Lambeth Genetics

This section includes genetic research, genetic identification, genetic engineering, gene therapy, cloning for whole organisms and parts, and other related areas.
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Resolution 10

Human Relationships and Sexuality

The Conference gladly affirms the Christian ideals of faithfulness and chastity both within and

outside marriage, and calls Christians everywhere to seek the grace of Christ to live lives of

holiness, discipline, and service in the world, and commends to the Church:

1. The need for theological study of sexuality in such a way as to relate sexual relationships to that

wholeness of human life which itself derives from God, who is the source of masculinity and

femininity.

2. The need for programmes at diocesan level, involving both men and women,

(a) to promote the study and foster the ideals of Christian marriage and family life, and to

examine the ways in which those who are unmarried may discover the fullness which God

intends for all his children;

(b) to provide ministries of compassionate support to those suffering from brokenness within

marriage and family relationships;
(c) to emphasise the sacredness of all human life, the moral issues inherent in clinical

abortion, and the possible implications of genetic engineering.

3. While we reaffirm heterosexuality as the scriptural norm, we recognise the need for deep and

dispassionate study of the question of homosexuality, which would take seriously both the

teaching of Scripture and the results of scientific and medical research. The Church, recognising

the need for pastoral concern for those who are homosexual, encourages dialogue with them. (We

note with satisfaction that such studies are now proceeding in some member Churches of the

Anglican Communion.)
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Resolution 64

Human Rights for Those of Homosexual Orientation

This Conference:

1. Reaffirms the statement of the Lambeth Conference of 1978 on homosexuality, recognising the

continuing need in the next decade for "deep and dispassionate study of the question of

homosexuality, which would take seriously both the teaching of Scripture and the results of

scientific and medical research."

2. Urges such study and reflection to take account of biological, genetic and psychological

research being undertaken by other agencies, and the socio-cultural factors that lead to the

different attitudes in the provinces of our Communion.

3. Calls each province to reassess, in the light of such study and because of our concern for

human rights, its care for and attitude towards persons of homosexual orientation.
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