry" Section.
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Section III - Called to be faithful in a plural world

Resolution III.1

The Bible

This Conference, recognising the need in our Communion for fuller agreement on how to interpret

and apply the message of the Bible in a world of rapid change and widespread cultural interaction,

a. reaffirms the primary authority of the Scriptures, according to their testimony and

supported by our own historic formularies;

b. urges that the Biblical text should be handled respectfully, coherently, and consistently,

building upon our best traditions and scholarship believing that the Scriptural revelation

must continue to illuminate, challenge and transform cultures, structures, and ways of

thinking, especially those that predominate today;

c. invites our provinces, as we open ourselves afresh to a vision of a Church full of the Word

and full of the Spirit, to promote at every level biblical study programmes which can inform

and nourish the life of dioceses, congregations, seminaries, communities, and members

of all ages.
Resolution III.5

The Authority of Holy Scriptures

This Conference

a. affirms that our creator God, transcendent as well as immanent, communicates with us

authoritatively through the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments; and

b. in agreement with the Lambeth Quadrilateral, and in solidarity with the Lambeth

Conference of 1888, affirms that these Holy Scriptures contain 'all things necessary to

salvation' and are for us the 'rule and ultimate standard' of faith and practice.
Resolution III.8

The Virginia Report

This Conference

a. welcomes the 1997 Report of the Inter Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission

(The Virginia Report) as a helpful statement of the characteristics of our Communion;

b. recognises that the report, the fruit if ten years of careful work accomplished since the

12th Lambeth Conference, identifies and explores important questions about unity,

interdependence and mutual accountability in the Anglican Communion;

c. commends its discussion of our Trinitarian faith as the basis of our koinonia and

interdependence, while recommending the need for further work to be done with respect

to the report's discussion of reason in relation to the primacy of Holy Scripture;

d. affirms that the Churches of our Anglican Communion are joined in the communion of God

through Our Lord Jesus Christ by the gracious power of the Holy Spirit, celebrating the

fact that our communion together is maintained in the life and truth of Christ by the gift to

us of the Holy Scriptures, the Apostles and Nicene Creeds, the sacraments of Baptism

and Eucharist, and the historic episcopate, and commending the fundamental importance

of these to the consideration of our partners in ecumenical dialogue;

e. values the instruments of Anglican unity as they are described in the Virginia Report, the

Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference, the Anglican Consultative Council,

and the meeting of Primates;

f. values and discerns the Church to be held in koinonia by our liturgical tradition and

common patterns of worship, by prayer and the communion of the saints, the witness of

the heroes and heroines of our history, the sharing of the stories of our faith, and by our

interdependence through exchanges of friendship between our dioceses and by service to

others in the name of Christ;

g. calls upon member Churches and the ACC in the next decade to facilitate the sharing of

resources of theological education and training in ministry and to promote exchanges

amongst the theological colleges and seminaries of our Communion so as to minister to a

deepening unity of heart and mind;

h. requests the Primates to initiate and monitor a decade of study in each province on the

report, and in particular on "whether effective communion, at all levels, does not require

appropriate instruments, with due safeguards, not only for legislation, but also for
oversight" (para. 5.20) as well as on the issue of a universal ministry in the service if

Christian unity( cf. Agros Report, para. 162, and the Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul

II, Ut unum sint 96);

i. requests that this study should include consideration of the ecumenical implications

involved and that the Primates should make specific recommendations for the

development of instruments of communion not later than the 14th Lambeth Conference.
Resolution V.4

On Transformation and Renewal

This Conference:

a. noting that while Lambeth 1988 called for a Decade of Evangelism during which we have

witnessed welcome changes in the world and enhanced efforts to share the Gospel of

Christ many other injustices still disfigure our world and challenge our commitment to

share the love of God;

b. therefore calls our Church to build on what has been achieved in the Decade of

Evangelism by working for a transformed humanity, transformed cultures, a transformed

mission for the Church, and transformed relationships with other Christian communities.

This will require a fair sharing of God's resources of personnel and funds.

c. proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, forgiveness through the cross of Christ

and deliverance from the power of Satan, will seek:

i. Spiritual renewal of God's people;

ii. Transformation in the lives of children and youth, who form most of our growing

churches;

iii. Transformation in the relations between ethnic groups and the nations;

iv. Transformation in Christian relations with Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and other

religions
True freedom of religion

  Study of the history of other major religions including Islam/Christian

relations

  Assistance for converts from Islam and other religions

  Support of new Dioceses within the Anglican Communion

v. Transformation in our churches, in our worship and in our proper use of

Scriptures.
