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Resolution 41

The Conference regards with alarm the growing practice of the artificial restriction of the family,

and earnestly calls upon all Christian people to discountenance the use of all artificial means of

restriction as demoralising to character and hostile to national welfare.
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Resolution 68

Problems of Marriage and Sexual Morality

The Conference, while declining to lay down rules which will meet the needs of every abnormal

case, regards with grave concern the spread in modern society of theories and practices hostile to

the family. We utter an emphatic warning against the use of unnatural means for the avoidance of

conception, together with the grave dangers - physical, moral and religious - thereby incurred, and

against the evils with which the extension of such use threatens the race. In opposition to the

teaching which, under the name of science and religion, encourages married people in the

deliberate cultivation of sexual union as an end in itself, we steadfastly uphold what must always

be regarded as the governing considerations of Christian marriage. One is the primary purpose for

which marriage exists, namely the continuation of the race through the gift and heritage of children;

the other is the paramount importance in married life of deliberate and thoughtful self-control.

We desire solemnly to commend what we have said to Christian people and to all who will hear.

Resolution 69

Problems of Marriage and Sexual Morality

The Conference, moved by responsible statements from many nations as to the prevalence of

venereal diseases, bringing suffering, paralysis, insanity, or death to many thousands of the

innocent as well as the guilty, supports all efforts which are consistent with high moral standards to

check the causes of the diseases and to treat and, if possible, cure the victims. We impress upon

the clergy and members of the Church the duty of joining with physicians and public authorities in

meeting this scourge, and urge the clergy to guide those who turn to them for advice with

knowledge, sympathy, and directness. The Conference must condemn the distribution or use,

before exposure to infection, of so-called prophylactics, since these cannot but be regarded as an

invitation to vice.
Resolution 70

Problems of Marriage and Sexual Morality

The Conference urges the importance of enlisting the help of all high-principled men and women,

whatever be their religious beliefs, in co-operation with or, if necessary, in bringing pressure to

bear upon, authorities both national and local, for removing such incentives to vice as indecent

literature, suggestive plays and films, the open or secret sale of contraceptives, and the continued

existence of brothels.
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Resolution 15

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

Where there is clearly felt moral obligation to limit or avoid parenthood, the method must be

decided on Christian principles. The primary and obvious method is complete abstinence from

intercourse (as far as may be necessary) in a life of discipline and self-control lived in the power of

the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless in those cases where there is such a clearly felt moral obligation to

limit or avoid parenthood, and where there is a morally sound reason for avoiding complete

abstinence, the Conference agrees that other methods may be used, provided that this is done in

the light of the same Christian principles. The Conference records its strong condemnation of the

use of any methods of conception control from motives of selfishness, luxury, or mere

convenience.

Voting: For 193; Against 67.
Resolution 17

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

While the Conference admits that economic conditions are a serious factor in the situation, it

condemns the propaganda which treats conception control as a way of meeting those

unsatisfactory social and economic conditions which ought to be changed by the influence of

Christian public opinion.
Resolution 18

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

Sexual intercourse between persons who are not legally married is a grievous sin. The use of

contraceptives does not remove the sin. In view of the widespread and increasing use of

contraceptives among the unmarried and the extention of irregular unions owing to the diminution

of any fear of consequences, the Conference presses for legislation forbidding the exposure for

sale and the unrestricted advertisement of contraceptives, and placing definite restrictions upon

their purchase.
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Resolution 22

Responsible Parenthood

This Conference has taken note of the papal encyclical letter "Humanae vitae" recently issued by

His Holiness Pope Paul VI. The Conference records its appreciation of the Pope's deep concern

for the institution of marriage and the integrity of married life.

Nevertheless, the Conference finds itself unable to agree with the Pope's conclusion that all

methods of conception control other than abstinence from sexual intercourse or its confinement to

periods of infecundity are contrary to the "order established by God." It reaffirms the findings of the

Lambeth Conference of 1958 contained in Resolutions 112, 113, and 115 which are as follows:

112. The Conference records its profound conviction that the idea of the human family is rooted in

the Godhead and that consequently all problems of sex relations, the procreation of children, and

the organisation of family life must be related, consciously and directly, to the creative, redemptive,

and sanctifying power of God.

113. The Conference affirms that marriage is a vocation to holiness, through which men and

women may share in the love and creative purpose of God. The sins of self-indulgence and

sensuality, born of selfishness and a refusal to accept marriage as a divine vocation, destroy its
true nature and depth, and the right fullness and balance of the relationship between men and

women. Christians need always to remember that sexual love is not an end in itself nor a means to

self-gratification, and that self-discipline and restraint are essential conditions of the responsible

freedom of marriage and family planning.

115. The Conference believes that the responsibility for deciding upon the number and frequency

of children has been laid by God upon the consciences of parents everywhere; that this planning,

in such ways as are mutually acceptable to husband and wife in Christian conscience, is a right

and important factor in Christian family life and should be the result of positive choice before God.

Such responsible parenthood, built on obedience to all the duties of marriage, requires a wise

stewardship of the resources and abilities of the family as well as a thoughtful consideration of the

varying population needs and problems of society and the claims of future generations.

The Conference commends the Report of Committee 5 of the Lambeth Conference 1958, together

with the study entitled "The Family in Contemporary Society" which formed the basis of the work of

that Committee, to the attention of all men of good will for further study in the light of the continuing

sociological and scientific developments of the past decades.
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