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Josephus Explaining Angels Visit to Sodom

1.  About this time the Sodomites grew proud, on account of their riches and great wealth: they became unjust towards men, and impious towards God, insomuch that they did not call to mind the advantages they received from him: they hated strangers, and abused themselves with Sodomitical practices.  God was therefore much displeased at them.

3.  Now when the Sodomites saw the young men to be of beautiful countenances, and this to an extraordinary degree, and that they took up their lodgings with Lot, they resolved themselves to enjoy these beautiful boys by force and violence; and when Lot exhorted them to sobriety, and not to offer any thing immodest to the strangers, but to have regard to their lodging in his house; and promised, that if their inclinations could not be governed, he would expose his daughters to their lust, instead of these strangers – neither thus were they made ashamed.

4.  But God was much displeased at their impudent behaviour, so that he both smote those men with blindness, and condemned the Sodomites to universal destruction.  But Lot, upon God’s informing him of the future destruction of the Sodomites, went away, taking with him his wife and daughters, who were two, and still virgins; for those that were betrothed to them were above the thoughts of going, and deemed that Lot’s words were trifling.  God then cast a thunderbolt upon the city, and set it on fire with its inhabitants; and laid waste the country with the like burning, as I formerly said when I wrote the Jewish war.  But Lot’s wife continually turning back to view the city as she went from it, and being too nicely inquisitive what would become of it, although God had forbidden her so to do, was changed into a pillar of salt;
 for I have seen it, and it remains at this day.
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25.  But, then, what are our laws about marriage?  That law owns no other mixture of sexes but that which nature hath appointed, of a man with his wife, and that this be used only for the procreation of children.  But it abhors the mixture of a male with a male; and if any one do that, death is his punishment.  It commands us also, when we marry, not to have regard to portion, nor to take a woman by violence, nor to persuade her deceitfully and knavishly; but demand her in marriage of him who hath power to dispose of her, and is fit to give her away by the nearness of his kindred; for, saith the Scripture, “A woman is inferior to her husband in all things.”
*  Let her, therefore, be obedient to him; not so that he should abuse her, but that she may acknowledge her duty to her husband; for God hath given the authority to the husband.  A husband, therefore, is to lie only with his wife whom he hath married; but to have to do with another man’s wife is a wicked thing; which, if any one venture upon, death is inevitably his punishment: no more can he avoid the same who forces a virgin betrothed to another man, or entices another man’s wife.  The law, moreover, enjoins us to bring up all our offspring, and forbids women to cause abortion of what is begotten, or to destroy it afterward; and if any woman appears to have done so, she will be a murderer of her child, by destroying a living creature, and diminishing human kind; if any one, therefore, proceeds to such fornication, or murder, he cannot be clean.  Moreover, the law enjoins that after the man and wife have lain together in a regular way they shall bathe themselves; for there is a defilement contracted thereby, both in soul and body, as if they had gone into another country; for indeed the soul, by being united to the body, is subject to miseries, and is not freed therefrom again but by death; on which account, the law requires this purification to be entirely performed.

31.  Now, the greatest part of offences with us are capital – as if any one be guilty of adultery; if any one force a virgin; if any one be so impudent as to attempt sodomy with a male; or if, upon another’s making an attempt upon him, he submits to be so used.
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Apollonius had imitated all the Persian institutions, and that by his offering violence to other men’s wives, and castrating his own sons.  Now, with us, it is a capital crime, if any one does thus abuse even a brute beast; and as for us, neither hath the fear of our governors, nor a desire of following what other nations have in so great esteem, been able to withdraw us from our laws; nor have we exerted our courage in raising up wars to increase our wealth, but only for the observation of our laws; and when we with patience bear other losses, yet when any persons would compel us to break our laws, then it is that we choose to go to war, though it be beyond our ability to pursue it, and bear the greatest calamities to the last with much fortitude; and indeed, what reason can there be why we should desire to imitate the laws of other nations, while we see they are not observed by their own legislators?  And why do not the Lacedemonians think of abolishing that form of their government which suffers them not to associate with any others, as well as their contempt of matrimony?  And why do not the Eleans and Thebans abolish that unnatural and impudent lust, which makes them lie with males?  For they will not shew a sufficient sign of their repentance of what they of old thought to be very excellent, and very advantageous in their practices, unless they entirely avoid all such actions for the time to come: nay, such things are inserted into the body of their laws, and had once such a power among the Greeks, that they ascribed these sodomitical practices to the gods themselves, as part of their good character; and indeed it was according to the same manner that the gods married their own sisters.  This the Greeks contrived as an apology for their own absurd and unnatural pleasures.
� Flavius Josephus (lived 37 – 100 A.D.), Antiquity of the Jews: Chapter XI: “How God Overthrew the Nation of the Sodomites, Out of His Wrath Against Them for Their Sins”  (93 or 94 A.D.), in The Complete Works of Josephus, William Whiston (translator) (1737), Enlarged-type Edition / Illustrated, pages 34 – 35, Kregel Publications (1981)


� Editor or Translator note: This pillar of salt was, we see here, standing in the days of Josephus; and he had seen it.  That it was standing then, is also attested by Clement of Rome, contemporary with Josephus; as also that it was so in the next century, is attested by Irenaeus, with the addition of an hypothesis, how it came to last so long, with all its members entire.


� Flavius Josephus (lived 37 – 100 A.D.), Antiquity of the Jews: Flavius Josephus Against Apion, Book II (93 or 94 A.D.), in The Complete Works of Josephus, William Whiston (translator) (1737), Enlarged-type Edition / Illustrated, page 632, Kregel Publications (1981)


� Editor or Translator note: This text is nowhere in our present copies of the Old Testament.


� Flavius Josephus (lived 37 – 100 A.D.), Antiquity of the Jews: Flavius Josephus Against Apion, Book II (93 or 94 A.D.), in The Complete Works of Josephus, William Whiston (translator) (1737), Enlarged-type Edition / Illustrated, page 635, Kregel Publications (1981)





Curtis Caldwell

21 April 2007


