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Resolution 55

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy

We reaffirm our conviction that the revelation of God in Christ Jesus is the supreme and sufficient

message given to all mankind, whereby we may attain to eternal life. We recognise that modern

movements of thought connected with spiritualism, Christian Science, and theosophy join with the

Christian Church in protesting against a materialistic view of the universe and at some points

emphasise partially neglected aspects of truth. At the same time, we feel bound to call attention to

the fact that both in the underlying philosophy and in cults and practices which have arisen out of

these movements, the teaching given or implied either ignores or explains away or contradicts the

unique and central fact of human history, namely, the incarnation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus

Christ.
Resolution 56

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy

We recognise that new phenomena of consciousness have been presented to us, which claim,

and at the hands of competent psychologists have received, cared investigation, and, as far as

possible, the application of scientific method. But such scientific researches have confessedly not

reached an advanced stage, and we are supported by the best psychologists in warning our

people against accepting as final theories which further knowledge may disprove, and still more

against the indiscriminate and undisciplined exercise of psychic powers, and the habit of recourse

to seances, "seers", and mediums.
Resolution 57

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Spiritualism

The Conference, while prepared to expect and welcome new light from psychical research upon

the powers and processes of the spirit of man, urges strongly that a larger place should be given in

the teaching of the Church to the explanation of the true grounds of Christian belief in eternal life,

and in immortality, and of the true content of belief in the communion of saints as involving real

fellowship with the departed through the love of God in Jesus Christ.
Resolution 58

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Spiritualism

The Conference, while recognising that the results of investigation have encouraged many people

to find a spiritual meaning and purpose in human life and led them to believe in survival after

death, sees grave dangers in the tendency to make a religion of spiritualism. The practice of

spiritualism as a cult involves the subordination of the intelligence and the will to unknown forces

or personalities and, to that extent, an abdication of the self-control to which God has called us. It

tends to divert attention from the approach to God through the one Mediator, Jesus Christ, under

the guidance of the Holy Spirit; to ignore the discipline of faith as the path of spiritual training; and

to depreciate the divinely ordained channels of grace and truth revealed and given through Jesus

Christ our Lord.
Resolution 59

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Christian Science

The Conference finds that while Christian Science fixes attention on the supremacy of the spirit,

yet in the teaching given there is a direct tendency (a) to pantheistic doctrine, and at the same time

(b) to a false antithesis between spirit and matter, and (c) to the denial of the reality of sin, and (d)

to the denial of the reality of disease and suffering. Such teaching, therefore, cannot be reconciled

with the fundamental truths of the Christian faith and the teaching of Scripture on atonement,

penitence, forgiveness, and fellowship in the sufferings of Christ.
Resolution 60

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Christian Science

The Conference reminds the Church that intimate communion with God has been the privilege and

joy of the saints in every age. This communion, realised in union with Christ through the Holy

Spirit, influences the whole personality of man, physical and spiritual, enabling him to share his

Lord's triumph over sin, disease and death.
Resolution 61

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Christian Science

We therefore urge upon the clergy of the Anglican Communion the duty of a more thorough study

of the many-sided enterprise of prayer in order that they may become more efficient teachers and

trainers of their people in this work, so that through the daily practice of prayer and meditation the

corporate faith of the Church may be renewed, and the fruit of the Spirit may be more manifest in

the daily lives of professing Christians, and the power of Christ to heal may be released.
Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Theosophy

The Conference, while recognising that the three publicly stated objectives of the Theosophical

Society* do not in themselves appear to be inconsistent with loyal membership of the Church,
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desires to express its conviction that there are cardinal elements in the positive teaching current in

theosophical circles and literature which are irreconcilable with the Christian faith as to the person

and mission of Christ and with the missionary claim and duty of the Christian religion as the

message of God to all mankind. The Conference warns Christian people, who may be induced to

make a study of theosophy by the seemingly Christian elements contained in it, to be on their

guard against the ultimate bearing of theosophical teaching, and urges them to examine strictly the

character and credentials of the teachers upon whose authority they are encouraged or compelled

to rely.

*Quoted in the Report of the Committee as

:(i) "to form a nucleus of the Universal Brotherhood of Humanity without distinction of race, creed,

sex, caste or colour",

(ii) "to encourage the study of comparative religion, philosophy and science",

(iii) "to investigate the unexplained laws of nature and the powers latent in man."
Resolution 65

Spiritualism, Christian Science, Theosophy - Theosophy

The Conference, believing that the attraction of theosophy for some Christian people lies largely in

its presentation of Christian faith as a quest for knowledge, recommends that in the current

teaching of the Church due regard should be given to the mystical elements of faith and life which

underlie the historic belief of Christendom, and on the other hand urges all thinking people to

safeguard their Christian position by a fuller study of the Bible, Creed, and sacraments in the light

of sound Christian scholarship and philosophy.
Resolutions Archive from 1930

1930.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1948

1948.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1958

1958.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1968

1968.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1978

1978.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1988

1988.pdf

Resolutions Archive from 1998

1998.pdf

