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Resolution 7

That we who are here present do acquiesce in the Resolution of the Convocation of Canterbury,

passed on 29 June 1866, relating to the Diocese of Natal, to wit:

If it be decided that a new bishop should be consecrated: As to the proper steps to be taken by the

members of the Church in the Province of Natal for obtaining a new bishop, it is the opinion of this

House:

• first, that a formal instrument, declaratory of the doctrine and discipline of the Church of

South Africa should be prepared, which every bishop, priest and deacon to be appointed

to office should be required to subscribe;

• secondly, that a godly and well-learned man should be chosen by the clergy, with the

assent of the lay communicants of the Church;

• and thirdly, that he should be presented for consecration, either to the Archbishop of

Canterbury - if the aforesaid instrument should declare the doctrine and discipline of

Christ as received by the United Church of England and Ireland - or to the bishops of the

Church of South Africa, according as hereafter may be judged to be most advisable and

convenient.
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Resolution 11

That, in the opinion of this Conference, the following articles supply a basis on which approach

may be by God's blessing made towards home reunion:

a. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as "containing all things necessary

to salvation," and as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.

b. The Apostles' Creed, as the baptismal symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the sufficient

statement of the Christian faith.

c. The two sacraments ordained by Christ himself - Baptism and the Supper of the Lord -

ministered with unfailing use of Christ's words of institution, and of the elements ordained

by him.

d. The historic episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the varying

needs of the nations and peoples called of God into the unity of his Church.
Resolution 12

That this Conference earnestly requests the constituted authorities of the various branches of our

Communion, acting, so far as may be, in concert with one another, to make it known that they hold

themselves in readiness to enter into brotherly conference (such as that which has already been

proposed by the Church in the United States of America) with the representatives of other

Christian communions in the English-speaking races, in order to consider what steps can be taken,

either towards corporate reunion, or towards such relations as may prepare the way for fuller

organic unity hereafter.
Resolution 13

That this Conference recommends as of great importance, in tending to bring about reunion, the

dissemination of information respecting the standards of doctrine and formularies in use in the

Anglican Church; and recommends that information be disseminated, on the other hand,

respecting authoritative standards of doctrine, worship, and government adopted by the other

bodies of Christians into which the English-speaking races are divided.
Resolution 19

That, as regards newly constituted Churches, especially in non-Christian lands, it should be a

condition of the recognition of them as in complete intercommunion with us, and especially of their

receiving from us episcopal succession, that we should first receive from them satisfactory

evidence that they hold substantially the same doctrine as our own, and that their clergy subscribe

articles in accordance with the express statements of our own standards of doctrine and worship;

but that they should not necessarily be bound to accept in their entirety the Thirty-Nine Articles of

Religion.
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Resolution 15

That the tendency of many English-speaking Christians to entertain an exaggerated opinion of the

excellences of Hinduism and Buddhism, and to ignore the fact that Jesus Christ alone has been

constituted Saviour and King of mankind, should be vigorously corrected.
Resolution 30

That we recognise thankfully the movement for the formation of an autonomous Church in Mexico,

organised upon the primitive lines of administration, and having a liturgy and Book of Offices

approved by the Presiding Bishop of the Church in the United States and his Advisory Committee

as being framed after the primitive forms of worship.
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Resolution 2

The Conference, in view of tendencies widely shown in the writings of the present day, hereby

places on record its conviction that the historical facts stated in the Creeds are an essential part of

the faith of the Church.
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Resolution 43

The Ministry - The Thirty-Nine Articles

The Conference accepts the main conclusion of the Report of the Archbishops' Commission on

Christian Doctrine entitled "Subscription and Assent to the Thirty-nine Articles" (1968) and in

furtherance of its recommendation:

(a) suggests that each Church of our Communion consider whether the Articles need be

bound up with its Prayer Book;

(b) suggests to the Churches of the Anglican Communion that assent to the Thirty-nine

Articles be no longer required of ordinands;

(c) suggests that, when subscription is required to the Articles or other elements in the

Anglican tradition, it should be required, and given, only in the context of a statement

which gives the full range of our inheritance of faith and sets the Articles in their historical

context.

Voting: Adopted, with 37 dissentients.
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Resolution 18

The Anglican Communion: Identity and Authority

This Conference:

1. Resolves that the new Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission (or a specially

appointed inter-Anglican commission) be asked to undertake as a matter of urgency a further

exploration of the meaning and nature of communion; with particular reference to the doctrine of

the Trinity, the unity and order of the Church, and the unity and community of humanity.
2.(a) Urges that encouragement be given to a developing collegial role for the Primates Meeting

under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates Meeting is able to

exercise an enhanced responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters.

(b) Recommends that in the appointment of any future Archbishop of Canterbury, the Crown

Appointments Commission be asked to bring the Primates of the Communion into the process of

consultation.

3. Resolves that the Lambeth Conference as a conference of bishops of the Anglican Communion

should continue in the future, at appropriate intervals.

4. Recommends that regional conferences of the Anglican Communion should meet between

Lambeth Conferences as and when the region concerned believes it to be appropriate; and in the

event of these regional conferences being called, it should be open to the region concerned to

make them representative of clergy and laity as well as bishops.

5. Recommends that the ACC continue to fulfil the functions defined in its Constitution (developed

as a consequence of Resolution 69 of the 1968 Lambeth Conference) and affirmed by the

evaluation process reported to ACC-6 (see "Bonds of Affection," pp 23-27); in particular to

continue its consultative, advisory, liaison and communication roles within the Communion (and to

do so in close co-operation with the Primates Meeting).

6. Requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion, to

appoint an advisory body on Prayer Books of the Anglican Communion. The body should be

entrusted with the task of offering encouragement, support and advice to Churches of the

Communion in their work of liturgical revision as well as facilitating mutual consultation concerning,

and review of, their Prayer Books as they are developed with a view to ensuring:

(a) the public reading of the Scriptures in a language understood by the people and instruction of

the whole people of God in the scriptural faith by means of sermons and catechisms; (b) the use of

the two sacraments ordained by Christ, Baptism with water in the threefold name, and Holy

Communion with bread and wine and explicit intention to obey our Lord's command; (c) the use of

forms of episcopal ordination to each of the three orders by prayer with the laying-on of hands; (d)

the public recitation and teaching of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds; and (e) the use of other

liturgical expressions of unity in faith and life by which the whole people of God is nurtured and

upheld, with continuing awareness of ecumenical liturgical developments.

Primates' Meeting Anglican Consultative Council On 1 above: If there is the possibility of ordination

of women bishops in some provinces, it will throw into sharper focus the present impaired nature of

communion. It is a matter of urgency that we have a further theological enquiry into and reflection

on the meaning of communion in a trinitarian context for the Anglican Communion. Such an

enquiry should relate to ecumenical discussions exploring similar issues. This, more than

structures, will provide a theological framework in which differences can be handled.

On 2 above: We see an enhanced role for the Primates as a key to growth of inter-dependence

within the Communion. We do not see any inter-Anglican jurisdiction as possible or desirable; an

inter-Anglican synodical structure would be virtually unworkable and highly expensive. A collegial

role for the Primates by contrast could easily be developed, and their collective judgement and

advice would carry considerable weight.

If this is so, it is neither improper nor out of place to suggest that part of the consultative process

prior to the appointment of a future Archbishop of Canterbury should be in consultation with the

Primates.

On 3 above: We are convinced that there is considerable value in the bishops of the Anglican

Communion meeting as bishops, both in terms of mutual understanding and as an effective agent

of interdependence.

On 4 above: Regional issues need regional solutions. Regional conferences can also provide for

wider representation.

On 5 above: We value the present work of the ACC. We do not see, however, that it ought to move

beyond its present advisory role.

On 6 above: Concern for how the Church celebrates the sacraments of unity and with what

consequences is a central expression of episcopal care and pastoral oversight in the Church of

God. As bishops of the Anglican Communion we have a particular responsibility for securing those

elements in worship which nurture our identity and unity in Christ and which therefore have an

authority for us as Anglicans. (A parallel but significantly different resolution has been proposed by

the Anglican Consultative Council: Resolution 12 of ACC-7.) (See further paras 113-152 of the

Report on "Dogmatic and Pastoral Concerns.")
Resolution 19

Draft Common Declaration

This Conference resolves that the Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission consider

paragraph 20 of the paper "Instruments of Communion and Decision-Making" (Draft Common

Declaration) and report to the Primates Meeting.
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Section II - Called to live and proclaim the good news

Resolution II.1

The Theological Foundations of Mission

This Conference:

a. believing that all our mission springs from the action and self-revelation of God in Jesus

Christ and that without this foundation, we can give no form or content to our proclamation

and can expect no transforming effect from it.

b. resolves to:

i. reaffirm our faith in the doctrines of the Nicene Creed as the basis of what is to be

believed, lived and proclaimed by the churches of the Anglican Communion;

ii. accept the imperative character of our call to mission and evangelism as

grounded in the very nature of the God who is revealed to us.
