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Resolution 4

a. That, inasmuch as our Lord's words expressly forbid divorce, except in the case of

fornication or adultery, the Christian Church cannot recognise divorce in any other than

the excepted case, or give any sanction to the marriage of any person who has been

divorced contrary to this law, during the life of the other party.

b. That under no circumstances ought the guilty party, in the case of a divorce for fornication

or adultery, to be regarded, during the lifetime of the innocent party, as a fit recipient of the

blessing of the Church on marriage.

c. That, recognising the fact that there always has been a difference of opinion in the Church

on the question whether our Lord meant to forbid marriage to the innocent party in a

divorce for adultery, the Conference recommends that the clergy should not be instructed

to refuse the sacraments or other privileges of the Church to those who, under civil

sanction, are thus married.
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Resolution 38

The influence of all good women in all ranks of life should be specially applied to the remedying of

the terrible evils which have grown up from the creation of facilities for divorce.
Resolution 39

This Conference reaffirms the Resolution of the Conference of 1888 as follows:

(a) That, inasmuch as our Lord's words expressly forbid divorce, except in the case of fornication

or adultery, the Christian Church cannot recognise divorce in any other than the excepted case, or

give any sanction to the marriage of any person who has been divorced contrary to this law, during

the life of the other party.

(b) That under no circumstances ought the guilty party, in the case of a divorce for fornication or

adultery, to be regarded, during the lifetime of the innocent party, as a fit recipient of the blessing

of the Church on marriage.

(c) That, recognising the fact that there always has been a difference of opinion in the Church on

the question whether our Lord meant to forbid marriage to the innocent party in a divorce for

adultery, the Conference recommends that the clergy should not be instructed to refuse the

sacraments or other privileges of the Church to those who, under civil sanction, are thus married.
Resolution 40

When an innocent person has, by means of a court of law, divorced a spouse for adultery, and

desires to enter into another contract of marriage, it is undesirable that such a contract should

receive the blessing of the Church.

Voting: for 87; against 84.
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Resolution 11

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

The Conference believes that it is with this ideal in view that the Church must deal with questions

of divorce and with whatever threatens the security of women and the stability of the home. Mindful

of our Lord's words, "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder," it

reaffirms "as our Lord's principle and standard of marriage a life-long and indissoluble union, for

better or worse, of one man with one woman, to the exclusion of all others on either side, and calls

on all Christian people to maintain and bear witness to this standard."* In cases of divorce:

1. The Conference, while passing no judgement on the practice of regional or national

Churches within our Communion, recommends that the marriage of one, whose former

partner is still living, should not be celebrated according to the rites of the Church.

2. Where an innocent person has remarried under civil sanction and desires to receive the

Holy Communion, it recommends that the case should be referred for consideration to the

bishop, subject to provincial regulations.

3. Finally, it would call attention to the Church's unceasing responsibility for the spiritual

welfare of all her members who have come short of her standard in this as in any other

respect, and to the fact that the Church's aim, individually and socially, is reconciliation to

God and redemption from sin. It therefore urges all bishops and clergy to keep this aim

before them.
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Resolution 97

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

Inasmuch as easy divorce in Great Britain, the United States, and elsewhere, has gravely

weakened the idea of the life-long nature of marriage, and has also brought untold suffering to

children, this Conference urges that there is a strong case for the reconsideration by certain states

of their divorce laws.
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Resolution 116

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference calls upon all Church people to have in mind that, since our Lord's ministry gave a

new depth and significance to forgiveness, his Church and the families within it must be a forgiving

society, and that there are no wrongs done by its members, one to another, that are unforgivable,

or in which a costly forgiveness may not lead to repentance and, through repentance, to

reconciliation and a new beginning in living together.

The Conference believes that many tensions in marriage and family life are allowed to reach a

breaking point because self-righteousness or a sense of injury takes priority of [sic] forgiveness,

and that marital relations also break down because those involved do not in time take counsel with

a wise adviser. It affirms that no husband or wife has the right to contemplate even legal

separation until every opportunity of reconciliation and forgiveness has been exhausted.
Resolution 118

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference recognises that divorce is granted by the secular authority in many lands on

grounds which the Church cannot acknowledge, and recognises also that in certain cases where a

decree of divorce has been sought and may even have been granted, there may in fact have been

no marital bond in the eyes of the Church. It therefore commends for further consideration by the

Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion a procedure for defining marital status, such

as already exists in some of its provinces.
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