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Resolution 7

That this Conference receives the Report drawn up by the Committee on the subject of Socialism,

and submits it to the consideration of the Churches of the Anglican Communion.
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Resolution 36

Poverty and Debt

This Conference:

1. Calls attention to the life-and-death urgency of the problems of world poverty.

2. Salutes the courage and solidarity of poor people who, at great personal cost, are struggling to

achieve their own liberation from poverty and oppression.

3. Calls for an international, co-operating settlement, negotiated by both industrial and developing

countries, that will establish policies to reduce interest charges and the level of indebtedness,
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Resolutions - 1988

based on shared responsibility for the world debt and in accordance with Christian and

humanitarian principles of economic justice and social and ecological interdependence.

4. Calls on national governments, transnational corporations, the International Monetary Fund and

the World Bank together, to re-examine all principles governing trade relationships, the transfer of

technology and resources and all loan and aid policies in order to improve the economic viability

and local autonomy of developing countries.

5. Requests these bodies to consider these and other creative ways of involving the global

economy over time by:

(a)(i) correcting demand imbalances; (ii) reducing protectionism; (iii) stabilising exchange rates; (iv)

increasing resource transfers; (b) offering relief from debt incurred with commercial banks in ways

that will not leave debtor economies vulnerable to foreign manipulation, by (i) lending directly to

developing countries at reduced and subsidised interest rates; (ii) improved rescheduling of

existing debt repayments; (iii) debt conversion arrangements; (iv) establishing a multilateral body

to co-ordinate debt relief; (c) offering relief from official debts incurred with the World Bank and the

International Monetary Fund through (i) improved rescheduling of existing debt repayment; (ii)

lending on conditions oriented to development objectives; (iii) refraining from making demands on

debtor countries which would endanger the fabric of their national life or cause further dislocation

to their essential human services.
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Resolution I.5

Uprooted and Displaced Persons

This Conference commits its members to:

(a) promote within the Anglican Communion and beyond a greater awareness of the plight of

uprooted and forcibly displaced persons, including indigenous peoples, and the causes of such

disruption, including Third World Debt, religious conflict, economic deprivation, political oppression

and environmental degradation;

(b) recognise the plight of our brothers and sisters who are victims of forcible displacement, and

encourage prayer, worship, and study experiences which express the solidarity of the Anglican

Communion with uprooted and forcibly displaced persons, commending the exceptional courage

and leadership exercised on behalf of these victims by certain members of the Anglican

Communion;

(c) encourage effective advocacy on behalf of uprooted and forcibly displaced persons within the

Anglican Communion as well as within its individual provinces;

(d) promote greater co-operation within the Anglican Communion on behalf of uprooted and

displaced persons by designating contact persons in every province whose responsibility would be

to develop and guide this work, and by increasing the commitment of personal and material

resources for this work*; and

(e) encourage the revitalisation of the Anglican Communion International Migrant and Refugee

Network to assist the Anglican Communion in this work.

* All primates were requested to do this as expressed in Anglican Consultative Council 6,1984.

See Proceedings of ACC-6, Appendix 3, page 26, 1984.
Resolution I.15

International Debt and Economic Justice

Recognising the importance and urgency of issues of international debt and economic justice, this

Conference adopts the following statement:

(a) We see the issues of international debt and economic justice in the light of our belief in

creation: God has created a world in which we are bound together in a common humanity in which

each person has equal dignity and value. God has generously given to the nations immense

resources which are to be held in trust and used for the wellbeing of all and also offered us in

Christ Jesus liberation from all that which destroys healthy human life - a pattern of giving which

God desires all to follow. The healthy pattern for relationships is of mutual giving and receiving of

God's gifts. Borrowing has its place only in as much as it releases growth for human well being.

When we ignore this pattern, money becomes a force that destroys human community and God's

creation. The vast expansion in the power and quantity of money in recent decades, the huge

increase in borrowing among rich and poor alike, the damaging material and spiritual

consequences to many, bear testimony to this destructive force.

(b) Mindful of the work done by the political leaders, finance ministers, church leaders and people

of creditor nations, we welcome the framework provided by the historic Heavily Indebted Poor

Country Initiative (HIPC) of 1996. We particularly welcome the approach of bringing all creditors

together to agree upon debt relief, and the emphasis on debtor participation. We welcome

unilateral initiatives taken by governments to write off loans owed to Overseas Development

Departments; and initiatives by governments and international financial institutions to strengthen

the capacity of debtor nations to manage debt portfolios, and to co-operate together. We welcome

the commitment by leaders of the eight most powerful economies (the G8) in Birmingham May

1998; to consider withholding future taxpayer-subsidised loans intended for arms sales and other

unproductive purposes .

(c) While recognising these achievements, we wish to assert that these measures do not as yet

provide sufficient release for the hundreds of millions of people whose governments are diverting

scarce resources away from health, education, sanitation and clean water.

(d) We have heard and understood the point of view that poverty reduction is more important than

debt cancellation. Nevertheless we conclude that substantial debt relief, including cancellation of

unpayable debts of the poorest nations under an independent, fair and transparent process, is a

necessary, while not sufficient precondition for freeing these nations, and their people, from the

hopeless downward spiral of poverty. Because indebted nations lose their autonomy to

international creditors, debt cancellation is also a necessary step if these governments are to be

given the dignity, autonomy and independence essential to the growth and development of

democracy. We believe it vital that all of God's people should participate, on the basis of equal

dignity, in the fruits of our interdependent world.

(e) The need for debt relief for the poorest nations is urgent. Children are dying, and societies are

unravelling under the burden of debt. We call for negotiations to be speeded up so that the poorest

nations may benefit from such cancellation by the birth of the new millennium. The imagination of

many, rich and poor alike, has already been gripped by the stark simplicity of this call. This

response can be harnessed for the cause of development.
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(f) We call on the political, corporate and church leaders and people of creditor nations:

to accept equal dignity for debtor nations in negotiations over loan agreements and debt relief;

to ensure that the legislatures of lending nations are given the power to scrutinise taxpayersubsidised

loans; and to devise methods of regular legislative scrutiny that hold to account

government-financed creditors, including the multilateral financial institutions, for lending decisions;

to introduce into the design of international financial systems mechanisms that will impose

discipline on lenders, introduce accountability for bad lending, and challenge corruption effectively,

thus preventing future recurrence of debt crises;

to introduce measures that will enable debtor nations to trade fairly with creditor nations. Fair trade

will allow debtor nations to develop their domestic economies. This in turn will allow them to pay

those debts which remain and to take their rightful place in the community of nations;

to ensure that each of the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)

nations honour their commitment to set aside 0.7% of their GNP for international development.

(g) We call on political leaders, finance ministers, corporate executives traditional rulers, religious

leaders and the people of debtor nation:

to accept independent, fair and transparent procedures for agreeing debt relief;

to adopt much greater transparency and accountability in the process of accepting and agreeing

new loans, particularly as the burden of repayment of these loans will fall largely on the poorest;

ensuring proper scrutiny by legislative bodies of each loan contract signed by government

ministers;

to adopt measures for disciplining elected and paid government officials who corruptly divert public

funds and also to provide for sanctions against private sector persons and bodies who act

corruptly;

to adopt measures for ensuring that additional resources generated from debt relief are allocated

to projects that genuinely benefit the poorest sections of society.

(h) We call on political leaders and finance ministers in both creditor and debtor nations to develop,

in a spirit of partnership, a new, independent, open and transparent forum for the negotiation and

agreement of debt relief for highly indebted nations. In particular, we call on them to co-operate

with the United Nations in the establishment of a Mediation Council whose purpose would be:

to respond to appeals from debtor nations unable to service their debts, except at great human

cost;

to identify those debts that are odious, and therefore not to be considered as debts.

to assess, independently and fairly, the assets and liabilities of indebted nations;

to determine that debt repayments are set at levels which prioritise basic human development

needs over the demands of creditors;

to hold to account those in authority in borrowing countries for the way in which loans have been

spent;

to hold to account those in authority in lending nations for the nature of their lending decisions;

to demand repayment of public funds corruptly diverted to private accounts;

to consult widely over local development needs and the country's capacity to pay; and

to ensure, through public monitoring and evaluation, that any additional resources made available

from debt relief are allocated to projects that genuinely benefit the poor.

(i) We commit ourselves to supporting the objectives outlined above, in the countries in which we

live, whether they are debtor nations or creditor nations. We will seek also to highlight the moral

and theological implications. Mindful of the wisdom held within other faith traditions we shall work

with them, as we are able, to examine the issues of credit and debit and the nature of the

economy.

(j) Furthermore we call upon members of the Communion to co-operate with other people of faith

in programmes of education and advocacy within our dioceses, so that we may help to raise public

awareness of these vital economic issues that impact so deeply on the daily lives of the poor.
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(k) Finally, we call on all Primates to challenge their dioceses to fund international development

programmes, recognised by provinces, at a level of at least 0.7% of annual total diocesan income.
Resolution IV.5

Ecclesiology and Ethics

This Conference:

a. recognising the centrality of ethical obedience and witness to life in Christ and hence to

the visible unity of the Church, welcomes the ecumenical work done since the last

Lambeth Conference on ecclesiology and ethics (Life in Christ [ARCIC, 1994], Church and

World (1990), Costly Unity (1993), Costly Obedience (1996), and Costly Commitment

(1995) [WCC]) and encourages the continuation of this work in the multilateral and

bilateral dialogue;

b. rejoices at the emerging consensus that racism, inequality between men and women,

global economic injustice and the degradation of the earth's ecology are incompatible with

the Christian faith; and
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c. calls for continuing work to identify, study and come to a common mind concerning ethical

issues where contention threatens to divide the Anglican Communion and create new

division amongst the churches.
Resolution V.2

On International Debt Cancellation and the Alleviation of Poverty

This Conference:

a. noting that the beginning of a New Millennium affords the Church of Christ a timely

opportunity to propose concrete, Christ-centred means by which to combat poverty,

disease, unemployment and other forms of human suffering especially in the developing

world, and that cancellation of the unpayable International Debt by poor countries is one

such means;

b. aware that many countries in the developing world suffer under the weight of unpayable

external debt, unable to provide essential services;

c. believing in the principles championed by the Jubilee 2000 Coalition;

d. convinced that developed lender countries, institutions and individuals have the capacity

and means to cancel this crippling, unpayable debt, given the necessary concern and

goodwill;

e. therefore calls upon all concerned to join hands with our Anglican Communion in exploring

together the possible cancellation of debt, as well as other ways and means of enabling

the poor at grassroots level to escape the poverty cycle, for example by sponsoring

projects which will equip and empower the poor to provide for their families; and

f. noting that revolving micro-credit projects - such as those managed by Opportunity

International, Grameen Bank, and ECLOF and others - equip the poor with the credit

needed to start small businesses and create jobs with dignity, commends the efforts of

these various development agencies. It further welcomes new initiatives such as the Five

Talents Project, a micro-credit development initiative designed to combat world poverty,

and commends it for its implementation.
Resolution V.14

On Social Justice issues in the Oceania region

This Conference, noting that in the Churches of Oceania (Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia,

Australia, Melanesia and Papua New Guinea) there continues to be much concern about a variety

of social justice issues affecting island nations, indigenous peoples and rural communities:

a. reaffirms the recommendations of the 1988 Lambeth Conference Resolution 35

(Concerns of South Pacific Islands) on the right of indigenous peoples to self

determination, that they "be in control of their own affairs and especially of the use of the

vital resources of their lands and seas", the development of a truly nuclear- free Pacific,

the cessation of unjust exploitation of the region's natural resources and the need for

international advocacy on these issues;

- 40 -

Section V – Regional Resolutions

b. affirms its support for the recognition of indigenous land title;

c. expresses its concern that where existing indigenous land title is under threat whether

through domestic legislation, globalisation, structural adjustment programmes and debt

rescheduling, resulting in increased foreign ownership and control of indigenous land and

resources;

d. recognises the effect of unpayable international debt on island nations and calls for

immediate relief as outlined by the Jubilee 2000 campaign;

e. encourages the nations of Oceania to address corruption in government and business and

to participate in the establishment of an international code of practice for financial

management;

f. supports the actions of churches, governments and other organisations to challenge those

aspects of globalisation which are having a negative impact upon agriculture, forestry and

fishing throughout Oceania;

g.

i. stands in solidarity with Pacific island nations facing disaster because of global

warming and rising sea levels;

ii. encourages a broad range of research, education and action on global warming

and its effects;

iii. requests churches to urge their governments to fund this research, education and

action;

h. requests churches in Australia, Aotearoa/New Zealand, East Asia and other countries

engaged in trade and economic activities in Oceania,

i. to become more aware of these activities by their governments and multi-national

corporations in the region;

ii. where these activities are unjust and exploitative, to become strong advocates of

social justice to eliminate this exploitation.
Resolution V.25

Economic Difficulties in Asia

This Conference:

a. supports the actions and initiatives of the churches in the East Asia region for the

realization of economic justice through the restructuring of the economic system, including

debt cancellation for the poorest countries; and

b. expresses its concern to see that the economic difficulties in the countries in East Asia are

resolved.
