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Resolution 1

The Christian Doctrine of God

We believe that the Christian Church is the repository and trustee of a revelation of God, given by

himself, which all members of the Church are bound to transmit to others, and that every member

of the Church, both clerical and lay, is called to be a channel through which the divine life flows for

the quickening of all mankind.
Resolution 2

The Christian Doctrine of God

We believe that, in view of the enlarged knowledge gained in modern times of God's ordering of

the world and the clearer apprehension of the creative process by which he prepared the way for

the coming of Jesus Christ, there is urgent need in the face of many erroneous conceptions for a

fresh presentation of the Christian doctrine of God; and we commend the Report of our Committee

to the study of all thoughtful people in the hope that it may help towards meeting this need.
Resolution 3

The Christian Doctrine of God

We affirm the supreme and unshaken authority of the Holy Scriptures as presenting the truth

concerning God and the spiritual life in its historical setting and in its progressive revelation, both

throughout the Old Testament and in the New. It is no part of the purpose of the Scriptures to give

information on those themes which are the proper subject matter of scientific enquiry, nor is the

Bible a collection of separate oracles, each containing a final declaration of truth. The doctrine of

God is the centre of its teaching, set forth in its books "by divers portions and in divers manners."

As Jesus Christ is the crown, so also is he the criterion of all revelation. We would impress upon

Christian people the necessity of banishing from their minds the ideas concerning the character of

God which are inconsistent with the character of Jesus Christ. We believe that the work of our Lord

Jesus Christ is continued by the Holy Spirit, who not only interpreted him to the Apostles, but has

in every generation inspired and guided those who seek truth.
Resolution 4

The Christian Doctrine of God

The revelation of Christ was presented to the world under the forms of Jewish life and thought. It

has found fuller expression, not without some admixture of misunderstanding, through the thought

of Greece and Rome, and the sentiment of the Teutonic and Slavonic races. We anticipate that

when this same revelation possesses their minds, the nations of Asia and Africa will still further

enrich the Church of Christ by characteristic statements of the permanent Gospel, and by

characteristic examples of Christian virtue and types of Christian worship.

We welcome such unfolding of the truth of the Gospel as one of the ways by which the nations

may bring their riches into the service of Christ and his Church.
Resolution 5

The Christian Doctrine of God

We recognize in the modern discoveries of science - whereby the boundaries of knowledge are

extended, the needs of men are satisfied and their sufferings alleviated - veritable gifts of God, to

be used with thankfulness to him, and with that sense of responsibility which such thankfulness

must create.
Resolution 6

The Christian Doctrine of God

For the reasons set forth in Resolutions 2 and 3, there is need for the Church to renew and redirect

its teaching office:

1. by a fresh insistence upon the duty of thinking and learning as

essential elements in the Christian life;

2. by recalling the clergy to a fuller sense of their duty in the exercise of the teaching office.

Of all their functions this is the one of the most important. It demands, especially in these

days, prayer and study, both individual and corporate, on the self-revelation of God in

Jesus Christ and the manifestations of his presence in the modern world;

3. by the provision of similar opportunities for the laity;

4. by a new emphasis upon the appeal to the mind as well as to the heart in the preaching of

the word as an element in Christian worship; and

5. by providing both for clergy and laity opportunities of retreats and other well-tried methods

for the deepening of the spiritual life through the growth of fellowship with God and man.

We especially desire to impress upon the younger clergy that the Church requires the service of

men who will devote themselves to the study of theology in all its branches. The Church needs

learning, as well as spiritual power and practical ability, in its clergy.
Resolution 7

The Christian Doctrine of God

We welcome an increased readiness in many educational authorities to accept the influence and

assistance of the Church in its teaching capacity, and we urge that every effort should be made

throughout the Church to seek such opportunities and to use them with sympathy and discretion.

As the intellectual meaning and content of the Christian doctrine of God cannot be fully

apprehended without the aid of the highest human knowledge, it is essential that Christian

theology should be studied and taught in universities in contact with philosophy, science and

criticism, and to that end that faculties of theology should be established in universities wherever

possible.
Resolution 8

The Christian Doctrine of God

Believing as we do that men should offer their worship to God because of his great glory, and

because of his supreme revelation of love in Jesus Christ, apart from any thought of benefits that

may accrue to them, we urge upon the Church the absolute obligation of corporate worship. We

believe that a fuller study of the Christian doctrine of God will both strengthen the sense of this

obligation in the Church, and also help the Church to commend it to the world. Moreover we

believe that it is through the development of their capacity for worship that men advance in their

knowledge of God's nature, and may hope to penetrate further into his mysteries.
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Resolution 25

An Anglican Doctrinal Commission

The Conference endorses the proposal suggested in Resolution 8 of the third (Trinidad, 1976)

meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council, to set up an inter-Anglican theological and doctrinal

advisory commission, and asks the Standing Committee of the ACC to establish the commission

with the advice of the primates, and the primates and provinces, by whatever means they feel

best, to review its work after a period of not more than five years.
Resolution 35

Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue

The Conference:

1. welcomes the achievement of the Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission as expressed

in the Moscow Agreed Statement of 1976, and believes that this goes far to realise the hopes

about Anglican-Orthodox dialogue expressed at Lambeth 1968;

2. requests the Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission to continue to explore the

fundamental questions of doctrinal agreement and disagreement in our Churches; and to promote

regional groups for theological dialogue which would bring to the Commission not only reactions to

their work, but also theological issues arising out of local experience;

3. requests that all member Churches of the Anglican Communion should consider omitting the

Filioque from the Nicene Creed, and that the Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission

through the Anglican Consultative Council should assist them in presenting the theological issues

to their appropriate synodical bodies and should be responsible for any necessary consultation

with other Churches of the Western tradition.
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