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Resolution 4

That, in the opinion of this Conference, unity in faith and discipline will be best maintained among

the several branches of the Anglican Communion by due and canonical subordination of the

synods of the several branches to the higher authority of a synod or synods above them.
Resolution 5

That a committee of seven members (with power to add to their number, and to obtain the

assistance of men learned in ecclesiastical and canon law) be appointed to inquire into and report

upon the subject of the relations and functions of such synods, and that such report be forwarded

to His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, with a request that, if possible, it may be

communicated to any adjourned meeting of the Conference.
Resolution 9

That the committee appointed by Resolution 5, with the addition of the names of the Bishops of

London, St. David's, and Oxford, and all the colonial bishops, be instructed to consider the

constitution of a voluntary spiritual tribunal, to which questions of doctrine may be carried by

appeal from the tribunals for the exercise of discipline in each province of the colonial Church, and

that their report be forwarded to His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, who is requested to

communicate it to an adjourned meeting of this Conference.
Resolution 10

That the Resolutions submitted to this Conference relative to the discipline to be exercised by

metropolitans, the Court of Metropolitans, the scheme for conducting the election of bishops, when

not otherwise provided for, the declaration of submission to the regulation of synods, and the

question of what legislation should be proposed for the colonial Churches, be referred to the

committee specified in the preceding Resolution.
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Recommendation 2

Union Among the Churches of the Anglican Communion - Encyclical Letter 1.6: Of Church

Organization

Inasmuch as the sufficient and effective organisation of the several parts of the Church tends to

promote the unity of the whole, your Committee would, with this view, repeat the recommendation

in the sixth Report of the first Lambeth Conference, that those dioceses which still remain isolated

should, as circumstances may allow, associate themselves into a province or provinces, in

accordance with the ancient laws and usages of the Catholic Church.
Recommendation 8

Union Among the Churches of the Anglican Communion - Encyclical Letter 2.4-6

a. Every ecclesiastical province, which has constituted for the exercise of discipline over its

clergy a tribunal for receiving appeals from its diocesan courts, should be held responsible

for its own decisions in the exercise of such discipline; and your Committee are not

prepared to recommend that there should be any one central tribunal of appeal from such

provincial tribunals.

b. If any province is desirous that its tribunal of appeal should have power to obtain, in

matters of doctrine, or of discipline involving a question of doctrine, the opinion of some

council of reference before pronouncing sentence, your Committee consider that the

conditions of such reference must be determined by the province itself; but that the

opinion of the council should be given on a consideration of the facts of the case, sent to it

in writing by the tribunal of appeal, and not merely on an abstract question of doctrine.

c. In dioceses which have not yet been combined into a province, or which may be

geographically incapable of being so combined, your Committee recommend that appeals

should lie from the diocesan courts to the Archbishop of Canterbury, to be heard by His

Grace with such assistance as he may deem best. The circumstances of each diocese

must determine how much consensual jurisdiction could be enforced.
Recommendation 9

Union Among the Churches of the Anglican Communion - Encyclical Letter 2.7-11

As regards the very grave question of the trial of a bishop, inasmuch as any tribunal, constituted

for this purpose by a province, is necessarily a tribunal of first instance, it would, in the opinion of

your Committee, be expedient that, when any such provisions can be introduced by voluntary

compact into the constitutions or canons of any Church, the following conditions should be

observed:

a. When any bishop shall have been sentenced by the tribunal constituted for the trial of a

bishop in any ecclesiastical province, if no bishop of the province, other than the accused,

shall dissent from the judgement, there should be no appeal; provided that the case be

heard by not fewer than five bishops, who shall be unanimous in their judgement.

b. If, in consequence of the small number of bishops in a province, or from nay other

sufficient cause, a tribunal of five com-provincial bishops cannot be formed, your

Committee would suggest that the province should provide for the enlargement of the

tribunal by the addition of bishops from a neighbouring province.

c. In the event of the provincial tribunal not fulfilling the conditions indicated in paragraph 8 of

this Report*, your Committee would suggest that, whenever an external tribunal of appeal

is not provided in the canons of that province, it should be in the power of the accused

bishop, if condemned, to require the provincial tribunal to refer the case to at least five

metropolitans or chief bishops of the Anglican Communion, to be named in the said

canons, of whom the Archbishop of Canterbury should be one; and that, if any three of

these shall require that the case, or any portion of it, shall be re-heard or reviewed, it

should be so re-heard or reviewed.

d. In cases in which an ecclesiastical province desires to have a tribunal of appeal from its

provincial tribunal for trying a bishop, your Committee consider that such tribunal should

consist of not less than five bishops of the Churches of the Anglican Communion, under

the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, if His Grace will consent thereto, with the

assistance of laymen learned in the law.

*That is, sub-paragraph (a) above.

Missionary Bishops and Missionaries of Various Branches

Your Committee have considered the case of missions in countries not under English or American

rule, and they recommend as follows:

• In cases where two bishops of the Anglican Communion are ministering in the same

country, as in China, Japan, and Western Africa at the present time, your Committee are

of opinion that under existing circumstances each bishop should have control of his own

clergy, and their converts and congregations.

• The various bishops in the same country should endeavour, as members of the same

Communion, to keep up brotherly intercourse with each other on the subject of their

missionary work.

• In countries not under English or American rule, the English or American Church would

not ordinarily undertake to establish dioceses with strictly defined territorial limits; although

either Church might indicate the district in which it was intended that the missionary

bishop should labour. Bishops in the same country should take care not to interfere in any

manner with the congregations or converts of each other.

• It is more undesirable that either Church should for the future send a bishop or

missionaries to a town or district already occupied by a bishop of another branch of the

Anglican Communion.

• When it is intended to send forth any new missionary bishop, notification of such an

intention should be sent beforehand to the Archbishop of Canterbury, to the Presiding

Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and to the

metropolitan of any province near which the missionary bishop is to minister.

Recommendation 12

Anglican Chaplains and Chaplaincies - Encyclical Letter 4.1-5

Your Committee have to report that they have agreed the following recommendations:

1. That it is highly desirable that Anglican congregations, on the continent of Europe and

elsewhere, should be distinctly urged not to admit the stated ministrations of any

clergyman without the written licence or permission of the bishop of the Anglican

Communion who is duly authorised to grant it; and that the occasional assistance of

strangers should not be invited or permitted without some satisfactory evidence of their

ordination and character as clergymen.

2. That it is desirable, as a general rule, that two chapels shall not be established where one

is sufficient for the members of both Churches, American and English; also that where

there is only one church or chapel the members of both Churches should be represented

on the committee, if any.

3. That it be suggested to the societies which partly support continental chaplaincies that, in

places where English and American churchmen reside or visit, and especially where

Americans out-number the English, it may be desirable to appoint a properly accredited

clergyman of the American Church.

4. That your Committee, having carefully considered a Memorial addressed to the

archbishops and bishops of the Church of England by four priests and certain other

members of "the Spanish and Portuguese Reformed Episcopal Church," praying for the

consecration of a bishop, cannot but express their hearty sympathy with the memorialists

in the difficulties of their position; and, having heard a statement on the subject of the

proposed extension of the episcopate to Mexico by the American Church, they venture to

suggest that, when a bishop shall have been consecrated by the American Church for

Mexico, he might be induced to visit Spain and Portugal, and render such assistance, at

this stage of the movement, as may seem to him practicable and advisable.
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Resolution 9

a. That this Conference receives the Report drawn up by the Committee on the subject of

the Mutual Relation of Dioceses and Branches of the Anglican Communion, and submits it

to the consideration of the Church, as containing suggestions of much practical

importance.

b. That the Archbishop of Canterbury be requested to give his attention to the Appendix

attached to the Report, with a view to action in the direction indicated, if, upon

consideration, His Grace should think such action desirable.
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Resolution 6

We desire to record our satisfaction at the progress of the acceptance of the principle of provincial

organisation since the date of its formal commendation to the Anglican Communion in the Official

Letter of 1878. We would also express a hope that the method of association into provinces may

be carried still further as circumstances may allow.
Resolution 7

Recognising the almost universal custom in the Western Church of attaching the title of

Archbishop to the rank of Metropolitan, we are of opinion that the revival and extension of this

custom among ourselves is justifiable and desirable. It is advisable that the proposed adoption of

such a title should be formally announced to the bishops of the various Churches and provinces of

the Communion with a view to its general recognition.
Resolution 8

We are of opinion that the archiepiscopal or primatial title may be taken from a city or from a

territory, according to the discretion of the province concerned.
Resolution 9

Where it is intended that any bishop-elect, not under the metropolitan jurisdiction of the See of

Canterbury, should be consecrated in England under the Queen's mandate, it is desirable, if it be

possible, that he should not be expected to take an oath of personal obedience to the Archbishop

of Canterbury, but rather should, before his consecration, make a solemn declaration that he will

pay all due honour and deference to the Archbishop of Canterbury, and will respect and maintain

the spiritual rights and privileges of the Church of England, and of all Churches in communion with

her. In this manner the interests of unity would be maintained without any infringement of the local

liberties or jurisdiction.
Resolution 10

If such bishop-elect be designated to a see within any primatial or provincial jurisdiction, it is

desirable that he should at his consecration take the customary oath of canonical obedience to his

own primate or metropolitan.
Resolution 11

That this Conference recognises with thankfulness the revival alike of brotherhoods and

sisterhoods and of the office of deaconess in our branch of the Church, and commends to the

attention of the Church the Report of the Committee appointed to consider the Relation of

Religious Communities to the Episcopate.
Resolution 12

In view of the importance of the further development and wise direction of such communities, the

Conference requests the Committee to continue its labours, and to present a further Report to His

Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury in July 1898.
Resolution 21

That due care should be taken to make the diocese the centre of unity, so that, while there may be

contained in the same area under one bishop various races and languages necessitating many

modes of administration, nothing shall be allowed to obscure the fact that the many races form but

one Church.
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Resolution 57

That the Archbishop of Canterbury be requested to transmit to every diocesan bishop in the

Anglican Communion a copy of the Final Report of the Committee appointed by the Conference of

1897 to consider the Relation of Religious Communities within the Church to the Episcopate,

accompanying it with a request that it may be duly considered, and that each province of the

Anglican Communion will, if it consents to do so, send to him, through its metropolitan, before 31

July 1910, a statement of the judgement formed in that province upon the subject dealt with in the

Report.
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Resolution 37

Missionary Problems

Although the inherent right of a diocesan bishop to put forth or sanction liturgical forms is subject to

such limitations as may be imposed by higher synodical authority, it is desirable that such authority

should not be too rigidly exercised so long as those features are retained which are essential to

the safeguarding of the unity of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 43

Development of Provinces

Whereas it is undesirable that dioceses should remain indefinitely in isolation or attached only to a

distant province, the gradual creation of new provinces should be encouraged, and each newly

founded diocese should as soon as possible find its place as a constituent member in some

- 14 -

Resolutions from 1920

neighbouring province. The fact that dioceses proposing to form a province owe their origin to

missions of different branches of the Anglican Communion need be no bar to such action.

a. In the opinion of the Conference four is the minimum number of dioceses suitable to form

a province. No number should be considered too great to form a province, so long as the

bishops and other representatives of the diocese are able conveniently to meet for mutual

consultation and for the transaction of provincial business.

b. In the initiation of any province in the future, the organisation which the Conference

deems essential to provincial life is a house or college of bishops to which the

metropolitans or the presiding bishops concerned have conveyed their authority for the

consecration of bishops. It is desirable that when a new province is formed the bishops of

the constituent dioceses should transfer their allegiance to the metropolitan of the

province or other authority constitutionally appointed to receive it, and thereafter all

bishops consecrated for the service of the province should take the oath of canonical

obedience to the metropolitan or make a declaration of conformity to other authority

before mentioned.

c. In newly established provinces arrangements should be made whereby the province

should have some distinct voice in the election of its metropolitan.

d. As to the sedes of the metropolitan, customs vary and the decision must depend on local

circumstances.

e. Until a missionary diocese becomes largely self-supporting and is self-governed by a

synod the appointment of its bishop should rest with the province to which it is attached,

after consultation with the diocese and in such a way as the province may decide.

f. A newly constituted synod of bishops shall proceed as soon as possible to associate with

itself in some official way the clergy and laity of the province, provided that in the case of

provinces including missionary dioceses this procedure shall be subordinate to local

circumstances. It is understood that each national and regional Church will determine its

own constitutional and canonical enactments.
Resolution 47

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The time has come when, in the interests of the Church at large, and in particular of the

development of the ministry of women, the diaconate of women should be restored formally and

canonically, and should be recognised throughout the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 48

The Position of Women in the Councils and Ministrations of the Church

The order of deaconesses is for women the one and only order of the ministry which has the

stamp of apostolic approval, and is for women the only order of the ministry which we can

recommend that our branch of the Catholic Church should recognise and use.
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Resolution 22

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Race

The Conference affirms its conviction that all communicants without distinction of race or colour

should have access in any church to the Holy Table of the Lord, and that no one should be

excluded from worship in any church on account of colour or race. Further, it urges that where,

owing to diversity of language or custom, Christians of different races normally worship apart,

special occasions should be sought for united services and corporate communion in order to

witness to the unity of the Body of Christ.

The Conference would remind all Christian people that the ministrations of the clergy should never

be rejected on grounds of colour or race, and in this connection it would state its opinion that in the

interests of true unity it is undesirable that in any given area there should be two or more bishops

of the same Communion exercising independent jurisdiction.
Resolution 51

The Anglican Communion - Appellate Tribunal

The Conference, believing the formation of a central appellate tribunal to be inconsistent with the

spirit of the Anglican Communion, holds that the establishment of final courts of appeal should be

left to the decision of local and regional Churches.
Resolution 52

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

Saving always the moral and spiritual independence of the divine society, the Conference

approves the association of dioceses or provinces in the larger unity of a "national Church," with or

without the formal recognition of the civil government, as serving to give spiritual expression to the

distinctive genius of races and peoples, and thus to bring more effectively under the influence of

Christ's religion both the process of government and the habit of society.
Resolution 53

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

a. In view of the many advantages of the organisation of dioceses into provinces and the

difficulties and dangers of isolation, the formation of provinces should everywhere be

encouraged.

b. The minimum organisation essential to provincial life is a college or synod of bishops

which will act corporately in dealing with questions concerning the faith, order and

discipline of the Church.

c. The minimum number of dioceses suitable to form a province is four.

d. The balance between provincial authority and diocesan autonomy may vary from province

to province according to the constitutions agreed upon in each case.
Resolution 54

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

Without prejudice to the provisions of any constitution already adopted by any province or regional

Church, the Conference advises that when the bishops of a group of dioceses under the oversight

of the Archbishop of Canterbury or attached to some other province have prepared and accepted a

tentative constitution for a province, they should notify this to the authorities under which they have

hitherto worked, and request that the new province be recognised as such and that they be

released from obedience to other authority, as far as is necessary to enable them to subscribe to
the constitution of the new province, and (if so required) take the oath of canonical obedience to its

metropolitan. If this request be granted, the new province may then be formally constituted. The

proper procedure would be that the bishops and clergy should subscribe to its constitution and that

the bishops (if so required) should take the oath of canonical obedience to its metropolitan. The

metropolitan or presiding bishop should thereupon notify all metropolitans and presiding bishops in

the Anglican Communion of the formation of the province.
Resolution 55

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

Where the office of metropolitan is attached to a particular see, the other dioceses of the province

should have some effective voice in the election of a bishop to that see.
Resolution 56

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

a. The successive stages at which a newly founded diocese can be entrusted with greated

responsibility, whether for legislation and general government, or for the election of its

bishop, should be determined by the provincial authorities or the Archbishop of

Canterbury (as the case may be) in consultation with the bishop.

b. Where the appointment of a bishop still remains with the provincial authorities or the

Archbishop of Canterbury, it is generally desirable that the diocese should in some way be

consulted before such appointment is made.
Resolution 57

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

The Conference recognises with thankfulness the provincial organisation attained in Japan and

China, whereby the Nippon Sei Kokwai and the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui have become

constituent Churches of the Anglican Communion, and welcomes the Japanese and Chinese

bishops now present for the first time in the history of the Lambeth Conference as bishops of these

Churches.
Resolution 58

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

The Conference welcomes the measure of progress already made towards the formation of a

single province in East Africa.
Resolution 59

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

In view of differences of standard and qualification for Holy Orders demanded in various provinces,

the Conference considers the principle of discrimination involved in such regulations as the

Colonial Clergy Act to be legitimate, not only in England, but in any province which so desires.
Resolution 60

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a committee of persons

representing each Church concerned to confer with the Church of England Pensions Board on the

comprehensive scheme of reciprocal arrangements for clergy pensions which has been submitted

by the Board, so that such representatives may report thereon to their respective Churches.
Resolution 67

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The order of deaconess is for women the one and only order of the ministry which we can

recommend our branch of the Catholic Church to recognise and use.
Resolution 68

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The ordination of a deaconess should everywhere include prayer by the bishop and the laying-on

of hands, the delivery of the New Testament to the candidate, and a formula giving authority to

execute the office of a deaconess in the Church of God. Such ordination need not be at the Ember

seasons, and should not be combined with an ordination or priests or deacons, but should always

be held in the face of the Church.
Resolution 69

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

The Conference re-asserts the words in Resolution 49 of the Lambeth Conference of 1920, viz.

"The office of a deaconess is primarily a ministry of succour, bodily and spiritual, especially to

women, and should follow the lines of the primitive rather than of the modern diaconate of men." It

should be understood that the deaconess dedicates herself to a life-long service, but no vow or

implied promise of celibacy should be required as necessary for admission to the order.
Resolution 70

The Ministry of the Church - The Ministry of Women

Under the sanction of the province, the bishop may, on the request of the parish priest, entrust the

following functions to the ordained deaconess:

a. to assist the minister in the preparation of candidates for baptism and for confirmation;

b. to assist at the administration of Holy Baptism by virtue of her office;

c. to baptize in church, and to officiate at the Churching of Women;

d. in church to read Morning and Evening Prayer and the Litany, except such portions as are

reserved to the priest, and to lead in prayer; with the license of the bishop, to instruct and

preach, except in the service of Holy Communion.
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Resolution 21

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

Recognising that in the quest for a just social order the differences between those who value

tradition and those who feel most urgently the need for change and reform may provoke enmity,

the Conference believes that, however strong these tensions are, the fellowship of the Christian

community should contain them, and that in times of controversy Church members can make this

significant contribution of unity in Christ to the life of neighbourhood or nation.
Resolution 89

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference approves and welcomes the expressed intention of the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai to

receive back the six bishops as bishops of the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai without jurisdiction.
Resolution 90

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference also desires to make clear that in its opinion it is open at any time to the Nippon

Sei Ko Kwai in its discretion to entrust the six bishops thus recognised with episcopal functions or

jurisdiction, to be exercised in accordance with the canonical and disciplinary requirements of the

Nippon Sei Ko Kwai.
Resolution 91

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference recommends the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai formally to communicate its action with

regard to these bishops to all metropolitans for information.
Resolution 116

Proposed Chinese Canon

The Conference desires to draw attention again to the wide and important range of work which

may be entrusted to deaconesses by the constituted authorities of any province of the Anglican

Communion; and recommends that in all parts of the Anglican Communion the work of

deaconesses should be encouraged and their status and function defined.
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Resolution 66

Progress in the Anglican Communion Missionary Appeal

The Conference welcomes the fact that regional councils have been formed in the South-east

Pacific and the South-west Pacific to assist common counsel and co-operation.
Resolution 88

Ministries and Manpower - The Office of Deacon

The Conference recommends that each province of the Anglican Communion shall consider

whether the office of deacon shall be restored to its primitive place as a distinctive order in the

Church, instead of being regarded as a probationary period for the priesthood.
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Resolution 19

The Study of Social and Political Change

The Conference recommends:

(a) That, recognising that for the foreseeable future the greater part of the earth will retain agrarian

forms of society, the provinces of the Anglican Communion co-operate with the World Council of

Churches and other agencies to carry out the regional surveys necessary to determine specific

technological and other development needs in both agrarian and industrial areas; and further, that

the local Church in agrarian communities be urged to promote or co-operate in appropriate

political, economic, and social development projects as its witness to the Gospel of the incarnate

Lord; and that in both agrarian and industrial areas the structures of the Church, devised for static

and pre-industrial societies, be renewed for more effective impact on rapidly changing societies.

(b) That the normal pattern for the missionary structure of the Church be that of ecumenical action

and that every use be made of consultants from the social sciences and related fields.

(c) That the Church increasingly call on the skills of full-time professionals in such fields as social

work, community organisation, education, recreational activities, and the mass media, and that

they be regarded as members of the integral staff of the Church.

(d) That the Church increasingly work for social goals which really benefit human beings, eg. in

housing, education, health, and adequate wages, using both secular agencies and, where

appropriate, its own social agencies.

(e) That the Church increasingly give itself seriously to the redeployment of resources of men and

money so as to take the initiatives that effective mission requires both at home and abroad.

(f) That, in consequence of the last recommendation, a serious study be made of existing buildings

and the planning of new ones.
Resolution 31

The Ministry - Priesthood

The Conference commends the study of the paragraphs on "Priesthood" in the Report of Section II

as an Anglican contribution towards an understanding of the nature of priesthood in the present

ecumenical situation.
Resolution 32

The Ministry - The Diaconate

The Conference recommends:

(a) That the diaconate, combining service of others with liturgical functions, be open to

(i) men and women remaining in secular occupations,

(ii) full-time church workers,

(iii) those selected for priesthood.

(b) That Ordinals should, where necessary, be revised:

(i) to take account of the new role envisaged for the diaconate;

(ii) by the removal of reference to the diaconate as "an inferior office";
(iii) by emphasis upon the continuing element of "diakonia" in the ministry of bishops and

priests.

(a) That those made deaconesses by laying-on of hands with appropriate prayers be

declared to be within the diaconate.

(b) That appropriate canonical legislation be enacted by provinces and regional Churches to

provide for those already ordained deaconesses.
Resolution 40

The Ministry - The Episcopate

The Conference affirms its opinion that all coadjutor, suffragan and full-time assistant bishops

should exercise every kind of episcopal function and have their place as bishops in the councils of

the Church.
Resolution 41

The Ministry - The Episcopate

The Conference recommends that the bishops, as leaders and representatives of a servant

Church, should radically examine the honours paid to them in the course of divine worship, in titles

and customary address, and in style of living, while having the necessary facilities for the efficient

carrying on of their work.
Resolution 67

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence

(a) The Conference records its gratitude for the concept of mutual responsibility and

interdependence in the Body of Christ, and for the renewed sense of responsibility for each other

which it has created within our Communion.

(b) The Conference believes that a developing MRI has a vital contribution to make to our

relationships within the whole Church of God. It therefore summons our Churches to a deeper

commitment to Christ's mission through a wide partnership of prayer, by sharing sacrificially and

effectively their manpower and money, and by a readiness to learn from each other.

(c) The Conference urges that serious attention be paid to the need for co-operation, at every level

of Anglican and ecumenical life, in the planning, implementing, and review of all work undertaken,

along the line set out in the Report of Section III.

(d) The Conference believes that the time has come for a reappraisal of the policies, methods, and

areas of responsibility of the Anglican Communion in discharging its share of the mission of Christ

and that there is a need for a renewed sense of urgency.
Resolution 68

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Budgets

The Conference approves the approximate budgets for 1969, 1970 and 1971 submitted by the ad

hoc finance committee and asks the member Churches to support this Central Budget according to

the present tables of apportionment.
Resolution 69

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Anglican Consultative Council

The Conference accepts and endorses the appended proposals concerning the Anglican

Consultative Council and its Constitution and submits them to the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion for approval. Approval shall be by a two-thirds majority of the member

Churches and shall be signified to the Secretary of the Lambeth Consultative Body not later than

31 October 1969.

Anglican Consultative Council ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL Functions 1. To share

information about developments in one or more provinces with the other parts of the Communion

and to serve as needed as an instrument of common action.

2. To advise on inter-Anglican, provincial, and diocesan relationships, including the division of

provinces, the formation of new provinces and of regional councils, and the problems of extraprovincial

dioceses.

3. To develop as far as possible agreed Anglican policies in the world mission of the Church and to

encourage national and regional Churches to engage together in developing and implementing

such policies by sharing their resources of manpower, money, and experience to the best

advantage of all.

4. To keep before national and regional Churches the importance of the fullest possible Anglican

collaboration with other Christian Churches.

5. To encourage and guide Anglican participation in the ecumenical movement and the ecumenical

organisations; to co-operate with the World Council of Churches and the world confessional bodies

on behalf of the Anglican Communion; and to make arrangements for the conduct of pan-Anglican

conversations with the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches, and other Churches.
6. To advise on matters arising out of national or regional Church union negotiations or

conversations and on subsequent relations with united Churches.

7. To advise on problems on inter-Anglican communication and to help in the dissemination of

Anglican and ecumenical information.

8. To keep in review the needs that may arise for further study and, where necessary, to promote

inquiry and research.

Constitution Membership

1. The Council shall be constituted initially with a membership according to the Schedule below.

With the assent of two-thirds of the metropolitans, it shall have power to make alterations in the

Schedule as changing circumstances may require.

2. Members shall be chosen as provincial, national, or regional machinery provides. Alternates

shall be named by each Church and shall be invited to attend if a Church would otherwise be

unrepresented for a whole session of the Council.

3. The Council shall have power to co-opt as set out in the Schedule of Membership.

4. The term of office for members appointed according to the Schedule, and for co-opted

members, shall be six years. Except as provided in the recommendation below for the initial

period, members shall be ineligible for immediate re-election. Bishops and other clerical members

shall cease to be members on retirement from ecclesiastical office, and all members shall similarly

cease to be members on moving to another regional Church or province of the Anglican

Communion. Casual vacancies shall be filled by the appointing bodies, and persons thus

appointed shall serve for the unexpired term.

5. The Council shall have the right to call in advisers, Anglicans or others, at its discretion.

6.Officers.

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury shall be President of the Council and, when present, shall

preside at the inaugural session of each meeting of the Council. He shall be ex officio a member of

its committees.

(b) The Council shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman from its own number, who shall hold

office for six years.

(c) The Council shall appoint for a specified term a Secretary, who shall be known as the Secretary

General of the Council, and shall determine his duties.

7.Frequency of Meetings.

The Council shall meet every two years at the call of the Chairman in consultation with the

President and the Secretary General.

8.Standing Committee

The Council shall appoint a Standing Committee of nine members, which shall include the

Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council. The Secretary General shall be its Secretary. The

Standing Committee shall meet annually. It shall have the right to call advisers.

9.Locality of Meetings.

As far as possible, the Council and its Standing Committee shall meet in various parts of the world.

10.Budget

The Council shall produce an annual budget, including the stipend and expenses of the Secretary

General, his staff, and office, and this shall be apportioned among the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion.

Amendment of the Constitution 11. Amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted by the

Council to the constitutional bodies of the member Churches and must be ratified by two-thirds of

such bodies.
membership, at the beginning one-third of the delegates shall be appointed as elected for a twoyear

period, one-third for a four-year period, and the remaining third for a single period of six

years. Those elected for a two-year or four-year period shall be eligible for appointment for one

further period of six years. Thereafter all appointments or elections shall be for six years.

Schedule of Membership The membership of the Council shall be as follows:

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury (b) Three from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, a

priest or deacon, and a lay person: The Church of England; The Episcopal Church of the United

States of America; The Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; The Anglican Church of

Canada; The Church of England in Australia.

(c) Two from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, and a priest, deacon, or lay person: The

Church in Wales; The Church in Ireland; The Episcopal Church in Scotland; The Church of the

Province of South Africa; The Church of the Province of West Africa; The Church of the Province

of Central Africa; The Church of the Province of East Africa; The Church of the Province of

Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi; The Church of the Province of New Zealand; The Church of the

Province of the West Indies; Nippon Sei Ko Ki; The Archbishopric in Jerusalem; The Council of the

Church of South-East Asia; The South Pacific Anglican Council; Latin America; any province of the

Anglican Communion not at present represented.

(d) Co-opted members: The Council shall have power to co-opt up to six additional members, of

whom at least two shall be women and two lay persons not over 28 years of age at the time of

appointment.
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Resolution 11

Issues Concerning the Whole Anglican Communion

The Conference advises member Churches not to take action regarding issues which are of

concern to the whole Anglican Communion without consultation with a Lambeth Conference or

with the episcopate through the Primates Committee, and requests the Primates to inititate a study

of the nature of authority within the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 12

Anglican Conferences, Councils and Meetings

The Conference asks the Archbishop of Canterbury, as President of the Lambeth Conference and

President of the Anglican Consultative Council, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion,

within one year to initiate consideration of the way to relate together the international conferences,

councils, and meetings within the Anglican Communion so that the Anglican Communion may best

serve God within the context of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
Resolution 13

Lambeth Conferences

In order that the guardianship of the faith may be exercised as a collegial responsibility of the

whole episcopate, the Conference affirms the need for Anglican bishops from every diocese to

meet together in the tradition of the Lambeth Conference and recommends that the calling of any

future Conference should continue to be the responsibility of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and

that he should be requested to make his decision in consultation with the other Primates. While

recognising the great value which many set on the link with Canterbury, we believe that a

Conference could well be held in some other province.
Resolution 17

New Dioceses

The Conference urges that, when a new diocese is created,

1. adequate financial support should be underwritten by the member Churches concerned, and/or

by the Partners in Mission of the new diocese, to insure against unforeseen financial difficulties;

2. adequate provision should be made for the stipend of the bishop, preferably through the

creation of an episcopal endowment fund;

3. when, owing to unforeseen circumstances, a new diocese is faced with financial problems and

deficits, it should be aided financially by the member Church concerned and/or by the Partners in

Mission of the new diocese;

4. these matters be referred for the consideration of the Anglican Consultative Council at its

earliest convenience.
Resolution 18

Public Ministry of the Bishop

The Conference affirms that a bishop is called to be one with the Apostles in proclaiming Christ's

resurrection and interpreting the Gospel, and to testify to Christ's sovereignty as Lord of lords and

King of kings. In order to do this effectively, he will give major attention to his public ministry.

Reflecting the ministry of the prophets, he will have a concern for the wellbeing of the whole

community (especially those at a disadvantage) not primarily for the advantage or protection of the

Church community. The bishop should be ready to be present in secular situations, to give time to

the necessary study, to find skilled advisers and to take sides publicly if necessary (in ecumenical

partnership if at all possible) about issues which concern justice, mercy, and truth. Members of the

Church should be prepared to see that the bishop is supported in such a ministry.
Resolution 19

Training for Bishops

The Conference asks each member Church to provide training for bishops after election in order

more adequately to prepare them for their office; and to provide opportunities for continuing

education.
Resolution 20

Women in the Diaconate

The Conference recommends, in accordance with Resolution 32(c) of the Lambeth Conference of

1968, those member Churches which do not at present ordain women as deacons now to consider

making the necessary legal and liturgical changes to enable them to do so, instead of admitting

them to a separate order of deaconesses.
Resolution 21

Women in the Priesthood

1. The Conference notes that since the last Lambeth Conference in 1968, the Diocese of Hong

Kong, the Anglican Church of Canada, the Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and

the Church of the Province of New Zealand have admitted women to the presbyterate, and that

eight other member Churches of the Anglican Communion have now either agreed or approved in

principle or stated that there are either no fundamental or no theological objections to the

ordination of women to the historic threefold ministry of the Church.

We also note that other of its member Churches have not yet made a decision on the matter.

Others again have clearly stated that they do hold fundamental objections to the ordination of

women to the historic threefold ministry of the Church.

2. The Conference acknowledges that both the debate about the ordination of women as well as

the ordinations themselves have, in some Churches, caused distress and pain to many on both

sides. To heal these and to maintain and strengthen fellowship is a primary pastoral responsibility

of all, and especially of the bishops.

3. The Conference also recognises

(a) the autonomy of each of its member Churches, acknowledging the legal right of each

Church to make its own decision about the appropriateness of admitting women to Holy

Orders;

(b) that such provincial action in this matter has consequences of the utmost significance for

the Anglican Communion as a whole.

4. The Conference affirms its commitment to the preservation of unity within and between all

member Churches of the Anglican Communion.

5. The Conference therefore

(a) encourages all member Churches of the Anglican Communion to continue in communion

with one another, notwithstanding the admission of women (whether at present or in the

future) to the ordained ministry of some member Churches;

(b) in circumstances in which the issue of the ordination of women has caused, or may cause,

problems of conscience, urges that every action possible be taken to ensure that all

baptized members of the Church continue to be in communion with their bishop and that

every opportunity be given for all members to work together in the mission of the Church

irrespective of their convictions regarding this issue;

(c) requests the Anglican Consultative Council

(i) to use its good offices to promote dialogue between those member Churches

which ordain women and those which do not, with a view to exploring ways in

which the fullest use can be made of women's gifts within the total ministry of

the Church in our Communion; and

(ii) to maintain, and wherever possible extend, the present dialogue with

Churches outside the Anglican family.

6. Consistent with the foregoing, this Conference

(a) declares its acceptance of those member Churches which now ordain women, and urges

that they respect the convictions of those provinces and dioceses which do not;

(b) declares its acceptance of those member Churches which do not ordain women, and

urges that they respect the convictions of those provinces and dioceses which do.

(c) With regard to women who have been ordained in the Anglican Communion being

authorised to exercise their ministry in provinces which have not ordained women, we

recommend that, should synodical authority be given to enable them to exercise it, it be

exercised only

(i) where pastoral need warrants and

(ii) where such a ministry is agreeable to the bishop, clergy, and people where the

ministry is to be exercised and where it is approved by the legally responsible

body of the parish, area, or institution where such a ministry is to be exercised.

7. We recognise that our accepting this variety of doctrine and practice in the Anglican Communion

may disappoint the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Old Catholic Churches, but we wish to make it

clear

(a) that the holding together of diversity within a unity of faith and worship is part

of the Anglican heritage;

(b) that those who have taken part in ordinations of women to the priesthood

believe that these ordinations have been into [sic.] the historic ministry of the

Church as the Anglican Communion has received it; and

(c) that we hope the dialogue between these other Churches and the member

Churches of our Communion will continue because we believe that we still

have understanding of the truth of God and his will to learn from them as

together we all move towards a fuller catholicity and a deeper fellowship in

the Holy Spirit.

8. This Conference urges that further discussions about the ordination of women be held within a

wider consideration of theological issues of ministry and priesthood.

Voting: For 316; Against 37; Abstentions 17.

Resolution 22

Women in the Episcopate

While recognising that a member Church of the Anglican Communion may wish to consecrate a

women to the episcopate, and accepting that such member Church must act in accordance with its

own constitution, the Conference recommends that no decision to consecrate be taken without

consultation with the episcopate through the primates and overwhelming support in any member

Church and in the diocese concerned, lest the bishop's office should become a cause of disunity

instead of a focus of unity.
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Resolution 18

The Anglican Communion: Identity and Authority

This Conference:

1. Resolves that the new Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission (or a specially

appointed inter-Anglican commission) be asked to undertake as a matter of urgency a further

exploration of the meaning and nature of communion; with particular reference to the doctrine of

the Trinity, the unity and order of the Church, and the unity and community of humanity.
2.(a) Urges that encouragement be given to a developing collegial role for the Primates Meeting

under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates Meeting is able to

exercise an enhanced responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters.

(b) Recommends that in the appointment of any future Archbishop of Canterbury, the Crown

Appointments Commission be asked to bring the Primates of the Communion into the process of

consultation.

3. Resolves that the Lambeth Conference as a conference of bishops of the Anglican Communion

should continue in the future, at appropriate intervals.

4. Recommends that regional conferences of the Anglican Communion should meet between

Lambeth Conferences as and when the region concerned believes it to be appropriate; and in the

event of these regional conferences being called, it should be open to the region concerned to

make them representative of clergy and laity as well as bishops.

5. Recommends that the ACC continue to fulfil the functions defined in its Constitution (developed

as a consequence of Resolution 69 of the 1968 Lambeth Conference) and affirmed by the

evaluation process reported to ACC-6 (see "Bonds of Affection," pp 23-27); in particular to

continue its consultative, advisory, liaison and communication roles within the Communion (and to

do so in close co-operation with the Primates Meeting).

6. Requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion, to

appoint an advisory body on Prayer Books of the Anglican Communion. The body should be

entrusted with the task of offering encouragement, support and advice to Churches of the

Communion in their work of liturgical revision as well as facilitating mutual consultation concerning,

and review of, their Prayer Books as they are developed with a view to ensuring:

(a) the public reading of the Scriptures in a language understood by the people and instruction of

the whole people of God in the scriptural faith by means of sermons and catechisms; (b) the use of

the two sacraments ordained by Christ, Baptism with water in the threefold name, and Holy

Communion with bread and wine and explicit intention to obey our Lord's command; (c) the use of

forms of episcopal ordination to each of the three orders by prayer with the laying-on of hands; (d)

the public recitation and teaching of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds; and (e) the use of other

liturgical expressions of unity in faith and life by which the whole people of God is nurtured and

upheld, with continuing awareness of ecumenical liturgical developments.

Primates' Meeting Anglican Consultative Council On 1 above: If there is the possibility of ordination

of women bishops in some provinces, it will throw into sharper focus the present impaired nature of

communion. It is a matter of urgency that we have a further theological enquiry into and reflection

on the meaning of communion in a trinitarian context for the Anglican Communion. Such an

enquiry should relate to ecumenical discussions exploring similar issues. This, more than

structures, will provide a theological framework in which differences can be handled.

On 2 above: We see an enhanced role for the Primates as a key to growth of inter-dependence

within the Communion. We do not see any inter-Anglican jurisdiction as possible or desirable; an

inter-Anglican synodical structure would be virtually unworkable and highly expensive. A collegial

role for the Primates by contrast could easily be developed, and their collective judgement and

advice would carry considerable weight.

If this is so, it is neither improper nor out of place to suggest that part of the consultative process

prior to the appointment of a future Archbishop of Canterbury should be in consultation with the

Primates.

On 3 above: We are convinced that there is considerable value in the bishops of the Anglican

Communion meeting as bishops, both in terms of mutual understanding and as an effective agent

of interdependence.

On 4 above: Regional issues need regional solutions. Regional conferences can also provide for

wider representation.

On 5 above: We value the present work of the ACC. We do not see, however, that it ought to move

beyond its present advisory role.

On 6 above: Concern for how the Church celebrates the sacraments of unity and with what

consequences is a central expression of episcopal care and pastoral oversight in the Church of

God. As bishops of the Anglican Communion we have a particular responsibility for securing those

elements in worship which nurture our identity and unity in Christ and which therefore have an

authority for us as Anglicans. (A parallel but significantly different resolution has been proposed by

the Anglican Consultative Council: Resolution 12 of ACC-7.) (See further paras 113-152 of the

Report on "Dogmatic and Pastoral Concerns.")
Resolution 41

Training of Bishops

This Conference:

(a) congratulates African provinces for having made provisions for the training of newly

consecrated bishops as recommended by Lambeth 1978 (Resolution 19);

(b) resolves that every province implement programmes of initial preparation and in-service

training for the episcopate, and accordingly that:

(1) A duration of one month, at least, be set aside for preparation, which should include instruction

regarding the tasks and functions of a bishop, finance and management control; such training

being in the language and culture of the bishop concerned.

(2) After six years in office, all bishops should be encouraged to have a period of sabbatical leave

for study and refreshment; and that financial support for such a period should be available from

appropriate sources within the province concerned.

(3) Where appropriate, preparation, training and support should also be made available to the

spouse.

(4) In view of the stress factor within the life of the bishop, bishops should present themselves for a

medical examination at least once a year.
Resolution 46

Ministry of all Bishops

This Conference resolves that each province re-examine the position and work of all bishops

active in full-time diocesan work, including those known in various provinces as suffragan,

assistant, assisting, area or regional bishops, to ensure that all bishops have a true episcope of

jurisdiction and pastoral care and are seen as belonging fully to the local college of bishops.
Resolution 46A

Ministry of all Bishops

This Conference resolves that each province re-examine the principle that all bishops active in fulltime

diocesan work be made full members, with seat, voice and vote, of all provincial, national and

international gatherings of Anglican bishops.
Resolution 51

Election and Retirement of Bishops and Archbishops

This Conference:

1. Urges all provinces to ensure that their provincial provisions for election and retirement of

bishops and archbishops are unambiguous and are adhered to.

2. Recommends that, where problems arise regarding implementation of such provisions, and

such problems cannot be solved at the provincial level, the regional conferences of Primates

should be called upon to advise, and if such conferences fail to solve the problem, the matter is

referred to the Meeting of the Primates of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 52

Primates Meeting and ACC

This Conference requests the Primates Meeting and the Anglican Consultative Council to give

urgent attention to implementing the hope expressed at Lambeth 1978 (and as confirmed by

recent provincial responses) that both bodies would work in the very closest contact.
Resolution 54

Inter-Anglican Budget

This Conference, recognising that there is a common secretariat for meetings of the Primates, the

Lambeth Conference, and the ACC, endorses the concept of an inter-Anglican budget and

requests the ACC to consult with the provinces about the best way in which this is to be achieved.

Resolution 34 of ACC-7 asks for a response from the Lambeth Conference on the subject of an

inter-Anglican budget about which provinces are being consulted. In addition resolutions will be

passed by the Lambeth Conference which have financial consequences and it is desirable to

remind the Conference that when they ask for work to be done the consequential bill falls upon the

provinces.
Resolution 59

Extra-provincial Dioceses

This Conference requests the Primates Meeting and ACC to give urgent consideration to the

situation of the extra-provincial dioceses, that they may be fully part of the structures of the

Anglican Communion.
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Resolution III.3

Subsidiarity

This Conference affirms the principle of "subsidiarity," articulated in Chapter 4, The Virginia

Report, which provides that "a central authority should have a subsidiary function, performing only

those tasks which cannot be performed at a more immediate or local level", provided that these

tasks can be adequately performed at such levels.
Resolution III.6

Instruments of the Anglican Communion

This Conference, noting the need to strengthen mutual accountability and interdependence among

the Provinces of the Anglican Communion,

a. reaffirms Resolution 18.2(a) of Lambeth 1988 which "urges that encouragement be given

to a developing collegial role for the Primates' Meeting under the presidency of the

Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates' Meeting is able to exercise an enhanced

responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters";

b. asks that the Primates' Meeting, under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury,

include among its responsibilities positive encouragement to mission, intervention in

cases of exceptional emergency which are incapable of internal resolution within

provinces, and giving of guidelines on the limits of Anglican diversity in submission to the

sovereign authority of Holy Scripture and in loyalty to our Anglican tradition and

formularies;

c. recommends that these responsibilities should be exercised in sensitive consultation with

the relevant provinces and with the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) or in cases of

emergency the Executive of the ACC and that, while not interfering with the juridical

authority of the provinces, the exercise of these responsibilities by the Primates' Meeting

should carry moral authority calling for ready acceptance throughout the Communion, and

to this end it is further recommended that the Primates should meet more frequently than

the ACC;

d. believing that there should be a clearer integration of the roles of the Anglican

Consultative Council and the Primates' Meeting, recommends that the bishops

representing each province in the Anglican Consultative Council should be the primates of

the provinces and that -

i. equal representation in the ACC from each province, one presbyter or deacon

and one lay person from each province should join the primates in the triennial

ACC gathering;

ii. an executive committee of the ACC should be reflective of this broad

membership, and;

iii. there should be a change in the name of the Anglican Consultative Council to the

Anglican Communion Council, reflecting the evolving needs and structures to

which the foregoing changes speak;

e. reaffirms the role of the Archbishop of Canterbury as a personal sign of our unity and

communion, and the role of the decennial Lambeth Conference and of extraordinary

Anglican Congresses as called, together with inter-provincial gatherings and crossprovincial

diocesan partnerships, as collegial and communal signs of the unity of our

Communion.
Resolution III.8

The Virginia Report

This Conference

a. welcomes the 1997 Report of the Inter Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission

(The Virginia Report) as a helpful statement of the characteristics of our Communion;

b. recognises that the report, the fruit if ten years of careful work accomplished since the

12th Lambeth Conference, identifies and explores important questions about unity,

interdependence and mutual accountability in the Anglican Communion;

c. commends its discussion of our Trinitarian faith as the basis of our koinonia and

interdependence, while recommending the need for further work to be done with respect

to the report's discussion of reason in relation to the primacy of Holy Scripture;

d. affirms that the Churches of our Anglican Communion are joined in the communion of God

through Our Lord Jesus Christ by the gracious power of the Holy Spirit, celebrating the

fact that our communion together is maintained in the life and truth of Christ by the gift to

us of the Holy Scriptures, the Apostles and Nicene Creeds, the sacraments of Baptism

and Eucharist, and the historic episcopate, and commending the fundamental importance

of these to the consideration of our partners in ecumenical dialogue;

e. values the instruments of Anglican unity as they are described in the Virginia Report, the

Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference, the Anglican Consultative Council,

and the meeting of Primates;

f. values and discerns the Church to be held in koinonia by our liturgical tradition and

common patterns of worship, by prayer and the communion of the saints, the witness of

the heroes and heroines of our history, the sharing of the stories of our faith, and by our

interdependence through exchanges of friendship between our dioceses and by service to

others in the name of Christ;

g. calls upon member Churches and the ACC in the next decade to facilitate the sharing of

resources of theological education and training in ministry and to promote exchanges

amongst the theological colleges and seminaries of our Communion so as to minister to a

deepening unity of heart and mind;

h. requests the Primates to initiate and monitor a decade of study in each province on the

report, and in particular on "whether effective communion, at all levels, does not require

appropriate instruments, with due safeguards, not only for legislation, but also for
oversight" (para. 5.20) as well as on the issue of a universal ministry in the service if

Christian unity( cf. Agros Report, para. 162, and the Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul

II, Ut unum sint 96);

i. requests that this study should include consideration of the ecumenical implications

involved and that the Primates should make specific recommendations for the

development of instruments of communion not later than the 14th Lambeth Conference.
Resolution III.9

Inter-regional groupings

This Conference requests that at a forthcoming meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council ways

and means be explored for bishops to gather in inter-regional groupings at convenient intervals for

communion, exchange, renewal and theological reflection whereby they might be enabled to take

back home ideas for guidance distilled from the global experience of fellow bishops.
Resolution V.6

Anglican Provincial Structure for Continental Europe

This Conference, noting with appreciation the progress made so far by the parallel Anglican

jurisdictions in Continental Europe working both with each other and with churches in communion

in the area, resolves to encourage;

a. continued exploration towards appropriate provincial structures for Anglican Continental

Europe in partnership with other Churches in the service of the common mission of the

Church; and

b. the Church of England and the Episcopal Church of the United States of America to

consider the provision of appropriate funding for such a province.
