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Resolution 61

That this Conference commends to the consideration of the duly constituted authorities of the

several branches of the Anglican Communion, the Report of the Committee on Degrees in Divinity

with a view to their taking such steps as to them may seem fit, to meet the need of encouraging,

especially among the clergy, the study of theology; and that the Archbishop of Canterbury be

requested to consider the recommendations contained in the Report, with a view to action in the

directions indicated, if His Grace should think such action desirable.
Resolution 62

That this Conference is of opinion that, failing any consent on the part of existing authorities to

grant degrees or certificates in divinity without requiring residence, and under suitable conditions,

to residents in the colonies and elsewhere, it is desirable that a board of examinations in divinity,

under the archbishops and bishops of the Anglican Communion, should be established, with power

to hold local examinations, and confer titles and grant certificates for proficiency in theological

study.
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Resolution 11

In the judgement of the Conference it is our duty as Christians to make it clear to the world that

purely secular systems of education are educationally as well as morally unsound, since they fail

to co-ordinate the training of the whole nature of the child, and necessarily leave many children

deficient in a most important factor for that formation of character which is the principal aim of

education.
Resolution 12

It is our duty as Christians to maintain that the true end of Bible teaching is a sound and definite

Christian faith, realising itself in a holy life of obedience and love, and of fellowship in the Church of

Christ through the sanctifying grace of the Holy Ghost; and no teaching can be regarded as

adequate religious teaching which limits itself to historical information and moral culture.
Resolution 13

It is our duty as Christians to be alert to use in all schools every opportunity which the state affords

us for training our children in the faith of their parents, and to obtain adequate opportunities for

such teaching in countries where they do not already exist.
Resolution 14

There is urgent need to strengthen our Sunday school system, and the Archbishop of Canterbury

is respectfully requested to appoint a committee to report to him on the best methods of improving

Sunday school instruction, and on the right relations between Sunday schools and the various

systems of catechising in church.
Resolution 15

It is of vital importance that the Church should establish and maintain secondary schools,

wherever they are needed, for children of the English-speaking race in all parts of the Anglican

Communion; and the Conference earnestly supports the plea which reaches it for the

establishment of such schools.
Resolution 16

The Conference draws attention to the pressing need of the services of men and women who will

consecrate their lives to teaching as a call from the great Head of the Church.
Resolution 17

The religious training of teachers should be regarded as a primary duty of the Church, especially in

view of the right use to be made of the light thrown on the Bible by modern research; and teachers

should be encouraged in all their efforts to associate themselves for the promotion of their spiritual

life.
Resolution 18

The Church should endeavour to promote and cultivate the spiritual life of the students in

secondary schools and universities, and should show active sympathy with all wisely directed

efforts which have this end in view.
Resolution 19

The Conference desires to lay special stress on the duty of parents in all conditions of social life to

take personal part in the religious instruction of their own children, and to show active interest in

the religious instruction which the children receive at school.
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Resolution 6

The Christian Doctrine of God

For the reasons set forth in Resolutions 2 and 3, there is need for the Church to renew and redirect

its teaching office:

1. by a fresh insistence upon the duty of thinking and learning as

essential elements in the Christian life;

2. by recalling the clergy to a fuller sense of their duty in the exercise of the teaching office.

Of all their functions this is the one of the most important. It demands, especially in these

days, prayer and study, both individual and corporate, on the self-revelation of God in

Jesus Christ and the manifestations of his presence in the modern world;

3. by the provision of similar opportunities for the laity;

4. by a new emphasis upon the appeal to the mind as well as to the heart in the preaching of

the word as an element in Christian worship; and

5. by providing both for clergy and laity opportunities of retreats and other well-tried methods

for the deepening of the spiritual life through the growth of fellowship with God and man.

We especially desire to impress upon the younger clergy that the Church requires the service of

men who will devote themselves to the study of theology in all its branches. The Church needs

learning, as well as spiritual power and practical ability, in its clergy.
Resolution 7

The Christian Doctrine of God

We welcome an increased readiness in many educational authorities to accept the influence and

assistance of the Church in its teaching capacity, and we urge that every effort should be made

throughout the Church to seek such opportunities and to use them with sympathy and discretion.

As the intellectual meaning and content of the Christian doctrine of God cannot be fully

apprehended without the aid of the highest human knowledge, it is essential that Christian

theology should be studied and taught in universities in contact with philosophy, science and

criticism, and to that end that faculties of theology should be established in universities wherever

possible.
Resolution 8

The Christian Doctrine of God

Believing as we do that men should offer their worship to God because of his great glory, and

because of his supreme revelation of love in Jesus Christ, apart from any thought of benefits that

may accrue to them, we urge upon the Church the absolute obligation of corporate worship. We

believe that a fuller study of the Christian doctrine of God will both strengthen the sense of this

obligation in the Church, and also help the Church to commend it to the world. Moreover we

believe that it is through the development of their capacity for worship that men advance in their

knowledge of God's nature, and may hope to penetrate further into his mysteries.
Resolution 12

The Life and Witness of the Christian Community - Marriage and Sex

In all questions of marriage and sex the Conference emphasises the need of education. It is

important that before the child's emotional reaction to sex is awakened, definite information should

be given in an atmosphere of simplicity and beauty. The persons directly responsible for this are

the parents, who in the exercise of this responsibility will themselves need the best guidance that

the Church can supply.

During childhood and youth the boy or the girl should thus be prepared for the responsibilities of

adult life; but the Conference urges the need of some further preparation for those members of the

Church who are about to marry.

To this end the Conference is convinced that steps ought to be taken:
1. to secure a better education for the clergy in moral theology;

2. to establish, where they do not exist, in the various branches of the Anglican Communion

central councils which would study the problems of sex from the Christian standpoint and

give advice to the responsible authorities in diocese or parish of theological college as to

methods of approach and lines of instruction;

3. to review the available literature and to take steps for its improvement and its circulation.
Resolution 62

The Ministry of the Church - The Supply and Training of Men for Holy Orders

While recognising with gratitude the support given in recent years to funds which assist the training

of candidates for the ministry, and while believing that those who have heard the call should

exercise all possible self-help in responding to it, the Conference places on record its conviction

that it is the privilege and duty of the Church to find, when necessary, the means for the training of

those whom God has called.
Resolution 63

The Ministry of the Church - The Supply and Training of Men for Holy Orders

In view of the rise in the standard of education and of the constantly increasing opportunities of

university training, the Conference deems it important that candidates for Holy Orders should in

most cases be graduates of a university as well as properly trained in the special studies which

belong to their calling.

The Conference expresses the hope that the Church will take every opportunity both for seeking

and for training candidates in new universities which have been established in great cities and

elsewhere. With a view to promoting theological study in these and other universities, the

Conference recommends that, where the conditions allow, the Church should establish theological

colleges in close connection with universities, and should join with the representatives of other

Churches in establishing theological faculties in them.
Resolution 64

The Ministry of the Church - The Supply and Training of Men for Holy Orders

In the matter of special preparation of candidates for the ministry, the Conference regards a

competent knowledge of the Bible, of Christian worship, history, theology and morals, and pastoral

work, together with training in the devotional life, as of the first importance. To this should be

added instruction in reading and preaching. Beyond this we are anxious not to overload the

curriculum of our theological colleges, but we believe it to be advantageous that students should

be given such elementary instruction in psychology, the art of teaching, social economics and

other studies bearing upon their life work as will encourage them to maintain their interest in these

subjects after ordination. We express the hope that greater efforts will be made to stimulate the

intellectual and spiritual life of the clergy especially in the earlier years of their service.
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Resolution 23

The Church and the Modern World - The Church and the Modern State

Since the state, industry, and community services are offering an increasing number of posts

which may be made spheres of Christian influence, the Conference calls upon Church members to

bring to such posts not only professional training and a sense of vocation but also a sound

knowledge of the Christian doctrine of God and man.
Resolution 27

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference holds that the Church should press for the best educational opportunity

everywhere for all, without racial distinction and without privilege for wealth.
Resolution 28

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference gratefully recognises the admirable work done by Christian teachers throughout

the world and urges churchmen to bring the opportunity of this high calling to the attention of

young men and women.
Resolution 29

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference while giving full support to state education is convinced that there is a unique

value for the community in the long tradition of Church education. The Conference believes that

the freedom of experiment which this tradition affords and the religious, moral, and social training

which is its specific purpose are invaluable for the best interests of education and that everything

possible should be done to open the benefits of such Church education to all who desire them.
Resolution 30

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference affirms that the Church owes a deep debt of gratitude to Sunday and day school

teachers and youth leaders who, in the face of increasing difficulties, have forwarded the Church's

teaching ministry to children and young people with devoted service. The Conference emphasises

the responsibility of individual clergymen and parishes in the work of Christian education.
Resolution 31

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference welcomes the statutory provision made in England in 1944 for religious instruction

and worship in schools, as well as similar developments in other countries. We urge universities

and training colleges to provide adequately for the training of teachers in this field.
Resolution 32

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference welcomes the steps taken in some universities to make provision for courses

designed to give general instruction in Christian faith and practice to those who are not students in

theology. It also urges that a chapel for corporate worship should be provided in every university

and university college.
Resolution 33

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference calls special attention to the urgent need for more effective and continuous adult

education through study and discussion. It believes that adult religious education should be

included in the normal work of parish and diocese.
Resolution 34

The Church and the Modern World - Education

Recognising the great influence of films and broadcasting both for good and for evil, we welcome

the efforts now being made to improve their quality; sharing the anxiety of many teachers and

educational authorities lest the films shown to children should undermine sound educational

influences, we particularly welcome the provision of wholesome films and broadcasts for children.
Resolution 35

The Church and the Modern World - Education

The Conference urges further investigation and experiment on the part of the Church in film

production and radio programmes as a means of religious and missionary education, and full cooperation

with experts in these fields.
Resolution 38

The Church and the Modern World - The Church Militant

While to every member of the Church there falls a share of responsibility for its life and work, yet it

is impossible to over-estimate the importance of maintaining and indeed increasing the supply of

men and women who are prepared to devote their whole time to some special form of ministry for

Christ and his Church. The Conference therefore urges clergy, teachers, and parents to seek for

and encourage among young people vocations to Holy Orders, to the teaching ministry, to

religious communities, and to other forms of full-time service in the Church, at home and abroad.
Resolution 40

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference values the witness given by those who, in response to a special vocation, keep

themselves apart from the life of the world. But we believe that Christians generally are called by

God to take their part in the life of the world, and through the power of God's grace to transform it.
Resolution 43

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference is convinced that discrimination between men on the grounds of race alone is

inconsistent with the principles of Christ's religion. We urge that in every land men of every race

should be encouraged to develop in accordance with their abilities; and that this involves fairness

of opportunity in trades and professions, in facilities for travelling and in the provision of housing, in

education at all stages, and in schemes of social welfare. Every churchman should be assured of a

cordial welcome in any church of our Communion, and no one should be ineligible for any position

in the Church by reason of his race or colour.
The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference affirms that education should be more than a training for a livelihood or even for

citizenship. It should be based upon the fact that every child is a child of God created by God for

citizenship in heaven as well as on earth.
Resolution 48

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference, recognising that marriage and motherhood remain the normal vocation of

women, urges the importance of fostering in girls the sense of the dignity of this calling and the

need to prepare for it. At the same time it welcomes the great contributions now being made by

women in many walks of life, and urges that girls and young women be given the fullest possible

opportunities for vocational training.
Resolution 49

The Church and the Modern World - The Christian Way of Life

The Conference believes that there is great need of a fresh understanding of the nature and

function of universities, and the place therein of theology in its full meaning, as a part of any

curriculum which claims to be complete. We welcome the growing readiness to found schools and

faculties of theology in centres of higher education, and we urge, on educational as well as more

strictly religious grounds, that they be set up where they do not yet exist.
Resolution 85

The Anglican Communion - Training of Ordinands

In the opinion of this Conference, whereas a man is ordained into the ministry of the Church of

God and not into that of any one diocese of the Church, it is desirable that the highest possible

standard of training should be aimed at throughout the whole body, and to this end we urge a

systematic exchange of information relating to:

(a) methods of recruiting, selection, and testing of candidates;

(b) standards of theological and general education required for ordination;

(c) the character of theological institutions and faculties, including methods of support by the

Church;

(d) schemes of post-ordination training.
Resolution 86

The Anglican Communion - A Central College

In the opinion of this Conference the establishment of a central college for the Anglican

Communion is highly desirable and steps should immediately be taken to establish this college, if

possible at St Augustine's College, Canterbury.
Resolution 93

The Church's Discipline in Marriage

The Church has a primary duty in the pastoral care of those who are married or are about to be

married, not less than in the exercise of discipline for upholding Christian standards. To this end:

(a) regular and systematic instruction of the congregation on the meaning and responsibilities of

marriage, and particular preparation of engaged persons, should be regarded as a normal pastoral

duty in every parish, and all parish priests should be equipped for these tasks; and

(b) Church people should be urged to co-operate in the valuable work in education, guidance, and

reconciliation done by many marriage guidance councils and other similar bodies, which uphold

Christian standards of marriage.
Resolutions Archive from 1958

1958.pdf

Resolution 9

The Bible

In view of the lack of understanding which can develop in consequence of the different thought and

language of the Bible and the modern world, the Conference urges Christian scholars and leaders

to co-operate with men of science and other kinds of modern learning in the study of their

respective modes of thought and speech.
Resolution 71

Progress in the Anglican Communion Missionary Appeal

The Conference recommends that literature should be recognised as an important instrument of

the Church in fulfilling its mission; and that steps should be taken to secure that in every language

area suitable literature is made available for the training of ordinands, the use of the clergy, the

instruction and equipment of the laity, and not least for the commending of Christianity to those

outside the Church.
Resolution 83

Ministries and Manpower - The Staffing of Theological Colleges

The Conference desires to emphasise the need for first-class theological teachers for colleges in

the developing areas of the Church, and calls upon the missionary agencies of the Anglican

Communion to take such steps as are practicable to meet this pressing need. Financial aid is also

needed for the improvement of buildings and for the provision of adequate library facilities.
Resolution 84

Ministries and Manpower - United Colleges

The Conference, recognising that there is much common ground in theological training which can

be covered in united colleges, and that such colleges can exert a considerable influence in

creating better understanding between the several Churches which they serve and in fostering the

growth towards greater unity, welcomes the development of united colleges. Nevertheless it

considers it essential to secure for Anglican students adequate arrangements for the worship and

discipline customary in the Church and to ensure that the Anglican theological contribution is fully

and worthily made in the united college.
Resolution 85

Ministries and Manpower - Theological Faculties of Departments

The Conference urges that every endeavour should be made to provide resources whereby

theological faculties or departments may be established and supported at the newer universities

which are coming into being throughout the area covered by the Anglican Communion. The

Conference welcomes the progress which has already been made towards this end, and urges the

Church to make the fullest use of these faculties when they are created, both as training centres

for the ministry, and as providing opportunities for a real integration of Christian faith and

scholarship with the intellectual life of other academic disciplines.
Resolution 86

Ministries and Manpower - Standards of Training

The Conference urges each province of the Anglican Communion to keep under continuous review

its standards of training for ordination, both with regard to the period required and the content of

the course, having regard to the demands made upon the clergy in modern conditions.
Resolution 87

Ministries and Manpower - Post-ordination Training

The Conference draws attention to the importance of post-ordination training, and recommends

that adequate opportunity and financial provision may be available for such training.
Resolution 95

Ministries and Manpower - St. Augustine's College, Canterbury

The Conference expresses its satisfaction at the establishment of progress of St Augustine's

College, Canterbury, as a central college for the Anglican Communion. It approves of the way in

which its work is developing and would encourage its continuance on the present line.
Resolution 96

Ministries and Manpower - St. Augustine's College

The Conference requests the College Consultative Council to continue its work as a necessary link

between the College and the Anglican Communion as a whole.
Resolution 97

Ministries and Manpower - St. Augustine's College, Canterbury

The Conference recommends that, in view of the financial needs of the College, the provinces of

the Anglican Communion should be asked to increase their contributions for the upkeep of the

College from 11,000 to 14,000 [pounds] per annum.
Resolution 98

Ministries and Manpower - St. Augustine's College, Canterbury

The Conference endorses the policy whereby St Augustine's College awards a diploma to

students who have satisfactorily completed a prescribed course.
Resolution 99

Ministries and Manpower - St. Augustine's College, Canterbury

The Conference requests provinces of the Anglican Communion to seek to ensure that suitable

men are set free for a course of study at St Augustine's.
Resolution 110

The Reconciling of Conflicts Between and Within Nations - Condemnation of Racial

Discrimination

The Conference affirms its belief in the natural dignity and value of every man, of whatever colour

or race, as created in the image of God. In the light of this belief the Conference affirms that

neither race nor colour is in itself a barrier to any aspect of that life in family and community for

which God created all men. It therefore condemns discrimination of any kind on the grounds of

race or colour alone.

The Conference would urge that in multi-racial societies members of all races shall be allowed:

(a) a fair and just share in the government of their country;

(b) a fair and just share in the control, development, and rewards of the natural resources of

their country, including advancement to the highest level of attainment;

(c) the right to associate freely in worship, in education, in industry, in recreation, and in all

other departments of the common life.
Resolution 114

The Family in Contemporary Society - Marriage

The Conference welcomes, with thankfulness, the increasing care given by the clergy to

preparation for marriage both in instructing youth, through confirmation classes and other means,

and also immediately before marriage.

It urges that the importance of this ministry should continue to be emphasised and that special

attention should be given to our Lord's principle of life-long union as the basis of all true marriage.
Resolution 122

The Family in Contemporary Society - The Christian Family

The Conference believes that a most important answer to the crushing impact of secularism on

family life lies in a return to the discipline of family prayer and in a faithful common Christian life in

the household. It urges that the clergy work towards this end by teaching both the privilege and the

means of such worship, and of Bible reading, in which fathers should take their due place with

mothers and children as members and ministers of a worshipping community.
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Resolution 11

Christianity and Other Faiths

It is the conviction of the Conference that, in their obedience to Christ's mission and command and

in their obligation towards the contemporary world, the Christian Churches must endeavour such

positive relationship to the different religions of men, and to the doubt and denial of faith, as will

(a) set forward the common unity of mankind and a common participation in its present history;

(b) encourage Christians to increasing co-operation with men of other faiths in the fields of

economic, social, and moral action;

(c) call Christians not only to study other faiths in their own seriousness but also to study unbelief

in its real quality.
Resolution 26

The Ministry - The Laity

The Conference requests that information about experiments in lay training be made available to

the whole of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 27

The Ministry - The Laity

The Conference believes that there is an urgent need for increase in the quantity and quality of

training for laypeople for their task in the world.
Resolution 39

The Ministry - The Episcopate

The Conference recommends that bishops should have opportunities of training for their office and

requests the Anglican Consultative Council to make provision for such training where regional

Churches are unable to do so.
Resolution 42

The Ministry - Post-Ordination Training

The Conference urges dioceses to provide continuing training for the clergy after ordination, and to

relate the programmes of study to the new situations and developments presented by a rapidly

changing world.
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Resolution 19

Training for Bishops

The Conference asks each member Church to provide training for bishops after election in order

more adequately to prepare them for their office; and to provide opportunities for continuing

education.
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Resolution 16

Theological Education

This Conference notes with gratitude the numerous experiments in joint education with other

Churches which are being made all over the world, and recommends the extension of such work

beyond the training of those who are to be ordained both in order to meet the needs of the whole

people of God for a better understanding and fuller knowledge of their faith, and to foster the

development of ecumenical theology and catechetics.
Resolution 29

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)

This Conference, recognising (a) that the disease AIDS poses a catastrophic threat to every part of

the world, and (b) that unless preventative measures are taken, the disease can spread rapidly

(though the long latency period may mask its presence, thus giving a false sense of security), asks

bishops to accept their responsibility to witness to Christ's compassion and care, in response to

this crisis, by giving a lead in:

1. The promotion of, and co-operation with, educational programmes both of Church and state

concerned with the cause and prevention of the disease, in a loving and non-judgemental spirit

towards those who suffer.

2. The development of diocesan strategies: (a) to train and support pastoral helpers; (b) to give

direct personal support to those living with AIDS; (c) to identify and try to resolve the social

problems leading to and arising from the disease; (d) to reaffirm the traditional biblical teaching

that sexual intercourse is an act of total commitment which belongs properly within a permanent

married relationship.

3. The need to work together: (a) to encourage global co-operation between Churches,

governments and non-government agencies in the fight against the disease; (b) to develop ways in

which the Churches can share information and resources; (c) to press where necessary for

political action; (d) to promote prayer for all concerned, not forgetting those active in research to

discover a cure.
Resolution 41

Training of Bishops

This Conference:

(a) congratulates African provinces for having made provisions for the training of newly

consecrated bishops as recommended by Lambeth 1978 (Resolution 19);

(b) resolves that every province implement programmes of initial preparation and in-service

training for the episcopate, and accordingly that:

(1) A duration of one month, at least, be set aside for preparation, which should include instruction

regarding the tasks and functions of a bishop, finance and management control; such training

being in the language and culture of the bishop concerned.

(2) After six years in office, all bishops should be encouraged to have a period of sabbatical leave

for study and refreshment; and that financial support for such a period should be available from

appropriate sources within the province concerned.

(3) Where appropriate, preparation, training and support should also be made available to the

spouse.

(4) In view of the stress factor within the life of the bishop, bishops should present themselves for a

medical examination at least once a year.
Resolution 45

Mission and Ministry of the Whole Church

This Conference:

1. acknowledging that God through the Holy Spirit is bringing about a revolution in terms of the

total ministry of all the baptized, thus enriching the Church and making Christ known to men and

women as the hope of the world;

2. urges each bishop with his diocese to take the necessary steps to provide opportunities, training

and support to ensure that this shared style of ministry becomes a reality.
Resolution 48

Mission to Youth

This Conference:

1. Encourages every diocese to conduct an evaluation of existing mission and ministry among its

youth*, as far as possible in co-operation with other Churches, which should include an

examination of the current nature and extent of youth involvement in the life of the diocese and

provinces and at every level.

2. Suggests that this should include the following questions to be investigated:

(a) What occasions or venues for meeting are provided for young people who have no

contact whatever with the Church or the Christian faith?

(b) What proportion of diocesan and parish budgets is set aside for youth ministry, compared

with other activities?

(c) What relationships exist between the diocese and its clergy on the one hand, and the local

schools and state education authorities on the other, if any?

(d) How are the dioceses and parishes making use of the skills and gifts of local Christian

teachers, youth leaders, young people who have a ministry among their peers, and what

opportunities for encouragement and training in Christian witness are being provided?

*Known elsewhere as a "mission audit"; see [Report of] ACC-6, Resolution 11, p.60, for suggested

guidelines.
Resolution 66

Handbook of Anglican Sources

This Conference encourages the publication of the proposed handbook of Anglican sources, which

will reflect the catholicity of our tradition from the beginning and the concerns of the world-wide

Anglican Communion today.

Plans are in hand for SPCK to publish such a handbook*, to be edited by J. Robert Wright and

G.R. Evans, with a consultative editorial board drawn from the Anglican provinces. It will involve no

cost to the Church. It will be useful for encouraging understanding of Anglicanism, both among

Anglicans and people of other traditions.

*["The Anglican Tradition" (SPCK, 1991)]
Resolution 69

Admission to Communion

This Conference requests all provinces to consider the theological and pastoral issues involved in

the admission of those baptized but unconfirmed to communion (as set out in the Report of ACC-

7), and to report their findings to the ACC.

This Resolution does what ACC-7 expected to be done, and is in line with a draft statement from

"Mission and Ministry." Whilst it comes as a private member's Resolution, it comes with the

goodwill of the "Mission and Ministry" Section.
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Resolution I.9

Ecology

This Conference:

a. calls upon all ecumenical partners and other faith communities, governments and

transnational companies:

i. to work for sustainable society in a sustainable world;

ii. to recognise the dignity and rights of all people and the sanctity of all life,

especially the rights of future generations;

iii. to ensure the responsible use and re-cycling of natural resources;

iv. to bring about economic reforms which will establish a just and fair trading system

both for people and for the environment.

b. calls upon the United Nations to incorporate the right of future generations to a

sustainable future in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

c. asks the Joint Standing Committee of the ACC and the Primates to consider the

appointment of a co-ordinator of an inter-national ecological network within the Anglican

Communion, who would:

i. work in co-operation with other ecumenical and interfaith agencies;

ii. be funded through and responsible to the Anglican Consultative Council;

iii. support those engaged in grass-roots environmental initiatives;

iv. gather and disseminate data and information on environmental issues so that the

Church can play an informed role in lobbying for ecological justice in both the

public and private sectors; and
v. contribute to the development of environmental educational programmes for use

in the training of Christian leaders.
Section III - Called to be faithful in a plural world

Resolution III.1

The Bible

This Conference, recognising the need in our Communion for fuller agreement on how to interpret

and apply the message of the Bible in a world of rapid change and widespread cultural interaction,

a. reaffirms the primary authority of the Scriptures, according to their testimony and

supported by our own historic formularies;

b. urges that the Biblical text should be handled respectfully, coherently, and consistently,

building upon our best traditions and scholarship believing that the Scriptural revelation

must continue to illuminate, challenge and transform cultures, structures, and ways of

thinking, especially those that predominate today;

c. invites our provinces, as we open ourselves afresh to a vision of a Church full of the Word

and full of the Spirit, to promote at every level biblical study programmes which can inform

and nourish the life of dioceses, congregations, seminaries, communities, and members

of all ages.
Resolution III.8

The Virginia Report

This Conference

a. welcomes the 1997 Report of the Inter Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission

(The Virginia Report) as a helpful statement of the characteristics of our Communion;

b. recognises that the report, the fruit if ten years of careful work accomplished since the

12th Lambeth Conference, identifies and explores important questions about unity,

interdependence and mutual accountability in the Anglican Communion;

c. commends its discussion of our Trinitarian faith as the basis of our koinonia and

interdependence, while recommending the need for further work to be done with respect

to the report's discussion of reason in relation to the primacy of Holy Scripture;

d. affirms that the Churches of our Anglican Communion are joined in the communion of God

through Our Lord Jesus Christ by the gracious power of the Holy Spirit, celebrating the

fact that our communion together is maintained in the life and truth of Christ by the gift to

us of the Holy Scriptures, the Apostles and Nicene Creeds, the sacraments of Baptism

and Eucharist, and the historic episcopate, and commending the fundamental importance

of these to the consideration of our partners in ecumenical dialogue;

e. values the instruments of Anglican unity as they are described in the Virginia Report, the

Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference, the Anglican Consultative Council,

and the meeting of Primates;

f. values and discerns the Church to be held in koinonia by our liturgical tradition and

common patterns of worship, by prayer and the communion of the saints, the witness of

the heroes and heroines of our history, the sharing of the stories of our faith, and by our

interdependence through exchanges of friendship between our dioceses and by service to

others in the name of Christ;

g. calls upon member Churches and the ACC in the next decade to facilitate the sharing of

resources of theological education and training in ministry and to promote exchanges

amongst the theological colleges and seminaries of our Communion so as to minister to a

deepening unity of heart and mind;

h. requests the Primates to initiate and monitor a decade of study in each province on the

report, and in particular on "whether effective communion, at all levels, does not require

appropriate instruments, with due safeguards, not only for legislation, but also for
oversight" (para. 5.20) as well as on the issue of a universal ministry in the service if

Christian unity( cf. Agros Report, para. 162, and the Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul

II, Ut unum sint 96);

i. requests that this study should include consideration of the ecumenical implications

involved and that the Primates should make specific recommendations for the

development of instruments of communion not later than the 14th Lambeth Conference.
Resolution III.10

Marriage and Family Life

This Conference, recognising the need for the Church to respond to the destructive pressures on

the integrity of marriage and family life on behalf of the families in our care and noting that the local

congregation bears a serious responsibility for giving counsel about the Christian understanding of

marriage and family life -

a. endorses the summary report of the International Anglican Family Network (IAFN

Newsletter - July 1998);

b. affirms that the local Christian community should give such counsel; and

c. believes that the institutions charged with training people for and in Christian ministry must

include in their programmes thoughtful and practical courses to prepare clergy and laity to

give counsel and encouragement in Christian marriage and family life in the congregations

where they serve.
Resolution III.22

Discipleship

This Conference -

a. affirms our trust in the power of God's Spirit to ensure that all persons are made full

disciples and equally members of the Body of Christ and the people or laos of God, by

their baptism;

b. while recognising the necessity of the ordained ministry and special responsibilities which

are given to various members of the Body, also recognises that all the baptised share in

the common priesthood of the Church;

c. notes that the life, practice, polity and liturgy of churches everywhere should exemplify this

understanding of our community and common life; and

d. affirms that in baptism all are called to personal commitment to Jesus Christ and should

be given education and opportunity for ministries which include worship, witness, service

and acts of forgiveness and reconciliation in the setting of their daily life and work.
Resolution V.16

An Appeal to the Churches and Governments of South Asia

This Conference, noting the complex situation that exists in South Asia, which has been

highlighted by recent events and is based upon ethnic and religious complexities, which have

become great impediments to the harmony and development of its people, and also noting that

such a milieu continues to be blatantly exploited by different political parties and fundamentalist

religious groups for their own ends, and that such a scenario causes havoc amongst communities,

especially the poor and the marginalised,

calls upon the churches of this region to live and preach the Gospel, to promote the right of God's

creation and to collaborate with other faith communities in acknowledging the sovereignty of God

and in sharing their common values and resources for harmony and justice, and further calls upon

the governments of this region to seek after serving its people, especially by providing universal
education and proper health care in an atmosphere of security and stability and urges them to

refrain from excessive militarisation and abuse of authority.
