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Resolution 113

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference affirms that marriage is a vocation to holiness, through which men and women

share in the love and creative purpose of God. The sins of self-indulgence and sensuality, born of

selfishness and a refusal to accept marriage as a divine vocation, destroy its true nature and

depth, and the right fullness and balance of the relationship between men and women. Christians

need always to remember that sexual love is not an end in itself nor a means to self-gratification,

and that self-discipline and restraint are essential conditions of the freedom of marriage and family

planning.
Resolution 115

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference believes that the responsibility for deciding upon the number and frequency of

children has been laid by God upon the consciences of parents everywhere; that this planning, in

such ways as are mutually acceptable to husband and wife in Christian conscience, is a right and

important factor in Christian family life and should be the result of positive choice before God. Such

responsible parenthood, built on obedience to all the duties of marriage, requires a wise

stewardship of the resources and abilities of the family as well as a thoughtful consideration of the

varying population needs and problems of society and the claims of future generations.
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