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Resolution 14

That, in the opinion of this Conference, earnest efforts should be made to establish more friendly

relations between the Scandinavian and Anglican Churches; and that approaches on the part of

the Swedish Church, with a view to the mutual explanation of differences, be most gladly

welcomed, in order to the ultimate establishment, if possible, of intercommunion on sound

principles of ecclesiastical polity.
Resolution 15

a. That this Conference recognises with thankfulness the dignified and independent position

of the Old Catholic Church of Holland, and looks to more frequent brotherly intercourse to

remove many of the barriers which at present separate us.

b. That we regard it as a duty to promote friendly relations with the Old Catholic community

in Germany, and with the "Christian Catholic Church" in Switzerland, not only out of

sympathy with them, but also in thankfulness to God who has strengthened them to suffer

for the truth under great discouragements, difficulties, and temptations; and that we offer

them the privileges recommended by the Committee under the conditions specified in its

Report.

c. That the sacrifices made by the Old Catholics in Austria deserve our sympathy, and that

we hope, when their organisation is sufficiently tried and complete, a more formal relation

may be found possible.

d. That, with regard to the reformers in Italy, France, Spain, and Portugal, struggling to free

themselves from the burden of unlawful terms of communion, we trust that they may be

enabled to adopt such sound forms of doctrine and discipline, and to secure such Catholic

organisation as will permit us to give them a fuller recognition.

e. That, without desiring to interfere with the rights of bishops of the Catholic Church to

interpose in cases of extreme necessity, we deprecate any action that does not regard

primitive and established principles of jurisdiction and the interests of the whole Anglican

Communion.

Voting: All parts of this Resolution were carried "nemine contradicente."
Resolution 16

That, having regard to the fact that the question of the relation of the Anglican Church to the Unitas

Fratrum, or Moravians, was remitted by the last Lambeth Conference to a Committee, which has

hitherto presented no Report on the subject, the Archbishop of Canterbury be requested to appoint

a committee of bishops who shall be empowered to confer with learned theologians, and with the

heads of the Unitas Fratrum, and shall report to His Grace before the end of the current year, and

that His Grace be requested to take such action on their Report as he shall deem right.
Resolution 17

That this Conference, rejoicing in the friendly communications which have passed between the

Archbishops of Canterbury and other Anglican bishops, and the Patriarchs of Constantinople and

other Eastern patriarchs and bishops, desires to express its hope that the barriers to fuller

communion may be, in course of time, removed by further intercourse and extended

enlightenment. The Conference commends this subject to the devout prayers of the faithful, and

recommends that the counsels and efforts of our fellow Christians should be directed to the

encouragement of internal reformation in the Eastern Churches, rather than to the drawing away

from them of individual members of their Communion.
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Resolution 28

That in accordance with the sentiments expressed by the bishops who met in the last Conference,

we regard it as our duty to maintain and promote friendly relations with the Old Catholic community

in Germany, and with the Christian Catholic Church in Switzerland, assuring them of our

sympathy, of our thankfulness to God who has held them steadfast in their efforts for the

preservation of the primitive faith and order, and who, through all discouragements, difficulties, and

temptations, has given them the assurance of his blessing, in the maintenance of the principles, in

the enlargement of their congregations, and in the increase of their Churches. We continue the

offer of the religious privileges by which the clergy and faithful laity may be admitted to Holy

Communion on the same conditions as our own communicants.
Resolution 29

That we renew the expression of hope for a more formal relation with the Old Catholics in Austria,

when their organisation shall have been made more complete.
Resolution 31

That we express our sympathy with the reformation movement in Brazil, and trust that it may

develop in accordance with sound principles.
Resolution 32

That we repeat the expressions of sympathy (contained in the Report of the Lambeth Conference

of 1888) with the brave and earnest men of France, Italy, Spain, and Portugal who have been

driven to free themselves from the burden of unlawful terms of communion imposed by the Church

of Rome; and continue to watch these movements with deep and anxious interest, praying that

they may be blessed and guided by Almighty God.
Resolution 34

That every opportunity be taken to emphasise the divine purpose of visible unity amongst

Christians as a fact of revelation.
Resolution 35

That this Conference urges the duty of special intercession for the unity of the Church in

accordance with our Lord's own prayer.
Resolution 36

That the Archbishops of Canterbury and York and the Bishop of London be requested to act as a

committee with power to add to their number, to confer personally or by correspondence with the

Orthodox Eastern patriarchs, the "Holy Governing Synod" of the Church of Russia, and the chief

authorities of the various Eastern Churches with a view to consider the possibility of securing a

clearer understanding and of establishing closer relations between the Churches of the East and

the Anglican Communion; and that under the direction of the said Committee arrangements be

made for the translation of books and documents setting forth the relative positions of the various

Churches, and also of such catechisms and forms of service as may be helpful to mutual

understanding.
Resolution 37

That this Conference, not possessing sufficient information to warrant the expression of a decided

opinion upon the question of the orders of the Unitas Fratrum or Moravians, must content itself

with expressing a hearty desire for such relations with them as will aid the cause of Christian unity,

and with recommending that there should be on the part of the Anglican Communion further

consideration of the whole subject, in the hope of establishing closer relations between the Unitas

Fratrum and the Churches represented in this Conference.
Resolution 38

That the Archbishop of Canterbury be requested to appoint a committee to conduct the further

investigation of the subject, and for such purpose to confer with the authorities or representatives

of the Unitas Fratrum.
Resolution 39

That this Conference, being desirous of furthering the action taken by the Lambeth Conference of

1888 with regard to the validity of the orders of the Swedish Church, requests the Archbishop of

Canterbury to appoint a committee to inquire into the question, and to report to the next Lambeth

Conference; and that it is desirable that the committee, if appointed, should confer with the

authorities or representatives of the Church of Sweden upon the subject of the proposed

investigation.
Resolution 40

That the bishops of the several Churches of the Anglican Communion be urged to appoint

committees of bishops, where they have not been already appointed, to watch for opportunities of

united prayer and mutual conference between representatives of different Christian bodies, and to

give counsel where counsel may be asked in this matter. That these committees confer with and

assist each other, and regard themselves as responsible for reporting to the next Lambeth

Conference what has been accomplished in this respect.
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Resolution 23

The Conference commends to the consideration of the Church the suggestions of the Committee

on Foreign Missions, contained in their Report, for correlation and co-operation between missions

of the Anglican Communion and those of other Christian bodies.
Resolution 58

This Conference reaffirms the Resolution of the Conference of 1897 that "every opportunity should

be taken to emphasise the divine purpose of visible unity amongst Christians as a fact of

revelation." It desires further to affirm that in all partial projects of reunion and intercommunion the

final attainment of the divine purpose should be kept in view as our object; and that care should be

taken to do what will advance the reunion of the whole of Christendom, and to abstain from doing

anything that will retard or prevent it.
Resolution 59

The Conference recognises with thankfulness the manifold signs of the increase of the desire for

unity among all Christian bodies; and, with a deep sense of the call to follow the manifest guiding

of the Holy Spirit, solemnly urges the duty of special intercession for the unity of the Church, in

accordance with our Lord's own prayer.
Resolution 60

This Conference resolves that a letter of greeting be sent from the Lambeth Conference to the

National Council of the Russian Church about to assemble, and that the letter should be conveyed

to the Council by two or more bishops if possible; and that His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury

be respectfully requested to cause such a letter to be written, and to sign it on behalf of the

Conference, and to nominate bishops to convey it to the Council.
Resolution 61

The Conference respectfully requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a committee to take

cognisance of all that concerns our relations with the Churches of the Orthodox East, and desires

that this committee should be on a permanent basis.
Resolution 62

The Conference is of opinion that it should be the recognised practice of the Churches of our

Communion:

1. at all times to baptize the children of members of any Church of the Orthodox Eastern

Communion in cases of emergency, provided that there is a clear understanding that

baptism should not be again administered to those so baptized;

2. at all times to admit members of any Church of the Orthodox Eastern Communion to

communicate in our churches, when they are deprived of the ministrations of a priest of

their own Communion, provided that

a. they are at that time admissible to communion in their own Churches,and

b. are not under any disqualification so far as our own rules of discipline are

concerned.
Resolution 63

The Conference would welcome any steps that might be taken to acertain the precise doctrinal

position of the ancient separate Churches of the East with a view to possible intercommunion, and

would suggest to the Archbishop of Canterbury the appointment of commissions to examine the

doctrinal position of particular Churches, and (for example) to prepare some carefully framed

statement of the faith as to our Lord's person, in the simplest possible terms, which should be

submitted to each of such Churches, where feasible, in order to ascertain whether it represents

their belief with substantial accuracy. The conclusions of such commissions should in our opinion

be submitted to the metropolitans or presiding bishops of all the Churches of the Anglican

Communion.
Resolution 64

In the event of doctrinal agreement being reached with such separate Churches, the Conference is

of opinion that it would be right

1. for any Church of the Anglican Communion to admit individual communicant members of

those Churches to communicate with us when they are deprived of this means of grace

through isolation, and conversely, for our communicants to seek the same privileges in

similar circumstances;

2. for the Churches of the Anglican Communion to permit our communicants to communicate

on special occasions with these Churches, even when not deprived of this means of grace

through isolation, and conversely, that their communicants should be allowed the same

privileges in similar circumstances.
Resolution 65

We consider that any more formal and complete compact between us and any such Church,

seeing that it might affect our relations with certain other Churches, should not take place without

previous communication with any other Church which might be affected thereby.
Resolution 66

The Conference is of opinion that it is of the greatest importance that our representatives abroad,

both clerical and lay, whilst holding firmly to our own position, should show all Christian courtesy

towards the Churches of the lands in which they reside and towards their ecclesiastical authorities;

and that the chaplains to be selected for work on the continent of Europe and elsewhere should be

instructed to show such courtesy.
Resolution 67

We desire earnestly to warn members of our Communion against contracting marriages with

Roman Catholics under the conditions imposed by modern Roman canon law, especially as these

conditions involve the performance of the marriage ceremony without any prayer or invocation of

the divine blessing, and also a promise to have their children brought up in a religious system

which they cannot themselves accept.
Resolution 68

The Conference desires to maintain and strengthen the friendly relations which already exist

between the Churches of the Anglican Communion and the ancient Church of Holland and the Old

Catholic Churches, especially in Germany, Switzerland, and Austria.
Resolution 69

With a view to the avoidance of further ecclesiastical confusion, the Conference would earnestly

deprecate the setting up of a new organised body in regions where a Church with apostolic

ministry and Catholic doctrine offers religious privileges without the imposition of uncatholic terms

of communion, more especially in cases where no difference of language or nationality exists; and,

in view of the friendly relations referred to in the previous Resolution, it would respectfully request

the Archbishop of Canterbury, if he thinks fit, to bring this Resolution to the notice of the Old

Catholic bishops.
Resolution 70

For the sake of unity, and as a particular expression of brotherly affection, we recommend that any

official request of the Unitas Fratrum for the participation of Anglican bishops in the consecration of

bishops of the Unitas should be accepted, provided that:

1. such Anglican bishops should not be less than three in number, and should participate

both the the saying of the prayers of consecration and in the laying-on of hands, and that

the rite itself is judged to be sufficient by the bishops of the Church of our Communion to

which the invited bishops belong;

2. the synods of the Unitas

a. are able to give sufficient assurance of doctrinal agreement with ourselves in all

essentials (as we believe that they will be willing and able to do); and

b. are willing to explain its position as that of a religious community or missionary

body in close alliance with the Anglican Communion; and

c. are willing to accord a due recognition to the position of our bishops within

Anglican dioceses and jurisdictions; and

d. are willing to adopt a rule as to the administration of confirmation more akin to our

own.
Resolution 71

After the conditions prescribed in the preceding Resolution have been complied with, and a bishop

has been consecrated in accordance with them, corresponding invitations from any bishop of the

Unitas Fratrum to an Anglican bishop and his presbyters to participate in the ordination of a

Moravian presbyter should be accepted, provided that the Anglican bishop should participate both

in the saying of the prayers of ordination and in the laying-on of hands, and that the rite itself is

judged to be sufficient by the bishops of the Church of our Communion to which the invited bishop

belongs.
Resolution 72

Any bishop or presbyter so consecrated or ordained should be free to minister in the Anglican

Communion with due episcopal licence; and, in the and acted upon by the synods of the Unitas,

during the period of transition some permission to preach in our churches might on special

occasions be extended to Moravian ministers by bishops of our Communion.

*[Conference Resolutions 70 and 71; the numbers in the text of Resolution 72 refer to the draft

Resolutions as proposed by the Committee concerned.]
Resolution 73

We recommend that the Archbishop of Canterbury be respectfully requested to name a committee

to communicate, as need arises, with representatives of the Unitas, and also to direct that the

decisions of the present Conference be communicated to the Secretarius Unitatis.
Resolution 74

This Conference heartily thanks the Archbishop of Upsala for his letter of friendly greeting, and for

sending his honoured colleague, the Bishop of Kalmar, to confer with its members on the question

of the establishment of an alliance of some sort between the Swedish and Anglican Churches. The

Conference respectfully desires the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a commission to

correspond further with the Swedish Church through the Archbishop of Upsala on the possibility

and conditions of such an alliance.
Resolution 75

The Conference receives with thankfulness and hope the Report of its Committee on Reunion and

Intercommunion, and is of opinion that, in the welcome event of any project of reunion between

any Church of the Anglican Communion and any Presbyterian or other non-episcopal Church,

which, while preserving the faith in its integrity and purity, has also exhibited care as to the form

and intention of ordination to the ministry, reaching the stage of responsible official negotiation, it

might be possible to make an approach to reunion on the basis of consecrations to the episcopate

on lines suggested by such precedents as those of 1610.* Further, in the opinion of the

Conference, it might be possible to authorise arrangements (for the period of transition towards full

union on the basis of episcopal ordination) which would respect the convictions of those who had

not received episcopal orders, without involving any surrender on our part of the principles of

Church order laid down in the Preface to the Ordinal attached to the Book of Common Prayer.

*When the episcopate was restored temporarily in the Church of Scotland through the agency of

three bishops consecrated in England.
Resolution 76

Every opportunity should be welcomed of co-operation between members of different

Communions in all matters pertaining to the social and moral welfare of the people.
Resolution 77

The members of the Anglican Communion should take pains to study the doctrines and positions

of those who are separated from it and to promote a cordial mutual understanding; and, as a

means towards this end, the Conference suggests that private meetings of ministers and laymen

of different Christian bodies for common study, discussion, and prayer should be frequently held in

convenient centres.
Resolution 78

The constituted authorities of the various Churches of the Anglican Communion should, as

opportunity offers, arrange conferences with representatives of other Christian Churches, and

meetings for common acknowledgement of the sins of division, and for intercession for the growth

of unity.
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Resolution 9

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference adopts and sends forth the following Appeal to all Christian people:

An Appeal To All Christian People from the Bishops Assembled in the Lambeth Conference of

1920 We, Archbishops, Bishops Metropolitan, and other Bishops of the Holy Catholic Church in full

communion with the Church of England, in Conference assembled, realising the responsibility

which rests upon us at this time, and sensible of the sympathy and the prayers of many, both

within and without our own Communion, make this appeal to all Christian people.

We acknowledge all those who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, and have been baptized into the

name of the Holy Trinity, as sharing with us membership in the universal Church of Christ which is

his Body. We believe that the Holy Spirit has called us in a very solemn and special manner to

associate ourselves in penitence and prayer with all those who deplore the divisions of Christian

people, and are inspired by the vision and hope of a visible unity of the whole Church.

I. We believe that God wills fellowship. By God's own act this fellowship was made in and through

Jesus Christ, and its life is in his Spirit. We believe that it is God's purpose to manifest this

fellowship, so far as this world is concerned, in an outward, visible, and united society, holding one

faith, having its own recognized officers, using God-given means of grace, and inspiring all its

members to the world-wide service of the Kingdom of God. This is what we mean by the Catholic

Church.

II. This united fellowship is not visible in the world today. On the one hand there are other ancient

episcopal Communions in East and West, to whom ours is bound by many ties of common faith

and tradition. On the other hand there are the great non-episcopal Communions, standing for rich

elements of truth, liberty and life which might otherwise have been obscured or neglected. With

them we are closely linked by many affinities, racial, historical and spiritual. We cherish the earnest

hope that all these Communions, and our own, may be led by the Spirit into the unity of the faith

and of the knowledge of the Son of God. But in fact we are all organized in different groups, each

one keeping to itself gifts that rightly belong to the whole fellowship, and tending to live its own life

apart from the rest.

III. The causes of division lie deep in the past, and are by no means simple or wholly blameworthy.

Yet none can doubt that self-will, ambition, and lack of charity among Christians have been

principal factors in the mingled process, and that these, together with blindness to the sin of

disunion, are still mainly responsible for the breaches of Christendom. We acknowledge this

condition of broken fellowship to be contrary to God's will, and we desire frankly to confess our

share in the guilt of thus crippling the Body of Christ and hindering the activity of his Spirit.

IV. The times call us to new outlook and new measures. The faith cannot be adequately

apprehended and the battle of the Kingdom cannot be worthily fought while the body is divided,
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and is thus unable to grow up into the fullness of the life of Christ. The time has come, we believe,

for all the separated groups of Christians to agree in forgetting the things which are behind and

reaching out towards the goal of a reunited Catholic Church. The removal of the barriers which

have arisen between them will only be brought about by a new comradeship of those whose faces

are definitely set this way.

The vision which rises before us is that of a Church, genuinely Catholic, loyal to all truth, and

gathering into its fellowship all "who profess and call themselves Christians," within whose visible

unity all the treasures of faith and order, bequeathed as a heritage by the past to the present, shall

be possessed in common, and made serviceable to the whole Body of Christ. Within this unity

Christian Communions now separated from one another would retain much that has long been

distinctive in their methods of worship and service. It is through a rich diversity of life and devotion

that the unity of the whole fellowship will be fulfilled.

V. This means an adventure of goodwill and still more of faith, for nothing less is required than a

new discovery of the creative resources of God. To this adventure we are convinced that God is

now calling all the members of his Church.

VI. We believe that the visible unity of the Church will be found to involve the wholehearted

acceptance of:

The Holy Scriptures, as the record of God's revelation of himself to man, and as being the rule and

ultimate standard of faith; and the Creed commonly called Nicene, as the sufficient statement of

the Christian faith, and either it or the Apostles' Creed as the baptismal confession of belief; the

divinely instituted sacraments of Baptism and the Holy Communion, as expressing for all the

corporate life of the whole fellowship in and with Christ; a ministry acknowledged by every part of

the Church as possessing not only the inward call of the Spirit, but also the commission of Christ

and the authority of the whole body.

VII. May we not reasonably claim that the episcopate is the one means of providing such a

ministry? It is not that we call in question for a moment the spiritual reality of the ministries of those

Communions which do not possess the episcopate. On the contrary we thankfully acknowledge

that these ministries have been manifestly blessed and owned by the Holy Spirit as effective

means of grace. But we submit that considerations alike of history and of present experience

justify the claim which we make on behalf of the episcopate. Moreover, we would urge that it is

now and will prove to be in the future the best instrument for maintaining the unity and continuity of

the Church. But we greatly desire that the office of a bishop should be everywhere exercised in a

representative and constitutional manner, and more truly express all that ought to be involved for

the life of the Christian family in the title of Father-in-God. Nay more, we eagerly look forward to

the day when through its acceptance in a united Church we may all share in that grace which is

pledged to the members of the whole body in the apostolic rite of the laying-on of hands, and in the

joy and fellowship of a eucharist in which as one family we may together, without any doubtfulness

of mind, offer to the one Lord our worship and service.

VIII. We believe that for all, the truly equitable approach to union is by way of mutual deference to

one another's consciences. To this end, we who send forth this appeal would say that if the

authorities of other Communions should so desire, we are persuaded that, terms of union having

been otherwise satisfactorily adjusted, bishops and clergy of our Communion would willingly

accept from these authorities a form of commission or recognition which would commend our

ministry to their congregations, as having its place in the one family life. It is not in our power to

know how far this suggestion may be acceptable to those to whom we offer it. We can only say

that we offer it in all sincerity as a token of our longing that all ministries of grace, theirs and ours,

shall be available for the service of our Lord in a united church.

It is our hope that the same motive would lead ministers who have not received it to accept a

commission through episcopal ordination, as obtaining for them a ministry throughout the whole

fellowship.

In so acting no one of us could possibly be taken to repudiate his past ministry. God forbid that any

man should repudiate a past experience rich in spiritual blessings for himself and others. Nor

would any of us be dishonouring the Holy Spirit of God, whose call led us all to our several

ministries, and whose power enabled us to perform them. We shall be publicly and formally

seeking additional recognition of a new call to wider service in a reunited Church, and imploring for

ourselves God's grace and strength to fulfil the same.
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IX. The spiritual leadership of the Catholic Church in days to come, for which the world is

manifestly waiting, depends upon the readiness with which each group is prepared to make

sacrifices for the sake of a common fellowship, a common ministry, and a common service to the

world.

We place this ideal first and foremost before ourselves and our own people. We call upon them to

make the effort to meet the demands of a new age with a new outlook. To all other Christian

people whom our words may reach we make the same appeal. We do not ask that any one

Communion should consent to be absorbed into another. We do ask that all should unite in a new

and great endeavour to recover and to manifest to the world the unity of the Body of Christ for

which he prayed.
Resolution 10

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recommends to the authorities of the Churches of the Anglican Communion that

they should, in such ways and at such times as they think best, formally invite the authorities of

other Churches within their areas to confer with them concerning the possibility of taking definite

steps to co-operate in a common endeavour, on the lines set forth in the above Appeal [Resolution

9], to restore the unity of the Church of Christ.
Resolution 11

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recognizes that the task of effecting union with other Christian Communions must

be undertaken by the various national, regional, or provincial authorities of the Churches within the

Anglican Communion, and confidently commits to them the carrying out of this task on lines that

are in general harmony with the principles underlying its Appeal and Resolutions.
Resolution 12

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference approves the following statements as representing the counsel which it is

prepared to give to the bishops, clergy and other members of our own Communion on various

subjects which bear upon the problems of reunion, provided that such counsel is not to be

regarded as calling in question any canons or official declarations of any synod or House of

Bishops of a national, regional, or provincial Church which has already dealt with these matters.

A. In view of prospects and projects of reunion:

i. A bishop is justified in giving occasional authorisation to ministers, not episcopally

ordained, who in his judgement are working towards an ideal of union such as is

described in our Appeal, to preach in churches within his diocese, and to clergy of

the diocese to preach in the churches of such ministers.

ii. The bishops of the Anglican Communion will not question the action of any

bishop who, in the few years between the initiation and the completion of a

definite scheme of union, shall countenance the irregularity of admitting to

Communion the baptized but unconfirmed communicants of the non-episcopal

congregations concerned in the scheme.

iii. The Conference gives its general approval to the suggestions contained in the

Report of the Sub-Committee on Reunion with Non-Episcopal Churches in

reference to the status and work of ministers who may remain after union without

episcopal ordination.
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B. Believing, however, that certain lines of action might imperil both the attainment of its ideal

and the unity of its own Communion, the Conference declares that:

i. It cannot approve of general schemes of intercommunion or exchange of pulpits.

ii. In accordance with the principle of Church order set forth in the Preface to the

Ordinal attached to the Book of Common Prayer, it cannot approve the

celebration in Anglican churches of the Holy Communion for members of the

Anglican Church by ministers who have not been episcopally ordained; and that it

should be regarded as the general rule of the Church that Anglican

communicants should receive Holy Communion only at the hands of ministers of

their own Church, or of Churches in communion therewith.

C. In view of doubts and varieties of practice which have caused difficulties in the past, the

Conference declares that:

1. Nothing in these Resolutions is intended to indicate that the rule of confirmation

as conditioning admission to Holy Communion must necessarily apply to the case

of baptized persons who seek Communion under conditions which in the bishop's

judgement justify their admission thereto.

2. In cases in which it is impossible for the bishop's judgement to be obtained

beforehand the priest should remember that he has no canonical authority to

refuse Communion to any baptized person kneeling before the Lord's Table

(unless he be excommunicate by name, or, in the canonical sense of the term, a

cause of scandal to the faithful); and that, if a question may properly be raised as

to the future admission of any such person to Holy Communion, either because

he has not been confirmed or for other reasons, the priest should refer the matter

to the bishop for counsel. or direction.
Resolution 13

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recommends that, wherever it has not already been done, councils representing

all Christian Communions should be formed within such areas as may be deemed most

convenient, as centres of united effort to promote the physical, moral, and social welfare of the

people, and the extension of the rule of Christ among all nations and over every region of human

life.
Resolution 14

Reunion of Christendom

It is important to the cause of reunion that every branch of the Anglican Communion should

develop the constitutional government of the Church and should make a fuller use of the capacities

of its members for service.
Resolution 15

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference urges on every branch of the Anglican Communion that it should prepare its

members for taking their part in the universal fellowship of the reunited Church, by setting before

them the loyalty which they owe to the universal Church, and the charity and understanding which

are required of the members of so inclusive a society.
Resolution 16

Reunion of Christendom

We desire to express our profound thankfulness for the important movements towards unity which,

during the last twelve years, have taken place in many parts of the world, and for the earnest

desire for reunion which has been manifested both in our own Communion and among the

Churches now separated from us. In particular, the Conference has heard with sympathetic and

hopeful interest of the preliminary meeting of the proposed World Conference on Faith and Order

about to be held at Geneva, and earnestly prays that its deliberations may tend towards the

reunion of the Christian Church.
Resolution 17

Reunion of Christendom

We desire to express our deep sympathy with the Church of Russia in the terrible persecution

which it has in many places suffered. We earnestly trust that in the providence of God its

difficulties may speedily be removed, and that it may be enabled in renewed life and strength so to

carry on its work unhindered as to further, in the life of the Russian people, whatsoever things are

true and just, whatsoever things are lovely and of good report.
Resolution 18

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference heartily thanks the Oecumenical Patriarchate for the mission of the Metropolitan

of Demotica and others to confer with its members on questions concerning the relations between

the Anglican and Eastern Churches, and expresses its grateful appreciation of the great help given

to its Committee by the delegation.
Resolution 19

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference welcomes the appointment by the Archbishop of Canterbury of an "Eastern

Churches Committee" on a permanent basis, in pursuance of Resolution 61 of the Conference of

1908; and looks forward hopefully to the work of that Committee, in conjunction with similar

committees appointed in Constantinople and Athens, as helping greatly to forward the cause of

reunion with the Orthodox Church.
Resolution 20

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference expresses its heartfelt sympathy with the Armenian, Assyrian, and Syrian

Jacobite Christians in the persecutions which they have been called upon to endure, deploring with

indignation the terrible massacres that have taken place among them both before and during the

Great War; and earnestly prays that in the rearrangement of the political affairs of the East they

may be granted a righteous government and freedom from oppression in the future.
Resolution 21

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference has received with satisfaction its Committee's report of the investigations that

have been made during the last twelve years with regard to the present doctrinal position of the

Separated Churches of the East; and, without expressing an opinion as to the past, believes that

these investigations have gone far towards showing that any errors as to the incarnation of our

Lord, which may at some period of their history have been attributed to them, have at any rate now

passed away.
Resolution 22

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference repeats the proposal made by the Conference of 1908 that, when any of the

Separated Churches of the East desire closer relations with us, and wish for the establishment of

occasional inter-communion, and give satisfactory assurances as to their faith, such relations

should at once be established.
Resolution 23

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference respectfully requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to take advantage of any

opportunity that may arise to enter into friendly relations with these Churches, and to inform the

authorities of the Orthodox Eastern Church of any steps that may be taken in the direction of

intercommunion with them. Similar action should be taken with regard to informing the

metropolitans of our own Communion.
Resolution 24

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference welcomes the Report of the Commission appointed after the last Conference

entitled "The Church of England and the Church of Sweden," and, accepting the conclusions there

maintained on the succession of bishops of the Church of Sweden and the conception of the

priesthood set forth in its standards, recommends that members of that Church, qualified to

receive the sacrament in their own Church, should be admitted to Holy Communion in ours. It also

recommends that on suitable occasions permission should be given to Swedish ecclesiastics to

give addresses in our churches.

If the authorities of any province of the Anglican Communion find local irregularities in the order or

practice of the Church of Sweden outside that country, they may legitimately, within their own

region, postpone any such action as is recommended in this Resolution until they are satisfied that

these irregularities have been removed.
Resolution 25

Reunion of Christendom

We recommend further that in the event of an invitation being extended to an Anglican bishop or

bishops to take part in the consecration of a Swedish bishop, the invitation should, if possible, be

accepted, subject to the approval of the metropolitan. We also recommend that, in the first

instance, as an evident token of the restoration of closer relations between the two Churches, if

possible more than one of our bishops should take part in the consecration.
Resolution 26

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference thanks the Old Catholic bishops for their explanation, in response to the letter of

the Archbishop of Canterbury, of their action in consecrating the Revd A.H. Mathew to the

episcopate in 1908, and repeats the desire expressed at previous Conferences to maintain and

strengthen the friendly relations which exist between the Churches of the Anglican Communion

and the ancient Church of Holland and the Old Catholic Churches, especially in Germany,

Switzerland and Austria.
Resolution 27

Reunion of Christendom

We regret that on a review of all the facts we are unable to regard the so-called Old Catholic

Church in Great Britain (under the late Bishop Mathew and his successors), and its extensions

overseas, as a properly constituted Church, or to recognise the orders of its ministers, and we

recommend that, in the event of any of its ministers desiring to join our Communion, who are in

other respects duly qualified, they should be ordained sub conditione in accordance with the

provisions suggested in the Report of our Committee.
Resolution 28

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference recommends that the same course be followed, as occasion may require, in the

case of persons claiming to have received consecration or ordination from any "episcopi

vagantes," whose claims we are unable to recognise.
Resolution 29

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference, while welcoming the Report of the Committee appointed by the Conference of

1908 on the Unitas Fratum or Moravians, regrets that it is unable to recommend any such action

being taken as is suggested in Resolutions 70-72 of that Conference so long as the Unitas retains

its practice of the administration of confirmation and the celebration of Holy Communion by

deacons, but hopes that, in the event of the Unitas changing its rules in these matters, negotiations

with individual provinces of the Unitas may be resumed, and believes that in this case there would

be good prospect of such negotiations being brought to a satisfactory conclusion.
Resolution 30

Reunion of Christendom

We recommend with a view to this end that the Archbishop of Canterbury be respectfully

requested to reappoint with additional members the Committee appointed at the last Conference;

and we hope that, in the event of all the remaining difficulties being removed to his satisfaction,

with the concurrence of the Central Consultative Body of the Lambeth Conference, the action

suggested in the Resolutions of the Conference of 1908 may take place without further delay.
Resolution 31

Reunion of Christendom

The Conference regrets that it is unable to recommend the acceptance of the proposals of the

"Southern Synod" of the "Reformed Episcopal Church" in England for reunion with the Church of

England, and, while unable to advise the acceptance of other proposals for corporate union with

the Reformed Episcopal Church, recommends that, if applications for admission into the English

Church are made by individual ministers of that Communion, such applications should be

sympathetically received, and the ministers, if in all respects equal to the standard and

requirements of the Church of England, be ordained sub conditione.
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Resolution 31

The Unity of the Church

The Conference records, with deep thanks to Almighty God, the signs of a growing movement

towards Christian unity in all parts of the world since the issue of the "Appeal to All Christian

People" by the Lambeth Conference in 1920.

The Conference heartily endorses that Appeal and reaffirms the principles contained in it and in

the Resolutions dealing with reunion adopted by that Conference.
Resolution 32

The Unity of the Church - The Malines Conversations

Believing that our Lord's purpose for his Church will only be fulfilled when all the separated parts of

his Body are united, and that only by full discussion between the Churches can error and

misunderstanding be removed and full spiritual unity attained, the Conference expresses its

appreciation of the courage and Christian charity of Cardinal Mercier in arranging the Malines

Conversations, unofficial and not fully representative of the Churches though they were, and its

regret that by the encyclical "Mortalium animos" members of the Roman Catholic Church are

forbidden to take part in the World Conference on Faith and Order and other similar conferences.
Resolution 33

The Unity of the Church - The Eastern Orthodox Church

a. The Conference heartily thanks the Oecumenical Patriarch for arranging in co-operation

with the other patriarchs and the autocephalous Churches for the sending of an important

delegation of the Eastern Orthodox Church under the leadership of the Patriarch of

Alexandria, and expresses its grateful appreciation of the help given to its Committee by

the delegation, as well as its sense of the value of the advance made through the joint

meetings in the relations of the Orthodox Church with the Anglican Communion.

b. The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint representatives of the

Anglican Communion and to invite the Oecumenical Patriarch to appoint representatives

of the patriarchates and autocephalous Churches of the East to be a doctrinal

commission, which may, in correspondence and in consultation, prepare a joint statement

on the theological points about which there is difference and agreement between the

Anglican and the Eastern Churches.

c. The Conference, not having been summoned as a synod to issue any statement

professing to define doctrine, is therefore unable to issue such a formal statement on the

subjects referred to in the Resume* of the discussions between the Patriarch of

Alexandria with the other Orthodox representatives and bishops of the Anglican

Communion, but records its acceptance of the statements of the Anglican bishops

contained therein as a sufficient account of the teaching and practice of the Church of

England and of the Churches in communion with it, in relation to those subjects.
Resolution 34

The Unity of the Church - The Eastern Orthodox Church

The Conference expresses its sympathy with the Church of Russia in its persecution and

sufferings, and prays that God, in his mercy, may give liberty and prosperity once more to that

Church, that it may again take its place with greater freedom and power of self-expression among

the other great Churches of Christendom.
Resolution 35

The Unity of the Church - The Old Catholic Church

a. The Conference heartily thanks the Archbishop of Utrecht and the bishops of the Old

Catholic Church associated with him for coming to consult with its members on the

development of closer relations between their Churches and the Anglican Communion,

and expresses its sense of the importance of the step taken.

b. The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint representatives of the

Anglican Communion, and to invite the Archbishop of Utrecht to appoint representatives of

the Old Catholic Churches to be a doctrinal commission to discuss points of agreement

and difference between them.

c. The Conference agrees that there is nothing in the Declaration of Utrecht* inconsistent

with the teaching of the Church of England.
Resolution 36

The Unity of the Church - The Separated Eastern Churches

1. The Conference thanks Bishop Tourian for taking counsel with one of its committees on

the relations between the Church* and the Anglican Communion, and assures him of its

deep sympathy with the sufferings of his nation.

2. The Conference expresses its deep sympathy with the Armenian, East Syrian (Assyrian)

and West Syrian Christians in the hardship and suffering which they have endured since

the war, and earnestly prays that they may be given strength and courage in their efforts

for self-preservation, as well as that their rights may be fully secured as religious or racial

minorities in the territories in which they live.

3. The Conference welcomes the development of closer relations between the Anglican

Communion and the Separated Churches of the East which is recorded in its Committee's

Report, and earnestly desires that these relations may be steadily strengthened, in

consultation with the Orthodox Church, in the hope that in due course full intercommunion

may be reached.
Resolution 37

The Unity of the Church - The Church of Sweden

The Conference thanks the Church of Sweden for the visit of the Bishop of Lund and expresses its

hope that the existing fraternal relations with that Church will be maintained, and that relations may

also be strengthened with the other Scandinavian Churches with a view to promoting greater unity

in the future.
Resolution 38

The Unity of the Church - The Church of Finland

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, as soon as seems advisable, to appoint a

committee to investigate the position of the Church of Finland and its relations to the Church of

England.
Resolution 39

The Unity of the Church - The Moravians (Unitas Fratum)

The Conference is grateful to the Moravian Church for sending so important a body of

representatives to confer with their Committee, and respectfully requests the Archbishop of

Canterbury to appoint a new committee to confer with a committee of the Moravian Church.
Resolution 40

The Unity of the Church - South India

a. The Conference has heard with the deepest interest of the proposals for

Church union in South India now under consideration between the Church of India, Burma

and Ceylon, the South India United Church and the Wesleyan Methodist Church of South

India, and expresses its high appreciation of the spirit in which the representatives of

these Churches have pursued the long and careful negotiations.

b. The Conference notes with warm sympathy that the project embodied in

the Proposed Scheme for Church Union in South India is not the formation of any fresh

Church or province of the Anglican Communion under new conditions, but seeks to bring

together the distinctive elements of different Christian Communions, on a basis of sound

doctrine and episcopal order, in a distinctive province of the Universal Church, in such a

way as to give the Indian expression of the spirit, the thought and the life of the Church

Universal.

c. We observe further, as a novel feature in the South Indian scheme, that

a complete agreement between the uniting Churches on certain points of doctrine and

practice is not expected to be reached before the inauguration of the union; but the

promoters of the scheme believe that unity will be reached gradually and more securely

by the interaction of the different elements of the united Church upon one another. It is

only when the unification resulting from that interaction is complete that a final judgement

can be pronounced on the effect of the present proposals. Without attempting, therefore,

to pronounce such judgement now, we express to our brethren in India our strong desire

that, as soon as the negotiations are successfully completed, the venture should be made

and the union inaugurated. We hope that it will lead to the emergence of a part of the

Body of Christ which will possess a new combination of the riches that are his. In this

hope we ask the Churches of our Communion to stand by our brethren in India, while they

make this experiment, with generous goodwill.

d. The Conference thinks it wise to point out that, after the union in

South India has been inaugurated, both ministers and lay people of the united Church,

when they are outside the jurisdiction of that Church, will be amenable to the regulations

of the province and diocese in which they desire to officiate or to worship, and it must be

assumed that those regulations will be applied to individuals in the same manner as they

would now be applied to similarly circumstanced individuals, unless any province takes

formal action to change its regulations.

e. The Conference, fully assured in the light of the Resolutions of the
General Council of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon adopted in February 1930 that

nothing will be done to break the fellowship of the Churches of the Anglican Communion,

confidently leaves in the hands of the bishops of that Church the task of working out in

detail the principles which are embodied in the Proposed Scheme.

f. The Conference gives its general approval to the suggestions contained

in the Report of its Committee with regard to the Proposed Scheme for Church Union in

South India, and commends the Report to the attention of the Episcopal Synod and

General Council of the Church of India, Burma and Ceylon.
Resolution 41

The Unity of the Church - The Church in Persia

The Conference has heard with deep sympathy of the steps towards union which have been

proposed in Persia; it desires to express its sincere appreciation of the missionary zeal of the

Church in Persia, and it generally approves the sections in the Report of its Committee dealing

with this subject.
Resolution 42

The Unity of the Church - Special Areas

The Conference, maintaining as a general principle that intercommunion should be the goal of,

rather than a means to, the restoration of union, and bearing in mind the general rule of the

Anglican Churches that "members of the Anglican Churches should receive the Holy Communion

only from minsters of their own Church," holds, nevertheless, that the administration of such a rule

falls under the discretion of the bishop, who should exercise his dispensing power in accordance

with any principles that may be set forth by the national, regional or provincial authority of the

Church in the area concerned. The bishops of the Anglican Communion will not question the

action of any bishop who may, in his discretion so exercised, sanction an exception to the general

rule in special areas, where the ministrations of an Anglican Church are not available for long

periods of time or without travelling great distances, or may give permission that baptized

communicant members of Churches not in communion with our own should be encouraged to

communicate in Anglican churches, when the ministrations of their own Church are not available,

or in other special or temporary circumstances.

Explanatory Note: In view of the dangers of misconception, we think it desirable to say that in

recognising that a bishop of the Anglican Communion may under very strict regulations and in very

special circumstances permit individual communicants to join with members of other Christian

bodies in their services of the administration of the Lord's Supper, we felt bound to consider the

difficulties created by present conditions, especially in some parts of the mission field. But we

would point out that the very special circumstances and the very strict regulations specified in this

Resolution of themselves show that we are not departing from the rule of our Church that the

minister of the sacrament of Holy Communion should be a priest episcopally ordained.
Resolution 43

The Unity of the Church - The Church of Scotland

The Conference expresses its gratitude to the distinguished members of the Church of Scotland*

who accepted the invitation to confer with its Committee. It hopes that an invitation may soon be

issued to the now happily united Church of Scotland to enter into free and unrestricted conference

with representatives of the Anglican Communion on the basis of the "Appeal to All Christian

People" issued in 1920.

*The Very Rev. John White, DD, and the Hon. Lord Sands, Senator of the College of Justice.
Resolution 44

The Unity of the Church - Evangelical Free Churches of England

The Conference cordially thanks the influential delegation from the Federal Council of the

Evangelical Free Churches of England* for attending one of the sessions of its Committee, and for

the help of that delegation in defining the issues which have still to be resolved before further

advance towards organic union is possible. The Conference notes with satisfaction and gratitude

the great measure of agreement on matters of faith reached at the Conferences held from 1921 till

1925 between representatives of the Church of England and representatives of the Federal

Council of Evangelical Free Churches, and hopes that at an early date such conferences may be

resumed with a view to ascertaining whether the Proposed Scheme of Union prepared for the

Churches in South India, or other proposals which have been put forward, suggest lines on which

further advance towards agreement on questions of order can be made, and that similar

conferences may be held elsewhere.

*The Rev. A.E. Garvie, DD, the Rev. M.E. Aubrey, MA, the Rev. J.T. Barkby, the Rev. S.M. Berry,

DD, the Rev. D. Brook, DCL, the Rev. Charles Brown, DD, the Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, DD, the Rev.

W.L. Robertson, DD, the Rev, P. Carnegie Simpson, DD, the Rev. H.J. Taylor and Bishop Arthur

Ward.
Resolution 45

The Unity of the Church - Schemes of Reunion

In view of the various schemes of reunion and other projects and advances towards union and

intercommunion which have been the subject of discussion or negotiation, the Conference reminds

the Church that it is a paramount duty to seek unity among Christians in every direction, and

assures all who are working for this end of its cordial support in their endeavours; it also reminds

the Church that until full and final schemes are set out and terms of intercommunion are definitely

arranged, the expression of final judgements on individual schemes is premature.
Resolution 46

The Unity of the Church - Co-operation in Evangelism

Meanwhile the Conference urges the desirability of organising and participating in efforts of

evangelism in co-operation with Christians of other Communions, both as a means of bearing

effective witness to the multitudes who are detached from all forms of organised Christianity, and

as a means of expressing and strengthening that sense of unity in the Gospel which binds together

in spiritual fellowship those who own allegiance to different Churches.
Resolution 47

The Unity of the Church - Unity Among Anglicans

The Conference calls upon all members of the Anglican Communion to promote the cause of

union by fostering and deepening in all possible ways the fellowship of the Anglican Communion

itself, so that by mutual understanding and appreciation all may come to a fuller apprehension of

the truth as it is in Jesus, and more perfectly make manifest to the world the unity of the Spirit in

and through the diversity of his gifts.
Resolution 48

The Anglican Communion

The Conference affirms that the true constitution of the Catholic Church involves the principle of

the autonomy of particular Churches based upon a common faith and order, and commends to the

faithful those sections of the Report of Committee IV which deal with the ideal and future of the

Anglican Communion.
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Resolution 50

The Unity of the Church - Co-operation in Christian Action

The Conference believes that it is the duty of the Church to bear united witness to God's

redeeming grace in Jesus Christ, to do battle against the powers of evil, and to seek the glory of

God in all things. It therefore appeals to Christians in all Communions, whatever the differences

which may separate them in Church order and doctrine, to join in Christian action in all parts of the

world irrespective of political party for the application of the principles of the Christian religion to all

departments of national and international life.
Resolution 51

The Unity of the Church - Thankfulness for Growing Unity

The Conference records its thankfulness to Almighty God for the revival of interest in the cause of

Christian unity which has been increasingly manifested in many parts of the world. It also pays a

tribute of gratitude to all those in our own and in other Communions who have displayed courage,

enterprise, and vision in the service of this cause.
Resolution 52

The Unity of the Church - The Church of South India

We

(a) endorse generally the paragraphs in the Report of our Committee on Unity which refer to South

India;

(b) give thanks to God for the measure of unity locally achieved by the inauguration of the Church

of South India, and we pledge ourselves to pray and work for its development into an ever more

perfect fulfilment of the will of God for his Church; and we

(c) look forward hopefully and with longing to the day when there shall be full communion between

the Church of South India and the Churches of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 53

The Unity of the Church - Suggestions Relating to the Constitution of the Church of South

India

The Conference expresses the hope that, so soon as it may appear to the authorities of the

Church of South India to be expedient to take up the matter, such provisions of the Constitution of

that Church and such statements contained therein as are known to have given rise either to

uncertainty or to grave anxiety in the minds of many, may be reconsidered with a view to their

amendment. The Conference would call special attention to the six points specified in the Report

of its Committee on Unity.
Resolution 54

The Unity of the Church - The Anglican Communion and the Church of South India

In the sphere of immediate and practical action, the Conference recommends:

(a) That former Anglicans, clerical or lay, who are now members of the Church of South India, and

also Anglicans who hereafter join should be accepted and allowed full privileges of ministry and

communion in any Church, province, or diocese or the Anglican Communion, subject to the

regulations of the responsible authorities in the area concerned.

(b) That members, whether clerical or lay, of the Churches of the Anglican Communion, who may

go to South India, should not be subject to censure if they join the Church of South India or take

work of any kind in it.

(c) That clerical or lay members of the Churches of the Anglican Communion visiting the territory of

the Church of South India should not be subject to censure if they accept the hospitality of that

Church for the performance of priestly functions or the receiving of Holy Communion, subject to

the regulations of the Churches, provinces, or dioceses to which they belong.

(d) That ministers of the Church of South India who have not been episcopally ordained should not

be regarded as having acquired any new rights or status in relation to the Anglican Communion as

a whole solely by reason of the fact that they are ministers of that Church.

(e) In regard to the bishops, presbyters, and deacons consecrated or ordained in the Church of

South India at or after the inauguration of that Church, the Conference is unable to make one

recommendation agreed to by all. It therefore records the two following views:

(i) one view (held by a majority) that such bishops, presbyters, and deacons should be

acknowledged as true bishops, presbyters, and deacons in the Church of Christ and should be

accepted as such in every part of the Anglican Communion, subject only to such regulations as are

normally made in all such cases by the responsible authorities in each area; (ii) another view (held

by a substantial minority) that it is not yet possible to pass any definite judgement upon the precise
status of such bishops, presbyters, and deacons in the Church of Christ or to recommend that they

be accepted in the Anglican Communion as bishops, presbyters, or deacons.

The Conference records the fact that no member of the Conference desires to condemn outright or

to declare invalid the episcopally consecrated and ordained ministry of the Church of South India.

It recognizes that there will be differences in the attitude of Churches, provinces, or dioceses

regarding the status of the bishops, presbyters, and deacons of the Church of South India, but it

expresses the unanimous hope that such differences may never in any part of the Anglican

Communion be made a ground for condemnation of action taken by any Church, province, or

diocese.

(f) That lay communicants who in the Church of South India have received episcopal confirmation

should, in Churches of the Anglican Communion, be received as communicants, subject to the

approval of responsible authority, but should not thereby acquire any new status or rights in

relation to the Anglican Communion as a whole; and (g) that other recognised communicants of

the Church of South India should, in Churches of the Anglican Communion, subject to the approval

of responsible authority and to any such regulations as may locally obtain, be admissable to

communion by an exercise of the principle of "economy."
Resolution 55

The Unity of the Church - The Anglican Communion and the Church of South India

The Conference expresses its concurrence with the recommendations contained in the Report of

its Committee on Unity with reference to the Nandyal area in South India.
Resolution 56

The Unity of the Church - Further Approaches to Reunion

The Conference calls upon all the Churches of the Anglican Communion to seek earnestly by

prayer and by conference the fulfilment of the vision `of a Church, genuinely Catholic, loyal to all

truth, and gathering into its fellowship "all who profess and call themselves Christians," within

whose visible unity all the treasures of faith and order, bequeathed as a heritage by the past to the

present, shall be possessed in common and made serviceable to the whole Body of Christ.' It

recognises that `within this unity Christian Communions now separated from one another would

retain much that has long been distinctive in their methods of worship and service.' In the hope of

setting forward the fulfilment of this vision, the Conference recalls the principles set forth in the

"Appeal to All Christian People" and the relevant Resolutions of the Lambeth Conference of 1920

on the reunion of Christendom, and records certain counsels and considerations which it believes

should guide the Churches of our Communion in future approaches to reunion:

(a) The theological issues, especially those concerning the Church and the ministry, should be

faced at the outset, and to this end the negotiating Churches should obtain the help of theologians

in framing schemes for reunion or intercommunion.

(b) The unification of the ministry in a form satisfactory to all the bodies concerned, either at the

inauguration of the union or as soon as possible thereafter, is likely to be a prerequisite to success

in all future proposals for the reunion of the Churches.

(c) The integral connection between the Church and the ministry should be safeguarded in all

proposals for the achievement of intercommunion through the creation of a mutually recognised

ministry.

(d) The goal in any step towards a united Church within a given area should always be a Church

with which the Anglican Churches could eventually be in full communion.
(e) Because the Anglican Communion is itself a treasured unity with a special vocation, a part of

our Communion contemplating a step which would involve its withdrawral from the Anglican family

of Churches should consult the Lambeth Conference or the provinces and member Churches of

this family of Churches before final commitment to such a course.
Resolution 57

The Unity of the Church - Schemes for Organic Union

The Conference has heard with satisfaction and hope of proposals for organic union in various

areas, and, while calling the attention of those concerned in such schemes to the warnings

contained in the Report of the Committee on Unity, believes that schemes of this type have

undoubted advantages.
Resolution 58

The Unity of the Church - Schemes for the Provision of a Mutually Recognised Ministry

The Conference has heard with interest and sympathy of proposals for the provision of a mutually

recognised ministry in advance of any explicit plans for organic union. In spite of the

disadvantages attaching to such schemes, which are noted in the Report of the Committe on

Unity, the Conference is not prepared to discourage further explorations along this line, if they are

linked with provisions for the growing together of the Churches concerned and with the definite

acceptance of organic union as their final goal.
Resolution 59

The Unity of the Church - Faith and Order Statement

The Conference agrees that the Statement on Faith and Order prepared by the Joint Commission

on Approaches to Unity of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America is in

entire harmony with the Lambeth Quadrilateral, and may be used in negotiations of the Protestant

Episcopal Church with any interested Christian body.
Resolution 60

The Unity of the Church - The Church of Scotland

The Conference welcomes the proposal to resume the conversations between delegates

appointed by Archbishop Lang and representatives of the Church of Scotland, begun in 1932 and

suspended in 1934, in view of the new situation created by the Archbishop of Canterbury's sermon

at Cambridge, November 1946.
Resolution 61

The Unity of the Church - The Evangelical Free Churches of England

The Conference cordially welcomes the renewed opening of negotiations, arising out of the

initiative of the Archbishop of Canterbury in his Cambridge sermon, between the Evangelical Free

Churches of England and delegates appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to act on behalf of

the Church of England, and expresses the hope that the conversations thus happily begun may, by

the blessing of God, lead to fruitful results.
Resolution 62

The Unity of the Church - Ceylon

The Conference has learned with deep interest of the proposed scheme for Church union in

Ceylon, regards it as being, in many respects, among the most promising of the various schemes

of its type in different parts of the world, and expresses the hope that, subject to the assent of the

Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon, the projected union may, under the blessing of God, in due

course be carried into effect.
Resolution 63

The Unity of the Church - North India

The Conference welcomes generally the negotiations informally begun in North India with a view to

union, desires to encourage the authorities of the Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon to go

forward, and expresses the hope that in the working out of the proposed scheme account may be

taken both of the lessons to be derived from South India and of the proposals made in Ceylon.
Resolution 64

The Unity of the Church - Iran

The Conference expresses its deep sympathy with the Bishop and Church in Iran in the difficulties,

arising largely from relative isolation and from the small scale of the Church in that country, by

which they are confronted. It endorses generally the advice given in the section of the Report of its

Committee on Unity which relates to Iran, believes that the negotiations directed towards the

attainment of local Church unity in Iran should be continued, and concurs in the view that the

assistance of theologians should be made available to the Bishop in Iran and to those taking part

with him in the negotiations.
Resolution 65

The Unity of the Church - Nigeria

The Conference, having heard with sincere thankfulness of the progress made towards union in

Nigeria and of the recent setting-up of a Joint Union Committee for the whole of Nigeria so that

proposals may cover a sufficiently wide area, recommends that the Union Committee pursue its

efforts, especially bearing in mind:

(a) such advice as may be given by theologians;

(b) the provisions and progress of other schemes such as that of Ceylon;

(c) the future relationship of any united Church to the proposed province of West Africa and to the

whole Anglican Communion.
Resolution 66

The Unity of the Church - The Eastern Orthodox Churches

(a) The Conference has received the Report of the Joint Doctrinal Commission appointed by the

Oecumenical Patriarch and the Archbishop of Canterbury, which met in 1931, dealt with some of

the theological points of importance about which there is difference and agreement, and examined

the measure of agreement between the Anglican and Orthodox Communions. It thanks the

theologians concerned for their valuable work in elucidating the "Suggested Terms of

Intercommunion," as originally propounded by the Archbishop of Canterbury's Eastern Churches
Committee, and asks the Archbishop of Canterbury, in co-operation with the Oecumenical

Patriarch, to appoint a further Joint Commission with a view to the continuance of this study.

(b) The Conference expresses its sense of deep fellowship with the Eastern Orthodox Communion

in all its branches, and offers its sympathy to those members of the Eastern Orthodox Church who

in different countries are exposed to special trial and difficulty at the present time, praying that God

in his mercy may once again grant them liberty and peace. The Conference is convinced that the

contribution of the Orthodox tradition is essential to the full life and witness of the Universal

Church, and that a deepened understanding and fellowship between our two Communions has

much to give to the healing of the nations, and especially to the growth of mutual understanding

between East and West in the world today.

(c) The Conference heartily welcomes and thanks God for the re-establishment of relations with

the Russion Orthodox Church and hopes that these relations may be progressively strengthened

and deepened.

(d) The Conference expresses its deep sympathy with the Church of Greece in its great difficulties,

and prays that God will bless and strengthen it in its ministrations to the people of Greece in their

present afflictions.
Resolution 67

The Unity of the Church - The Old Catholic Churches

(a) The Conference welcomes with particular pleasure the unanimous agreement reached

between representatives of the Anglican Communion and of the Old Catholic Churches at Bonn in

1931, which has resulted in the establishment of a state of intercommunion between the Old

Catholic Churches and certain Churches of the Anglican Communion. It cordially subscribes to the

agreement then reached that "intercommunion does not require from either Communion the

acceptance of all doctrinal opinion, sacramental devotion, or liturgical practice characteristic of the

other, but implies that each believes the other to hold all the essentials of the Christian Faith." The

Conference recommends that this agreement should be considered by those Churches of the

Anglican Communion which have not yet considered it.

(b) The Conference notes with satisfaction and approval that in line with the Bonn agreement, the

Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA by action of its General Convention in 1940, and the

Polish National Catholic Church by similar action of its General Synod in 1946, have thereby

achieved full intercommunion with each other.
Resolution 68

The Unity of the Church - The Lesser Eastern Churches

(a) The Conference approves the section of the Report of its Committee on Unity which refers to

the Lesser Eastern Churches, and is happy to note the continued good relations between the

Anglican Communion and these Churches.

It looks forward to the strengthening and deepening of spiritual fellowship with them, which may in

God's providence lead in due time to full intercommunion.

(b) The Conference, learning with deep satisfaction of the happy relations existing in various parts

of the world between the Armenian Church and Churches of the Anglican Communion, requests

the Archbishop of Canterbury as President of the Conference to seek to initiate discussions

between theologians of the two Churches, to be appointed by himself and the Supreme Catholicos

of the Armenians, with a view to strengthening the relations between the two Churches; such

discussions to be held, if possible, in Etchmiadzin or in some other convenient centre in the Near

East.

(c) The Conference expresses its deep sympathy with the hardship and suffering endured by the

Assyrian people since the last Conference and earnestly prays for their preservation in peace and

safety. It hopes that the relations between the Anglican Communion and the Assyrian Church may
be maintained and strengthened and that all possible help may be given to assist that Church in its

many problems and difficulties.
Resolution 69

The Unity of the Church - Scandinavian Churches

The Conference welcomes the steady growth in friendship between the Scandinavian Churches

and the Anglican Communion. It calls attention to the Resolutions adopted by the Conference of

1920 concerning relations with the Church of Sweden and recommends that they be formally

brought to the notice of such Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion as have not yet

considered them.
Resolution 70

The Unity of the Church - The Church of Finland

The Conference receives with approval the Report of the committee appointed by the Archbishop

of Canterbury to confer with representatives of the Church of Finland, published in 1934, notes the

conclusion reached in that Report and recommends that the Report, together with the

recommendations, be brought to the attention of such Churches and provinces of the Anglican

Communion as have not yet considered them.
Resolution 71

The Unity of the Church - The Churches of Latvia and Estonia

The Conference receives the Report of conferences between representatives appointed by the

Archbishop of Canterbury on behalf of the Church of England and representatives of the

Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Latvia and Estonia in 1936 and 1938, published in 1938. It

records its sympathy and offers its prayers for these Churches, may of whose clergy and laity are

now scattered abroad, having no home or possessions of their own, and having suffered grievous

hardship. It recommends that Anglicans should give all material and spiritual help possible to these

unhappy exiles, and looks forward to the day when it will be possible, after full agreement in faith

and order, to advance further the relations between the Anglican Communion and these Churches

in conditions of mutual confidence and understanding.
Resolution 72

The Unity of the Church - The Churches of Norway, Denmark, and Iceland

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a committee to confer with a

similar committee or committees representing the Churches of Norway, Denmark, and Iceland, for

the purpose of considering the relations of these Churches with the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 73

The Unity of the Church - The Lusitanian and Spanish Reformed Churches

The Conference, recalling the sympathy expressed by former Conferences with the Spanish

Reformed Church and the Lusitanian Church, and noting the assistance given since 1885 by

bishops of the Church of Ireland in the ordination of their clergy and in other ways, requests the

Archbishop of Armagh (i) to cause an enquiry to be made into the doctrine and discipline of these

Churches and (ii) to present the report of such an enquiry to the Consultative Body of the

Conference with a view to advising any bishop or group of bishops that may refer to it.
Resolution 74

The Unity of the Church - A Larger Episcopal Unity

The Conference, welcoming the fact that some of the Churches of the Anglican Communion are

already in intercommunion with the Old Catholic Churches, looking forward to the time when they

will enter into communion with other parts of the Catholic Church not definable as Anglican, and

desiring that Churches thus linked together should express their common relationship in common

counsel and mutual aid, recommends that bishops of the Anglican Communion and bishops of

other Churches which are, or may be, in communion with them should meet together from time to

time as an episcopal conference, advisory in character, for brotherly counsel and encouragement.
Resolution 75

The Unity of the Church - Foreign Relations

Believing that the increasing development of friendly relations between the Anglican Communion

and Churches in foreign countries is of primary importance to the Universal Church, the

Conference welcomes the establishment of the Church of England Council on Foreign Relations

by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, of the Advisory Council on Ecclesiastical Relations by

the Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and of

the Committee appointed by the Scottish Episcopal Church. Further, considering the exchange of

information between Churches of the Anglican Communion about the relations of our Communion

with such foreign Churches to be of great advantage to all concerned, it hopes that each Church or

province of the Anglican Communion will arrange for some similar council, or other agency, for this

purpose.

The Conference expresses its sense of the value of the work done by chaplains of the Anglican

Communion in foreign countries, especially in the establishment of friendly relations with the

Churches of the countries where they are resident. Further, it trusts that suitability for this special

work will be a major consideration in the selection of chaplains for such posts, and that the Church

will make the utmost possible use of such men when so appointed.
Resolution 76

The Unity of the Church - The World Council of Churches

The Conference cordially welcomes the formation of the World Council of Churches and desires to

place on record its deep appreciation of the valuable services already rendered to the cause of

Christian unity by the officers and members of its Provisional Committee, and sends its good

wishes to the Council for its first Assembly at Amsterdam and prays that God may guide and direct

all its deliberations. The Conference hopes that the results of the Assembly at Amsterdam may be

made widely known throughout the Anglican Communion, and that an active interest in the World

Council of Churches may be encouraged in all dioceses and parishes.

World Council of Churches. Assembly (1st : 1948 : Amsterdam, Netherlands)
Resolution 77

The Unity of the Church - Friendship Between Christians

The Conference recognises that work of great value for the cause of reunion has been

accomplished by the cultivation of personal friendships between Christians of different

denominations; it believes that such friendships assist the growth of mutual understanding and of

intercession; and it encourages members of the Anglican Communion to cultivate such friendships.
Resolution 81

The Anglican Communion - Appointment of Officers

To promote closer co-operation and a clearer understanding between the different parts of the

Anglican Communion, the Conference is of opinion that a responsible officer should be appointed

in each national or regional Church to keep in touch with the different Churches and to secure a

regular exchange of information between them.
Resolution 89

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference approves and welcomes the expressed intention of the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai to

receive back the six bishops as bishops of the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai without jurisdiction.
Resolution 90

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference also desires to make clear that in its opinion it is open at any time to the Nippon

Sei Ko Kwai in its discretion to entrust the six bishops thus recognised with episcopal functions or

jurisdiction, to be exercised in accordance with the canonical and disciplinary requirements of the

Nippon Sei Ko Kwai.
Resolution 91

The Anglican Communion - The Status of Certain Japanese Bishops

The Conference recommends the Nippon Sei Ko Kwai formally to communicate its action with

regard to these bishops to all metropolitans for information.
Resolution 98

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

The Conference earnestly warns members of our Communion against contracting marriages with

Roman Catholics under the conditions imposed by modern Roman canon law, especially as these

conditions involve, among other things, a promise to have their children brought up in a religious

system which they cannot themselves accept.
Resolution 99

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

The Conference stresses the importance of building up a sound Christian tradition of family life in

the younger Churches of the Anglican Communion, and therefore urges their members to observe

loyally the marriage canons and rules of their provinces or dioceses.
Resolution 114

Proposed Chinese Canon

The Conference reaffirms Resolution 67 of the Conference of 1930 that "the order of deaconess is

for women the one and only order of the ministry which we can recommend our branch of the

Catholic Church to recognise and use." It also approves the resolution adopted in 1939-1941 in

both Houses of the Convocations of Canterbury and York "that the order of deaconesses is the

one existing ordained ministry for women in the sense of being the only order of ministry in the

Anglican Communion to which women are admitted by episcopal imposition of hands."
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Resolution 13

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Christian Unity

The Conference welcomes and endorses the "Statement on Christian Unity" contained in the

Report of the Committee on Church Unity and the Church Universal.
Resolution 14

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Full Communion and Intercommunion

The Conference endorses the paragraph in the Report of the Committee on Church Unity and the

Church Universal which refers to the use of the terms "full communion" and "intercommunion," and

recommends accordingly that where between two Churches, not of the same denominational or

confessional family, there is unrestricted "communio in sacris" including mutual recognition and

acceptance of ministries, the appropriate term to use is "full communion," and that where varying

degrees of relation other than "full communion" are established by agreement between two such

Churches the appropriate term is "intercommunion."
Resolution 15

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Full Communion and Intercommunion

The Conference therefore requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to communicate this Resolution

to the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches for its information.
Resolution 16

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference reaffirms Resolution 74, passed by the Lambeth Conference 1948, regarding "A

Larger Episcopal Unity," and strongly recommends that within the next five years the Archbishop of

Canterbury should invite to a conference representative bishops from each province of the

Anglican Communion, together with representative bishops from each Church possessing the

historic episcopate with which Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion are in full

communion or in a relation of intercommunion.
Resolution 17

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference notes the recommendation of the Committee on Church Unity and the Church

Universal concerning future Lambeth Conferences, and commends it to the attention of the

President and the Consultative Body for consideration before the next Lambeth Conference.
Resolution 18

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Church of South India

The Conference welcomes and endorses the Report of the Committee on Church Unity and the

Church Universal concerning the Church of South India.
Resolution 19

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Nandyal

The Conference is agreed that, notwithstanding the recommendations of the Lambeth

Conferences of 1930 and 1948 that no province of the Anglican Communion should set up

dioceses or congregations in the area of the Church of South India, the Church of India, Pakistan,

Burma, and Ceylon should be left free to make the arrangements which seem best to that Church

for the spiritual oversight of Christians in the Nandyal area, after consulting the Church of South

India and with the goodwill of that Church, bearing in mind that the union of Christians in that area

is the ultimate aim.
Resolution 20

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Scheme of

Church Union in Ceylon and the Plan of Church Union in North India and Pakistan The Conference

endorses generally the paragraphs of the Committee on Church Unity and the Church Universal

which refer to the Scheme of Church Union in Ceylon and the Plan of Church Union in North India

and Pakistan, and gives thanks to God for manifest signs of the work of the Holy Spirit in the

negotiations which have brought the Scheme and Plan to this stage.
Resolution 21

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Scheme of

Church Union in Ceylon and the Plan of Church Union in North India and Pakistan The Conference

advises that when Churches have united in such a way that the whole ministry of the United

Church has been episcopally united, permission to visiting ministers, not episcopally ordained, of

Churches in communion with the United Churches at the time of the union, to celebrate the Holy

Communion occasionally when visiting a United Church, be not regarded as a bar to relations of

full communion between the United Church and the Churches and provinces of the Anglican

Communion; provided that due constitutional provisions are made to safeguard the conscience of

worshippers.
Resolution 22

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Ceylon

The Conference calls attention to the recommendation of the Committee on Church Unity and the

Church Universal concerning the unification of the ministry in the Scheme of Church Union in

Ceylon, and advises the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon to recommend to the

Negotiating Committee the suggested amendments to the Scheme.
Resolution 23

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Ceylon

The Conference advises the Churches and the provinces of the Anglican Communion that they

should be willing to enter into full communion with the resulting Church of Lanka on its

inauguration.
Resolution 24

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Church of North India and the Church of

Pakistan

(a) The Conference wholeheartedly desires that the Plan for reunion in North India and Pakistan

may go forward, and that the intention of the Plan may be secured, that the ministry of the United

Church shall be "fully accredited in the eyes of all its members, and so far as may be of the Church

throughout the world."

(b) The Conference wholly shares the desire of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon

that the Anglican Communion should be able to enter into full communion with the United Church;

it believes that the Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion could enter into full

communion if the recommendations concerning the service for the unification of the ministry could

be accepted.

(c) Should further explanation and discussion concerning the recommendations be desired, the

Conference requests the President to appoint a small commission of bishops to be immediately

available for consultation with the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon.
Resolution 25

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Relations Between Anglican and Presbyterian

Churches

The Conference welcomes the taking up in a new spirit of the problem of the relations between the

Episcopalian and Presbyterian systems of Church order, of which the Report on "Relations

Between Anglican and Presbyterian Churches " (published in 1957) is a signal illustration.
Resolution 26

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Relations Between Anglican and Presbyterian

Churches

The Conference, having noted the careful study which has been given to this Report by the Inter-

Church Relations Committee of the Church of Scotland and the six questions addressed to

Anglicans by the Committee, commends for further discussion the comments made on these

questions by the Committee on Church Unity and the Church Universal.
Resolution 27

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Relations Between Anglican and Presbyterian

Churches

The Conference commends this Report for wider study by clergy and laity throughout the Anglican

Churches, especially in those parts of the world in which Churches of the Anglican and

Presbyterian traditions are in contact with one another.
Resolution 28

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Relations Between Anglican and Presbyterian

Churches

The Conference notes with satisfaction and thankfulness the remarkable measure of constructive

theological agreement which the theologians on both sides were able to reach and record, and

expresses the hope that serious consideration may be given to the possibility of drawing the

Anglican and Presbyterian traditions more closely together by a process of mutual assimilation of

their respective Church orders such as is suggested in the Report.
Resolution 29

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Methodist Church

The Conference has heard with interest and sympathy of the conversations now proceeding

between representatives of the Church of England and representatives of the Methodist Church in

England, and between representatives of the Prostestant Episcopal Church and representatives of

the Methodist Church in the USA.
Resolution 30

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Methodist Church

The Conference calls attention to the Report of the Committee on Unity; and encourages

continuance of the conversations with a view to the making of concrete proposals, as offering a

possible first step on the way to reunion in the particular historic situations in which the Churches

concerned are placed; but on the understanding that organic union is definitely accepted as the

final goal, and that any plans for the interim stage of intercommunion are definitely linked with

provisions for the steady growing together of the Churches concerned.
Resolution 31

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference expresses its sincere thankfulness at the growing interest within the Province of

West Africa in conversations on reunion, having had before it the proposed Scheme of Union for

Nigeria and the Cameroons which is at present receiving the prayerful consideration of the

dioceses of the Province of West Africa and of the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches in Nigeria

and the Cameroons.
Resolution 32

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference, while recognising the weight to be attached to arguments in favour of retaining

the model of the Church of South India and the policy of gradualness therein expressed, but aware

also of the desire within the Province that from the outset full communion should be maintained

between Churches of the Anglican Communion and any united Church which might be formed,

strongly recommends to the Province of West Africa further consideration of the Ceylon scheme as

a model, since only so does it seem likely that the desired result will be achieved.
Resolution 33

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference recommends that in any reunion scheme the Ceylon or North India/Pakistan

statement as to the faith of the Church should be followed.
Resolution 34

Church Unity and the Church Universal - West Africa

The Conference further recommends that should any far-reaching decision be reached by the

dioceses of the Province, the advice of the Lambeth Consultative Body should be sought.
Resolution 35

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Jerusalem Archbishopric

The Conference welcomes such action towards Church unity as has been taken by the bishoprics

in the Middle East and recognises the peculiar importance there of our relationship with the

Orthodox and other Eastern Churches.
Resolution 36

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Jerusalem Archbishopric

The Conference commends to the bishoprics concerned the Ceylon scheme for Church union as a

model for any further discussions which it is hoped will take place.
Resolution 37

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Jerusalem Archbishopric

The Conference urges that at every stage reference be made to the Lambeth Consultative Body.
Resolution 38

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Roman Catholic Church

The Conference welcomes the permission given by Roman Catholic authority for contacts,

discussions, and co-operation between Roman Catholics and other Christians, as contained in the

document "Instruction to Local Ordinaries on the Oecumenical Movement" issued by the Supreme

Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office in December 1949; and expresses the hope, first, that

these permissions may be more widely and generously used, secondly, that they may be further

extended in the interests of Christian understanding and fellowship, and thirdly, that Anglicans will

make full use of these and all other available opportunities for promoting charitable understanding.
Resolution 39

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Eastern Orthodox Church

The Conference deeply appreciates the presence of a distinguished group of Eastern Orthodox

leaders at the opening of its proceedings, and is grateful for the opportunity thus given of having

informal talks with them. It sincerely hopes that the relations between Orthodox and Anglicans may

grow ever closer, and that advantages will be taken of every opportunity to further that aim, both in

the interests of Christian unity and as an important contribution to understanding and confidence

between peoples.
Resolution 40

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Eastern Orthodox Church

The Conference has learned with satisfaction of the correspondence between the Archbishop of

Canterbury and the Oecumenical Patriarch, and warmly endorses the desire of the Patriarch for a

continuation of joint Anglican-Orthodox doctrinal discussion on the pattern of the Joint Doctrinal

Commission of 1931.
Resolution 41

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The Eastern Orthodox Church

The Conference has heard with keen interest and approval of the conversations between

representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church and those of the Church of England held in

Moscow in 1956, and draws attention to the Report of the proceedings since published.
Resolution 42

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Other Eastern Churches

The Conference welcomes the prospect of discussion with representatives of the Armenian

Church with the object of promoting closer fellowship between the Anglican and the Armenian

Churches. It views with sorrow the present internal difficulties experienced by members of this

ancient Church, and prays that they may soon be overcome. The Conference asks the Archbishop

of Canterbury to take steps to arrange discussions with representatives of the Armenian Church

when the time seems to him to be propitious.
Resolution 43

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Other Eastern Churches

The Conference encourages the Metropolitan of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon

to continue the plan to have further discussions with the Malankara Jacobite Syrian Church. It

recommends that as the next step other Churches, provinces, and dioceses of the Anglican

Communion which have a direct interest in these questions should be consulted, and that they

should be represented in any further discussions with the Syrian Orthodox Church.
Resolution 44

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Other Eastern Churches

The Conference notes with interest the discussions now in progress between the Church of India,

Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon and the Mar Thoma Church. It recommends that, before these

discussions are brought to a conclusion, other Churches, provinces, and dioceses of the Anglican

Communion which are concerned with relations with Mar Thoma Christians should be taken into

consultation so that if possible a common agreement may be reached by all the authorities

concerned.
Resolution 45

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Other Eastern Churches

The Conference hopes that in all such negotiations any steps taken should be such as to

encourage the recovery of unity among Syrian Christians.
Resolution 46

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Old Catholic Churches

The Conference notes with satisfaction that the Bonn agreement has now been adopted by nearly

all the provinces of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 47

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Old Catholic Churches

The Conference welcomes the suggestions made by a meeting between some Anglicans and Old

Catholics in Holland, that the two Churches should co-operate in practical action to meet the

spiritual needs of Dutch-speaking Christians who wish to resort to Anglican Churches in that

country. It is of the opinion that such practical action would not only be a valuable demonstration of

the intercommunion which exists between the Anglican and Old Catholic Churches, but also a

means of deepening the fellowship that exists between the members of those Churches.
Resolution 48

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Scandinavian Churches

The Conference welcomes the action taken by several Churches and provinces in accordance with

Resolutions 69, 70 and 71 of the Lambeth Conference of 1948.
Resolution 49

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Scandinavian Churches

The Conference welcomes the report of the discussions with the Churches of Norway, Denmark,

and Iceland in accordance with Resolution 72 of the Lambeth Conference of 1948, and

encourages their continuance.
Resolution 50

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Netherlands Reformed Church

The Conference, having heard with interest of discussion held between Anglican and Dutch

theologians at the official request of the Netherlands Archbishop of Canterbury to encourage the

continuation of such discussions when opportunity offers.
Resolution 51

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and

Lusitanian Church

The Conference, being entirely satisfied with reports received on the present doctrine and

discipline of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian Church, welcomes the

news of the consecration of Bishop Molina in Spain and of Bishop Fiandor in Portugal by bishops

of the Episcopal Church of the United States and of the Church of Ireland, and prays that these

Churches may be blessed by God in the service of his Kingdom. The Conference hopes that the

desire of these Churches for the same relationship with Churches of the Anglican Communion as

have the Old Catholic Churches will soon be fulfilled.
Resolution 52

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and

Lusitanian Church

The Conference suggests that the bishops of these two Churches be invited to any conference

arranged in accordance with the recommendation of Resolution 74 - "A Larger Episcopal Unity" -

of the Lambeth Conference of 1948.
Resolution 53

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Philippine Independent Church (Aglipayan)

The Conference records its pleasure at the vigorous growth of the Philippine Independent Church

and welcomes the progress being made in the relations between this Church and the Protestant

Episcopal Church in the United States of America since the consecration of three bishops of the

Philippine Independent Church by bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States

of America in 1948. The Conference is gratified to learn that priests of the Philippine Independent

Church are receiving their theological training at St Andrew's Theological Seminary in Manila.
Resolution 54

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Episcopi Vagantes

The Conference draws attention to the fact that there are "episcopi vagantes" who call themselves

either "Old Catholic" or "Orthodox," in combination with other names. It warns its members of the

danger of accepting such persons at their own valuation without making further inquiries. The

Conference reiterates the principle contained in Resolution 27 of the 1920 Lambeth Conference,

that it cannot recognise the Churches of such "episcopi vagantes" as properly constituted

Churches, or recognise the orders of their ministers, and recommends that any such ministers

desiring to join an Anglican Church, who are in other respects duly qualified, should be ordained

"sub conditione" in accordance with the provisions suggested in the Report of the relevant

Committee of the 1920 Lambeth Conference.
Resolution 55

Church Unity and the Church Universal - The World Council of Churches

The Conference records its thankfulness to Almighty God for the formation, growth, and

achievements of the World Council of Churches, and urges all the Churches and provinces of the

Anglican Communion to ensure that they are adequately represented in its counsels, take a full

share in its work, and assume a just part of its financial responsibility.
Resolution 56

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Inter-Church Aid

The Conference commends to all members of the Anglican Communion the outstanding work of

relief and reconciliation carried out by the World Council of Churches Department of Inter-Church

Aid and Service to Refugees, in which they have gladly participated. It urges them to support it

wholeheartedly and, when possible, themselves to offer sanctuary and the deepest charity to those

who, for whatever cause, have lost their home and citizenship.
Resolution 57

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Prayer for Christian Unity

The Conference wishes to emphasise the importance of widespread prayer for the unity of all

Christian people, and commends to all Anglicans the observance of the Week of Prayer for

Christian Unity in the spirit of the late Abbe Paul Couturier, who taught many to pray for the unity of

Christ's people in the way he wills and by the means he chooses. It welcomes the remarkable

growth of such prayer and commends the formation of local groups of Christians of different

traditions for the purpose of promoting prayer for Christian unity.
Resolution 66

Progress in the Anglican Communion Missionary Appeal

The Conference welcomes the fact that regional councils have been formed in the South-east

Pacific and the South-west Pacific to assist common counsel and co-operation.
Resolution 70

Progress in the Anglican Communion Missionary Appeal

The Conference appreciates the value of the "Pan-Anglican" review, and commends it to the

attention of the Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion, as a means of disseminating

information about the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 73

The Book of Common Prayer - Prayer Book Revision

The Conference welcomes the contemporary movement towards unanimity in doctrinal and

liturgical matters by those of differing traditions in the Anglican Communion as a result of new

knowledge gained from biblical and liturgical studies, and is happy to know of parallel progress in

this sphere by some Roman Catholic and Reformed theologians. It commends the Report of the

Sub-committee on the Book of Common Prayer on this subject to the careful study of all sections

of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 101

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The Church's Work of

Reconciliation

The Conference urges all members of the Anglican Communion to further the ministry of

reconciliation by:

(a) developing deeper understanding and fellowship with churchmen of every land;

(b) extending the use of clergy and lay workers in lands other than their own, the exchange of

teachers and seminarians, and the participation by lay visitors in the Church life of the countries

they visit;

(c) the general use of the Anglican Cycle of Prayer to undergird this wider sense of community;

(d) participation everywhere in the wider community of all Christian people in the ecumenical

opportunities open to them.
Resolution 109

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - The United Nations

The Conference draws attention to the work of the Committee of the Churches on International

Affairs (within the World Council of Churches) and urges Anglicans to support its efforts to bring an

informed Christian opinion to bear on international issues.
Resolution 120

The Family in Contemporary Society - Polygamy

(a) The Conference bears witness to the truth that monogamy is the divine will, testified by the

teaching of Christ himself, and therefore true for every race of men.

(b) It acknowledges that the introduction of monogamy into societies that practice polygamy

involves a social and economic revolution and raises problems which the Christian Church has as

yet not solved.

(c) The Conference urges upon Church members the continuance of thorough study and earnest

prayer that God may lead his Church to know the manner of its witness and discipline in this issue.

(d) The Conference, recognising that the problem of polygamy is bound up with the limitations of

opportunities for women in society, urges that the Church should make every effort to advance the

status of women in every possible way, especially in the sphere of education.

(e) The Conference further requests His Grace the President to refer this problem to the Advisory

Council on Missionary Strategy.
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Resolution 10

Consultation Regarding World Peace

The Conference invites the Archbishop of Canterbury on its behalf to consult with the Pope and

the Oecumenical Patriarch and the Praesidium of the World Council of Churches on the possibility

of approaching leaders of the other world religions with a view to convening a conference at which

in concert they would speak in the interests of humanity on behalf of world peace.
Resolution 11

Christianity and Other Faiths

It is the conviction of the Conference that, in their obedience to Christ's mission and command and

in their obligation towards the contemporary world, the Christian Churches must endeavour such

positive relationship to the different religions of men, and to the doubt and denial of faith, as will

(a) set forward the common unity of mankind and a common participation in its present history;

(b) encourage Christians to increasing co-operation with men of other faiths in the fields of

economic, social, and moral action;

(c) call Christians not only to study other faiths in their own seriousness but also to study unbelief

in its real quality.
Resolution 12

Religious Dialogue

The Conference recommends a renewed and vigorous implementation of the task of inter-religious

dialogue already set in hand in the study centres organised by the World Council of Churches and

other bodies, and urges increased Anglican support both in the seconding of personnel and in the

provision of money. It also commends similar assistance for dialogue with Marxists and those who

profess no religious faith.
Resolution 13

The Christians of the Southern Sudan

The Conference wishes to place on record its gratitude to God for the faith and courage of the

Christians of the Southern Sudan during the past years of testing of the Church.

The Conference sends to them and to the many thousands of their fellow Sudanese the assurance

that in their suffering and the loss of homes and schools, hospitals and churches, they are not

forgotten in our prayers.

The Conference rejoices to know of the tireless efforts of the Sudanese clergy, evangelists,

teachers, and other church workers in their task of proclaiming the gospel of reconciliation, both in

the refugee areas and in the heart of the countryside.

The Conference prays Almighty God to lead the responsible authorities speedily to find a just and

lasting solution to the existing problem.
Resolution 14

West Africa

The Conference receives the Statement* from the Bishops of the Province of West Africa with

deep thankfulness for the Christian spirit of compassion and reconciliation that informs it. It has

been deeply distressed by the prolonged conflict which has divided the peoples of Nigeria and of

the former Eastern Region, and which has brought, even in the days in which the Conference has

been meeting, death through starvation and disease to so many innocent men, women, and

children.

With the West African bishops, we call, in the words of the Fourth Assembly of the World Council

of Churches held recently at Uppsala, for "all governments to work effectively towards peace and

reconciliation, and to refrain from any action which would prolong the conflict in the area."

The Conference welcomes any agreement between the belligerent parties to provide channels for

the supply of food, medicine, and clothing to those in need. It calls on governments to engage in a

massive inter-governmental relief operation on both sides of the conflict, and commends the work

of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches

and of other voluntary agencies in meeting immediate and longer-term needs.

The Conference assures its fellow Christians on both sides of the conflict of continuing fellowship

with them in the Gospel. They may be sure of the prayers of the bishops and Churches of the

Anglican Communion and of all possible support, as in Christ's name they minister to the suffering

and work for reconciliation and peace among all their people.

*Statement from the Bishops of the Province of West Africa The Bishops of the Province of West

Africa desire to give thanks to Almighty God for the prayers, the sympathy, and the work for

reconciliation which have supported us and enabled us to endure these fourteen months of civil

war. We are especially grateful to His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury for his message sent to

us when war broke out, for his initiative in the visits of fraternal delegations to the churches on both

sides, and for his persistent work for peace. We were heartened by the joint appeal for peace

made in March by the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches, calling for "an

immediate cessation of armed hostilities and for the establishment of a lasting peace by

honourable negotiation in the highest African tradition." We are grateful to the Commonwealth

Secretariat and to the Organization of African Unity for the efforts they have made and are

continuing to make to bring the two sides together. We also desire to record our deep gratitude to

the voluntary agencies and to our fellow Christians in all parts of the world who have contributed

by their generous gifts, their prayers, and their concern to alleviate the sufferings of our warsaddened

peoples.

Yet the war still goes on. We are deeply grieved and feel bound to acknowledge in penitence our

ineffective witness to the compassion and mercy and reconciling love of Christ. In our failure we

seek the sympathetic aid of the Lambeth Conference as follows:
(1) To call, in the words of the Resolution of the Uppsala World Council meeting, for "all

governments to work effectively towards peace and reconciliation, and to refrain from any action

which would prolong the conflict in the area."

(2) To call on the government of both sides in the war to look with pity on those who are sick and

starving and to give every facility to the organisations which are endeavouring to bring them food

and medical supplies.

(3) To consider offering, in co-operation with other Churches, a further delegation to visit the

leaders on both sides to promote the work of reconciliation so powerfully put before us in the

Archbishop of East Africa's sermon.

Finally, we state our belief that the conflict can be resolved positively in a creative way only when

each side is prepared to abandon exclusive positions and to seek to reach agreement on how to

secure the vital interests of the peoples of both sides.
Resolution 15

The Middle East

The Conference views with concern the continuing tensions in the Middle East; the tragic plight of

hundreds of thousands of Arab refugees who have lost homes and means of livelihood; and the

absence, in spite of United Nations resolutions, of any sign of progress towards the establishment

of peace. The Conference endorses the resolutions of the World Council of Churches at Uppsala

and urges men of good will to use their influence in each nation and in the United Nations towards

the finding of a just solution.
Resolution 16

Racism

The Conference commends the following statement of the World Council of Churches meeting at

Uppsala:

Racism is a blatant denial of the Christian faith.

(i) It denies the effectiveness of the reconciling work of Jesus Christ, through whose love all human

diversities lose their divisive significance;

(ii) it denies our common humanity in creation and our belief that all men are made in God's image;

(iii) it falsely asserts that we find our significance in terms of racial identity rather than in Jesus

Christ.

The Conference acknowledges in penitence that the Churches of the Anglican Communion have

failed to accept the cost of corporate witness to their unity in Christ, and calls upon them to reexamine

their life and structures in order to give expression to the demands of the Gospel

(a) by the inclusiveness of their worship,

(b) by the creation of a climate of acceptance in their common life, and

(c) by their justice in placing and appointment.

Further, the Conference calls upon the Churches to press upon governments and communities

their duty to promote fundamental human rights and freedoms among all their peoples.

The Conference welcomes especially the contribution of Human Rights Year towards the solution

of the problem of racism.
Resolution 18

The Study of Social and Political Change

The Conference recommends that the provinces should set up study groups, Anglican and

ecumenical, to study the documents on all aspects of violent and non-violent social and political

change.

In view of the urgent nature of this matter, it further recommends that these groups promptly report

their findings and recommendations to the Anglican Consultative Council or Lambeth Consultative

Body, which will make them generally available to the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 19

The Study of Social and Political Change

The Conference recommends:

(a) That, recognising that for the foreseeable future the greater part of the earth will retain agrarian

forms of society, the provinces of the Anglican Communion co-operate with the World Council of

Churches and other agencies to carry out the regional surveys necessary to determine specific

technological and other development needs in both agrarian and industrial areas; and further, that

the local Church in agrarian communities be urged to promote or co-operate in appropriate

political, economic, and social development projects as its witness to the Gospel of the incarnate

Lord; and that in both agrarian and industrial areas the structures of the Church, devised for static

and pre-industrial societies, be renewed for more effective impact on rapidly changing societies.

(b) That the normal pattern for the missionary structure of the Church be that of ecumenical action

and that every use be made of consultants from the social sciences and related fields.

(c) That the Church increasingly call on the skills of full-time professionals in such fields as social

work, community organisation, education, recreational activities, and the mass media, and that

they be regarded as members of the integral staff of the Church.

(d) That the Church increasingly work for social goals which really benefit human beings, eg. in

housing, education, health, and adequate wages, using both secular agencies and, where

appropriate, its own social agencies.

(e) That the Church increasingly give itself seriously to the redeployment of resources of men and

money so as to take the initiatives that effective mission requires both at home and abroad.

(f) That, in consequence of the last recommendation, a serious study be made of existing buildings

and the planning of new ones.
Resolution 31

The Ministry - Priesthood

The Conference commends the study of the paragraphs on "Priesthood" in the Report of Section II

as an Anglican contribution towards an understanding of the nature of priesthood in the present

ecumenical situation.
Resolution 36

The Ministry - Ordination of Women to the Priesthood

The Conference requests the Anglican Consultative Council (or Lambeth Consultative Body)

(a) to initiate consultations with other Churches which have women in their ordained ministry and

with those which have not;

(b) to distribute this information thus secured throughout the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 44

Relations with Other Churches - Renewal in Unity

The Conference recommends that the following affirmations be referred to each province for

consideration, as means of furthering renewal in unity.

(a) We believe that each bishop of the Anglican Communion should ask himself how seriously he

takes the suggestion of the Lund Conference on Faith and Order that we should do together

everything which conscience does not compel us to do separately. To do so immediately raises

the need to review Church structures (conduct of synods, budgets, areas of jurisdiction, etc.) to

see where they can be altered to foster rather than hinder co-operation. It involves giving

encouragement in this direction to all whom we can influence. It involves also the exploration of

"responsible experiment" so that ecumenical work beyond the present limits of constitutional

provision is encouraged to keep in touch with the common mind of the Church and not tempted to

break away.

(b) We believe that prior attention in ecumenical life and action should be given to the local level,

and point to local ecumenical action as the most direct way of bringing together the whole

Christian community in any area.

(c) We believe that as ecumenical work develops in local, national, and regional areas the need

becomes more apparent for an ecumenical forum on the widest possible scale. We therefore

endorse the hope expressed at the Uppsala Assembly that "the members of the World Council of

Churches, committed to each other, should work for the time when a genuinely universal council

may once more speak for all Christians." Our interim confessional and ecumenical organisations

should be tested by their capacity to lead in this direction.

(d) We believe that areas in which little ecumenical activity is at present possible have a claim

upon the encouragement and support of the more strongly established areas, which should make

provision of time and money to maintain fellowship with them.
Resolution 45

Relations with Other Churches - Admission of Non-Anglicans

To Holy Communion The Conference recommends that, in order to meet special pastoral needs of

God's people, under the direction of the bishop Christians duly baptized in the name of the Holy

Trinity and qualified to receive Holy Communion in their own Churches may be welcomed at the

Lord's Table in the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 46

Relations with Other Churches - Anglicans Communicating in

other than Anglican Churches The Conference recommends that, while it is the general practice of

the Church that Anglican communicants receive the Holy Communion at the hands of ordained

ministers of their own Church or of Churches in communion therewith, nevertheless under the

general direction of the bishop, to meet special pastoral need, such communicants be free to

attend the Eucharist in other Churches holding the apostolic faith as contained in the Scriptures

and summarised in the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds, and as conscience dictates to receive the

sacrament, when they know they are welcome to do so.

Voting: For 351; Against 75.
Resolution 47

Relations with Other Churches - Reciprocal Acts of

Intercommunion The Conference recommends that, where there is agreement between an

Anglican Church and some other Church or Churches to seek unity in a way which includes

agreement on apostolic faith and order, and where that agreement to seek unity has found

expression, whether in a covenant to unite or in some other appropriate form, a Church of the

Anglican Communion should be free to allow reciprocal acts of intercommunion under the general

direction of the bishop; each province concerned to determine when the negotiations for union in

which it is engaged have reached the stage which allows this intercommunion.

Voting: For 341; Against 87.
Resolution 48

Relations with Other Churches - The Church in South India

The Conference recommends:

(a) That when a bishop or episcopally ordained minister of the Church of South India visits a

diocese of the Anglican Communion and exercises his ministry in Anglican churches there should

now be no restriction on the exercise of his ministry in other Churches with which the Church of

South India is in communion.

(b) That Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion re-examine their relation to the

Church of South India with a view to entering into full communion with that Church.
Resolution 49

Relations with Other Churches - The Churches of North India

and Pakistan The Conference recommends that Churches and provinces of the Anglican

communion should enter into full communion with the Churches of North India and Pakistan upon

their inauguration and should foster the relations of fellowship which this involves.
Resolution 50

Relations with Other Churches - The Church of Lanka

The Conference recommends that Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion should

enter into full communion with the Church of Lanka upon its inauguration and should foster the

relations of fellowship which this involves.
Resolution 51

Relations with Other Churches - Anglican-Methodist Unity in Great Britain

The Conference welcomes the proposals for Anglican-Methodist unity in Great Britain and notes

with satisfaction the view expressed in the Report of Section III that the proposed Service of

Reconciliation is theologically adequate to achieve its declared intentions of reconciling the two

Churches and integrating their ministries.
Resolution 52

Relations with Other Churches - The Roman Catholic Church

The Conference welcomes the proposals made in the Report of Section III which concern Anglican

relations with the Roman Catholic Church.
Resolution 53

Relations with Other Churches - The Roman Catholic Church

The Conference recommends the setting up of a Permanent Joint Commission, for which the

Anglican delegation should be chosen by the Lambeth Consultative Body (or its successor) and be

representative of the Anglican Communion as a whole.
Resolution 54

Relations with Other Churches - The Roman Catholic Church

In view of the urgent pastoral questions raised by mixed marriages the Conference welcomes the

work of the Joint Commission on the Theology of Marriage and its Application to Mixed Marriages,

and urges its speedy continuance.
Resolution 55

Relations with Other Churches - Collegiality

The Conference recommends that the principle of collegiality should be a guiding principle in the

growth of relationships between the provinces of the Anglican Communion and those Churches

with which we are, or shall be, in full communion, and draws particular attention to that part of the

Section III Report which underlines this principle.
Resolution 56

Relations with Other Churches - The Orthodox Churches

The Conference warmly welcomes the proposed resumption of the pan-Orthodox and pan-

Anglican discussions which began in 1931.
Resolution 57

Relations with Other Churches - The Orthodox Churches

The Conference welcomes the proposals concerning Anglican relations with the Orthodox and

Oriental (Orthodox) Churches, urging joint biblical study with Orthodox theologians and dialogue at

the local level.
Resolution 58

Relations with Other Churches - The Orthodox Churches

The Conference recommends the circulation to all Anglican provinces of the report of the

delegation to Bucharest in 1935 and of the terms in which this report was accepted and endorsed

by the Convocations of Canterbury and York "as consonant with the Anglican formularies and a

legitimate interpretation of the faith of the Church as held by the Anglican Communion."
Resolution 59

Relations with Other Churches - The Lutheran Churches

The Conference recommends the initiation of Anglican-Lutheran conversations on a world-wide

basis as soon as possible.
Resolution 60

The Role of the Anglican Communion - The Anglican Presence in Europe

The Conference welcomes the proposals in the Report of Section III concerning the Anglican

presence in Europe.
Resolution 61

The Role of the Anglican Communion - The Anglican Centre in Rome

The Conference expresses its willingness to support the Anglican Centre in Rome, which with its

library and its facilities for lectures, discussions, and personal advice, will help Roman Catholics

and others to learn more about the life and thought of the Anglican Communion in all its aspects.
Resolution 64

The Role of the Anglican Communion - The Anglican Presence in Latin America

The Conference records its conviction that, in the light of the growing importance of Latin America

and the rapid social, economic, political, and religious changes there taking place, there is an

urgent need for an increasing Christian witness and involvement in which the Anglican Churches

must make their unique and full contribution.

The Conference rejoices in the growth and indigenisation of Anglican witness in Latin America

since Lambeth 1958 and in the increased participation and awareness of some parts of the

Anglican Communion, and hopes that this participation and interest will extend to the whole

Anglican Communion.

The Conference recommends that the member Churches of the Anglican Communion should

place prominent emphasis upon Latin America in their missionary education, their prayers, and

their commitment to the world mission, as outlined in the document entitled "The Anglican

Communion and Latin America."
Resolution 69

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Anglican Consultative Council

The Conference accepts and endorses the appended proposals concerning the Anglican

Consultative Council and its Constitution and submits them to the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion for approval. Approval shall be by a two-thirds majority of the member

Churches and shall be signified to the Secretary of the Lambeth Consultative Body not later than

31 October 1969.

Anglican Consultative Council ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL Functions 1. To share

information about developments in one or more provinces with the other parts of the Communion

and to serve as needed as an instrument of common action.

2. To advise on inter-Anglican, provincial, and diocesan relationships, including the division of

provinces, the formation of new provinces and of regional councils, and the problems of extraprovincial

dioceses.

3. To develop as far as possible agreed Anglican policies in the world mission of the Church and to

encourage national and regional Churches to engage together in developing and implementing

such policies by sharing their resources of manpower, money, and experience to the best

advantage of all.

4. To keep before national and regional Churches the importance of the fullest possible Anglican

collaboration with other Christian Churches.

5. To encourage and guide Anglican participation in the ecumenical movement and the ecumenical

organisations; to co-operate with the World Council of Churches and the world confessional bodies

on behalf of the Anglican Communion; and to make arrangements for the conduct of pan-Anglican

conversations with the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Churches, and other Churches.
6. To advise on matters arising out of national or regional Church union negotiations or

conversations and on subsequent relations with united Churches.

7. To advise on problems on inter-Anglican communication and to help in the dissemination of

Anglican and ecumenical information.

8. To keep in review the needs that may arise for further study and, where necessary, to promote

inquiry and research.

Constitution Membership

1. The Council shall be constituted initially with a membership according to the Schedule below.

With the assent of two-thirds of the metropolitans, it shall have power to make alterations in the

Schedule as changing circumstances may require.

2. Members shall be chosen as provincial, national, or regional machinery provides. Alternates

shall be named by each Church and shall be invited to attend if a Church would otherwise be

unrepresented for a whole session of the Council.

3. The Council shall have power to co-opt as set out in the Schedule of Membership.

4. The term of office for members appointed according to the Schedule, and for co-opted

members, shall be six years. Except as provided in the recommendation below for the initial

period, members shall be ineligible for immediate re-election. Bishops and other clerical members

shall cease to be members on retirement from ecclesiastical office, and all members shall similarly

cease to be members on moving to another regional Church or province of the Anglican

Communion. Casual vacancies shall be filled by the appointing bodies, and persons thus

appointed shall serve for the unexpired term.

5. The Council shall have the right to call in advisers, Anglicans or others, at its discretion.

6.Officers.

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury shall be President of the Council and, when present, shall

preside at the inaugural session of each meeting of the Council. He shall be ex officio a member of

its committees.

(b) The Council shall elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman from its own number, who shall hold

office for six years.

(c) The Council shall appoint for a specified term a Secretary, who shall be known as the Secretary

General of the Council, and shall determine his duties.

7.Frequency of Meetings.

The Council shall meet every two years at the call of the Chairman in consultation with the

President and the Secretary General.

8.Standing Committee

The Council shall appoint a Standing Committee of nine members, which shall include the

Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council. The Secretary General shall be its Secretary. The

Standing Committee shall meet annually. It shall have the right to call advisers.

9.Locality of Meetings.

As far as possible, the Council and its Standing Committee shall meet in various parts of the world.

10.Budget

The Council shall produce an annual budget, including the stipend and expenses of the Secretary

General, his staff, and office, and this shall be apportioned among the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion.

Amendment of the Constitution 11. Amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted by the

Council to the constitutional bodies of the member Churches and must be ratified by two-thirds of

such bodies.
membership, at the beginning one-third of the delegates shall be appointed as elected for a twoyear

period, one-third for a four-year period, and the remaining third for a single period of six

years. Those elected for a two-year or four-year period shall be eligible for appointment for one

further period of six years. Thereafter all appointments or elections shall be for six years.

Schedule of Membership The membership of the Council shall be as follows:

(a) The Archbishop of Canterbury (b) Three from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, a

priest or deacon, and a lay person: The Church of England; The Episcopal Church of the United

States of America; The Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; The Anglican Church of

Canada; The Church of England in Australia.

(c) Two from each of the following, consisting of a bishop, and a priest, deacon, or lay person: The

Church in Wales; The Church in Ireland; The Episcopal Church in Scotland; The Church of the

Province of South Africa; The Church of the Province of West Africa; The Church of the Province

of Central Africa; The Church of the Province of East Africa; The Church of the Province of

Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi; The Church of the Province of New Zealand; The Church of the

Province of the West Indies; Nippon Sei Ko Ki; The Archbishopric in Jerusalem; The Council of the

Church of South-East Asia; The South Pacific Anglican Council; Latin America; any province of the

Anglican Communion not at present represented.

(d) Co-opted members: The Council shall have power to co-opt up to six additional members, of

whom at least two shall be women and two lay persons not over 28 years of age at the time of

appointment.
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Resolution 7

The Holy Spirit and the Church

1. The Conference rejoices at the abundant evidence from many parts of the world that there is

renewed awareness of the power and gifts of God's Holy Spirit to cleanse, sustain, empower, and

build up the Body of Christ.

2. We have seen increased instances of parish life being renewed, of individual ministries

becoming effective agencies of God's power to heal and reconcile, of witness to the faith and

proclamation of the Gospel with converting power, and of a deeper involvement in the sacramental

life of the Church.

3. We rejoice at the prompting of God's Spirit within the many expressions of ecumenity among

Christians, for the new forms of Christian communal life springing up and for Christian witness on

behalf of world peace and the affirmation of freedom and human dignity.

4. The Conference, therefore, recalls the entire Anglican Communion to a new openness to the

power of the Holy Spirit; and offers the following guidance to the Church, in the light of the several

ways this Spirit-filled activity may be best understood and represented in the life of the parish.

(a) We all should share fully and faithfully in the balanced corporate and sacramental life of the

local parish church. Informal services of prayer and praise need this enrichment in the same way

as the sacramental life needs the enrichment of informal prayer and praise.

(b) We all should ensure that reading and meditation of the Bible be part of the normal life of the

parish and be accompanied by appropriate study of scholarly background material so that the

Scripture is understood in its proper context. Those who search to understand the scholarly

background material in their reading of the Bible should ensure that they do so under the guidance

of the Holy Spirit, so that the Scripture is understood in its proper context.
(c) We all should search out ways to identify with those who suffer and are poor, and be involved

personally in efforts to bring them justice, liberation, healing, and new life in Christ.

(d) We should remember always that the power of the Spirit is not to be presented as either an

exemption from suffering or a guarantee of success in this life. The road from Palm Sunday to

Pentecost must pass through Good Friday and Easter. It is at the cross that new life through the

Holy Spirit is found, and in the shadow of the cross that Christians must pray "Come, Holy Spirit."
Resolution 14

The Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury: 1. in consultation with the Primates, to

convene a meeting of Anglican bishops with bishops of Churches in which Anglicans have united

with other Christians, and bishops from those Churches which are in full communion with Anglican

Churches; and to discuss with them how bishops from these Churches could best play their part in

future Lambeth Conferences; 2. to recognise the deep conviction of this Lambeth Conference that

the expressed desire of both the Lusitanian and Spanish Reformed Churches to become fully

integrated members of the Anglican Communion should receive both a warm and a positive

response.
Resolution 15

Partners in Mission

The Conference commends the "Partners in Mission" process to the member Churches of the

Anglican Communion and asks them to plan future consultations in accordance with the principles

set out in Resolution 27 of the second (Dublin, 1973) meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council

and Resolution 17 of its third (Trinidad, 1976) meeting, and in recommendations 1-8 below:

1. The consultation process is concerned with the meaning of mission as well as its

implementation. This point is made clear in the Trinidad report (p.57, para.2(b)(ix)), but has not yet

been widely received. PIM consultations may be weakened or confused by the failure to recognise

that their purpose is to bring about a renewed obedience to mission and not simply to make an

existing system efficient. We therefore recommend that each province seek to educate Anglicans

in the meaning of the PIM process and of the significant reorientation of mission strategy which is

involved.

2. One way of achieving this is to encourage the Church to experience the PIM principle at many

levels of its life: eg. between provinces in large national Churches, between dioceses, between a

group of parishes, or between parochial and sector ministries.

3. We draw attention to the weakness of the ecumenial dimension in many past consultations and

urge the correction of this in the future. Anglicans in any place cannot undertake mission

effectively without consulting and planning with fellow Christians.

4. Churches should not be content with inviting partners only from those areas which share a

natural or racial affinity with them. The insights of other cultures, and of various understandings of

mission are vital to growth in a true and balanced theology of mission, and to ensuring the

possibility of a creative exchange of resources both personal and material.

5. Representatives of partner Churches do not always have long enough in the host Church and

country before the consultation begins. We believe that a period of two weeks, or even longer,

would be helpful and appropriate in most situations. Forward planning should allow invitations to

be sent out well in advance.

6. We believe the PIM process can help all of us to catch the vision of an interdependent world as

well as an interdependent Church. To this end we underline how essential it is that, where

possible, the key secular issues should also be well presented in each consultation and by those in

society who understand them best.

7. PIM has helped us to develop the concept of sharing rather than of some giving and others

receiving. Yet there is an ever-present danger of lapsing into the "shopping list" way of thinking. At

the same time we are sure that consultations should always contain the opportunity for the frank

stating of specific needs.

8. Within the Anglican Communion as a whole, thought needs to be given to follow-up as well as

co-ordination of response to PIM consultations. We recommend that the ACC gives particular

attention to this matter.
Resolution 21

Women in the Priesthood

1. The Conference notes that since the last Lambeth Conference in 1968, the Diocese of Hong

Kong, the Anglican Church of Canada, the Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and

the Church of the Province of New Zealand have admitted women to the presbyterate, and that

eight other member Churches of the Anglican Communion have now either agreed or approved in

principle or stated that there are either no fundamental or no theological objections to the

ordination of women to the historic threefold ministry of the Church.

We also note that other of its member Churches have not yet made a decision on the matter.

Others again have clearly stated that they do hold fundamental objections to the ordination of

women to the historic threefold ministry of the Church.

2. The Conference acknowledges that both the debate about the ordination of women as well as

the ordinations themselves have, in some Churches, caused distress and pain to many on both

sides. To heal these and to maintain and strengthen fellowship is a primary pastoral responsibility

of all, and especially of the bishops.

3. The Conference also recognises

(a) the autonomy of each of its member Churches, acknowledging the legal right of each

Church to make its own decision about the appropriateness of admitting women to Holy

Orders;

(b) that such provincial action in this matter has consequences of the utmost significance for

the Anglican Communion as a whole.

4. The Conference affirms its commitment to the preservation of unity within and between all

member Churches of the Anglican Communion.

5. The Conference therefore

(a) encourages all member Churches of the Anglican Communion to continue in communion

with one another, notwithstanding the admission of women (whether at present or in the

future) to the ordained ministry of some member Churches;

(b) in circumstances in which the issue of the ordination of women has caused, or may cause,

problems of conscience, urges that every action possible be taken to ensure that all

baptized members of the Church continue to be in communion with their bishop and that

every opportunity be given for all members to work together in the mission of the Church

irrespective of their convictions regarding this issue;

(c) requests the Anglican Consultative Council

(i) to use its good offices to promote dialogue between those member Churches

which ordain women and those which do not, with a view to exploring ways in

which the fullest use can be made of women's gifts within the total ministry of

the Church in our Communion; and

(ii) to maintain, and wherever possible extend, the present dialogue with

Churches outside the Anglican family.

6. Consistent with the foregoing, this Conference

(a) declares its acceptance of those member Churches which now ordain women, and urges

that they respect the convictions of those provinces and dioceses which do not;

(b) declares its acceptance of those member Churches which do not ordain women, and

urges that they respect the convictions of those provinces and dioceses which do.

(c) With regard to women who have been ordained in the Anglican Communion being

authorised to exercise their ministry in provinces which have not ordained women, we

recommend that, should synodical authority be given to enable them to exercise it, it be

exercised only

(i) where pastoral need warrants and

(ii) where such a ministry is agreeable to the bishop, clergy, and people where the

ministry is to be exercised and where it is approved by the legally responsible

body of the parish, area, or institution where such a ministry is to be exercised.

7. We recognise that our accepting this variety of doctrine and practice in the Anglican Communion

may disappoint the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Old Catholic Churches, but we wish to make it

clear

(a) that the holding together of diversity within a unity of faith and worship is part

of the Anglican heritage;

(b) that those who have taken part in ordinations of women to the priesthood

believe that these ordinations have been into [sic.] the historic ministry of the

Church as the Anglican Communion has received it; and

(c) that we hope the dialogue between these other Churches and the member

Churches of our Communion will continue because we believe that we still

have understanding of the truth of God and his will to learn from them as

together we all move towards a fuller catholicity and a deeper fellowship in

the Holy Spirit.

8. This Conference urges that further discussions about the ordination of women be held within a

wider consideration of theological issues of ministry and priesthood.

Voting: For 316; Against 37; Abstentions 17.
Resolution 22

Women in the Episcopate

While recognising that a member Church of the Anglican Communion may wish to consecrate a

women to the episcopate, and accepting that such member Church must act in accordance with its

own constitution, the Conference recommends that no decision to consecrate be taken without

consultation with the episcopate through the primates and overwhelming support in any member

Church and in the diocese concerned, lest the bishop's office should become a cause of disunity

instead of a focus of unity.
Resolution 24

A Common Lectionary

The Conference recommends a common lectionary for the Eucharist and the Offices as a unifying

factor within our Communion and ecumenically; and draws attention to the experience of those

provinces which have adopted the three-year eucharistic lectionary of the Roman Catholic Church.
Resolution 25

An Anglican Doctrinal Commission

The Conference endorses the proposal suggested in Resolution 8 of the third (Trinidad, 1976)

meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council, to set up an inter-Anglican theological and doctrinal

advisory commission, and asks the Standing Committee of the ACC to establish the commission

with the advice of the primates, and the primates and provinces, by whatever means they feel

best, to review its work after a period of not more than five years.
Resolution 26

An Association of French-speaking Dioceses

The Conference gives thanks to God for the special role and witness of the French-speaking

dioceses of our Communion. We learned with deep interest of the emergence of a Frenchspeaking

province in Central Africa. We recognise the special difficulties of French-speaking

dioceses in communication, in the production of literature, and in training for the ministry. We call

for the active encouragement, under the Partners in Mission scheme, for all forms of support from

the dioceses of our Communion to French-speaking provinces and dioceses.
Resolution 27

Service in the World-wide Church

The Conference requests that in order to encourage world-wide service by the clergy and lay

servants of the Church, all member Churches be asked to make adequate provision for the future

service of those returning to their home province after a term of duty elsewhere, and also to ensure

that ultimate retirement and other relevant provisions are fully protected, either in their home

country or in the country of service.
Resolution 27

Service in the World-wide Church

The Conference requests that in order to encourage world-wide service by the clergy and lay

servants of the Church, all member Churches be asked to make adequate provision for the future

service of those returning to their home province after a term of duty elsewhere, and also to ensure

that ultimate retirement and other relevant provisions are fully protected, either in their home

country or in the country of service.
Resolution 28

Ecumenical Relationships

The Conference:

1. reaffirms the readiness of the Anglican Communion as already expressed in Resolution 44(c) of

the Lambeth Conference of 1968 (with reference to the Uppsala Assembly of the World Council of

Churches), to "work for the time when a genuinely universal council may once more speak for all

Christians";

2. acknowledges the pressing need stated by the Nairobi Assembly of the WCC that we should

develop more truly sustained and sustaining relationships among the Churches, as we look

towards the time when we can enjoy full conciliar fellowship (see "Breaking Barriers: Nairobi

1975," p.60);

3. encourages the member Churches of the Anglican Communion to pursue with perseverance

and hopefulness the search for full communion and mutual recognition of ministries between

themselves and other world confessional families and the Methodist and Baptist Churches both

internationally and locally, on the basis of the Lambeth Quadrilateral and the counsel offered by

successive meetings of the Anglican Consultative Council;

4. calls on member Churches of the Anglican Communion to review their commitment to

ecumenical structure as well as bilateral conversations at various levels with a view to

strengthening the common advance by all Churches to the goal of visible unity;

5. notes that many Christians belong to Churches not members of the World Council of Churches

and wishes to develop the opportunities for dialogue and common action with these Churches
when appropriate. In particular, the Conference welcomes the participation of Anglican lay

persons, priests, and bishops in the Lausanne Congress on World Evangelism of 1974 and

subsequent meetings, in which many of these Churches are represented.
Resolution 29

The World Council of Churches

The Conference urges that, in this thirtieth anniversary year of the World Council of Churches, all

Churches of the Anglican Communion reaffirm their support and strengthen their understanding of

this body, which is not only the most comprehensive expression of the ecumenical movement, but

also the chief vehicle of world-wide ecumenical co-operation and service. It also asks the World

Council of Churches to accept the guidance given through Section 3 of the Conference,

considering war and violence:

(1) to re-examine our complicity with violence in its many forms;

(2) to take with the utmost seriousness the question which the teaching of Jesus

places against all violence in human relationships.
Resolution 30

Inter-Church Relations: Definitions of Terms

The Conference requests the Anglican Consultative Council, in consultation with other Churches,

to formulate appropriate definitions of terms used in inter-Church relations.
Resolution 31

Relations with Lutheran Churches

The Conference encourages Anglican Churches together with Lutheran Churches in their area:

1. to study the report entitled "Anglican-Lutheran International Conversations" (the Pullach Report,

1972), Resolution 22 of the second meeting (Dublin, 1973) and Resolution 5 of the third meeting

(Trinidad, 1976) of the Anglican Consultative Council;

2. to give special attention to our ecclesial recognition of the Lutheran Church on the basis of these

reports and resolutions; and

3. to seek ways of extending hospitality and of engaging in joint mission.
Resolution 32

Relations With United Churches

The Conference requests that those member Churches that have placed limitations on the ministry

among them of episcopally ordained clergy from united Churches with which they are in

communion be asked to reconsider these restrictions so that the same courtesy might be accorded

to the clergy of those Churches as to those of other Churches in communion with us.
Resolution 33

The Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission

This Conference:

1. welcomes the work of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission which was set up

jointly by the Lambeth Conference of 1968 and by the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian

Unity;

2. recognises in the three Agreed Statements of this Commission* a solid achievement, one in

which we can recognise the faith of our Church, and hopes that they will provide a basis for

sacramental sharing between our two Communions if and when the finished Statements are

approved by the respective authorities of our Communions;

3. invites ARCIC to provide further explication of the Agreed Statements in consideration of

responses received by them;

4. commends to the appropriate authorities in each Communion further consideration of the

implications of the Agreed Statements in the light of the report of the Joint Preparatory

Commission (the Malta Report received bringing about a closer sharing between our two

Communions in life, worship, and mission;

5. asks the Secretary General of the Anglican Consultative Council to bring this Resolution to the

attention of the various synods of the Anglican Communion for discussion and action;

6. asks that in any continuing Commission, the Church of the South and the East be adequately

represented.

Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) * "Eucharistic Doctrine" (the

Windsor Statement, 1971), "Ministry and Ordination" (Canterbury, 1973), and "Authority in the

Church" (Venice, 1976).
Resolution 34

Anglican-Roman Catholic Marriages

The Conferences welcomes the report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission on "The

Theology of Marriage and its Application to Mixed Marriages" (1975).

In particular we record our gratitude for the general agreement on the theology of Christian

marriage there outlined, and especially for the affirmation of the "first order principle"* of life-long

union (ie. in the case of a breakdown of marriage). We also welcome the recognition that the

differing pastoral practices of our two traditions do in fact recognise and seek to share a common

responsibility for those for whom "no course absolutely consonant with the first order principle of

marriage as a life-long union may be available."

We also endorse the recommendations of the Commission in respect of inter-Church marriages:

(1) that, after joint preparation and pastoral care given by both the Anglican and Roman Catholic

counsellors concerned, a marriage may validly and lawfully take place before the duly authorised

minister of either party, without the necessity of Roman Catholic dispensation;

(2) that, as an alternative to an affirmation or promise by the Roman Catholic party in respect of

the baptism and upbringing of any children, the Roman Catholic parish priest may give a written

assurance to his bishop that he has put the Roman Catholic partner in mind of his or her

obligations and that the other spouse knows what these are.

We note that there are some variations in different regions in the provisions of Roman Catholic

directories on inter-Church marriages. We nevertheless warmly welcome the real attempts of

many Roman Catholic episcopal conferences to be pastorally sensitive to those problems arising

out of their regulations, which remain an obstacle to the continued growth of fraternal relations

between us. In particular, we note a growing Roman Catholic understanding that a decision as to
the baptism and upbringing of any children should be made within the unity of the marriage, in

which the Christian conscience of both partners must be respected. We urge that this last

development be encouraged.

The problems associated with marriage between members of our two Communions continue to

hinder inter-Church relations and progress towards unity. While we recognise that there has been

an improved situation in some places as a result of the "Motu Propio," the general principles

underlying the Roman Catholic position are unacceptable to Anglicans. Equality of conscience as

between partners in respect of all aspects of their marriage (and in particular with regard to the

baptism and religious upbringing of children) is something to be affirmed both for its own sake and

for the sake of an improved relationship between the Churches.
Resolution 35

Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue

The Conference:

1. welcomes the achievement of the Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission as expressed

in the Moscow Agreed Statement of 1976, and believes that this goes far to realise the hopes

about Anglican-Orthodox dialogue expressed at Lambeth 1968;

2. requests the Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission to continue to explore the

fundamental questions of doctrinal agreement and disagreement in our Churches; and to promote

regional groups for theological dialogue which would bring to the Commission not only reactions to

their work, but also theological issues arising out of local experience;

3. requests that all member Churches of the Anglican Communion should consider omitting the

Filioque from the Nicene Creed, and that the Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission

through the Anglican Consultative Council should assist them in presenting the theological issues

to their appropriate synodical bodies and should be responsible for any necessary consultation

with other Churches of the Western tradition.
Resolution 36

Cultural Identity

The Conference recognises with thanksgiving to God the growth of the Church across the world

and encourages every particular Church to strengthen its own identity in Christ and its involvement

with the community of which it is part, expressing its faith through the traditions and culture of its

own society except where they are in conflict with the essentials of the Gospel.
Resolution 37

Other Faiths: Gospel and Dialogue

1. Within the Church's trust of the Gospel, we recognise and welcome the obligation to open

exchange of thought and experience with people of other faiths. Sensitivity to the work of the Holy

Spirit among them means a positive response to their meaning as inwardly lived and understood. It

means also a quality of life on our part which expresses the truth and love of God as we have

known them in Christ, Lord and Saviour.

2. We realise the lively vocation to theological interpretation, community involvement, social

responsibility, and evangelisation which is carried by the Churches in areas where Hinduism,

Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, and Islam are dominant, and ask that the whole Anglican

Communion support them by understanding, by prayer, and where appropriate, by partnership with

them.

3. We continue to seek opportunities for dialogue with Judaism.
Resolutions Archive from 1988

1988.pdf

Resolution 1

The ordination or consecration of women to the episcopate

This Conference resolves:

1 That each province respect the decision and attitudes of other provinces in the ordination or

consecration of women to the episcopate, without such respect necessarily indicating acceptance

of the principles involved, maintaining the highest possible degree of communion with the

provinces which differ.

2 That bishops exercise courtesy and maintain communications with bishops who may differ, and

with any woman bishop, ensuring an open dialogue in the Church to whatever extent communion

is impaired.

3 That the Archbishop of Canterbury, in consultation with the primates, appoints a commission:

a) to provide for an examination of the relationships between provinces of the Anglican

Communion and ensure that the process of reception includes continuing consultation with other

Churches as well; b) to monitor and encourage the process of consultation within the Communion

and to offer further pastoral guidelines.

4 That in any province where reconciliation on these issues is necessary, any diocesan bishop

facing this problem be encouraged to seek continuing dialogue with, and make pastoral provision

for, those clergy and congregations whose opinions differ from those of the bishop, in order to

maintain the unity of the diocese.

5 Recognises the serious hurt which would result from the questioning by some of the validity of

the episcopal acts of a woman bishop, and likewise the hurt experienced by those whose

conscience would be offended by the ordination of a woman to the episcopate. The Church needs

to exercise sensitivity, patience and pastoral care towards all concerned.

Voting: For 423; Against 28; Abstentions 19.
Resolution 3

"Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry": Report of the Faith and Order Commission of the World

Council of Churches

This Conference:

1. Welcomes the text "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" (BEM) as a contribution of great

significance in the search for the visible unity of the Church and notes that the ecumenical climate

has already been much improved by it in many places. It recognizes this text to be one part of a

wider agenda in which the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches is

engaged. It values the consonance between BEM and the bilateral and other multilateral dialogues

in which Anglicans are engaged and the fact that BEM enables us to see a convergence towards

substantial agreement in faith and practice between many Communions.

2. Endorses the view of the provincial responses that Anglicans can recognize to a large extent in

the text of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" 'the faith of the Church through the ages.' 3.

Considers that Anglicans can draw important consequences from "Baptism, Eucharist and

Ministry" for their relations with other Churches, particularly with those Churches which also

recognize the text as an expression of the apostolic faith.

4. Recommends that provinces take guidance from the text for their worship, educational, ethical

and spiritual life and witness.

5. Encourages the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches to pursue its

work to develop the convergences of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" and the study on "Towards

Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today" within the context of the study on "Unity and

Renewal." Anglicans urge the Faith and Order Commission to resume its work on structures of

authority and decision-making in order that the work of the bilateral dialogues may be seen in a

broader context.

6. Recommends that formal response be sought from those provinces that have not yet replied to

the World Council of Churches; asks the Anglican Consultative Council to find ways of promoting a

continuing reception of the BEM text in all provinces of the Anglican Communion; and hopes that

sufficient finances and personal resources will be set aside for this to be carried out effectively.

Baptism and Christian union World Council of Churches. Commission on Faith and Order The

Four BEM Questions The Faith and Order Commission of the WCC asked the Churches to

prepare an official response to BEM at the highest appropriate level of authority. Four questions

were to be answered:

1. the extent to which your Church can recognize in this text the faith of the Church through the

ages.

In the light of the provincial responses it is clear that Anglicans can recognise to an impressive

degree the faith of the Church through the ages.

BEM is found to be a positive document, balanced and comprehensive, in the subjects it treats. In

each of the three areas of baptism, eucharist and ministry we look forward to an even greater

development of the convergence.

In the area of baptism more work needs to be done on the inter-relationship of the various parts of

the initiation process and the strengthening of the theme of covenant in relation to baptism. In the

area of eucharist we should like to ensure that the anamnesis of the mighty acts of God in Christ

remains focused upon his saving death and resurrection, and that while at every eucharist the true

president is Christ, an ordained priest ought to preside. In the area of ministry we look for a fuller

treatment of the ministries of all the baptized and clarification of the nature of priesthood and the

respective roles of bishops, presbyters and deacons. In particular we think it important to develop

work on the personal, collegial and communal forms of ministry exercised at every point in the

Church's corporate life. It would be helpful to Anglicans if work on the ordination of women to the

priesthood was developed in the context of the multilateral dialogue.

The responses from the provinces detect three underlying issues of a more general nature that

need continuing exploration: the relation between Scripture, Tradition and traditions; the nature of

the sacraments, their efficacy and their relation to the word; the ecclesiology implicit in the text of

BEM.

2. the consequences your Church can draw from this text for its relations and dialogues with other

Churches, particularly with those Churches who also recognize the text as an expression of the

apostolic faith.

We should like to develop the ecumenical consequences of the fact that our common baptism is a

basic bond of unity. The responses of the provinces to BEM encourage us to take up specific

matters with particular partners in dialogue: the theology and practice of baptism with those who

practice only "believers" baptism; the question of eucharistic hospitality with Churches with whom

we have no eucharistic fellowship; the mutual recognition of ministries, and particularly the role of

the episcopate as a sign of unity and continuity.

3. the guidance your Church can take from this text for its worship, educational, ethical, and

spiritual life and witness.

We recognize that BEM brings to expression the fruits of recent liturgical revision in our

Communion and in others. The text challenges Anglicans to reform their own lives and practice in

the areas of: preparation for baptism, and the continuing nurture of the baptized; the eucharist as

the centre from which Christians go out to work as reconcilers in a broken world; the theology and

practice of the diaconate, the complementarity of women and men in ministry, and the exercise of

episcopacy.

4. the suggestions your Church can make for the ongoing work of Faith and Order as it relates the

material of this text on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" to its long-range research project,

"Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today."

We look forward to the developing study on "Towards the Common Expression of the Apostolic

Faith Today." In light of the work of the bilateral dialogues on authority, Anglicans encourage the

Faith and Order Commission to resume as soon as possible the earlier study "How does the

Church Teach Authoritatively Today?" The study on the 'Unity of the Church and the Renewal of

Human Community' will help to locate the search for the visible unity of the Church in the proper

context of God's mission to the world for the sake of the Kingdom.
Resolution 4

Anglican-Lutheran Relations

This Conference:

1. Receives with gratitude the "Cold Ash Report" (1983) of the Anglican-Lutheran Joint Working

Group and approves its recommendations (see "Emmaus Report," pp 82-84).

2. Welcomes the "Niagara Report" of the Anglican-Lutheran Consultation on "Episcope" (1987),

recognizes in it a substantial convergence of views, and commends it to the member Churches of

the Anglican Communion for study and synodical reception.

3. Recommends that the permanent body already established by the Anglican Consultative

Council and the Lutheran World Federation to co-ordinate and assess developing Anglican-

Lutheran relationships (the Anglican/Lutheran International Continuation Committee) be renamed

as the Anglican-Lutheran International Commission, and asked to undertake the following tasks in

addition to its existing terms of reference:

(a) to integrate in a broader document the theological work already accomplished in international,

regional and local dialogues; (b) to explore more thoroughly the theological and canonical

requirements that are necessary in both Churches to acknowledge and recognise the full

authenticity of existing ministries (see "Niagara Report", para.94); (c) to advise with sensitivity on

the actual pastoral practices of our Churches in regard to the celebration of God's word and

sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist; (d) to produce a report which will indicate the degree of

convergence of views on the ordained ministry of bishops, presbyters and deacons.

4. Recognises, on the basis of the high degree of consensus reached in international, regional and

national dialogues between Anglicans and Lutherans and in the light of the communion centred

around word and sacrament that has been experienced in each other's traditions, the presence of

the Church of Jesus Christ in the Lutheran Communion as our own. 5. Urges that this recognition

and the most recent convergence on apostolic ministry achieved in the "Niagara Report" of the

Anglican-Lutheran Consultation on "Episcope" (1987) prompt us to move towards the fullest

possible ecclesial recognition and the goal of full communion. 6. Recommends to member

Churches, subject to the concurence of the Lutheran World Federation, that: (a) Anglican and

Lutheran Churches should officially establish and occasions make this appropriate; (b) The

provinces of our Communion should make provision for appropriate forms of `interim eucharistic

sharing' along the following lines: (i) They should by synodical action recognize now the member

Churches of the Lutheran World Federation as Churches in which the Gospel is preached and

taught; (ii) They should encourage the development of common Christian life throughout their

respective Churches by such means as the following proposals of the "Niagara Report": (a)

eucharistic sharing and joint common celebration of the Eucharist; (b) meetings of Church leaders

for regular prayer, reflection and consultation, thus beginning joint episcope; (c) mutual invitation of

Church leaders, clergy and laity, to synods, with a right to speak; (d) common agencies wherever

possible; (e) exploring the possibility of adjusting boundaries to assist local and regional cooperation;

(f) covenants among Church leaders to collaborate in episcope; (g) joint pastoral

appointments for special projects; (h) joint theological education and training courses; (i) sharing of

information and documents; (j) joint mission programmes; (k) agreed syllabuses for Christian

education in schools, joint materials for catechesis and adult study; (l) co-operation over liturgical

forms, cycle of intercession, lectionaries and homiletic materials; (m) welcoming isolated clergy or

diaspora congregations into the life of a larger group (see ALERC "Helsinki Report," 5); (n)

interchange of ministers to the extent permitted by canon law; (o) twinning (partnership) between

congregations and communities; (p) joint programmes of diaconal ministry and reflection on issues

of social responsibility; (q) joint retreats and devotional materials. (iii) They should affirm by

synodical action now on the basis of the consensus documents of Anglican-Lutheran International

Conversations that the basic teaching of each respective Church is consonant with Scripture and

that Lutheran teaching is sufficiently compatible with the teachings of the Churches of the Anglican

Communion so that a relationship of interim sharing of the Eucharist may be established between

these Churches under the guidelines appended. Interim sharing of the Eucharist Intercommunion

Cold Ash Report (1983) Emmmaus Report Niagara Report (1987) GUIDELINES FOR INTERIM

SHARING OF THE EUCHARIST (a) The Churches of the Anglican Communion extend a special

welcome to members of the Lutheran Churches to receive Holy Communion on the understanding

that the Lutheran Churches will do likewise. This welcome constitutes a recognition of eucharistic

teaching sufficient for interim sharing of the Eucharist.

(b) Bishops of dioceses of the Anglican Communion and bishops/presidents of Lutheran districts

and synods may by mutual agreement extend their regulations of church discipline to permit

common, joint celebration of the Eucharist within their jurisdictions according to guidelines

established by respective synods.

In this case: When a joint Eucharist is held in an Anglican church an Anglican bishop or priest

should preside, using an Anglican liturgy, with the Lutheran preaching; when a joint Eucharist is

held in a Lutheran church a Lutheran should preside using a Lutheran liturgy, with the Anglican

preaching. This is not concelebration, nor does it imply rejection or final recognition of either

Church's eucharist or ministry. The liturgical arrangements, including the position of the ministers

in relation to the alter, should take into account local circumstances and sensitivities.
Resolution 5

Anglican-Oriental Orthodox Relations

This Conference:

1. Warmly welcomes the renewal and development of relationships between the Anglican

Communion and the Armenian Apostolic, Coptic Orthodox, Ethiopian Orthodox, Syrian Orthodox

and Indian Orthodox Churches.

2. Warmly welcomes the renewal of relationships between the Anglican Communion and the Holy

Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East.

3. Particularly welcomes the presence of more observers from these Churches than at any

previous Lambeth Conference, thus regaining the momentum of the Conferences of 1908 and

1920.

4. Notes with satisfaction the visits to these Churches made before and since the WCC Assembly

at Vancouver in 1983 by Bishop Henry Hill, the meeting of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox Forum

held at St. Albans in 1985 and the subsequent publication of the symposium "Light from the East,"

as well as the meetings between the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Patriarchs of these

Churches, including that with Pope Shenouda III in 1987 resulting in their Joint Declaration.

5. Affirms our friendship with these two families of Churches, and recognises the severe difficulties

and challenges faced by them through war and persecution, through the growth of secularism and

militant atheism, and also recognises the challenge presented by the interface with Islam.

6. Recognises that we are present together in many parts of the world, and offers our hopes for the

development of friendship, fellowship and support wherever we find ourselves side by side.

7. Values greatly the rich contribution that these Churches have made to the spirituality of the

Church as a whole throughout the centuries.

8. Affirms and supports the work of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox Forum, and commits itself to

the task of the forum in developing areas of possible co-operation, particularly:

(a) The development of dialogue on matters of common theological interest and concern.

(b) The establishment of theological scholarships mainly for post-graduate study for students who

have completed their basic training in their own institutions and the possibility that some Anglican

students spend some time in Oriental Orthodox theological institutions and monasteries as part of

their regular training for the ministry.

(c) The hope that theological seminaries of the Oriental Orthodox Churches can be assisted,

especially in the building up of libraries, in the supply of new books, and in subscriptions to

scholarly journals, with journals and magazines published by Churches of the Communions being

exchanged on a more systematic basis.

(d) The need for regional co-ordinating bodies for promoting understanding and co-operation

among the Churches especially in the USA and Canada, in the Middle East, in Australia and New

Zealand, and in the United Kingdom.

9. Desires that in view of the importance of Anglican-Oriental Orthodox relations, the Anglican

Consultative Council enter into consultation with the relevant Oriental Orthodox authorities with a

view to the Forum being upgraded to a formally recognised commission.
Resolution 6

Anglican-Orthodox Relations

This Conference:

1. Remembers with gratitude the long history of cordial relations between Anglicans and Orthodox,

not only in Europe but throughout the world, and records our sense of privilege at sharing in the

celebrations of the Millennium of the Baptism of Kievan Rus, and the enrichment of the

Conference by the presence of Orthodox consultants and observers who have shared with us in

our life and worship; and values the dialogue between our Communions not only because it

transcends East-West divisions (theological, cultural and political) but also because it stimulates

and aids our own internal reflection on important issues.

2. Warmly welcomes the Dublin Agreed Statement of 1984 as an important successor to the

Moscow Agreed Statement of 1976 and notes with particular pleasure the measure of theological

agreement which the Dublin Statement records, the honesty with which it expresses divergences

of outlook, and its special emphasis on prayer and worship as the context in which doctrinal

discussion must be pursued.

3. Commits itself to drawing the attention of all the provinces of our Communion to the contents of

the Dublin Agreed Statement, hoping to see it given the serious discussion which it deserves,

especially in those provinces where there is a strong Orthodox presence and where there has

hitherto been too little fraternal contact, and asks further all the provinces to submit to the

Secretary General of the ACC, by a date to be specified by that body, their responses to the Dublin

Statement, such responses as far as possible to be expressed after conversation with local

Orthodox Christians.

4. Welcomes the resumption of the Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Discussion (AOJDD) and

encourages the work of that Commission towards the restoration of that unity for which Christ

prayed, particularly noting its intention to address the question of ecclesiology which it is hoped will

include the increasingly significant concept of "reception", the issue of ecclesial diversity and the

inter-relationship between faith and the culture in which it is expressed, believing that these are

pressing issues which affect both our Communions; and at the same time urging that the AOJDD

take into its consideration other dialogues in which both Anglicans and Orthodox separately are

involved.

5. Asks that further thought be given to the Filioque clause, recognising it to be a major point of

disagreement, (a) recalling Resolution 35.3 of the Lambeth Conference 1978 and the varied, and

on the whole positive, response from those provinces which responded to ACC-4's request to

consider the removal of this clause from liturgical texts, (b) noting that the Report of the Faith and

Order Commission of the WCC "Ecumenical Explication of the Apostolic Faith as expressed in the

Niceno-Constantinopolitan (381) Creed" bases itself on the original text, (c) believing that it may be

possible to achieve unity of action on the part of all the 'Western Churches' to adopt the original

form of the Creed without any betrayal of their theological heritage, (d) recommending to the

provinces of the Anglican Communion that in future liturgical revisions the Niceno-

Constantinopolitan Creed be printed without the Filioque clause.

6. Noting the forthcoming Pan-Orthodox Consultation on Women and Ordination, requests that the

results of its deliberations be circulated to the provinces of the Anglican Communion and urges

that ecumenical theological dialogue ensue on this issue.

7. Notes with gratitude to God the increasing openness towards the Orthodox Churches in the

Soviet Union and encourages the provinces of the Anglican Communion:

(a) to explore increased contact, co-operation and exchanges; (b) to offer such theological

literature and other aid as may be practicable.

8. Welcomes the various international exchange programmes and study visits that are taking place

between Anglicans and Orthodox and hopes that more such opportunities will be created.

9. Welcomes the many examples of friendship, hospitality, co-operation and participation in each

other's worship that already exist at the local level and urges the Churches of the Anglican

Communion to be more active in such endeavours, noting with particular thanksgiving the

influence of Orthodox spirituality and iconography on contemporary Anglicanism and asking

Anglicans to share with Orthodox their experience of witness and ministry in secular contexts.

Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Discussion (AOJDD) Dublin Agreed Statement (1984) Moscow

Agreed Statement (1976) (See further paras 57 and 59 of the Report on "Ecumenical Relations.")
Resolution 7

Anglican-Reformed Dialogue

This Conference:

1. Impressed by the insight of the Report of the Anglican-Reformed Conversations, "God's Reign

and our Unity," particularly of the way in which the unity and mission of the Church and the quest

for human unity are set within the context of the Kingdom of God, commends this text for

widespread study and synodical reception throughout the Anglican Communion.

2. Notes with satisfaction that the dialogue helps both Anglicans and Reformed to recover together

a reformed pattern of the three-fold ministry; and that Anglicans are challenged to consider the

expression of diaconal ministry, the Reformed the expression of the personal dimension of

oversight (episcope) at the regional level.

3. Endorses the stress on the need for personal, collegial and commmunal expressions of ministry

exercised at every level of the Church's life.

4. Recommends that the ACC collects from the provinces responses to the dialogue and any

implications that have resulted; and requests the ACC to consult with the World Alliance of

Reformed Churches (Presbyterian and Congregational) over the setting up of a small continuation

committee to encourage wider study and implementation in life [sic, read "light"] of the insights of

this dialogue as a contribution towards growth in unity.

5. Acknowledging that this is the only dialogue which deals at any length with the ordination of

women to the threefold order, notes that it is suggested that "it is clearly impossible for Churches

which exist in the same geographical area but which take different stands on this issue to enter

into complete union"; recommends further study on this issue in the light of the remaining

differences of opinion and practice in both traditions.

6. Affirms that concept promoted in this dialogue that orthopraxis (right action) is as important in

ecumenical conversations as orthodoxy (right belief), and therefore urges that adequate attention

be given to orthopraxis in all ecumenical dialogue.
Resolution 8

Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC)

This Conference:

1. Recognises the Agreed Statements of ARCIC I on "Eucharistic Doctrine, Ministry and

Ordination," and their Elucidations, as consonant in substance with the faith of Anglicans and

believes that this agreement offers a sufficient basis for taking the next step forward towards the

reconciliation of our Churches grounded in agreement in faith.

2. Welcomes the assurance that, within an understanding of the Church as communion, ARCIC II

is to explore further the particular issues of the reconciliation of ministries; the ordination of

women; moral questions; and continuing questions of authority, including the relation of Scripture

to the Church's developing tradition and the role of the laity in decision-making within the Church.

3. Welcomes "Authority in the Church " (I and II), together with the Elucidation, as a firm basis for

the direction and agenda of the continuing dialogue on authority and wishes to encourage ARCIC

II to continue to explore the basis in Scripture and tradition of the concept of a universal primacy, in

conjunction with collegiality, as an instrument of unity, the character of such a primacy in practice,

and to draw upon the experience of other Christian Churches in exercising primacy, collegiality

and conciliarity.

4. In welcoming the fact that the ordination of women is to form part of the agenda of ARCIC II,

recognises the serious responsibility this places upon us to weigh the possible implications of

action on this matter for the unity of the Anglican Communion and for the universal Church.

5. Warmly welcomes the first Report of ARCIC II, "Salvation and the Church" (1987), as a timely

and significant contribution to the understanding of the Churches' doctrine of salvation and

commends this Agreed Statement about the heart of Christian faith to the provinces for study and

reflection.

Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) Anglican-Roman Catholic

International Commission (ARCIC II) This Conference has received the official responses to the

"Final Report" of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) from the

member provinces of the Anglican Communion. We note the considerable measure of consensus

and convergence the Agreed Statements represent. We wish to record our grateful thanks to

Almighty God for the very significant advances in understanding and unity thereby expressed.

In considering the "Final Report" the Conference bore two questions in mind:

(i) Are the Agreed Statements consonant with Anglican faith? (ii) If so, do they enable us to take

further steps forward? Eucharistic Doctrine The provinces gave a clear "yes" to the Statement on

"Eucharistic Doctrine."

Comments have been made that the style and the language used in the Statement are

inappropriate for certain cultures. Some provinces asked for clarification about the meaning of

anamnesis and bread and wine "becoming" the body and blood of Christ. But no province rejected

the Statement and many were extremely positive.

While we recognise that there are hurts to be healed and doubts to be overcome, we encourage

Anglicans to look forward with the new hope which the Holy Spirit is giving to the Church as we

move away from past mistrust, division and polarisation.

While we respect continuing anxieties of some Anglicans in the areas of "sacrifice" and

"presence", they do not appear to reflect the common mind of the provincial responses, in which it

was generally felt that the Elucidation of "Eucharistic Doctrine" was a helpful clarification and

reassurance. Both are areas of "mystery" which ultimately defy definition.

But the Agreed Statement on the Eucharist sufficiently expresses Anglican understanding.

Ministry and Ordination Again, the provinces gave a clear "yes" to the Statement on "Ministry and

Ordination."

The language and style have, however, been a difficulty for some provinces, especially in the Far

East. Wider representation has also been called for from Africa. Though this has now been

partially remedied in ARCIC II, there is still currently no representation from Latin America, a

subcontinent with very large Roman Catholic populations.

An ambivalent reply came from one province which has traditionally experienced a difficult

relationship with the Roman Catholic Church. This seems to reflect the need for developing deeper

links of trust and friendship as ecumenical dialogue goes forward.

While some provinces asked for a clarification of "priesthood" the majority other's ministries and

thus to further the reconciliation of ministries and growth towards full communion.

Authority in the Church The responses from the provinces to the two Statements on "Authority in

the Church" were generally positive.

Questions were, however, raised about a number of matters, especially primacy, jurisdiction and

infallibility, collegiality, and the role of the laity. Nevertheless, it was generally felt that "Authority in

the Church" (I and II), together with the Elucidation, give us real grounds for believing that fuller

agreement can be reached, and that they set out helpfully the direction and agenda of the way

forward.
Resolution 9

Methodist Church

This Conference:

1. Gives thanks to Almighty God for the 250th anniversary of the conversion of John and Charles

Wesley, and for the influence and witness of the Methodist Church.

2. Recognizes with regret that at this time there is no international theological dialogue between

the Anglican Communion and the World Methodist Council.

3. Requests the Anglican Consultative Council to initiate conversations with the World Methodist

Council with a view to the beginning of such a dialogue.
Resolution 10

Baptist World Alliance

This Conference:

1. Gives thanks for the many dialogues which are taking place between the Anglican Communion

and other Christian Churches and for the closer fellowship which these dialogues have enabled

between us.

2. In the light of the growing reception of "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry," believes that the time

is ripe for a dialogue between the Anglican Communion and the Baptist World Alliance.

3. Requests the Anglican Consultative Council to initiate conversations with the Baptist World

Alliance with a view to the beginning of such a dialogue.
Resolution 11

Pentecostal Churches

This Conference notes the rapid growth of Pentecostal Churches in many parts of the world, and

encourages where possible the initiation of personal contact and theological dialogue with

Pentecostal Churches especially at the local level.
Resolution 12

United Churches in full communion

This Conference:

1. Expresses its gratitude for the presence of bishops from the Church of South India, the Church

of North India, the Church of Bangladesh and the Church of Pakistan, acknowledging that their

presence reminds us that our commitment as Anglicans is to the wider unity of the Church.

2. Affirms the request of ACC-7 (Resolution 17) that all United Churches with which the Churches

of the Anglican Communion are in full communion be invited to accept full membership in the

Lambeth Conference and the Primates Meeting (as is already the case with the Anglican

Consultative Council).

3. Welcomes the proposals entitled "Ministry in a Uniting Church" of the Covenanted Churches in

Wales, and insofar as the Welsh proposals are similar to the North India and Pakistan Scheme,

sees no difficulties in relation to the question of full communion if such proposals are brought to

fruition.

4. Encourages the development of similar proposals in other parts of the world.

Church of Bangladesh Church of North India Church of Pakistan Church of South India The term

"united Churches in full communion" is used of those Churches where Anglicans have entered into

union with Christians of other traditions. These Churches are in full communion with the Churches

of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 13

Unity: Locally, nationally and internationally

This Conference:

Acknowledging that the withdrawal of Anglicans from several previous covenanting proposals and

schemes of unity with Methodist, Reformed and other Churches is a cause for sorrow and

repentance, nevertheless is encouraged by:

1. the continuing unity conversations in the Consultation on Church Union (USA) and the Welsh

covenanting proposals; 2. the developing partnerships in oversight of ecumenical ventures which

is being shared by bishops with the leaders of other Churches; 3. the local unity developing in

various countries such as the co-operating parishes in New Zealand, the "shared ministries" in

Canada and the local ecumenical projects (with the proposed new canons) in England.

4. Recognizes the special pastoral needs of inter-Church families and wishes to express its

support and encouragement for the work of associations of inter-Church families and all forms of

work locally and internationally which seek to help them.
Resolution 14

Councils of Churches

This Conference:

1. Recognises the World Council of Churches as a special instrument of God in bringing into fuller

unity and mission those Churches that confess "the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour

according to the Scriptures, and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of

the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit," and in expressing their commitment to justice, peace,

and the integrity of creation.
2. Encourages the provinces of the Anglican Communion to fuller commitment to the work of the

WCC as well as other councils.

3. Recommends that all such councils be as inclusive of the baptized as possible and that all

Churches be encouraged to contribute to the life and witness of such councils as fully as possible.

4. Expresses the hope that, through the councils, the Churches are helped to function as closely

as possible in accordance with the Lund Principle, viz. that Churches should do together all those

things that deep differences of conviction do not compel them to do separately.
Resolution 15

Local Ecumenism

This Conference:

1. Believes that the significance and value of the bilateral and multilateral conversations which

Anglicans continue to have with other Churches depend in large part on a parallel movement of

growth in unity at the local level, and therefore commits itself to work at this at provincial, diocesan

and parish level, and in particular to share in fellowship, discussion, study, worship, mission and

action with fellow Christians of other traditions, in order that the unity which our Lord has given to

all who believe in him may be more generally experienced and more visibly realised.

2. Requests that special attention be given to the ways in which bishops may share with the

leadership of other Churches in the pastoral oversight of all Christians in ecumenical projects.
Resolution 16

Theological Education

This Conference notes with gratitude the numerous experiments in joint education with other

Churches which are being made all over the world, and recommends the extension of such work

beyond the training of those who are to be ordained both in order to meet the needs of the whole

people of God for a better understanding and fuller knowledge of their faith, and to foster the

development of ecumenical theology and catechetics.
Resolution 17

Steps Towards Unity

This Conference recognises that the growth of Christian unity is a gradual and costly process in

which agreement in faith, sharing in prayer, worship and pastoral care, and co-operation in mission

all play their part and recommends to the Churches in their own particular situations that they

progress from mere coexistence through to co-operation, mutual commitment or covenant and on

to full visible unity with all their brothers and sisters in Christ.
Resolution 18

The Anglican Communion: Identity and Authority

This Conference:

1. Resolves that the new Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission (or a specially

appointed inter-Anglican commission) be asked to undertake as a matter of urgency a further

exploration of the meaning and nature of communion; with particular reference to the doctrine of

the Trinity, the unity and order of the Church, and the unity and community of humanity.
2.(a) Urges that encouragement be given to a developing collegial role for the Primates Meeting

under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates Meeting is able to

exercise an enhanced responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters.

(b) Recommends that in the appointment of any future Archbishop of Canterbury, the Crown

Appointments Commission be asked to bring the Primates of the Communion into the process of

consultation.

3. Resolves that the Lambeth Conference as a conference of bishops of the Anglican Communion

should continue in the future, at appropriate intervals.

4. Recommends that regional conferences of the Anglican Communion should meet between

Lambeth Conferences as and when the region concerned believes it to be appropriate; and in the

event of these regional conferences being called, it should be open to the region concerned to

make them representative of clergy and laity as well as bishops.

5. Recommends that the ACC continue to fulfil the functions defined in its Constitution (developed

as a consequence of Resolution 69 of the 1968 Lambeth Conference) and affirmed by the

evaluation process reported to ACC-6 (see "Bonds of Affection," pp 23-27); in particular to

continue its consultative, advisory, liaison and communication roles within the Communion (and to

do so in close co-operation with the Primates Meeting).

6. Requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion, to

appoint an advisory body on Prayer Books of the Anglican Communion. The body should be

entrusted with the task of offering encouragement, support and advice to Churches of the

Communion in their work of liturgical revision as well as facilitating mutual consultation concerning,

and review of, their Prayer Books as they are developed with a view to ensuring:

(a) the public reading of the Scriptures in a language understood by the people and instruction of

the whole people of God in the scriptural faith by means of sermons and catechisms; (b) the use of

the two sacraments ordained by Christ, Baptism with water in the threefold name, and Holy

Communion with bread and wine and explicit intention to obey our Lord's command; (c) the use of

forms of episcopal ordination to each of the three orders by prayer with the laying-on of hands; (d)

the public recitation and teaching of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds; and (e) the use of other

liturgical expressions of unity in faith and life by which the whole people of God is nurtured and

upheld, with continuing awareness of ecumenical liturgical developments.

Primates' Meeting Anglican Consultative Council On 1 above: If there is the possibility of ordination

of women bishops in some provinces, it will throw into sharper focus the present impaired nature of

communion. It is a matter of urgency that we have a further theological enquiry into and reflection

on the meaning of communion in a trinitarian context for the Anglican Communion. Such an

enquiry should relate to ecumenical discussions exploring similar issues. This, more than

structures, will provide a theological framework in which differences can be handled.

On 2 above: We see an enhanced role for the Primates as a key to growth of inter-dependence

within the Communion. We do not see any inter-Anglican jurisdiction as possible or desirable; an

inter-Anglican synodical structure would be virtually unworkable and highly expensive. A collegial

role for the Primates by contrast could easily be developed, and their collective judgement and

advice would carry considerable weight.

If this is so, it is neither improper nor out of place to suggest that part of the consultative process

prior to the appointment of a future Archbishop of Canterbury should be in consultation with the

Primates.

On 3 above: We are convinced that there is considerable value in the bishops of the Anglican

Communion meeting as bishops, both in terms of mutual understanding and as an effective agent

of interdependence.

On 4 above: Regional issues need regional solutions. Regional conferences can also provide for

wider representation.

On 5 above: We value the present work of the ACC. We do not see, however, that it ought to move

beyond its present advisory role.

On 6 above: Concern for how the Church celebrates the sacraments of unity and with what

consequences is a central expression of episcopal care and pastoral oversight in the Church of

God. As bishops of the Anglican Communion we have a particular responsibility for securing those

elements in worship which nurture our identity and unity in Christ and which therefore have an

authority for us as Anglicans. (A parallel but significantly different resolution has been proposed by

the Anglican Consultative Council: Resolution 12 of ACC-7.) (See further paras 113-152 of the

Report on "Dogmatic and Pastoral Concerns.")
Resolution 20

Inter-faith Dialogue

This Conference commends dialogue with people of other faiths as part of Christian discipleship

and mission, with the understanding that:

(1) dialogue begins when people meet each other; (2) dialogue depends upon mutual

understanding, mutual respect and mutual trust; (3) dialogue makes it possible to share in service

to the community; (4) dialogue becomes a medium of authentic witness.

Acknowledging that such dialogue, which is not a substitute for evangelism, may be a contribution

in helping people of different faiths to make common cause in resolving issues of peacemaking,

social justice and religious liberty, we further commend each province to initiate such dialogue in

partnership with other Christian Churches where appropriate.
Resolution 21

Inter-faith Dialogue: Jewish/Christian/Muslim

This Conference:

1. Commends the document "Jews, Christians and Muslims: The Way of Dialogue" for study and

encourages the Churches of the Anglican Communion to engage in dialogue with Jews and

Muslims on the basis of understanding, affirmation and sharing illustrated in it.

2. Recommends that the Anglican Consultative Council gives consideration to the setting up of an

inter-faith committee, which committee, in the interest of cost and in practical pursuance of our

commitment to ecumenism, would work in close co-operation with the Inter-Faith Dialogue

Committee of the WCC; and that this committee, amongst its other work, establishes a common

approach to people of other faiths on a Communion-wide basis and appoints working parties to

draw up more detailed guidelines for relationships with Judaism and Islam and other faiths as

appropriate.

3. Recommends that provinces initiate talks wherever possible on a tripartite basis, with both Jews

and Muslims.

4. Urges provinces to support those institutions which are helping Christians towards a more

informed understanding of Judaism and Islam.
Resolution 39

South Africa

This Conference:

1. Reaffirms its belief that the system of apartheid in South Africa is evil and especially repugnant

because of the cruel way a tyrannical racist system is being upheld in the name of the Christian

faith.

2. Condemns the detention of children without just cause.

3. Calls upon the Churches to press their governments to (a) bring the maximum pressure to bear

on the South African regime in order to promote a genuine process of change towards the

establishment of democratic political structures in a unified state; (b) institute forms of sanction

calculated to have the maximum effect in bringing an end to the evil dispensation, and in

establishing a just peace among all citizens; (c) give direct aid to anti-apartheid organisations

within South Africa particularly with a view to assisting the unemployed and persecuted; (d) give

effective practical support to the Frontline States in order to ensure their economic survival and

welfare, as well as their military protection from the threat of South African aggression; (e) push for

the release of Nelson Mandela and all other political prisoners and detainees in South Africa, and

the unbanning of organisations like the African National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress

which represent the majority of citizens; (f) give direct moral and humanitarian support to such

organisations in the pursuit of a just order which reflects Gospel values, and urges the Churches to

ensure that none of their own financial resources is [sic.] used to support the present regime in

South Africa and for this purpose to disinvest from all corporations which have a significant

financial stake in South Africa (ACC-7, Resolution 24).

4. Believes that to work for a just peace in South Africa is to work for the true liberation of all

peoples of the region, black and white.
Resolution 43

Decade of Evangelism

This Conference, recognising that evangelism is the primary task given to the Church, asks each

province and diocese of the Anglican Communion, in co-operation with other Christians, to make

the closing years of this millennium a "Decade of Evangelism" with a renewed and united

emphasis on making Christ known to the people of his world.
Resolution 47

Liturgical Freedom

This Conference resolves that each province should be free, subject to essential universal

Anglican norms of worship, and to a valuing of traditional liturgical materials, to seek that

expression of worship which is appropriate to its Christian people in their cultural context.
Resolution 48

Mission to Youth

This Conference:

1. Encourages every diocese to conduct an evaluation of existing mission and ministry among its

youth*, as far as possible in co-operation with other Churches, which should include an

examination of the current nature and extent of youth involvement in the life of the diocese and

provinces and at every level.

2. Suggests that this should include the following questions to be investigated:

(a) What occasions or venues for meeting are provided for young people who have no

contact whatever with the Church or the Christian faith?

(b) What proportion of diocesan and parish budgets is set aside for youth ministry, compared

with other activities?

(c) What relationships exist between the diocese and its clergy on the one hand, and the local

schools and state education authorities on the other, if any?

(d) How are the dioceses and parishes making use of the skills and gifts of local Christian

teachers, youth leaders, young people who have a ministry among their peers, and what

opportunities for encouragement and training in Christian witness are being provided?

*Known elsewhere as a "mission audit"; see [Report of] ACC-6, Resolution 11, p.60, for suggested

guidelines.
Resolution 49

Support for French-Speaking Dioceses

This Conference draws the attention of the whole Anglican Communion to the problems faced by

the Province of Burundi, Rwanda and Zaire and other French-speaking dioceses, so that they can

be supported by their Partners in Mission and other parts of the Communion with an aim of helping

them to obtain self-sufficiency in fulfilling their mission in terms of training manpower, transport and

financial support.
Resolution 61

Islamic Fundamentalism

This Conference:

1. Expresses concern that the emergence of Islamic religious fundamentalism has resulted in

serious violation of fundamental human rights, including the right of religious belief, practice and

propagation, as well as destruction of property of Christian Churches in such places as Northern

Nigeria and the Sudan.

2. Urges the ACC to find ways and means of bringing these concerns to international Islamic

organisations and the United Nations, and encourages dialogue with countries where pursuit of

Islamic religious fundamentalism has led to such violations of human rights.
Resolution 64

Human Rights for Those of Homosexual Orientation

This Conference:

1. Reaffirms the statement of the Lambeth Conference of 1978 on homosexuality, recognising the

continuing need in the next decade for "deep and dispassionate study of the question of

homosexuality, which would take seriously both the teaching of Scripture and the results of

scientific and medical research."

2. Urges such study and reflection to take account of biological, genetic and psychological

research being undertaken by other agencies, and the socio-cultural factors that lead to the

different attitudes in the provinces of our Communion.

3. Calls each province to reassess, in the light of such study and because of our concern for

human rights, its care for and attitude towards persons of homosexual orientation.
Resolution 66

Handbook of Anglican Sources

This Conference encourages the publication of the proposed handbook of Anglican sources, which

will reflect the catholicity of our tradition from the beginning and the concerns of the world-wide

Anglican Communion today.

Plans are in hand for SPCK to publish such a handbook*, to be edited by J. Robert Wright and

G.R. Evans, with a consultative editorial board drawn from the Anglican provinces. It will involve no

cost to the Church. It will be useful for encouraging understanding of Anglicanism, both among

Anglicans and people of other traditions.

*["The Anglican Tradition" (SPCK, 1991)]
Resolution 69

Admission to Communion

This Conference requests all provinces to consider the theological and pastoral issues involved in

the admission of those baptized but unconfirmed to communion (as set out in the Report of ACC-

7), and to report their findings to the ACC.

This Resolution does what ACC-7 expected to be done, and is in line with a draft statement from

"Mission and Ministry." Whilst it comes as a private member's Resolution, it comes with the

goodwill of the "Mission and Ministry" Section.
Resolutions Archive from 1998

1998.pdf

Resolution I.10

Human Sexuality

This Conference:

a. commends to the Church the subsection report on human sexuality;

b. in view of the teaching of Scripture, upholds faithfulness in marriage between a man and a

woman in lifelong union, and believes that abstinence is right for those who are not called

to marriage;

c. recognises that there are among us persons who experience themselves as having a

homosexual orientation. Many of these are members of the Church and are seeking the

pastoral care, moral direction of the Church, and God's transforming power for the living of

their lives and the ordering of relationships. We commit ourselves to listen to the

experience of homosexual persons and we wish to assure them that they are loved by

God and that all baptised, believing and faithful persons, regardless of sexual orientation,

are full members of the Body of Christ;

d. while rejecting homosexual practice as incompatible with Scripture, calls on all our people

to minister pastorally and sensitively to all irrespective of sexual orientation and to

condemn irrational fear of homosexuals, violence within marriage and any trivialisation

and commercialisation of sex;

e. cannot advise the legitimising or blessing of same sex unions nor ordaining those involved

in same gender unions;

f. requests the Primates and the ACC to establish a means of monitoring the work done on

the subject of human sexuality in the Communion and to share statements and resources

among us;
g. notes the significance of the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Human Sexuality and the

concerns expressed in resolutions IV.26, V.1, V.10, V.23 and V.35 on the authority of

Scripture in matters of marriage and sexuality and asks the Primates and the ACC to

include them in their monitoring process.

APPENDIX

Resolutions of Sections and Regions referred to in Subsection (f) of Resolution I.10 (Human

Sexuality)

Resolution IV.26 from Section IV

This Conference, noting that no province of the Anglican Communion has voted to change the

traditional ethical teaching on homosexuality, in order to have and promote credibility with our

brothers and sisters in New Churches and Independent Christian Groups, receives and recognises

the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Human Sexuality as a contribution of the 'South - South

Encounter' to the Anglican Communion.

Note: This Resolution was not voted upon, as the Conference agreed to pass to next business.

Resolution V.1 from Central and East Africa Region

This Conference:

(a) believes in the primary authority of the Scriptures, according to their own testimony; as

supported by our own historic tradition. The Scriptural revelation of Jesus the Christ must continue

to illuminate, challenge and transform cultures, structures, systems and ways of thinking;

especially those secular views that predominate our society to day;
(b) consequently, reaffirms the traditional teaching upholding faithfulness between a husband and

wife in marriage, and celibacy for those who are single;

(c) noting that the Holy Scriptures are clear in teaching that all sexual promiscuity is a sin, is

convinced that this includes homosexual practices, between persons of the same sex, as well as

heterosexual relationships outside marriage;

(d) believes that in this regard, as in others, all our ordained Ministers must set a wholesome and

credible example. Those persons who practise homosexuality and live in promiscuity, as well as

those Bishops who knowingly ordain them or encourage these practices, act contrary to the

Scriptures and the teaching of the Church. We call upon them to repent;

(e) respects as persons and seeks to strengthen compassion, pastoral care, healing, correction

and restoration for all who suffer or err through homosexual or other kind of sexual brokenness.

(f) affirms that it is therefore the responsibility of the Church to lead to repentance all those who

deviate from the orthodox teaching of the Scriptures and to assure them of God's forgiveness,

hope and dignity.

Note: This Resolution was put to the Conference in the form of an amendment to Resolution I.10

and was defeated.

Resolution V.10 from the Latin American Region

This Conference recognises the importance of strengthening Christian family values, and thereby

reaffirms traditional Anglican sexual ethics.

Note: This Resolution was put to the Conference in the form of an amendment to Resolution I.10

and was withdrawn by the mover.
Resolution V. 23 from the South East Asia Region

This Conference receives the Kuala Lumpur Statement on Human Sexuality with gratitude as an

authentic expression of Anglican moral norms.

Note: This Resolution was not voted upon, as the Conference agreed to pass to next business.

Resolution V.35 from the West Africa Region

This Conference:

(a) noting that -

(i) the Word of God has established the fact that God created man and woman and blessed their

marriage;

(ii) many parts of the Bible condemn homosexuality as a sin;

(iii) homosexuality is one of the many sins that Scripture has condemned;

(iv) some African Christians in Uganda were martyred in the 19th century for refusing to have

homosexual relations with the king because of their faith in the Lord Jesus and their commitment

to stand by the Word of God as expressed in the Bible on the subject;

(b) stands on the Biblical authority and accepts that homosexuality is a sin which could only be

adopted by the church if it wanted to commit evangelical suicide.

Note: This Resolution was put to the Conference in the form of an amendment to Resolution I.10

and was defeated.
Section II - Called to live and proclaim the good news

Resolution II.1

The Theological Foundations of Mission

This Conference:

a. believing that all our mission springs from the action and self-revelation of God in Jesus

Christ and that without this foundation, we can give no form or content to our proclamation

and can expect no transforming effect from it.

b. resolves to:

i. reaffirm our faith in the doctrines of the Nicene Creed as the basis of what is to be

believed, lived and proclaimed by the churches of the Anglican Communion;

ii. accept the imperative character of our call to mission and evangelism as

grounded in the very nature of the God who is revealed to us.
Resolution II.3

Companion Dioceses

This Conference;

a. notes that many dioceses in the Anglican Communion have not as yet been able to

establish companion relationships;

b. believes that the time has come for significant new initiatives in encouraging all dioceses

to develop companion relationships across provincial boundaries, as part of the process of

developing the cross-cultural nature of the communion;

c. believes that, in addition to the structures administered through Partners in World Mission

and the Anglican Communion Office, dioceses should be encouraged to take initiatives in

sharing information, contact and exchange.

d. accordingly resolves: that each diocese of the Communion should, by the time of the next

Lambeth Conference, have made a serious effort to identify one or more dioceses as a

companion, in formal and informal ways.
Resolution III.8

The Virginia Report

This Conference

a. welcomes the 1997 Report of the Inter Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission

(The Virginia Report) as a helpful statement of the characteristics of our Communion;

b. recognises that the report, the fruit if ten years of careful work accomplished since the

12th Lambeth Conference, identifies and explores important questions about unity,

interdependence and mutual accountability in the Anglican Communion;

c. commends its discussion of our Trinitarian faith as the basis of our koinonia and

interdependence, while recommending the need for further work to be done with respect

to the report's discussion of reason in relation to the primacy of Holy Scripture;

d. affirms that the Churches of our Anglican Communion are joined in the communion of God

through Our Lord Jesus Christ by the gracious power of the Holy Spirit, celebrating the

fact that our communion together is maintained in the life and truth of Christ by the gift to

us of the Holy Scriptures, the Apostles and Nicene Creeds, the sacraments of Baptism

and Eucharist, and the historic episcopate, and commending the fundamental importance

of these to the consideration of our partners in ecumenical dialogue;

e. values the instruments of Anglican unity as they are described in the Virginia Report, the

Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference, the Anglican Consultative Council,

and the meeting of Primates;

f. values and discerns the Church to be held in koinonia by our liturgical tradition and

common patterns of worship, by prayer and the communion of the saints, the witness of

the heroes and heroines of our history, the sharing of the stories of our faith, and by our

interdependence through exchanges of friendship between our dioceses and by service to

others in the name of Christ;

g. calls upon member Churches and the ACC in the next decade to facilitate the sharing of

resources of theological education and training in ministry and to promote exchanges

amongst the theological colleges and seminaries of our Communion so as to minister to a

deepening unity of heart and mind;

h. requests the Primates to initiate and monitor a decade of study in each province on the

report, and in particular on "whether effective communion, at all levels, does not require

appropriate instruments, with due safeguards, not only for legislation, but also for
oversight" (para. 5.20) as well as on the issue of a universal ministry in the service if

Christian unity( cf. Agros Report, para. 162, and the Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul

II, Ut unum sint 96);

i. requests that this study should include consideration of the ecumenical implications

involved and that the Primates should make specific recommendations for the

development of instruments of communion not later than the 14th Lambeth Conference.
Resolution III.11

Religious Freedom

This Conference challenges Anglicans, as servants of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour -

a. to respect the rights and freedom of all faiths to worship and practise their ways of life;

b. to work with all people of good will to extend these freedoms of worship, religious practice

and conversion throughout the world;

c. to stand by those who are being persecuted for their faith by our prayers, protests and

practical support;

d. to enter into dialogue with members of other faiths, to increase our mutual respect and

explore the truths we hold in common and those on which we differ;

e. to witness to our faith in the reconciling and saving activity of God in our Lord Jesus Christ

working in us now through the power of the Holy Spirit; and

f. to equip ourselves for our witness, dialogue and service by becoming better versed in the

teaching and practice of our own faith, and of at least one other faith.
Resolution III.12

The Monitoring of Inter-Faith Relations

This Conference requests the Anglican Consultative Council to consider setting up a body in the

Anglican Communion to monitor Christian/Muslim and other faith relations throughout the world for

the purpose of, promoting, educating, and advising on inter-faith dialogue with Muslim and other

faiths and to arrange for adequate support and relief for Christians who are persecuted.
Resolution III.14

Inculturation of worship

This Conference, rejoicing in its own experience of multi-cultural worship, reaffirms Resolutions 22

and 47 of the 1988 Lambeth Conference encouraging the inculturation of worship and urges each

province to seek the best ways of inculturating its forms and practice of worship.
Section IV - Called to be one.

Resolution IV.1

Commitment to full, visible unity

This Conference:

a. reaffirms the Anglican commitment to the full, visible unity of the Church as the goal of the

Ecumenical Movement;

b. encourages the further explication of the characteristics which belong to the full, visible

unity of the Church (described variously as the goal, the marks, or the portrait of visible

unity); and

c. recognises that the process of moving towards full, visible unity may entail temporary

anomalies, and believes that some anomalies may be bearable when there is an agreed

goal of visible unity, but that there should always be an impetus towards their resolution

and, thus, towards the removal of the principal anomaly of disunity.
Resolution IV.2

The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral

This Conference:

a. reaffirms the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral (1888) as a basis on which Anglicans seek

the full, visible unity of the Church, and also recognises it as a statement of Anglican unity

and identity;

b. acknowledges that ecumenical dialogues and experience have led to a developing

understanding of each of the elements of the Quadrilateral, including the significance of

apostolicity, pastoral oversight (episcope), the office of bishop and the historic episcopate;

and

c. commends continuing reflection upon the Quadrilateral's contribution to the search for the

full, visible unity of the Church, and in particular the role within visible unity of a common

ministry of oversight exercised in personal, collegial and communal ways at every level.
Resolution IV.3

An Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations

This Conference:

a. (a) while noting that expense will be involved, endorses the proposal of the Ecumenical

Advisory Group, endorsed by the ACC-10 in Panama (Resolution 16), that the EAG be

replaced by an Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations; and

b. proposes that the tasks of this Commission should be:

i. to monitor and enable Anglican participation in multilateral and bilateral

dialogues, both regional and international;

ii. to monitor and encourage the process of response, decision and reception;

iii. to ensure theological consistency in dialogues and conversations by reviewing

regional and provincial proposals with ecumenical partners and, when an

agreement affects the life of the Communion as a whole, after consultation with
the ACC, to refer the matter to the Primates' Meeting, and only if that Meeting so

determines, to the Lambeth Conference, before the Province enters the new

relationship;

iv. to give particular attention to anomalies which arise in the context of ecumenical

proposals with a view to discerning those anomalies which may be bearable in

the light of progress towards an agreed goal of visible unity, and to suggest ways

for resolving them;

v. to consider, when appropriate, if and how an agreement made in one region or

Province can be adopted in other regions or Provinces;

vi. to address issues of terminology;

vii. to facilitate the circulation of documents and ecumenical resources throughout

the Communion, as far as possible in the languages of the Communion.
Resolution IV.4

Local ecumenism

This Conference:

a. welcomes the initiatives taken in many provinces and dioceses to work together at the

local level with Christians of other traditions; especially in the establishment of Cooperating

Parishes, Ecumenical Shared Ministries and Local Ecumenical Partnerships;

b. notes with interest the proposal for an Ecumenical Bishop in Wales and commends this

proposal to the first meeting of the proposed Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on

Ecumenical Relations for study;

c. commends joint ministerial and theological formation, wherever appropriate and possible,

including both pre-and post-ordination training;

d. encourages Christians to join together to witness to justice and peace and to moral, social

and environmental concerns entailed by life in Christ;

e. notes with interest the Covenant Agreement on Mutual Recognition of Ministers of the

Church Unity Commission in Southern Africa; and

f. welcomes the continuing work of the Church Unity Commission on the ministry of

episcope and requests that the result of the study be reported to the proposed Inter-

Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations.
Resolution IV.5

Ecclesiology and Ethics

This Conference:

a. recognising the centrality of ethical obedience and witness to life in Christ and hence to

the visible unity of the Church, welcomes the ecumenical work done since the last

Lambeth Conference on ecclesiology and ethics (Life in Christ [ARCIC, 1994], Church and

World (1990), Costly Unity (1993), Costly Obedience (1996), and Costly Commitment

(1995) [WCC]) and encourages the continuation of this work in the multilateral and

bilateral dialogue;

b. rejoices at the emerging consensus that racism, inequality between men and women,

global economic injustice and the degradation of the earth's ecology are incompatible with

the Christian faith; and
c. calls for continuing work to identify, study and come to a common mind concerning ethical

issues where contention threatens to divide the Anglican Communion and create new

division amongst the churches.
Resolution IV.6

Churches in Communion

This Conference:

a. recommends that the proposed Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical

Relations reflect upon the implications of being in communion with the See of Canterbury

with particular reference to the United Churches and Churches in Communion;

b. welcomes the fact that the International Bishops' Conference of the Union of Utrecht and

the ACC have agreed to the establishment of an Anglican-Old Catholic International Coordinating

Council;

c. recommends that consideration be given to ways of deepening our communion with the

Old Catholic Churches beyond the Bonn Agreement, including means of taking counsel

and making decisions together; the anomaly of overlapping jurisdictions; the implications

of wider ecumenical relationships, particularly with the Roman Catholic, Orthodox and

Lutheran Churches; and the importance of work together on issues of mission and

common witness;

d. welcomes the adoption by both churches of the Concordat between the Episcopal Church

in the Philippines and the Philippine Independent Church (1997), which establishes a

relationship of full communion;

e. welcomes the relationship of communion established in Northern Europe between six

Lutheran churches (Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Lithuania, Norway and Sweden) and four

Anglican churches (England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales) by the signing of the Porvoo

Declaration in 1996, and recognises the enrichment brought through the presence of

Finnish, Norwegian and Swedish bishops at this Conference as bishops in communion;

and
f. welcomes the decision by the Porvoo Church Leaders Meeting in 1998 that the Lusitanian

Catholic Apostolic Evangelical Church of Portugal and the Spanish Episcopal Reformed

Church should be regarded as being covered by the Preamble to the Porvoo Declaration

subject to their Synods' approval of the Declaration.
Resolution IV.7

World Council of Churches

This Conference:

a. greets the 8th Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Harare and congratulates

the Council as it celebrates its Fiftieth Anniversary in 1998;

b. expresses its gratitude to the WCC, which has enriched the Anglican Communion not

least through the work of the Faith and Order Commission;

c. commends the achievements and insights of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in

Solidarity with Women;

d. affirms the importance of the study Towards a Common Understanding and Vision of the

WCC as a first step in the renewal of the Council's life and work;

e. recommends that the Assembly mandate the incoming Central Committee to undertake

more focused work on:
i. the vision of unity the Council should seek to nurture, building on the Canberra

Statement adopted by the Seventh Assembly;

ii. renewed structures of the Council which would most effectively promote that

vision;

iii. a radical reassessment of the basis and categories of membership in the WCC

and what changes in the WCC would be required to make it possible for the

Roman Catholic Church to be a full member;

iv. the nature of the fellowship shared by members of the Council;

f. invites the Joint Working Group between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church to

consider what changes in the WCC would be required to make it possible for the Roman

Catholic Church to be a full member; and

g. requests that the Harare Assembly makes provision for a consideration of the concerns of

the Orthodox Churches, expressed at the meeting at Thessaloniki (May 1998).
Resolution IV.8

A Common Date for Easter

This Conference:

a. welcomes the work of the WCC on a common date for Easter, recognising that in the year

2001, according to calculations by both the Eastern and Western Churches, the date of

the Easter/Pascha observance will coincide; and

b. recommends:

i. that the following procedures for achieving a commonly recognised date for the

annual celebration of Easter, as the day of resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ,

should be agreed upon by all Christian Churches:

i. maintain the Nicene norms (that Easter fall on the Sunday following the

first vernal new moon);

ii. calculate the date of the vernal equinox from the data provided by the

most accurate scientific and astronomical methods;

iii. use as the basis of reckoning the meridian of Jerusalem, the place of

Christ's death and resurrection.

ii. that each province of the Anglican Communion be invited to endorse the above

resolutions and to report its endorsement to the Secretary of the Anglican

Consultative Council by the Feast of the Nativity, AD 2000 and that these

responses be reported to the WCC.
Resolution IV.11

'Continuing' Churches

This Conference:

a. believes that important questions are posed by the emergence of groups who call

themselves 'continuing Anglican Churches' which have separated from the Anglican

Communion in recent years; and

b. asks the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Primates' Meeting to consider how best to

initiate and maintain dialogue with such groups with a view to the reconciliation of all who

own the Anglican tradition.
Resolution IV.12

Implications of Ecumenical Agreements

This Conference:

a. encourages a fuller embodiment of the spirit and content of accepted agreed statements

in the life and teaching of the Provinces; and

b. urges that new Provincial liturgical texts and practices be consonant with accepted

ecumenical agreements reached in multilateral and bilateral dialogues, for example BEM

and ARCIC, and requests the Primates to consider appropriate ways for encouraging this

in consultation with the International Anglican Liturgical Consultation.
Resolution IV.13

Unity within Provinces of the Anglican Communion

This Conference:

a. notes with gratitude the ministry of support which the Archbishop of Canterbury has been

able to give in Sudan and Rwanda, and recognises that he is called upon to render

assistance from time to time in a variety of situations;

b. in view of the very grave difficulties encountered in the internal affairs of some Provinces

of the Communion, invites the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a Commission to

make recommendations to the Primates and the Anglican Consultative Council, as to the

exceptional circumstances and conditions under which, and the means by which, it would

be appropriate for him to exercise an extra-ordinary ministry of episcope (pastoral

oversight), support and reconciliation with regard to the internal affairs of a Province other

than his own for the sake of maintaining communion within the said Province and between

the said Province and the rest of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution IV.14

Assyrian Church of the East

This Conference:

encourages regional conversations between Anglicans and members of the Assyrian Church of

the East in areas where their communities coincide.
Resolution IV.15

The Baptist Churches

This Conference:

recommends as a priority the implementation of resolution 10(3) of Lambeth 1988, by developing,

in partnership with the Baptist World Alliance, co-ordinated regional and local discussions leading

to the establishment of a continuing forum between Anglicans and Baptists at the world level.
Resolution IV.16

The Lutheran Churches

This Conference:

a. welcomes the remarkable progress in Anglican-Lutheran relationships during the last

decade in many parts of the world;

b. commends for study the report of the Anglican-Lutheran International Commission, The

Diaconate as Ecumenical Opportunity (1996);

c. noting the approval by the Episcopal Church in the United States of America of the

Concordat of Agreement with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the narrow

vote against the Concordat by the ELCA, hopes that the draft revision of the Concordat,

currently being undertaken by the ELCA in consultation with representatives from ECUSA,

will provide a firm basis for the two churches to move to full communion;

d. commends the progress toward full communion between the Anglican Church of Canada

and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada as set forth in the Waterloo Declaration

(1997) for consideration by both churches in 2001;

e. encourages the continuation of close relations with the Lutheran Churches of Denmark

and Latvia, which participated fully in the Porvoo Conversations but have not so far

become signatories;

f. welcomes the development of dialogue in Australia, and of dialogue and collaboration in

the search for justice and human rights and the joint pastoral care of scattered Christian

communities in Africa;

g. affirms the growing fellowship between churches of the Anglican and Lutheran

Communions in other regions of the world, and encourages further steps toward

agreement in faith, eucharistic sharing and common mission on the way to the goal of full,

visible unity;
h. rejoices not only in the Porvoo Common Statement between the Anglican Churches of

Britain and Ireland and the Lutheran Churches of the Nordic and Baltic region, but also in

the Meissen Common Statement with the Evangelical Church in Germany, which includes

Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches, and looks forward to the proposed agreement

between the Anglican churches of Britain and Ireland and the French Lutheran and

Reformed churches; and
i. recommends consultation with the Lutheran World Federation about the continuation of

the work of the Anglican-Lutheran International Commission.
Resolution IV.17

The Methodist Churches

This Conference:

a. greets with appreciation the report of the Anglican-Methodist International Commission,

Sharing in the Apostolic Communion, and the unanimous adoption of paragraph 95 of this

report by the World Methodist Council meeting in Rio de Janeiro in August 1996;

b. invites member Churches of the Anglican Communion to study the report and, where

appropriate, to develop agreements of acknowledgement that

i. both churches belong to the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church of Jesus

Christ and participate in the apostolic mission of the whole people of God;

ii. in the churches of our two communions the Word of God is authentically

preached and the Sacraments duly administered;

iii. our churches share in the common confession and heritage of the apostolic faith;

and

c. recommends the establishment as soon as possible of a Joint Working Group with the

World Methodist Council to promote, encourage and monitor regional developments and

when appropriate to

i. consider ways of celebrating regional agreements of mutual acknowledgement;

ii. prepare, in full accordance with the principles set out in the report of the Anglican-

Methodist International Commission, guidelines for moving beyond

acknowledgement to the reconciliation of churches and, within that, the

reconciliation of ordained ministries and structures for common decision-making.
Resolution IV.18

The Moravian Church

This Conference:

a. welcomes the Fetter Lane Agreement between the Church of England and the Moravian

Church in Great Britain and Ireland;

b. welcomes the adoption of the Agreement by the Church of Ireland; and

c. commends the Common Statement for study in provinces of the Anglican Communion

which overlap with Moravian provinces, and invites those provinces to consider whether

the Common Statement offers a basis for similar agreements in their regions.
Resolution IV.19

The Oriental Orthodox Churches

This Conference:

a. reaffirms resolution 5(9) of Lambeth 1988 that the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox

International Forum should be upgraded to an International Theological Commission to

seek an agreement on Christology--in the light of the Christological agreements between

the Orthodox Churches and the Oriental Orthodox Churches, between the Roman

Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches, and between the Oriental Orthodox

Churches and the Reformed World Alliance--and to consider other theological and

ecclesial issues; and

b. encourages bilateral discussions with individual member Churches of the Oriental

Orthodox family on a regional basis.
Resolution IV.20

The Orthodox Churches

This Conference:

a. invites the bishops of the Anglican Communion to study and respond to the Interim

Agreed Statements of the International Commission of the Anglican-Orthodox Theological

Dialogue, June 1998, and to forward these responses to the Anglican co-chair of the

International Dialogue by 31 December 1999, namely The Trinity and the Church; Christ,

the Spirit and the Church; and Christ, Humanity and the Church;

b. notes that there is a continuing concern on the part of the Orthodox Churches in dialogue

with the Anglican Communion about the issue of the ordination of women to the

presbyterate and episcopate;

c. requests that the Dublin Agreed Statement 1984 be circulated to all provinces of the

Anglican Communion for study as requested by resolution 6.3 of Lambeth 1988 and that

responses be sent to the proposed Inter-Anglican Standing Commission for Ecumenical

Affairs for collation and for forwarding to the Primates' Meeting and the ACC; and

d. welcomes the emerging Christological agreement between the Orthodox and Oriental

Orthodox Churches and requests that the provinces study this potentially major

Christological agreement.
Resolution IV.21

Pentecostal Churches

This Conference:

in the light of Resolution 11 of Lambeth Conference 1988 and noting that the Roman Catholic

Church, the Baptist World Alliance and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches respectively

have been involved in bilateral conversations with some Pentecostal churches, invites the

proposed Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations to explore the possibility

of such conversations between the Anglican Communion and the Pentecostal churches, at an

appropriate level.
Resolution IV.22

The Reformed Churches

This Conference:

a. encourages, in the light of resolution 7 of the Lambeth Conference 1988, regional

initiatives and dialogues with the Reformed Churches on the basis of the convergence

recorded in God's Reign and Our Unity (1984), the report of the Anglican-Reformed

International Commission; and

b. looks forward to the completion of the studies commissioned by the Joint Working Group

of the Anglican Communion and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, particularly a

study of the exercise of personal episcopacy in the Reformed tradition and case studies of

local Anglican-Reformed sharing in mission, justice issues and congregational life.
Resolution IV.23

The Roman Catholic Church

This Conference:

a. continues to be grateful for the achievements of the Anglican Roman Catholic

International Commission and, recognising that there are a number of outstanding issues

which still need to be addressed, strongly encourages its continuation;

b. welcomes the proposal for a high-level consultation to review Anglican-Roman Catholic

relationships in the light of the agreements reached and the 'real though imperfect

communion' already existing between the churches of the Anglican Communion and the

Roman Catholic Church. The Conference requests that the consultation should include

different local situations, including the movement of clergy from one Church to another;

the experience of Christian solidarity under persecution [e.g., in the Sudan]; discussions of

the implications of having agreed statements on Eucharistic Doctrine and Ministry and

Ordination, and the status of Apostolicae curae in the new context brought about by the

work of ARCIC;

c. recognises the special status of those Agreements which have been affirmed by the

Lambeth Conference 1988 as 'consonant in substance with the faith of Anglicans'

(Eucharistic Doctrine, Ministry and Ordination, and their Elucidations) and urges the

provinces to receive them into their life;

d. encourages the referral of Salvation and the Church (1987), Church as Communion

(1991), Life in Christ (1994), and the anticipated completion of ARCIC's work on authority

in the Church to the provinces for study and response back to the proposed Inter-Anglican

Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations and (through the Primates' Meeting and

the Anglican Consultative Council) to the next Lambeth Conference; and
e. welcomes warmly the invitation of Pope John Paul II in his Encyclical Letter Ut unum sint

(1995) to consider the ministry of unity of the Bishop of Rome in the service of the unity of

the Universal Church, strongly encourages the provinces to respond and asks the

proposed Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Ecumenical Relations to collate the

provincial responses.
Resolution IV.24

WCC Faith and Order Commission

This Conference:

a. welcomes the Canberra Statement: The Unity of the Church as Koinonia: Gift and Calling

(WCC 1991) and commends it to the Provinces as an important statement on the unity of

the Church;

b. expresses gratitude for the insights of the 5th World Conference on Faith and Order in

Santiago de Compostela (1993) on the theme Towards Koinonia in Faith, Life and

Witness;

c. looks forward to the publication of the convergence text on The Nature and Purpose of the

Church: A Step on the Way to a Common Statement and the study A Treasure in Earthen

Vessels--An Instrument for an Ecumenical Reflection on Hermeneutics; and

d. supports the widespread use of the study guide Towards a Sharing of the One Faith.
Resolution IV.25

New Churches and Independent Church Groups

This Conference:

a. encourages the development of relationships between members of Anglican Churches

and members of New Churches and Independent Christian Groups bilaterally,

multilaterally, locally and informally, where this is appropriate and possible; and

b. asks the Primates to investigate ways and means of monitoring the development of New

Churches and Independent Christian Groups, studying their characteristics, and offering

advice to provinces and dioceses about initiating and developing relationships with them.
Resolution V.5

On Northern Ireland

This Conference:

a. welcomes the recent peace process in Northern Ireland, culminating in the Good Friday

Agreement, overwhelmingly endorsed by both North and South, and the election of the

new Assembly;

b. supports the Church of Ireland and the other Christian Churches in any efforts to build

bridges between the communities, and to pursue their Christian duty as peacemakers;

c. seeks to encourage the Churches in re-assessing any attitudes or alliances which may be

perceived as sectarian, so that the body of Christ may be free from any divisiveness or

bitterness as it seeks to live out the Good News of peace in Ireland.
Resolution V.6

Anglican Provincial Structure for Continental Europe

This Conference, noting with appreciation the progress made so far by the parallel Anglican

jurisdictions in Continental Europe working both with each other and with churches in communion

in the area, resolves to encourage;

a. continued exploration towards appropriate provincial structures for Anglican Continental

Europe in partnership with other Churches in the service of the common mission of the

Church; and

b. the Church of England and the Episcopal Church of the United States of America to

consider the provision of appropriate funding for such a province.
Resolution V.7

Formation of an Iberian Forum

In order to facilitate a greater participation of the Iberian - Afro - Latin Region in the affairs of the

Anglican Communion, this Conference resolves to request the Joint Standing Committee of the

ACC and Primates to consider:

a. the immediate formation of an Iberian - Afro - Latin American Consultative Forum that will

meet periodically;

b. the appointment by the Archbishop of Canterbury, with the advice of the Primates of the

region, of a permanent advisor, as adjunct to the ACC Secretary-General, for the Iberian -

Afro - Latin American world.
Resolution V.16

An Appeal to the Churches and Governments of South Asia

This Conference, noting the complex situation that exists in South Asia, which has been

highlighted by recent events and is based upon ethnic and religious complexities, which have

become great impediments to the harmony and development of its people, and also noting that

such a milieu continues to be blatantly exploited by different political parties and fundamentalist

religious groups for their own ends, and that such a scenario causes havoc amongst communities,

especially the poor and the marginalised,

calls upon the churches of this region to live and preach the Gospel, to promote the right of God's

creation and to collaborate with other faith communities in acknowledging the sovereignty of God

and in sharing their common values and resources for harmony and justice, and further calls upon

the governments of this region to seek after serving its people, especially by providing universal
education and proper health care in an atmosphere of security and stability and urges them to

refrain from excessive militarisation and abuse of authority.
Resolution V.17

Religions/World Faiths Desk

This Conference:

a. noting that the major religions were born in Asia and recognising the complexities and

challenges of religion, the role that religions have played in the lives of people and

civilizations throughout human history and foreseeing, as we enter the third Christian

millennium, that religious pluralism will bring many new challenges and dilemmas;

b. recognizes that in this milieu faith should be the source of reconciliation and hope; and

c. urges our Anglican Communion to give high priority to this challenge and invites the ACC

to consider setting up a Religions/World Faiths desk at the earliest opportunity.
Resolution V.19

On Pakistan

This Conference notes with deep concern the following resolution of the Church of Pakistan,

namely:

"The Church of Pakistan wishes to place before the Lambeth Conference their concern about the

deterioration of Christian/Muslim relations ever since the introduction of the Blasphemy Law into

the Pakistan Penal Code under Section 295 B and C.

While we affirm

a. our love for Pakistan as our homeland and our good wish for its safety and dignified

position among the community of nations;

b. our continued participation in the building of the nation which has been the hallmark of

individual Christians and our institutions;

c. our appreciation for Islamic moral values and the commonalities between the two faiths

enabling us to live together; We are deeply concerned with the increasing intolerance and

call upon the Conference to condemn:

i. the rise of intolerance towards minorities, especially Christians;

ii. the legal and judicial processes which marginalise minorities and isolate them

from the national mainstream, such as the separate electorates."

and therefore at the Church's request -

c. calls for

i. the repeal of the Blasphemy Law (PPC 295 B and C) which is the source

of victimization of the minorities in Pakistan;

ii. the release of all prisoners unjustly accused under the Blasphemy Law,

such as Ayub Misih; and

iii. the restoration of the rights of minorities as given in the 1973

Constitution;

d. requests the Anglican Consultative Council to use its good offices to promote and

develop harmony between the two major communities in Pakistan.
Resolution V.21

Iran

This Conference:

a. recording with gratitude the welcome received by the President Bishop of the Episcopal

Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East on his recent visit to Iran and the courtesy

accorded to him by the country's authorities,

b. re-affirms the following resolution of Lambeth 1988, namely:

"This conference, recognizing the positive development of recent events

in Iran, and in the light of a declared policy of religious tolerance in that

land, respectfully requests the Islamic Republic of Iran to facilitate a

positive response to the many requests, sent on behalf of the Diocese of

Iran, the Primates of the Anglican Communion, and the President Bishop

of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, concerning

all the claims of the Church in Iran;"

c. eagerly awaits the government of Iran's positive response to that resolution; and

d. respectfully requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to pursue these concerns.
Resolution V.36

On Relations with People of Other Faiths

This Conference:

a. having heard about situations in different parts of the world where relations between

people of different faiths vary from co-operation to conflict, believes that the approach of

Christians to people of other faiths needs to be marked by:

i. commitment to working towards genuinely open and loving human relationships,

even in situations where co-existence seems impossible;

ii. co-operation in addressing human concerns and working for justice, peace and

reconciliation for the whole human community;

iii. frank and honest exploration of both the common ground and the differences

between the faiths;

iv. prayerful and urgent action with all involved in tension and conflict, to understand

their situation, so that everything possible may be done to tackle the causes of

conflict;

v. a desire both to listen to people of all faiths and to express our own deepest

Christian beliefs, leaving the final outcome of our life and witness in the hands of

God.

vi. sharing and witnessing to all we know of the good news of Christ as our debt of

love to all people whatever their religious affiliation.

b. recognises that by virtue of their engagement with people of other faiths in situations all

over the world, Anglican Christians are in a special position to explore and develop

genuinely Christian responses to these faiths;
c. also recognises that the Network for Inter-Faith Concerns (NIFCON) has been established

by the ACC at the request of the last Lambeth Conference as a way for sharing news,

information, ideas and resources relating to these concerns between provinces of the

Anglican Communion;

d. recommends:

i. that NIFCON be charged to monitor Muslim-Christian relations and report

regularly to the Primates Meeting and the ACC;

ii. that the ACC consider how to resource NIFCON adequately both in personnel

and finance;

iii. that all the other official Anglican networks should be encouraged to recognise

the inter-faith dimensions to their work.
