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Resolution 48

The Anglican Communion

The Conference affirms that the true constitution of the Catholic Church involves the principle of

the autonomy of particular Churches based upon a common faith and order, and commends to the

faithful those sections of the Report of Committee IV which deal with the ideal and future of the

Anglican Communion.
Resolution 49

The Anglican Communion

The Conference approves the following statement of nature and status of the Anglican

Communion, as that term is used in its Resolutions:

The Anglican Communion is a fellowship, within the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, of

those duly constituted dioceses, provinces or regional Churches in communion with the See of

Canterbury, which have the following characteristics in common:

a. they uphold and propagate the Catholic and Apostolic faith and order as they are

generally set forth in the Book of Common Prayer as authorised in their several Churches;

b. they are particular or national Churches, and, as such, promote within each of their

territories a national expression of Christian faith, life and worship; and

c. they are bound together not by a central legislative and executive authority, but by mutual

loyalty sustained through the common counsel of the bishops in conference.

The Conference makes this statement praying for and eagerly awaiting the time when the

Churches of the present Anglican Communion will enter into communion with other parts of the

Catholic Church not definable as Anglican in the above sense, as a step towards the ultimate

reunion of all Christendom in one visibly united fellowship.*
Resolution 50

The Anglican Communion - The Consultative Body

a. The Conference reaffirms the opinion expressed in Resolution 44 of the Lambeth

Conference of 1920, "that the Consultative Body is of the nature of a continuation

committee of the Lambeth Conference, and neither possesses nor claims any executive

or administrative power." The Conference recommends that:

b. The Consultative Body should be prepared to advise on questions of

faith, order, policy or administration, referred to it by any bishop or group of bishops,

calling in expert advisers at its discretion, and reserving the right to decline to entertain

any particular question.

Consequently, the Committee of Students of Liturgical Questions appointed in accordance

with Resolution 38 of the Lambeth Conference of 1920 need not be reappointed.

c. The usual duties of the Consultative Body of the Lambeth Conference should be:

i. To carry on the work left to it by the preceding Conference.

ii. To assist the Archbishop of Canterbury in the preparation of the business of the

ensuing Conference.

iii. To deal with matters referred to the Archbishop of Canterbury on which he

requests its aid.
iv. To deal with matters referred to it by any bishop or group of bishops, subject to

any limitations upon such references which may be imposed by the regulations of

local and regional Churches.

d. Hereafter the members of the Consultative Body should consist of not less than 18

members, appointed to represent the Lambeth Conference by the Archbishop of

Canterbury, with due regard to regional requirements, after consultation with the

metropolitans and presiding bishops: vacancies being filled in the same way. Further, the

first appointment should be made within 18 months of this meeting of the Conference, the

present Consultative Body continuing to function in the meantime, and those then

appointed should hold office until the next meeting of the Conference.
Resolution 51

The Anglican Communion - Appellate Tribunal

The Conference, believing the formation of a central appellate tribunal to be inconsistent with the

spirit of the Anglican Communion, holds that the establishment of final courts of appeal should be

left to the decision of local and regional Churches.
Resolution 52

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

Saving always the moral and spiritual independence of the divine society, the Conference

approves the association of dioceses or provinces in the larger unity of a "national Church," with or

without the formal recognition of the civil government, as serving to give spiritual expression to the

distinctive genius of races and peoples, and thus to bring more effectively under the influence of

Christ's religion both the process of government and the habit of society.
Resolution 53

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

a. In view of the many advantages of the organisation of dioceses into provinces and the

difficulties and dangers of isolation, the formation of provinces should everywhere be

encouraged.

b. The minimum organisation essential to provincial life is a college or synod of bishops

which will act corporately in dealing with questions concerning the faith, order and

discipline of the Church.

c. The minimum number of dioceses suitable to form a province is four.

d. The balance between provincial authority and diocesan autonomy may vary from province

to province according to the constitutions agreed upon in each case.
Resolution 54

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

Without prejudice to the provisions of any constitution already adopted by any province or regional

Church, the Conference advises that when the bishops of a group of dioceses under the oversight

of the Archbishop of Canterbury or attached to some other province have prepared and accepted a

tentative constitution for a province, they should notify this to the authorities under which they have

hitherto worked, and request that the new province be recognised as such and that they be

released from obedience to other authority, as far as is necessary to enable them to subscribe to
the constitution of the new province, and (if so required) take the oath of canonical obedience to its

metropolitan. If this request be granted, the new province may then be formally constituted. The

proper procedure would be that the bishops and clergy should subscribe to its constitution and that

the bishops (if so required) should take the oath of canonical obedience to its metropolitan. The

metropolitan or presiding bishop should thereupon notify all metropolitans and presiding bishops in

the Anglican Communion of the formation of the province.
Resolution 55

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

Where the office of metropolitan is attached to a particular see, the other dioceses of the province

should have some effective voice in the election of a bishop to that see.
Resolution 56

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

a. The successive stages at which a newly founded diocese can be entrusted with greated

responsibility, whether for legislation and general government, or for the election of its

bishop, should be determined by the provincial authorities or the Archbishop of

Canterbury (as the case may be) in consultation with the bishop.

b. Where the appointment of a bishop still remains with the provincial authorities or the

Archbishop of Canterbury, it is generally desirable that the diocese should in some way be

consulted before such appointment is made.
Resolution 57

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

The Conference recognises with thankfulness the provincial organisation attained in Japan and

China, whereby the Nippon Sei Kokwai and the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui have become

constituent Churches of the Anglican Communion, and welcomes the Japanese and Chinese

bishops now present for the first time in the history of the Lambeth Conference as bishops of these

Churches.
Resolution 58

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

The Conference welcomes the measure of progress already made towards the formation of a

single province in East Africa.
Resolution 59

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

In view of differences of standard and qualification for Holy Orders demanded in various provinces,

the Conference considers the principle of discrimination involved in such regulations as the

Colonial Clergy Act to be legitimate, not only in England, but in any province which so desires.
Resolution 60

The Anglican Communion - Provincial Organisation

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a committee of persons

representing each Church concerned to confer with the Church of England Pensions Board on the

comprehensive scheme of reciprocal arrangements for clergy pensions which has been submitted

by the Board, so that such representatives may report thereon to their respective Churches.
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Resolution 16

Church Unity and the Church Universal - Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference reaffirms Resolution 74, passed by the Lambeth Conference 1948, regarding "A

Larger Episcopal Unity," and strongly recommends that within the next five years the Archbishop of

Canterbury should invite to a conference representative bishops from each province of the

Anglican Communion, together with representative bishops from each Church possessing the

historic episcopate with which Churches and provinces of the Anglican Communion are in full

communion or in a relation of intercommunion.
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Resolution 40

The Ministry - The Episcopate

The Conference affirms its opinion that all coadjutor, suffragan and full-time assistant bishops

should exercise every kind of episcopal function and have their place as bishops in the councils of

the Church.
Resolution 41

The Ministry - The Episcopate

The Conference recommends that the bishops, as leaders and representatives of a servant

Church, should radically examine the honours paid to them in the course of divine worship, in titles

and customary address, and in style of living, while having the necessary facilities for the efficient

carrying on of their work.
Resolution 43

The Ministry - The Thirty-Nine Articles

The Conference accepts the main conclusion of the Report of the Archbishops' Commission on

Christian Doctrine entitled "Subscription and Assent to the Thirty-nine Articles" (1968) and in

furtherance of its recommendation:

(a) suggests that each Church of our Communion consider whether the Articles need be

bound up with its Prayer Book;

(b) suggests to the Churches of the Anglican Communion that assent to the Thirty-nine

Articles be no longer required of ordinands;

(c) suggests that, when subscription is required to the Articles or other elements in the

Anglican tradition, it should be required, and given, only in the context of a statement

which gives the full range of our inheritance of faith and sets the Articles in their historical

context.

Voting: Adopted, with 37 dissentients.
Resolution 44

Relations with Other Churches - Renewal in Unity

The Conference recommends that the following affirmations be referred to each province for

consideration, as means of furthering renewal in unity.

(a) We believe that each bishop of the Anglican Communion should ask himself how seriously he

takes the suggestion of the Lund Conference on Faith and Order that we should do together

everything which conscience does not compel us to do separately. To do so immediately raises

the need to review Church structures (conduct of synods, budgets, areas of jurisdiction, etc.) to

see where they can be altered to foster rather than hinder co-operation. It involves giving

encouragement in this direction to all whom we can influence. It involves also the exploration of

"responsible experiment" so that ecumenical work beyond the present limits of constitutional

provision is encouraged to keep in touch with the common mind of the Church and not tempted to

break away.

(b) We believe that prior attention in ecumenical life and action should be given to the local level,

and point to local ecumenical action as the most direct way of bringing together the whole

Christian community in any area.

(c) We believe that as ecumenical work develops in local, national, and regional areas the need

becomes more apparent for an ecumenical forum on the widest possible scale. We therefore

endorse the hope expressed at the Uppsala Assembly that "the members of the World Council of

Churches, committed to each other, should work for the time when a genuinely universal council

may once more speak for all Christians." Our interim confessional and ecumenical organisations

should be tested by their capacity to lead in this direction.

(d) We believe that areas in which little ecumenical activity is at present possible have a claim

upon the encouragement and support of the more strongly established areas, which should make

provision of time and money to maintain fellowship with them.
Resolution 62

The Role of the Anglican Communion - The Anglican Presence in Geneva

The Conference recommends that the Anglican presence in Geneva should be strengthened, and

that the Lambeth Consultative Body (or its successor) should take appropriate steps to effect this.
Resolution 63

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Parallel Jurisdictions

The Conference deplores the existence of parallel Anglican jurisdictions in Europe and other

areas, and recommends that the Lambeth Consultative Body (or its successor) should give early

attention to the problems involved. The Conference recommends that, in any such area where

there exists a Church with which we are in full communion, that Church should participate in the

consultations.
Resolution 64

The Role of the Anglican Communion - The Anglican Presence in Latin America

The Conference records its conviction that, in the light of the growing importance of Latin America

and the rapid social, economic, political, and religious changes there taking place, there is an

urgent need for an increasing Christian witness and involvement in which the Anglican Churches

must make their unique and full contribution.

The Conference rejoices in the growth and indigenisation of Anglican witness in Latin America

since Lambeth 1958 and in the increased participation and awareness of some parts of the

Anglican Communion, and hopes that this participation and interest will extend to the whole

Anglican Communion.

The Conference recommends that the member Churches of the Anglican Communion should

place prominent emphasis upon Latin America in their missionary education, their prayers, and

their commitment to the world mission, as outlined in the document entitled "The Anglican

Communion and Latin America."
Resolution 65

The Role of the Anglican Communion - General Episcopal Consultation

The Conference recommends:

(a) That a General Episcopal Consultation (drawn from many countries) be held in the near future,

and expresses the hope that the Archbishop of Canterbury will take the initiative in sending

invitations primarily to those Churches which are in full or partial communion with the See of

Canterbury or with other provinces of the Anglican Communion.

(b) That Regional Episcopal Consultations should be held on a wider basis of representation than

that suggested for the General Episcopal Consultation, under such local auspices and

arrangements as seem appropriate and helpful in each region.
Resolution 66

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Inter-Anglican Structures

The Conference approves the recommendations listed under the general heading "Inter-Anglican

Structures" in the Report of Section III.
Resolution 67

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Mutual Responsibility and Interdependence

(a) The Conference records its gratitude for the concept of mutual responsibility and

interdependence in the Body of Christ, and for the renewed sense of responsibility for each other

which it has created within our Communion.

(b) The Conference believes that a developing MRI has a vital contribution to make to our

relationships within the whole Church of God. It therefore summons our Churches to a deeper

commitment to Christ's mission through a wide partnership of prayer, by sharing sacrificially and

effectively their manpower and money, and by a readiness to learn from each other.

(c) The Conference urges that serious attention be paid to the need for co-operation, at every level

of Anglican and ecumenical life, in the planning, implementing, and review of all work undertaken,

along the line set out in the Report of Section III.

(d) The Conference believes that the time has come for a reappraisal of the policies, methods, and

areas of responsibility of the Anglican Communion in discharging its share of the mission of Christ

and that there is a need for a renewed sense of urgency.
Resolution 68

The Role of the Anglican Communion - Budgets

The Conference approves the approximate budgets for 1969, 1970 and 1971 submitted by the ad

hoc finance committee and asks the member Churches to support this Central Budget according to

the present tables of apportionment.
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Resolution 11

Issues Concerning the Whole Anglican Communion

The Conference advises member Churches not to take action regarding issues which are of

concern to the whole Anglican Communion without consultation with a Lambeth Conference or

with the episcopate through the Primates Committee, and requests the Primates to inititate a study

of the nature of authority within the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 12

Anglican Conferences, Councils and Meetings

The Conference asks the Archbishop of Canterbury, as President of the Lambeth Conference and

President of the Anglican Consultative Council, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion,

within one year to initiate consideration of the way to relate together the international conferences,

councils, and meetings within the Anglican Communion so that the Anglican Communion may best

serve God within the context of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
Resolution 13

Lambeth Conferences

In order that the guardianship of the faith may be exercised as a collegial responsibility of the

whole episcopate, the Conference affirms the need for Anglican bishops from every diocese to

meet together in the tradition of the Lambeth Conference and recommends that the calling of any

future Conference should continue to be the responsibility of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and

that he should be requested to make his decision in consultation with the other Primates. While

recognising the great value which many set on the link with Canterbury, we believe that a

Conference could well be held in some other province.
Resolution 14

The Wider Episcopal Fellowship

The Conference requests the Archbishop of Canterbury: 1. in consultation with the Primates, to

convene a meeting of Anglican bishops with bishops of Churches in which Anglicans have united

with other Christians, and bishops from those Churches which are in full communion with Anglican

Churches; and to discuss with them how bishops from these Churches could best play their part in

future Lambeth Conferences; 2. to recognise the deep conviction of this Lambeth Conference that

the expressed desire of both the Lusitanian and Spanish Reformed Churches to become fully

integrated members of the Anglican Communion should receive both a warm and a positive

response.
Resolution 25

An Anglican Doctrinal Commission

The Conference endorses the proposal suggested in Resolution 8 of the third (Trinidad, 1976)

meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council, to set up an inter-Anglican theological and doctrinal

advisory commission, and asks the Standing Committee of the ACC to establish the commission

with the advice of the primates, and the primates and provinces, by whatever means they feel

best, to review its work after a period of not more than five years.
Resolution 26

An Association of French-speaking Dioceses

The Conference gives thanks to God for the special role and witness of the French-speaking

dioceses of our Communion. We learned with deep interest of the emergence of a Frenchspeaking

province in Central Africa. We recognise the special difficulties of French-speaking

dioceses in communication, in the production of literature, and in training for the ministry. We call

for the active encouragement, under the Partners in Mission scheme, for all forms of support from

the dioceses of our Communion to French-speaking provinces and dioceses.
Resolution 27

Service in the World-wide Church

The Conference requests that in order to encourage world-wide service by the clergy and lay

servants of the Church, all member Churches be asked to make adequate provision for the future

service of those returning to their home province after a term of duty elsewhere, and also to ensure

that ultimate retirement and other relevant provisions are fully protected, either in their home

country or in the country of service.
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Resolution 1

The ordination or consecration of women to the episcopate

This Conference resolves:

1 That each province respect the decision and attitudes of other provinces in the ordination or

consecration of women to the episcopate, without such respect necessarily indicating acceptance

of the principles involved, maintaining the highest possible degree of communion with the

provinces which differ.

2 That bishops exercise courtesy and maintain communications with bishops who may differ, and

with any woman bishop, ensuring an open dialogue in the Church to whatever extent communion

is impaired.

3 That the Archbishop of Canterbury, in consultation with the primates, appoints a commission:

a) to provide for an examination of the relationships between provinces of the Anglican

Communion and ensure that the process of reception includes continuing consultation with other

Churches as well; b) to monitor and encourage the process of consultation within the Communion

and to offer further pastoral guidelines.

4 That in any province where reconciliation on these issues is necessary, any diocesan bishop

facing this problem be encouraged to seek continuing dialogue with, and make pastoral provision

for, those clergy and congregations whose opinions differ from those of the bishop, in order to

maintain the unity of the diocese.

5 Recognises the serious hurt which would result from the questioning by some of the validity of

the episcopal acts of a woman bishop, and likewise the hurt experienced by those whose

conscience would be offended by the ordination of a woman to the episcopate. The Church needs

to exercise sensitivity, patience and pastoral care towards all concerned.

Voting: For 423; Against 28; Abstentions 19.
Resolution 18

The Anglican Communion: Identity and Authority

This Conference:

1. Resolves that the new Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission (or a specially

appointed inter-Anglican commission) be asked to undertake as a matter of urgency a further

exploration of the meaning and nature of communion; with particular reference to the doctrine of

the Trinity, the unity and order of the Church, and the unity and community of humanity.
2.(a) Urges that encouragement be given to a developing collegial role for the Primates Meeting

under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates Meeting is able to

exercise an enhanced responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters.

(b) Recommends that in the appointment of any future Archbishop of Canterbury, the Crown

Appointments Commission be asked to bring the Primates of the Communion into the process of

consultation.

3. Resolves that the Lambeth Conference as a conference of bishops of the Anglican Communion

should continue in the future, at appropriate intervals.

4. Recommends that regional conferences of the Anglican Communion should meet between

Lambeth Conferences as and when the region concerned believes it to be appropriate; and in the

event of these regional conferences being called, it should be open to the region concerned to

make them representative of clergy and laity as well as bishops.

5. Recommends that the ACC continue to fulfil the functions defined in its Constitution (developed

as a consequence of Resolution 69 of the 1968 Lambeth Conference) and affirmed by the

evaluation process reported to ACC-6 (see "Bonds of Affection," pp 23-27); in particular to

continue its consultative, advisory, liaison and communication roles within the Communion (and to

do so in close co-operation with the Primates Meeting).

6. Requests the Archbishop of Canterbury, with all the Primates of the Anglican Communion, to

appoint an advisory body on Prayer Books of the Anglican Communion. The body should be

entrusted with the task of offering encouragement, support and advice to Churches of the

Communion in their work of liturgical revision as well as facilitating mutual consultation concerning,

and review of, their Prayer Books as they are developed with a view to ensuring:

(a) the public reading of the Scriptures in a language understood by the people and instruction of

the whole people of God in the scriptural faith by means of sermons and catechisms; (b) the use of

the two sacraments ordained by Christ, Baptism with water in the threefold name, and Holy

Communion with bread and wine and explicit intention to obey our Lord's command; (c) the use of

forms of episcopal ordination to each of the three orders by prayer with the laying-on of hands; (d)

the public recitation and teaching of the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds; and (e) the use of other

liturgical expressions of unity in faith and life by which the whole people of God is nurtured and

upheld, with continuing awareness of ecumenical liturgical developments.

Primates' Meeting Anglican Consultative Council On 1 above: If there is the possibility of ordination

of women bishops in some provinces, it will throw into sharper focus the present impaired nature of

communion. It is a matter of urgency that we have a further theological enquiry into and reflection

on the meaning of communion in a trinitarian context for the Anglican Communion. Such an

enquiry should relate to ecumenical discussions exploring similar issues. This, more than

structures, will provide a theological framework in which differences can be handled.

On 2 above: We see an enhanced role for the Primates as a key to growth of inter-dependence

within the Communion. We do not see any inter-Anglican jurisdiction as possible or desirable; an

inter-Anglican synodical structure would be virtually unworkable and highly expensive. A collegial

role for the Primates by contrast could easily be developed, and their collective judgement and

advice would carry considerable weight.

If this is so, it is neither improper nor out of place to suggest that part of the consultative process

prior to the appointment of a future Archbishop of Canterbury should be in consultation with the

Primates.

On 3 above: We are convinced that there is considerable value in the bishops of the Anglican

Communion meeting as bishops, both in terms of mutual understanding and as an effective agent

of interdependence.

On 4 above: Regional issues need regional solutions. Regional conferences can also provide for

wider representation.

On 5 above: We value the present work of the ACC. We do not see, however, that it ought to move

beyond its present advisory role.

On 6 above: Concern for how the Church celebrates the sacraments of unity and with what

consequences is a central expression of episcopal care and pastoral oversight in the Church of

God. As bishops of the Anglican Communion we have a particular responsibility for securing those

elements in worship which nurture our identity and unity in Christ and which therefore have an

authority for us as Anglicans. (A parallel but significantly different resolution has been proposed by

the Anglican Consultative Council: Resolution 12 of ACC-7.) (See further paras 113-152 of the

Report on "Dogmatic and Pastoral Concerns.")
Resolution 46

Ministry of all Bishops

This Conference resolves that each province re-examine the position and work of all bishops

active in full-time diocesan work, including those known in various provinces as suffragan,

assistant, assisting, area or regional bishops, to ensure that all bishops have a true episcope of

jurisdiction and pastoral care and are seen as belonging fully to the local college of bishops.
Resolution 46A

Ministry of all Bishops

This Conference resolves that each province re-examine the principle that all bishops active in fulltime

diocesan work be made full members, with seat, voice and vote, of all provincial, national and

international gatherings of Anglican bishops.
Resolution 47

Liturgical Freedom

This Conference resolves that each province should be free, subject to essential universal

Anglican norms of worship, and to a valuing of traditional liturgical materials, to seek that

expression of worship which is appropriate to its Christian people in their cultural context.
Resolution 51

Election and Retirement of Bishops and Archbishops

This Conference:

1. Urges all provinces to ensure that their provincial provisions for election and retirement of

bishops and archbishops are unambiguous and are adhered to.

2. Recommends that, where problems arise regarding implementation of such provisions, and

such problems cannot be solved at the provincial level, the regional conferences of Primates

should be called upon to advise, and if such conferences fail to solve the problem, the matter is

referred to the Meeting of the Primates of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution 52

Primates Meeting and ACC

This Conference requests the Primates Meeting and the Anglican Consultative Council to give

urgent attention to implementing the hope expressed at Lambeth 1978 (and as confirmed by

recent provincial responses) that both bodies would work in the very closest contact.
Resolution 54

Inter-Anglican Budget

This Conference, recognising that there is a common secretariat for meetings of the Primates, the

Lambeth Conference, and the ACC, endorses the concept of an inter-Anglican budget and

requests the ACC to consult with the provinces about the best way in which this is to be achieved.

Resolution 34 of ACC-7 asks for a response from the Lambeth Conference on the subject of an

inter-Anglican budget about which provinces are being consulted. In addition resolutions will be

passed by the Lambeth Conference which have financial consequences and it is desirable to

remind the Conference that when they ask for work to be done the consequential bill falls upon the

provinces.
Resolution 58

Civic and Land Rights for Indigenous People of the Americas

This Conference supports all efforts being made for the procuring of land and civic rights for native

indigenous people of the Americas, specially in the light of the forthcoming celebrations of the

500th anniversary of the arrival of Columbus in the New World in 1992.

In 1992 a great celebration is being proposed to commemorate the arrival of Europeans and their

culture, specially the Spanish conquest. That arrival meant the destruction of many indigenous

cultures and peoples as the Spanish, British, French, Portuguese and Dutch colonisers arrived.

Efforts are being made to highlight this suffering. Traditionally Anglicans have taken the side of the

Indians throughout the Americas and a lot of our work has been to improve their lot.

This Resolution is backed by: The Primate of the Southern Cone of South America, The Bishop of

Honduras (ECUSA), The Bishop of Guatemala (ECUSA), The Bishop of Western Mexico

(ECUSA), The Bishop of South Dakota (ECUSA), The Right Revd Robert Townshend, Suffragan

Bishop of Huron (Canada), The Primate of Brazil, and the Right Revd Martiniano Garcia-Montiel,

Suffragan Bishop of South and Central Mexico (ECUSA).
Resolution 59

Extra-provincial Dioceses

This Conference requests the Primates Meeting and ACC to give urgent consideration to the

situation of the extra-provincial dioceses, that they may be fully part of the structures of the

Anglican Communion.
Resolution 60

Recognition of Saints

This Conference:

1. welcomes the proposal by Africa Region that the Anglican Communion should recognise men

and women who have lived godly lives as saints by including them in the calendars of the

Churches for remembrance; and

2. recommends that the Anglican Consultative Council discusses this matter and advises the

provinces on the procedure to follow in recognition of such saints.
Resolution 66

Handbook of Anglican Sources

This Conference encourages the publication of the proposed handbook of Anglican sources, which

will reflect the catholicity of our tradition from the beginning and the concerns of the world-wide

Anglican Communion today.

Plans are in hand for SPCK to publish such a handbook*, to be edited by J. Robert Wright and

G.R. Evans, with a consultative editorial board drawn from the Anglican provinces. It will involve no

cost to the Church. It will be useful for encouraging understanding of Anglicanism, both among

Anglicans and people of other traditions.

*["The Anglican Tradition" (SPCK, 1991)]
Resolution 69

Admission to Communion

This Conference requests all provinces to consider the theological and pastoral issues involved in

the admission of those baptized but unconfirmed to communion (as set out in the Report of ACC-

7), and to report their findings to the ACC.

This Resolution does what ACC-7 expected to be done, and is in line with a draft statement from

"Mission and Ministry." Whilst it comes as a private member's Resolution, it comes with the

goodwill of the "Mission and Ministry" Section.
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iv. that such meetings should open out into attempts to meet and hear young people

who have not yet been touched by the Gospel;

v. that teams of adults and young people in as many congregations as possible be

trained for holistic ministry to young people outside the church, so as to speak of

God's love in Christ in ways that can be heard, and that Christian young people

be equipped, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for service in Church and

Community;

vi. that young people should be helped to find or maintain their spiritual home in the

Anglican Church by giving particular attention to matters of liturgy including the

use of music and silence; and

vii. That urgent consideration be given to how best international Anglican networks of

young people may be strengthened and serviced by the structures of the

Communion.
Resolution III.2

The unity of the Anglican Communion

This Conference, committed to maintaining the overall unity of the Anglican Communion, including

the unity of each diocese under the jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop,

a. believes such unity is essential to the overall effectiveness of the Church's mission to

bring the Gospel of Christ to all people;

b. for the purpose of maintaining this unity, calls upon the provinces of the Communion to

uphold the principle of 'Open Reception' as it relates to the ordination of women to the

priesthood as indicated by the Eames Commission; noting that "reception is a long and

spiritual process." (Grindrod Report);

c. in particular calls upon the provinces of the Communion to affirm that those who dissent

from, as well as those who assent to, the ordination of women to the priesthood and

eiscopate are both loyal Anglicans;

d. therefore calls upon the Provinces of the Communion to make such provision, including

appropriate episcopal ministry, as will enable them to live in the highest degree of

Communion possible, recognising that there is and should be no compulsion on any

bishop in matters concerning ordination or licensing;

e. also affirms that "although some of the means by which communion is expressed may be

strained or broken, there is a need for courtesy, tolerance, mutual respect, and prayer for

one another, and we confirm that our desire to know or be with one another, remains

binding on us as Christians". (Eames, p.119).
Resolution III.6

Instruments of the Anglican Communion

This Conference, noting the need to strengthen mutual accountability and interdependence among

the Provinces of the Anglican Communion,

a. reaffirms Resolution 18.2(a) of Lambeth 1988 which "urges that encouragement be given

to a developing collegial role for the Primates' Meeting under the presidency of the

Archbishop of Canterbury, so that the Primates' Meeting is able to exercise an enhanced

responsibility in offering guidance on doctrinal, moral and pastoral matters";

b. asks that the Primates' Meeting, under the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury,

include among its responsibilities positive encouragement to mission, intervention in

cases of exceptional emergency which are incapable of internal resolution within

provinces, and giving of guidelines on the limits of Anglican diversity in submission to the

sovereign authority of Holy Scripture and in loyalty to our Anglican tradition and

formularies;

c. recommends that these responsibilities should be exercised in sensitive consultation with

the relevant provinces and with the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) or in cases of

emergency the Executive of the ACC and that, while not interfering with the juridical

authority of the provinces, the exercise of these responsibilities by the Primates' Meeting

should carry moral authority calling for ready acceptance throughout the Communion, and

to this end it is further recommended that the Primates should meet more frequently than

the ACC;

d. believing that there should be a clearer integration of the roles of the Anglican

Consultative Council and the Primates' Meeting, recommends that the bishops

representing each province in the Anglican Consultative Council should be the primates of

the provinces and that -

i. equal representation in the ACC from each province, one presbyter or deacon

and one lay person from each province should join the primates in the triennial

ACC gathering;

ii. an executive committee of the ACC should be reflective of this broad

membership, and;

iii. there should be a change in the name of the Anglican Consultative Council to the

Anglican Communion Council, reflecting the evolving needs and structures to

which the foregoing changes speak;

e. reaffirms the role of the Archbishop of Canterbury as a personal sign of our unity and

communion, and the role of the decennial Lambeth Conference and of extraordinary

Anglican Congresses as called, together with inter-provincial gatherings and crossprovincial

diocesan partnerships, as collegial and communal signs of the unity of our

Communion.
Resolution III.8

The Virginia Report

This Conference

a. welcomes the 1997 Report of the Inter Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission

(The Virginia Report) as a helpful statement of the characteristics of our Communion;

b. recognises that the report, the fruit if ten years of careful work accomplished since the

12th Lambeth Conference, identifies and explores important questions about unity,

interdependence and mutual accountability in the Anglican Communion;

c. commends its discussion of our Trinitarian faith as the basis of our koinonia and

interdependence, while recommending the need for further work to be done with respect

to the report's discussion of reason in relation to the primacy of Holy Scripture;

d. affirms that the Churches of our Anglican Communion are joined in the communion of God

through Our Lord Jesus Christ by the gracious power of the Holy Spirit, celebrating the

fact that our communion together is maintained in the life and truth of Christ by the gift to

us of the Holy Scriptures, the Apostles and Nicene Creeds, the sacraments of Baptism

and Eucharist, and the historic episcopate, and commending the fundamental importance

of these to the consideration of our partners in ecumenical dialogue;

e. values the instruments of Anglican unity as they are described in the Virginia Report, the

Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Conference, the Anglican Consultative Council,

and the meeting of Primates;

f. values and discerns the Church to be held in koinonia by our liturgical tradition and

common patterns of worship, by prayer and the communion of the saints, the witness of

the heroes and heroines of our history, the sharing of the stories of our faith, and by our

interdependence through exchanges of friendship between our dioceses and by service to

others in the name of Christ;

g. calls upon member Churches and the ACC in the next decade to facilitate the sharing of

resources of theological education and training in ministry and to promote exchanges

amongst the theological colleges and seminaries of our Communion so as to minister to a

deepening unity of heart and mind;

h. requests the Primates to initiate and monitor a decade of study in each province on the

report, and in particular on "whether effective communion, at all levels, does not require

appropriate instruments, with due safeguards, not only for legislation, but also for
oversight" (para. 5.20) as well as on the issue of a universal ministry in the service if

Christian unity( cf. Agros Report, para. 162, and the Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul

II, Ut unum sint 96);

i. requests that this study should include consideration of the ecumenical implications

involved and that the Primates should make specific recommendations for the

development of instruments of communion not later than the 14th Lambeth Conference.
Resolution IV.2

The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral

This Conference:

a. reaffirms the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral (1888) as a basis on which Anglicans seek

the full, visible unity of the Church, and also recognises it as a statement of Anglican unity

and identity;

b. acknowledges that ecumenical dialogues and experience have led to a developing

understanding of each of the elements of the Quadrilateral, including the significance of

apostolicity, pastoral oversight (episcope), the office of bishop and the historic episcopate;

and

c. commends continuing reflection upon the Quadrilateral's contribution to the search for the

full, visible unity of the Church, and in particular the role within visible unity of a common

ministry of oversight exercised in personal, collegial and communal ways at every level.
Resolution IV.11

'Continuing' Churches

This Conference:

a. believes that important questions are posed by the emergence of groups who call

themselves 'continuing Anglican Churches' which have separated from the Anglican

Communion in recent years; and

b. asks the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Primates' Meeting to consider how best to

initiate and maintain dialogue with such groups with a view to the reconciliation of all who

own the Anglican tradition.
Resolution IV.13

Unity within Provinces of the Anglican Communion

This Conference:

a. notes with gratitude the ministry of support which the Archbishop of Canterbury has been

able to give in Sudan and Rwanda, and recognises that he is called upon to render

assistance from time to time in a variety of situations;

b. in view of the very grave difficulties encountered in the internal affairs of some Provinces

of the Communion, invites the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint a Commission to

make recommendations to the Primates and the Anglican Consultative Council, as to the

exceptional circumstances and conditions under which, and the means by which, it would

be appropriate for him to exercise an extra-ordinary ministry of episcope (pastoral

oversight), support and reconciliation with regard to the internal affairs of a Province other

than his own for the sake of maintaining communion within the said Province and between

the said Province and the rest of the Anglican Communion.
Resolution V.4

On Transformation and Renewal

This Conference:

a. noting that while Lambeth 1988 called for a Decade of Evangelism during which we have

witnessed welcome changes in the world and enhanced efforts to share the Gospel of

Christ many other injustices still disfigure our world and challenge our commitment to

share the love of God;

b. therefore calls our Church to build on what has been achieved in the Decade of

Evangelism by working for a transformed humanity, transformed cultures, a transformed

mission for the Church, and transformed relationships with other Christian communities.

This will require a fair sharing of God's resources of personnel and funds.

c. proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, forgiveness through the cross of Christ

and deliverance from the power of Satan, will seek:

i. Spiritual renewal of God's people;

ii. Transformation in the lives of children and youth, who form most of our growing

churches;

iii. Transformation in the relations between ethnic groups and the nations;

iv. Transformation in Christian relations with Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and other

religions
True freedom of religion

  Study of the history of other major religions including Islam/Christian

relations

  Assistance for converts from Islam and other religions

  Support of new Dioceses within the Anglican Communion

v. Transformation in our churches, in our worship and in our proper use of

Scriptures.
Resolution V.11

Millennium Logo

This Conference requests the Anglican Consultative Council to consider developing a logotype for

the Anglican Communion that will focus on the birth of Jesus Christ in order to celebrate the

Millennium.
