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Introduction

This is a brief study about Apostolic Succession.  Apostolic succession is an example of a “trust network”.

This study was derived from searching the New Testament and works of some of the early Ancient Fathers.  Sections titled “Holy Scripture” and “Ancient Fathers” are quotations extracted without comment from these sources.  These are accompanied with reference citations.  It is recommended that these be read first before continuing with the introduction and paraphrases that precede them in this report.

How do we know what we know, and how do we know it is true?  Some people know these questions by the word “epistemology”.

People who study philosophy, history, sociology, psychology, theology, as well as scientists and engineers, and others, spend a large amount of time trying to answer these questions.  The topic of this study is a small subset of these larger questions.

Mathematicians craft systems of logic.  Scientists observe, experiment, and systematize.  History is recorded, preserved, and interpreted, with care to discriminate between events as they actually occurred and the imaginations of the initial recorders.  For future generations, we record what we have learned, identify our sources, and explain our logic.  It is permissible for a later generation to craft different systems of logic, make new observations, conduct new experiments, and interpret past events in the light of new or more broadly considered history.

Like history, divine revelation must be accurately recorded and preserved.  In addition, the proper interpretation and application of divine revelation is crucial.

As children, we are given a first lesson in epistemology.  “Jesus loves us, this I know, for the Bible tells us so.” Churches are now challenging this epistemology.  Anglicans and Catholics have historically considered tradition and reason important along side Scripture in understanding the mind of God.  A great struggle of the Reformation was the proper order and balance in considering these sources of wisdom.  There was a time after Jesus ascended when the New Testament did not exist.  How do we know what is true?  The answer is Apostolic Succession.

Apostolic Succession

Even by 120 A.D., the Ancient Fathers were already concerned about documenting the succession of bishops and priests.

While the Bible contains all knowledge that is necessary and sufficient for salvation, it does not contain a complete record of all that Jesus said and did.  After His resurrection, even Jesus considered it necessary to interpret to His disciples what was written in the Scriptures of His day, which we now call the Old Testament or the Hebrew Testament.  These lessons are only preserved through faithful transmission by those who were first-hand witnesses, and by their students in the faith.

A necessary condition for the principle of succession to work is that the truth being certified initially will continue to be true in the future.  At most, succession can only assert that a statement was true at the time it was initially received.  Thus, Truth itself must be constant for the principle of succession to be valid.  St. Augustin remarks in his Sermons On Selected Lessons Of The New Testament, Sermon 69, on the Gospel according to John, Chapter 1, that Jesus is eternal and unchanging.  This is essential.

If Truth is not constant, then Apostolic Succession is meaningless.

If Truth is constant, then faithful Apostolic Succession is sufficient.

Knowing the succession of bishops was necessary to determine the pedigree of knowledge that each bishop had of personally knowing Jesus, and their trustworthiness

· to preserve, faithfully transmit and interpret their experience, oral history, and traditions, and

· to create, collect, analyze, copy, preserve, store, faithfully transmit, and interpret sacred writings that eventually became our Bible.

This was a conscious decision right from the beginning.

Documenting the succession of bishops became evidence of which lines of succession were orthodox, and which were heretical.

A trick question sometimes used today to determine the theological position of an individual is: “Who gave us the Bible, God or the Church?”  I had not thought about this question before being asked the first time, and answered “the Church”, because that is the immediate truth.  A better answer is:  “God inspired the writing of the Holy Scriptures, and the Church performed the task under guidance of the Holy Spirit of recognizing which of the many candidate writings constituted Holy Scripture (defining the canon of Holy Scripture).”  The Church further performed the task of safeguarding writings from extinction, publishing, translating into each age’s modern language, or teaching the ancient original or intermediate languages, developing a method of reading and consistent understanding, and application to problems of the day.  God used the Church in the editorial process to produce the canonical texts.  The authoritative version of a text is its form as of the time of being accepted into the canon.  That was God’s final inspired edition.

Succession in Academia

Academic scholars consider the principle of succession important.

Apostolic Succession is similar to Mathematical Induction.  If a writing is considered true at some point in time, and each successor custodian accepts the certification of the previous custodian (the inductive step), then the writing is considered true as long as the succession continues.

In academia, peer reviewed journals perform a function similar to scripture.  Scholars do not have the time to rediscover all truths they need in order to make progress in their own research.  They build their knowledge on the shoulders of previous work.  Literature in prestigious peer reviewed journals are of better pedigree than new journals and vanity publications.  Most professionals will accept as valid the citation of an article by a scholar known for carefulness and correctness that is published in such a journal.  While a legion of authors are frustrated that their good articles did not get published, the stature of articles that did survive is maintained.  While the community of academics that know each other changes (fairly rapidly) over historical time, and the personal reputation of only a few survive a generation of scholars, their published articles continue to be accepted unless later proven flawed.

The stature of professors, and of editors that collect, publish, translate, and archive, perform a function similar to apostolic succession.  While only publishing houses are likely to maintain a list of successive editors, people in academia place their trust in the assumption that editors are selected with care, and articles that survive the review process are without error.

Intellectual genealogies are constructed to trace the history of ideas and methods of gaining insight.

Modern mathematicians proudly (with some justification) refer to Erdos numbers.  Paul Erdos (pronounced “Er-dish”) was a famous modern itinerant mathematician.  People who coauthored a paper with Erdos are assigned an Erdos number of 1.  A person who coauthored a paper with someone who has an Erdos number of 1 is assigned an Erdos number of 2. Etc.  See http://mathworld.wolfram.com/ErdosNumber.html 

There is a great effort to construct a mathematical genealogy by documenting which mathematician was trained by another mathematician.  It is fascinating to observe occasional sequences of one brilliant scholar having been trained by another brilliant scholar.  See http://genealogy.impa.br/

Academic genealogy projects are gaining popularity.  One for high energy physics can be found at  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genealogy_of_theoretical_physicists 

Trust Networks Outside of Academia

Pharmacy

We use trust networks in other areas of our lives, such as acquisition of medications.  We rely on the knowledge, skill, and integrity of a pharmacist to acquire, compound, and dispense accurately the medications prescribed by a physician.  If you find unmarked pills of unknown origin and take them to a pharmacist for identification, you might get an educated guess based on the container, appearance of the size and shape of the pill, known medical history of the patient, and the circumstances of discovery of the pills, but you will not then administer the pills to the patient.  Identification is useful for understanding anomalies in the patient’s condition, but not sufficient for establishing confidence needed to use the pills.  The pills are disposed of.  If the pills are really needed, a physician can again prescribe the pills, and a registered pharmacist may dispense them, which is the guarantee you have the right pills, in the right amounts and purity.

Communications

Trust networks are important in private communications and in remote financial transactions.  The field of cryptology has a long history of usefulness in increasing the likelihood that a message path is not interrupted, that a handler of the message has not made an unauthorized alteration, that the information content of the message is recoverable by the intended recipient, that the sender is who they claim to be, that a message is received by the person it is sent to, and that alterations of the message by the intended recipient can be detected if challenged.

Manufacturing

Trust networks are important in manufacturing processes that are critical to safety and function.  Particularly critical components are manufactured using certified equipment operated by qualified personnel, and the produced items are labeled and carefully controlled throughout the manufacturing process.  Documentation that certifies the pedigree accompanies the parts that are handled, transported, delivered, and installed by people belonging to the trust network.

Data Sources

Holy Scriptures are taken from the Revised Standard Version.

The source of the information from the Ancient Fathers in this study is The Master Christian Library, Version 5, AGES Software (1997).  Passages were selected by searching for the word “succession”.

Purpose of Succession

The purpose of apostolic succession is to faithfully transmit and guard the faith once delivered to the apostles by Jesus.  This is our certification or guarantee that people can place confidence in the Church to be a faithful custodian of truth of God, and that we do not need to seek elsewhere.  Trustworthiness to be a witness to the Truth is critically important for those unable to read Scripture for themselves.  When important disputes arise, we go to writings of the apostles, and then to the tradition they committed to the Churches.

St. Augustin, City of God, Book 15, Chapter 23, applies the principle of succession as the guarantee of authority of true Scriptures, and the basis for rejecting apocryphal writings.  In this particular instance, Augustin explains that writings of Enoch have no canonical authority even though Jude’s canonical epistle references Enoch.  Augustin includes priests in the temple of the Hebrew people as part of the succession that safeguarded Scripture.

St. Augustin, City of God,, Book 15, Chapter 27, asserts that the orderly succession that transmitted Scripture over thousands of years is evidence there was a purpose behind such transmission, and are not merely to be read as only historical truth without also wisdom and prophecy.

Character of Succession

Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 3, Chapter 3, describes bishops of apostolic succession.

· The apostles instituted bishops in the churches.

· Tradition derived from the apostles Peter and Paul of the Church of Rome, and the faith preached to men, was transmitted via the successions of the bishops.

· It is necessary that every Church agree with the apostolical tradition preserved continuously by faithful bishops who exist everywhere, and in particular by the Church of Rome because of its preeminent authority.

Eusebius’ Church History, Book 3, Chapter 36:

Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, enroute to be martyred in Rome, wrote down the apostolic tradition to give it a fixed form for the sake of greater security.

Eusebius’ Church History, Book 5, Chapter 25:

The bishops of Jerusalem, Tyre, and Ptolemais met about the apostolic tradition concerning the Passover.  Eusebius records that they decided to send copies of their letter to every church.  “For letters are carried from us to them and from them to us, so that in the same matter and at the same time we keep the sacred day.”

Augustin, City of God, Book 18, Chapter 39, asserts that the succession of fathers preserved literacy, not merely language, as a prerequisite to teaching divine law.  Literacy and education is an integral element of the principle of succession.

St. Augustin: Against The Epistle Of Manichaeus called Fundamental, extends the principle of apostolic succession to priests, who are charged to feed His sheep.

Importance of Succession

Irenaeus, in his “Doctrines of Cerdo and Marcion”, said that heretics are the disciples and successors of Simon Magus of Samaria. They teach his doctrines and use the name of Christ Jesus as a lure, but in various ways they wickedly disseminate their own doctrines by the use of a good name, and, through means of its sweetness and beauty, extending to their hearers the bitter and malignant poison of the serpent, the great author of apostasy.
Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 3, Chapter 3 is a very important chapter is arguing for apostolic succession as a protection against heresies.  Some of his points are:

· Bishops of apostolic succession did not know or teach the “hidden mysteries” that heretics raved about.

· If hidden mysteries had been known to the apostles, these hidden mysteries would have been delivered to their successor bishops.

· The apostles had an interest that the Church succeeded, and this required full disclosure of all truth, and avoidance of false doctrine.

Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 4, Chapter 33 characterizes the apostolic Church as one that 

· does not forge Scriptures, 

· has a complete system of doctrine, 

· does not receive addition to, nor curtailment of, truths, 

· reads the word of God without falsification, and 

· expounds Scripture without danger and without blasphemy.

St. John Chrisostom, Homily 3 on Colossians 1:15-18, said the throne of Christ was received by succession, and Christ vested in that succession the ministry of reconciliation.

St. Augustin, On The Holy Trinity, Doctrinal Treatises, Moral Treatises, Section 35, tells us that bishops of apostolic succession exercise authority as teacher or master.

St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean, asserts that apostolic succession of bishops is the safeguard against heretics who reject a whole book because of not accepting a particular passage. … The authority of these books has come down to us from the apostles through the successions of bishops and the extension of the Church.

St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean.  St. Augustin presents a masterful argument supporting the importance of apostolic succession by examining the principle of succession as applied to secular writings of Hippocrates.  It was known that writings of similar style were falsely attributed to Hippocrates.  The genuine works of Hippocrates were certified by a succession of testimonies to the books from the time of Hippocrates to Augustin’s day.  Augustin asks how we know the authorship of the works attributed to Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Varro, and others.  He then asks how people in the future will know who wrote books by Augustin or contemporary Faustus.

Succession of Patriarchs and Prophets

Eusebius’ Church History, Book 3, Chapter 10:  

Scripture written by the prophets after Moses until the death of Artaxerxes are considered reliable.  Scripture written from that time until Josephus’ day are not worthy of the same confidence because there was not an exact succession of prophets during that span of time.

St. Augustin, City of God, Book 15, Chapter 23.  The canon of Scripture was preserved in the temple of the Hebrew people by the diligence of successive priests.  Apocryphal writings of Enoch were rejected because it was impossible to ascertain whether these were his genuine writings, and they were not brought forward as genuine by the persons who were found to have carefully preserved the canonical books by a successive transmission.

Early Apostolic Succession

The succession of apostles was discussed in 

· Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 3, Chapter 3, and 

· Eusebius’ Church History, 

· Book 3, Chapter 4, and 

· Book 4, Chapters 1, 5, and 6, and 

· Book 7, Chapter 19.

Church of Jerusalem

Bishops of Jerusalem of Hebrew Lineage

These are the bishops of the circumcision.  They ceased at the fall of Jerusalem.  

· James[1], the brother of Jesus, also called “James the Just”.  James first received the episcopate of the church at Jerusalem from the Savior himself and the apostles.

· Symeon[2], son of the Lord’s uncle Clopas.

· Justus[3]

· Zacchaeus[4]

· Tobias[5]

· Benjamin[6]

· John[7]

· Matthias[8]

· Philip[9]

· Seneca[10]

· Justus[11]

· Levi[12]

· Ephres[13]

· Joseph[14]

· Judas[15]

Gentile Bishops of Jerusalem

Numbering below is counting backwards from Narcissus, who is identified as [30th] in regular succession from the apostles, and {15th} in succession from the siege of the Jews under Adrian.  Apparently, there are two more bishops of Jerusalem at some point in time.

· Marcus, the first Gentile bishop of Jerusalem.[18]{3}

· Cassianus[19]{4}

· Publius[20]{5}

· Maximus[21]{6}

· Julian[22]{7}

· Gaius[23]{8}

· Symmachus[24]{9}

· another Gaius[25]{10}

· another Julian[26]{11}

· Capito[27]{12}

· Valens[28]{13}

· Dolichianus[29]{14}

· Narcissus[30], {15th from siege of Jews under Adrian}, still celebrated. Participated in decision about Passover, along with Theophilus, Cassius, and Clarus.

Church of Rome

· Apostle Peter and Apostle Paul founded the Church at Rome.

· Apostles Peter and Paul committed the office of the episcopate to Linus[1].  This is the Linus mentioned in Paul’s Epistles to Timothy.

· Anacletus[2] succeeded Linus.

· Clement[3] succeeded Anacletus, in the 3rd palce from the apostles, as bishop.  He had seen and talked with the apostles.  Clement’s Epistle to the Corintians is older than the men who were propagating falsehood during Clement’s term of office.

· Evaristus[4] succeeded Clement. Evaristus held office for 8 years.

· Alexander[5] succeeded Evaristus.

· Sixtus[6] or Xystus (variant spelling), then 6th from the apostles, was appointed successor of Evaristus.

· Telephorus[7] succeeded Sixtus.  Telephorus was martyred.

· Hyginus[8] succeeded Telephorus.

· Pius[9] succeeded Hyginus. Pius died in the 15th year as bishop.

· Anicetus[10] succeeded Pius.

· Soter[11] succeeded Anicetus.

· Eleutherius[12] succeeded Soter, 12th from the apostles.

Church of Smyrna

· Polycarp was appointed bishop by apostles in Asia, and suffered martyrdom when a very old man.  Polycarp visited Rome during the time of Anicetus and turned away people from following the heretics Valentinus and Marcion.  

· Those who succeeded Polycarp, and all the Asiatic Churches, testify the things Polycarp learned from the apostles.

Church of Ephesus

· Founded by Paul.

· John remained there permanently until the times of Trajan.  This church is a true witness of the tradition of the apostles.

Church of Corinth

T.W. Chambers, writing in 1889, in his Preface to Homilies of St. John Chrysostom, tells us that the church of Corinth was in division on account of the disputed succession in the Episcopate between followers of Paulinus and Meletius since the year 362 A.D., but this separation did not immediately affect any point of doctrine.  St. Chrysostom apparently also had to deal with severity of words partisans of the schism used about each other.

· Evagrius, the last bishop of the Latin succession in the schism, died in 392 A.D.

Church of Tyre

· Cassius, participated in decision regarding the Passover

Church of Ptolemais

· Clarus, participated in decision regarding the Passover

Church at Athens

· First bishop is Dionysius, who was the first to believe after Paul’s address to the Athenians in the Areopagus.

Church of Hierapolis

· Papias

Church of Antioch

· Peter was the first bishop of Antioch.

· Ignatius, second in succession to Peter. Later was martyred in the Coliseum at Rome.

Church of Alexandria

· Primus[4]

· Xystus[6], bishop for 10 years

· Telesphorus{7th from Apostles}, succeeded Xystus in 12th year of the reign of Adrian. Bishop for 11 years.

· Eumenes{6th from Apostles} succeeded Telesphorus, after lapse of 1 year and some months.  Eumenes was in office 13 years.

· Marcus succeeded Eumenes, and held office 10 years until his death.

· Celadion succeeded Marcus.

From Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History Of Sozomen, Comprising A History Of The Church, From A.D. 323 To A.D. 425
· Alexander

· Athanasius succeeded Alexander

Gaul

· Paul testifies that Crescens was sent to Gaul.

Successors of Heretics

Eusebius’ Church History, Book 4, Chapter 11.

· Hyginus was the 9th bishop of Rome, and 8th in succession of Peter and Paul.  He died after 4 years as bishop.

· Valentinus came to Rome under Hyginus, flourished under Pius, remained until Anicetus.  Irenaeus wrote against Valentinus’ errors.

· Cerdon entered the Church in the time of Hyginus.  Cerdon took his doctrine from followers of Simon.  Cerdon taught that the just God of the Old Testament was not the father of Jesus.  He taught that the God of the New Testament was good.  His followers were the Simonians.

· Marcion of Pontus succeeded Cerdon.  Justin wrote against Marcion.  Marcion taught that there was another God greater than his creator.  Marcion’s followers were also called Christians even though they had no doctrines in common with Christians.

Thebuthis began to corrupt the Church at Jerusalem because he was not made a bishop.

Cleobius had followers called Cleobians.

Dositheus had followers called Dositheans.

Gorthaeus had followers called Goratheni.

Masbotheus had followers called Masbothaeans.

Others came from them:

· Menandrianists

· Marcionists

· Carpocratians

· Valentinians

· Basilidians

· Saturnilians

Each introduced privately and separately his own peculiar opinion.  From them came false Christs, prophets, and apostles, who divided the Church by corrupt doctrines.

Purpose of Scripture

Luke 1:1-4.  Luke’s purpose was to write an orderly account based upon what was delivered by those who were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word from the beginning, that you may know the truth concerning things of which you have been informed.  Oral tradition is already claimed to have been communicated, “things of which you have been informed.”  Writing an account provides the opportunity to establish an orderly account based upon reliable witnesses and participants.  Scripture has primacy over oral tradition.
Luke 24:25,27.  Old Testament scripture performs the function of foretelling about Christ.  Interpretation is needed to demonstrate the connection.

Luke 24:44.  Jesus had to open the minds of his disciples to understand the scriptures concerning Christ.

Irenaeus reports in “Doctrines of Cerdo and Marcion” that the heretic Marcion of Pontus edited the Gospel according to Luke to remove the genealogy and set aside much of the teaching of Jesus claiming God as His Father.  A purpose of scripture is to function as a faithful witness of truth; a characteristic of a heretic is to disregard that witness or alter it.

Irenaeus against Heresies, Book 3, Chapter 2, “The Heretics Follow Neither Scripture nor Tradition”, says that when heretics are confronted from the Scriptures, the heretics accuse those Scriptures of being incorrect, or without authority, or are ambiguous, and that truth cannot be extracted from them by people ignorant of tradition.  Heretics place oral tradition as more important than written Scripture.
Books not Canonical

Eusebius’ Church History, Book 3, Chapter 3, and Book 3, Chapter 25.

Eusebius catagorizes writings as “accepted”, “disputed”, “rejected”, and “absurd and impious”.  To put the categories in perspective, had C.S. Lewis’ writings been available, they might have fallen in the category of “rejected” as belonging to the set of Scripture.

The following writings were rejected as Scripture:

· Acts of Peter

· Preaching

· Some accept, and some reject, the Apocalypse of John.

· Acts of Paul

· Epistle of Barnabas

· Shepherd

· Teachings of the Apostles

Works cited by heretics under the name of the apostles, and are characterized not merely as rejected writings, but are cast aside as absurd and impious:

· Gospel of Peter

· Gospel of Thomas

· Gospel of Matthias

· Acts of Andrew and John

At least some of the writings by James Albert Pike and John Shelby Spong would have been placed in this category.

Response to Heretics

Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 3, Chapter 3, gives an account of Polycarp responding to Marcion.  Marcion once met Polycarp, asking Polycarp if he knew him.  Polycarp replied, “I do know thee, the first born of Satan.”  Irenaeus reports that Paul said, “A man that is an heretic, after the first and second admonition, reject; knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.”

Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 3, Chapter 4:  Even those unable to read, who have learned the faith through the Church shepherded by apostolic succession, are able to recognize heretics, and respond by not listening and avoiding them.

Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 4, Chapter 26:  Hold in suspicion those who depart from the primitive succession and assemble elsewhere; consider them heretical, schismatic, or hypocrites seeking fame or fortune. … Keep aloof from all such people, but adhere to those who hold the doctrine of the apostles, and who, with the order of the priesthood, display sound speech and blameless conduct for the confirmation and correction of others.  …  Such presbyters does the Church nourish, of whom also the prophet says: “I will give thy rulers in peace, and thy bishops in righteousness.” … They expound Scriptures without danger, neither blaspheming God, nor dishonoring the patriarchs, nor despising the prophets.

St. Augustin, On The Holy Trinity, Doctrinal Treatises, Moral Treatises, Section 35, tells us that heretics are condemned partly by the people, partly by the weight of councils of bishops of apostolic succession, and partly by the majesty of miracles.

St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean:
The authority of our books, which is confirmed by the agreement of so many nations, supported by a succession of apostles, bishops, and councils, is against you. Your books have no authority, for it is an authority maintained by only a few, and these the worshippers of an untruthful God and Christ.

St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean
Perhaps you will quote some other book bearing the name of an apostle known to have been chosen by Christ; and you will find there that Christ was not born of Mary. Since, then, one of the books must be false, the question in this case is, whether we are to yield our belief to a book acknowledged and approved as handed down from the beginning in the Church founded by Christ Himself, and maintained through the apostles and their successors in an unbroken connection all over the world to the present day; or to a book which this Church condemns as unknown, and which, moreover, is brought forward by men who prove their veracity by praising Christ for falsehood.
Holy Scripture

Gospel according to Luke

Luke 1:1-4

In as much as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which have been accomplished among us, just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you have been informed.

Luke 24:25,27

And [Jesus] said to them [Cleopas and another, enroute to Emmaus], “O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” … And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

Luke 24:44

Then [Jesus] said to them [Eleven disciples, plus Cleopas and another], “These are my words which I spoke to you, while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures.

John 21:24-25

This [John] is the disciple who is bearing witness to these things, and who has written these things; and we know that his testimony is true.  But there are also many other things which Jesus did; were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.

Acts of the Apostles

Acts 1:17

[Judas Iscariot] was numbered among us, and was allotted his share in this ministry.

Acts 1:20

It is written in the book of Psalms, … “His office let another take”.

Acts 1:21-22

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day he was taken up from us – one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.

I John 1:1-3

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life – the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and was made manifest for us – that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ.

Jude 1

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James…

Revelation 1:1-2

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants what must soon take place; and he made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.

Ancient Fathers

Clement (30 – 100 A.D.)

The lists of early Roman bishops are in hopeless confusion, some making Clement the immediate successor of St. Peter, others placing Linus, and others still Linus and Anacletus, between him and the apostle.

Justin Martyr (110 – 165 A.D.)

And He [Jesus] was predicted before He appeared, first 5000 years before, and again 3000, then 2000, then 1000, and yet again 800; for in the succession of generations prophets after prophets arose.

[You had] prophets in succession until John, (even then, too, when your nation was carried captive to Babylon, when your land was ravaged by war, and the sacred vessels carried off); there never failed to be a prophet among you, who was Lord, and leader, and ruler of your nation. For the Spirit which was in the prophets anointed your kings, and established them.

It is impossible that any should know matters so great and divine, who have not themselves learned them first from the initiated. You will no doubt say, “The sages and philosophers.” For to them, as to a fortified wall, you are wont to flee, when any one quotes the opinions of your poets about the gods. Therefore, since it is fit that we commence with the ancients and the earliest, beginning thence I will produce the opinion of each, much more ridiculous as it is than the theology of the poets. ... All these, forming a succession from Thales, followed the philosophy called by themselves physical.

How then, ye men of Greece, can it be safe for those who desire to be saved, to fancy that they can learn the true religion from these philosophers, who were neither able so to convince themselves as to prevent sectarian wrangling with one another, and not to appear definitely opposed to one another’s opinions?

Since therefore it is impossible to learn anything true concerning religion from your teachers, who by their mutual disagreement have furnished you with sufficient proof of their own ignorance, I consider it reasonable to recur to our progenitors, who both in point of time have by a great way the precedence of your teachers, and who have taught us nothing from their own private fancy, nor differed with one another, nor attempted to overturn one another’s positions, but without wrangling and contention received from God the knowledge which also they taught to us. For neither by nature nor by human conception is it possible for men to know things so great and divine, but by the gift which then descended from above upon the holy men, who had no need of rhetorical art, nor of uttering anything in a contentious or quarrelsome manner, but to present themselves pure to the energy of the Divine Spirit, in order that the divine plectrum itself, descending from heaven, and using righteous men as an instrument like a harp or lyre, might reveal to us the knowledge of things divine and heavenly. Wherefore, as if with one mouth and one tongue, they have in succession, and in harmony with one another, taught us both concerning God, and the creation of the world, and the formation of man, and concerning the immortality of the human soul, and the judgment which is to be after this life, and concerning all things which it is needful for us to know, and thus in divers times and places have afforded us the divine instruction.

Irenaeus (120 – 202 A.D.)

From “Doctrines of Cerdo and Marcion”

1. Cerdo was one who took his system from the followers of Simon, and came to live at Rome in the time of Hyginus, who held the ninth place in the episcopal succession from the apostles downwards. He taught that the God proclaimed by the law and the prophets was not the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the former was known, but the latter unknown; while the one also was righteous, but the other benevolent. 

2. Marcion of Pontus succeeded him, and developed his doctrine. In so doing, he advanced the most daring blasphemy against Him who is proclaimed as God by the law and the prophets, declaring Him to be the author of evils, to take delight in war, to be infirm of purpose, and even to be contrary to Himself. But Jesus being derived from that father who is above the God that made the world, and coming into Judaea in the times of Pontius Pilate the governor, who was the procurator of Tiberius Caesar, was manifested in the form of a man to those who were in Judaea, abolishing the prophets and the law, and all the works of that God who made the world, whom also he calls Cosmocrator. Besides this, he mutilates the Gospel which is according to Luke, removing all that is written respecting the generation of the Lord, and setting aside a great deal of the teaching of the Lord, in which the Lord is recorded as most clearly confessing that the Maker of this universe is His Father. He likewise persuaded his disciples that he himself was more worthy of credit than are those apostles who have handed down the Gospel to us, furnishing them not with the Gospel, but merely a fragment of it. In like manner, too, he dismembered the Epistles of Paul, removing all that is said by the apostle respecting that God who made the world, to the effect that He is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and also those passages from the prophetical writings which the apostle quotes, in order to teach us that they announced beforehand the coming of the Lord.

3. Salvation will be the attainment only of those souls which had learned his doctrine; while the body, as having been taken from the earth, is incapable of sharing in salvation. In addition to his blasphemy against God Himself, he advanced this also, truly speaking as with the mouth of the devil, and saying all things in direct opposition to the truth, — that Cain, and those like him, and the Sodomites, and the Egyptians, and others like them, and, in fine, all the nations who walked in all sorts of abomination, were saved by the Lord, on His descending into Hades, and on their running unto Him, and that they welcomed Him into their kingdom. But the serpent which was in Marcion declared that Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, and those other righteous men who sprang from the patriarch Abraham, with all the prophets, and those who were pleasing to God, did not partake in salvation. For since these men, he says, knew that their God was constantly tempting them, so now they suspected that He was tempting them, and did not run to Jesus, or believe His announcement: and for this reason he declared that their souls remained in Hades.

4. But since this man is the only one who has dared openly to mutilate the Scriptures, and unblushingly above all others to inveigh against God, I purpose specially to refute him, convicting him out of his own writings; and, with the help of God, I shall overthrow him out of those discourses of the Lord and the apostles, which are of authority with him, and of which he makes use. At present, however, I have simply been led to mention him, that thou mightest know that all those who in any way corrupt the truth, and injuriously affect the preaching of the Church, are the disciples and successors of Simon Magus of Samaria. Although they do not confess the name of their master, in order all the more to seduce others, yet they do teach his doctrines. They set forth, indeed, the name of Christ Jesus as a sort of lure, but in various ways they introduce the impieties of Simon; and thus they destroy multitudes, wickedly disseminating their own doctrines by the use of a good name, and, through means of its sweetness and beauty, extending to their hearers the bitter and malignant poison of the serpent, the great author of apostasy.
From Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 2, Preface

I carefully noticed the passages which  they [those who are of the school of Valentinus] garble from the Scriptures, with the view of adapting them to their own fictions. ... I mentioned, too, the multitude of those Gnostics who are sprung from him [Simon Magus of Samaria, their progenitor, and of all those who succeeded him], and noticed the points of difference between them, their several doctrines, and the order of their succession, while I set forth all those heresies which have been originated by them. I showed, moreover, that all these heretics, taking their rise from Simon, have introduced impious and irreligious doctrines into this life.
From Irenaeus, Book 3, Chapter 2

1. When, however, they are confuted from the Scriptures, they turn round and accuse these same Scriptures, as if they were not correct, nor of authority, and [assert] that they are ambiguous, and that the truth cannot be extracted from them by those who are ignorant of tradition. For [they allege] that the truth was not delivered by means of written documents, but viva voce: wherefore also Paul declared, “But we speak wisdom among those that are perfect, but not the wisdom of this world.” And this wisdom each one of them alleges to be the fiction of his own inventing, forsooth; so that, according to their idea, the truth properly resides at one time in Valentinus, at another in Marcion, at another in Cerinthus, then afterwards in Basilides, or has even been indifferently in any other opponent, who could speak nothing pertaining to salvation. For every one of these men, being altogether of a perverse disposition, depraving the system of truth, is not ashamed to preach himself.
2. But, again, when we refer them to that tradition which originates from the apostles, [and] which is preserved by means of the succession of presbyters in the Churches, they object to tradition, saying that they themselves are wiser not merely than the presbyters, but even than the apostles, because they have discovered the unadulterated truth. For [they maintain] that the apostles intermingled the things of the law with the words of the Savior; and that not the apostles alone, but even the Lord Himself, spoke as at one time from the Demiurge, at another from the intermediate place, and yet again from the Pleroma, but that they themselves, indubitably, unsulliedly, and purely, have knowledge of the hidden mystery: this is, indeed, to blaspheme their Creator after a most impudent manner! It comes to this, therefore, that these men do now consent neither to Scripture nor to tradition.
From Irenaeus, Book 3, Chapter 3 (Very Important Chapter), “A Refutation of the Heretics, From the Fact that, in the Various Churches, a Perpetual Succession of Bishops was Kept Up”

1. It is within the power of all, therefore, in every Church, who may wish to see the truth, to contemplate clearly the tradition of the apostles manifested throughout the whole world; and we are in a position to reckon up those who were by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, and [to demonstrate] the succession of these men to our own times; those who neither taught nor knew of anything like what these [heretics] rave about. For if the apostles had known hidden mysteries, which they were in the habit of imparting to “the perfect” apart and privily from the rest, they would have delivered them especially to those to whom they were also committing the Churches themselves. For they were desirous that these men should be very perfect and blameless in all things, whom also they were leaving behind as their successors, delivering up their own place of government to these men; which men, if they discharged their functions honestly, would be a great boon [to the Church], but if they should fall away, the direst calamity.

2. Since, however, it would be very tedious, in such a volume as this, to reckon up the successions of all the Churches, we do put to confusion all those who, in whatever manner, whether by an evil self-pleasing, by vainglory, or by blindness and perverse opinion, assemble in unauthorized meetings; [we do this, I say,] by indicating that tradition derived from the apostles, of the very great, the very ancient, and universally known Church founded and organized at Rome by the two most glorious apostles, Peter and Paul; as also [by pointing out] the faith preached to men, which comes down to our time by means of the successions of the bishops. For it is a matter of necessity that every Church should agree with this Church, on account of its pre- eminent authority, that is, the faithful everywhere, inasmuch as the apostolical tradition has been preserved continuously by those [faithful men] who exist everywhere.

3. The blessed apostles, then, having founded and built up the Church, committed into the hands of Linus the office of the episcopate. Of this Linus, Paul makes mention in the Epistles to Timothy. To him succeeded Anacletus; and after him, in the third place from the apostles, Clement was allotted the bishopric. This man, as he had seen the blessed apostles, and had been conversant with them, might be said to have the preaching of the apostles still echoing [in his ears], and their traditions before his eyes. Nor was he alone [in this], for there were many still remaining who had received instructions from the apostles. In the time of this Clement, no small dissension having occurred among the brethren at Corinth, the Church in Rome dispatched a most powerful letter to the Corinthians, exhorting them to peace, renewing their faith, and declaring the tradition which it had lately received from the apostles, proclaiming the one God, omnipotent, the Maker of heaven and earth, the Creator of man, who brought on the deluge, and called Abraham, who led the people from the land of Egypt, spake with Moses, set forth the law, sent the prophets, and who has prepared fire for the devil and his angels. From this document, whosoever chooses to do so, may learn that He, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, was preached by the Churches, and may also understand the apostolical tradition of the Church, since this Epistle is of older date than these men who are now propagating falsehood, and who conjure into existence another God beyond the Creator and the Maker of all existing things. To this Clement there succeeded Evaristus. Alexander followed Evaristus; then, sixth from the apostles, Sixtus was appointed; after him, Telephorus, who was gloriously martyred; then Hyginus; after him, Pius; then after him, Anicetus. Soter having succeeded Anicetus, Eleutherius does now, in the twelfth place from the apostles, hold the inheritance of the episcopate. In this order, and by this succession, the ecclesiastical tradition from the apostles, and the preaching of the truth, have come down to us. And this is most abundant proof that there is one and the same vivifying faith, which has been preserved in the Church from the apostles until now, and handed down in truth.

4. But Polycarp also was not only instructed by apostles, and conversed with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by apostles in Asia, appointed bishop of the Church in Smyrna, whom I also saw in my early youth, for he tarried [on earth] a very long time, and, when a very old man, gloriously and most nobly suffering martyrdom, departed this life, having always taught the things which he had learned from the apostles, and which the Church has handed down, and which alone are true. To these things all the Asiatic Churches testify, as do also those men who have succeeded Polycarp down to the present time, — a man who was of much greater weight, and a more steadfast witness of truth, than Valentinus, and Marcion, and the rest of the heretics. He it was who, coming to Rome in the time of Anicetus caused many to turn away from the aforesaid heretics to the Church of God, proclaiming that he had received this one and sole truth from the apostles, — that, namely, which is handed down by the Church. There are also those who heard from him that John, the disciple of the Lord, going to bathe at Ephesus, and perceiving Cerinthus within, rushed out of the bath-house without bathing, exclaiming, “Let us fly, lest even the bath-house fall down, because Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, is within.” And Polycarp himself replied to Marcion, who met him on one occasion, and said, “Dost thou know me?” “I do know thee, the first-born of Satan.” Such was the horror which the apostles and their disciples had against holding even verbal communication with any corrupters of the truth; as Paul also says, “A man that is an heretic, after the first and second admonition, reject; knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.” There is also a very powerful Epistle of Polycarp written to the Philippians, from which those who choose to do so, and are anxious about their salvation, can learn the character of his faith, and the preaching of the truth. Then, again, the Church in Ephesus, founded by Paul, and having John remaining among them permanently until the times of Trajan, is a true witness of the tradition of the apostles.
From Irenaeus, Book 3, Chapter 4, “The Truth Is To Be Found Nowhere Else But In The Catholic Church, The Sole Depository Of Apostolical Doctrine. Heresies Are Of Recent Formation, And Cannot Trace Their Origin Up To The Apostles”

1. Since therefore we have such proofs, it is not necessary to seek the truth among others which it is easy to obtain from the Church; since the apostles, like a rich man [depositing his money] in a bank, lodged in her hands most copiously all things pertaining to the truth: so that every man, whosoever will, can draw from her the water of life. For she is the entrance to life; all others are thieves and robbers. On this account are we bound to avoid them, but to make choice of the thing pertaining to the Church with the utmost diligence, and to lay hold of the tradition of the truth. For how stands the case? Suppose there arise a dispute relative to some important question among us, should we not have recourse to the most ancient Churches with which the apostles held constant intercourse, and learn from them what is certain and clear in regard to the present question? For how should it be if the apostles themselves had not left us writings? Would it not be necessary, [in that case,] to follow the course of the tradition which they handed down to those to whom they did commit the Churches?

2. To which course many nations of those barbarians who believe in Christ do assent, having salvation written in their hearts by the Spirit, without paper or ink, and, carefully preserving the ancient tradition, believing in one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, and all things therein, by means of Christ Jesus, the Son of God; who, because of His surpassing love towards His creation, condescended to be born of the virgin, He Himself uniting man through Himself to God, and having suffered under Pontius Pilate, and rising again, and having been received up in splendor, shall come in glory, the Savior of those who are saved, and the Judge of those who are judged, and sending into eternal fire those who transform the truth, and despise His Father and His advent. Those who, in the absence of written documents, have believed this faith, are barbarians, so far as regards our language; but as regards doctrine, manner, and tenor of life, they are, because of faith, very wise indeed; and they do please God, ordering their conversation in all righteousness, chastity, and wisdom. If any one were to preach to these men the inventions of the heretics, speaking to them in their own language, they would at once stop their ears, and flee as far off as possible, not enduring even to listen to the blasphemous address. Thus, by means of that ancient tradition of the apostles, they do not suffer their mind to conceive anything of the [doctrines suggested by the] portentous language of these teachers, among whom neither Church nor doctrine has ever been established.
From Irenaeus, Book 4, Chapter 26, “The Treasure Hid In The Scriptures Is Christ; The True Exposition Of The Scriptures Is To Be Found In The Church Alone”

2. Wherefore it is incumbent to obey the presbyters who are in the Church, — those who, as I have shown, possess the succession from the apostles; those who, together with the succession of the episcopate, have received the certain gift of truth, according to the good pleasure of the Father. But [it is also incumbent] to hold in suspicion others who depart from the primitive succession, and assemble themselves together in any place whatsoever, [looking upon them] either as heretics of perverse minds, or as schismaries puffed up and self-pleasing, or again as hypocrites, acting thus for the sake of lucre and vainglory. For all these have fallen from the truth. And the heretics, indeed, who bring strange fire to the altar of God — namely, strange doctrines — shall be burned up by the fire from heaven, as were Nadab and Abiud. But such as rise up in opposition to the truth, and exhort others against the Church of God, [shall] remain among those in hell (apud inferos), being swallowed up by an earthquake, even as those who were with Chore, Dathan, and Abiron. But those who cleave asunder, and separate the unity of the Church,

[shall] receive from God the same punishment as Jeroboam did.

3. Those, however, who are believed to be presbyters by many, but serve their own lusts, and, do not place the fear of God supreme in their hearts, but conduct themselves with contempt towards others, and are puffed up with the pride of holding the chief seat, and work evil deeds in secret, saying, “No man sees us,” shall be convicted by the Word, who does not judge after outward appearance (secundum gloriam), nor looks upon the countenance, but the heart; and they shall hear those words, to be found in Daniel the prophet: “O thou seed of Canaan, and not of Judah, beauty hath deceived thee, and lust perverted thy heart. Thou that art waxen old in wicked days, now thy sins which thou hast committed aforetime are come to light; for thou hast pronounced false judgments, and hast been accustomed to condemn the innocent, and to let the guilty go free, albeit the Lord saith, The innocent and the righteous shalt thou not slay.”

4. From all such persons, therefore, it behooves us to keep aloof, but to adhere to those who, as I have already observed, do hold the doctrine of the apostles, and who, together with the order of priesthood (presbyterii ordine), display sound speech and blameless conduct for the confirmation and correction of others.

5. Such presbyters does the Church nourish, of whom also the prophet says: “I will give thy rulers in peace, and thy bishops in righteousness.”

Paul then, teaching us where one may find such, says, “God hath placed in the Church, first, apostles; secondly, prophets; thirdly, teachers.” Where, therefore, the gifts of the Lord have been placed, there it behooves us to learn the truth, [namely,] from those who possess that succession of the Church which is from the apostles, and among whom exists that which is sound and blameless in conduct, as well as that which is unadulterated and incorrupt in speech. For these also preserve this faith of ours in one God who created all things; and they increase that love [which we have] for the Son of God, who accomplished such marvelous dispensations for our sake: and they expound the Scriptures to us without danger, neither blaspheming God, nor dishonoring the patriarchs, nor despising the prophets.

From Irenaeus, Book 4, Chapter 33, “Whosoever Confesses That One God Is The Author Of Both Testaments, And Diligently Reads The Scriptures In Company With The Presbyters Of The Church, Is A True Spiritual Disciple; And He Will Rightly Understand And Interpret All That The Prophets Have Declared Respecting Christ And The Liberty Of The New Testament”

8. True knowledge is [that which consists in] the doctrine of the apostles, and the ancient constitution of the Church throughout all the world, and the distinctive manifestation of the body of Christ according to the successions of the bishops, by which they have handed down that Church which exists in every place, and has come even unto us, being guarded and preserved without any forging of Scriptures, by a very complete system of doctrine, and neither receiving addition nor [suffering] curtailment [in the truths which she believes]; and [it consists in] reading [the word of God] without falsification, and a lawful and diligent exposition in harmony with the Scriptures, both without danger and without blasphemy; and [above all, it consists in] the pre-eminent gift of love, which is more precious than knowledge, more glorious than prophecy, and which excels all the other gifts [of God].

Eusebius (260 – 340 A.D.)

From The Rev. Arthur Cushman Mcgiffert, Prolegomena to Eusebius (Caesarea): Eusebius’ Church History, “The Author’s Design”

It is my purpose to write an account of the successions of the holy apostles, as well as of the times which have elapsed from the days of our Savior to our own; and to relate how many and how important events are said to have occurred in the history of the Church; and to mention those who have governed and presided over the Church in the most prominent parishes, and those who in each generation have proclaimed the divine word either orally or in writing. It is my purpose also to give the names and the number and the times of those who through love of innovation have run into the greatest errors, and proclaiming themselves discoverers of knowledge, falsely so-called, have, like fierce wolves, unmercifully devastated the flock of Christ.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Plan of the Work”

It is my purpose to write an account of the successions of the holy apostles, as well as of the times which have elapsed from the days of our Savior to our own; and to relate the many important events which are said to have occurred in the history of the Church; and to mention those who have governed and presided over the Church in the most prominent parishes, and those who in each generation have proclaimed the divine word either orally or in writing. It is my purpose also to give the names and number and times of those who through love of innovation have run into the greatest errors, and, proclaiming themselves discoverers of knowledge falsely so-called have like fierce wolves unmercifully devastated the flock of Christ.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Epistles of the Apostles”

The so-called Acts of Peter, however, and the Gospel which bears his name, and the Preaching and the Apocalypse, as they are called, we know have not been universally accepted, because no ecclesiastical writer, ancient or modern, has made use of testimonies drawn from them. But in the course of my history I shall be careful to show, in addition to the official succession, what ecclesiastical writers have from time to time made use of any of the disputed works, and what they have said in regard to the canonical and accepted writings, as well as in regard to those which are not of this class. Such are the writings that bear the name of Peter, only one of which I know to be genuine and acknowledged by the ancient elders.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The First Successors of the Apostles”

Paul testifies that Crescens was sent to Gaul; but Linus, whom he mentions in the Second Epistle to Timothy as his companion at Rome, was Peter’s successor in the episcopate of the church there, as has already been shown. Clement also, who was appointed third bishop of the church at Rome, was, as Paul testifies, his co-laborer and fellow-soldier. Besides these, that Areopagite, named Dionysius, who was the first to believe after Paul’s address to the Athenians in the Areopagus (as recorded by Luke in the Acts) is mentioned by another Dionysius, an ancient writer and pastor of the parish in Corinth, as the first bishop of the church at Athens. But the events connected with the apostolic succession we shall relate at the proper time.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Manner In Which Josephus mentions The Divine Books”

From the death of Moses to the death of Artaxerxes, who succeeded Xerxes as king of Persia, the prophets that followed Moses wrote the history of their own times in thirteen books. The other four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the regulation of the life of men. From the time of Artaxerxes to our own day all the events have been recorded, but the accounts are not worthy of the same confidence that we repose in those which preceded them, because there has not been during this time an exact succession of prophets.
From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Divine Scriptures That Are Accepted And Those That Are Not”

Since we are dealing with this subject it is proper to sum up the writings of the New Testament which have been already mentioned. First then must be put the holy quaternion of the Gospels; following them the Acts of the Apostles. After this must be reckoned the epistles of Paul; next in order the extant former epistle of John, and likewise the epistle of Peter, must be maintained. After them is to be placed, if it really seem proper, the Apocalypse of John, concerning which we shall give the different opinions at the proper time. These then belong among the accepted writings. Among the disputed writings, which are nevertheless recognized by many, are extant the so-called epistle of James and that of Jude, also the second epistle of Peter, and those that are called the second and third of John, whether they belong to the evangelist or to another person of the same name. Among the rejected writings must be reckoned also the Acts of Paul, and the so-called Shepherd, and the Apocalypse of Peter, and in addition to these the extant epistle of Barnabas, and the so-called Teachings of the Apostles; and besides, as I said, the Apocalypse of John, if it seem proper, which some, as I said, reject, but which others class with the accepted books. And among these some have placed also the Gospel according to the Hebrews, with which those of the Hebrews that have accepted Christ are especially delighted. And all these may be reckoned among the disputed books. But we have nevertheless felt compelled to give a catalogue of these also, distinguishing those works which according to ecclesiastical tradition are true and genuine and commonly accepted, from those others which, although not canonical but disputed, are yet at the same time known to most ecclesiastical writers — we have felt compelled to give this catalogue in order that we might be able to know both these works and those that are cited by the heretics under the name of the apostles, including, for instance, such books as the Gospels of Peter, of Thomas, of Matthias, or of any others besides them, and the Acts of Andrew and John and the other apostles, which no one belonging to the succession of ecclesiastical writers has deemed worthy of mention in his writings. And further, the character of the style is at variance with apostolic usage, and both the thoughts and the purpose of the things that are related in them are so completely out of accord with true orthodoxy that they clearly show themselves to be the fictions of heretics. Wherefore they are not to be placed even among the rejected writings, but are all of them to be cast aside as absurd and impious.
From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “Papias, bishop of the parish of Hierapolis”

And at the same time Papias, bishop of the parish of Hierapolis, became well known, as did also Ignatius, who was chosen bishop of Antioch, second in succession to Peter, and whose fame is still celebrated by a great many. Report says that he was sent from Syria to Rome, and became food for wild beasts on account of his testimony to Christ. And as he made the journey through Asia under the strictest military surveillance, he fortified the parishes in the various cities where he stopped by oral homilies and exhortations, and warned them above all to be especially on their guard against the heresies that were then beginning to prevail, and exhorted them to hold fast to the tradition of the apostles. Moreover, he thought it necessary to attest that tradition in writing, and to give it a fixed form for the sake of greater security.
From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Bishops Of Rome And Of Alexandria During The Reign Of Trajan”

About the twelfth year of the reign of Trajan the above-mentioned bishop of the parish of Alexandria died, and Primus, the fourth in succession from the apostles, was chosen to the office. At that time also Alexander, the fifth in the line of succession from Peter and Paul, received the episcopate at Rome, after Evarestus had held the office eight years.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Bishops Of Jerusalem From The Age Of Our Savior To The Period Under Consideration”

The chronology of the bishops of Jerusalem I have nowhere found preserved in writing; for tradition says that they were all short lived. But I have learned this much from writings, that until the siege of the Jews, which took place under Adrian, there were fifteen bishops in succession there, all of who are said to have been of Hebrew descent, and to have received the knowledge of Christ in purity, so that they were approved by those who were able to judge such matters, and were deemed worthy of the episcopate. For their whole church consisted then of believing Hebrews who continued from the days of the apostles until the siege which took place at this time; in which siege the Jews, having again rebelled against the Romans, were conquered after severe battles. But since the bishops of the circumcision ceased at this time, it is proper to give here a list of their names from the beginning. The first, then, was James, the so-called brother of the Lord; the second, Symeon; the third, Justus; the fourth, Zacchaeus; the fifth, Tobias; the sixth, Benjamin; the seventh, John; the eighth, Matthias; the ninth, Philip; the tenth, Seneca; the eleventh, Justus; the twelfth, Levi; the thirteenth, Ephres; the fourteenth, Joseph; and finally the fifteenth, Judas. These are the bishops of Jerusalem that lived between the age of the apostles and the time referred to, all of them belonging to the circumcision.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Bishops of the Alexandrian Church”

In the twelfth year of the reign of Adrian, Xystus, having completed the tenth year of his episcopate, was succeeded by Telesphorus, the seventh in succession from the apostles. In the meantime, after the lapse of a year and some months, Eumenes, the sixth in order, succeeded to the leadership of the Alexandrian church, his predecessor having held office eleven years.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Heresiarchs Of That Age”

“For Valentinus came to Rome under Hyginus, flourished under Pius, and remained until Anicetus. Cerdon also, Marcion’s predecessor, entered the Church in the time of Hyginus, the ninth bishop, and made confession, and continued in this way, now teaching in secret, now making confession again, and now denounced for corrupt doctrine and withdrawing from the assembly of the brethren.” These words are found in the third book of the work Against Heresies. And again in the first book he speaks as follows concerning Cerdon: “A certain Cerdon, who had taken his system from the followers of Simon, and had come to Rome under Hyginus, the ninth in the episcopal succession from the apostles, taught that the God proclaimed by the law and prophets was not the father of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the former was known, but the latter unknown; and the former was just, but the latter good. Marcion of Pontus succeeded Cerdon and developed his doctrine, uttering shameless blasphemies.” The same Irenaeus unfolds with the greatest vigor the unfathomable abyss of Valentinus’ errors in regard to matter and reveals his wickedness, secret and hidden like a serpent lurking in its nest. And in addition to these men he says that there was also another that lived in that age, Marcus by name, who was remarkably skilled in magic arts. And he describes also their unholy initiations and their abominable mysteries in the following words: “For some of them prepare a nuptial couch and perform a mystic rite with certain forms of expression addressed to those who are being initiated, and they say that it is a spiritual marriage which is celebrated by them, after the likeness of the marriages above. But others lead them to water, and while they baptize them they repeat the following words: Into the name of the unknown father of the universe, into truth, the mother of all things, into the one that descended upon Jesus. Others repeat Hebrew names in order the better to confound those who are being initiated.” But Hyginus having died at the close of the fourth year of his episcopate, Pius succeeded him in the government of the church of Rome. In Alexandria Marcus was appointed pastor, after Eumenes had filled the office thirteen years in all. And Marcus having died after holding office ten years was succeeded by Celadion in the government of the church of Alexandria. And in Rome Pius died in the fifteenth year of his episcopate, and Anicetius assumed the leadership of the Christians there. Hegesippus records that he himself was in Rome at this time, and that he remained there until the episcopate of Eleutherus. But Justin was especially prominent in those days. In the guise of a philosopher he preached the divine word, and contended for the faith in his writings. He wrote also a work against Marcion, in which he states that the latter was alive at the time he wrote. He speaks as follows: “And there is a certain Marcion of Pontus, who is even now still teaching his followers to think that there is some other God greater than his creator. And by the aid of the demons he has persuaded many of every race of men to utter blasphemy, and to deny that the maker of this universe is the father of Christ, and to confess that some other, greater than he, was the creator. And all who followed them are, as we have said, called Christians, just as the name of philosophy is given to philosophers, although they may have no doctrines in common.” To this he adds: “And we have also written a work against all the heresies that have existed, which we will give you if you wish to read it.” But this same Justin contended most successfully against the Greeks, and addressed discourses containing an apology for our faith to the Emperor Antoninus, called Pius, and to the Roman senate. For he lived at Rome. But who and whence he was he shows in his Apology.
From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “Hegesippus And The Events Which He Mentions”

Hegesippus in the five books of Memoirs which have come down to us has left a most complete record of his own views. In them he states that on a journey to Rome he met a great many bishops, and that he received the same doctrine from all. It is fitting to hear what he says after making some remarks about the epistle of Clement to the Corinthians. His words are as follows: “And the church in of Corinth continued in the true faith until Primus was bishop in Corinth. I conversed with them on my way to Rome, and abode with the Corinthians many days, during which we were mutually refreshed in the true doctrine. And when I had come to Rome I remained there until Anicetus, whose deacon was Eleutherus. And Anicetus was succeeded by Soter, and he by Eleutherus. In every succession, and in every city that is held which is preached by the law and the prophets and the Lord.” The same author also describes the beginnings of the heresies which arose in his time, in the following words: “And after James the Just had suffered martyrdom, as the Lord had also on the same account, Symeon, the son of the Lord’s uncle, Clopas, was appointed the next bishop. All proposed him as second bishop because he was a cousin of the Lord. “Therefore, they called the Church a virgin, for it was not yet corrupted by vain discourses. But Thebuthis, because he was not made bishop, began to corrupt it. He also was sprung from the seven sects among the people, like Simon, from whom came the Simonians, and Cleobius, from whom came the Cleobians, and Dositheus, from whom came the Dositheans, and Gorthaeus, from whom came the Goratheni, and Masbotheus, from whom came the Masbothaeans. From them sprang the Menandrianists, and Marcionists, and Carpocratians, and Valentinians, and Basilidians, and Saturnilians. Each introduced privately and separately his own peculiar opinion. From them came false Christs, false prophets, false apostles, who divided the unity of the Church by corrupt doctrines uttered against God and against his Christ.”
From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “Catalogue Of The Bishops Of Rome”

“The blessed apostles having founded and established the church, entrusted the office of the episcopate to Linus. Paul speaks of this Linus in his Epistles to Timothy. Anencletus succeeded him, and after Anencletus, in the third place from the apostles, Clement received the episcopate. He had seen and conversed with the blessed apostles, and their preaching was still sounding in his ears, and their tradition was still before his eyes. Nor was he alone in this, for many who had been taught by the apostles yet survived. In the times of Clement, a serious dissension having arisen among the brethren in Corinth, the church of Rome sent a most suitable letter to the Corinthians, reconciling them in peace, renewing their faith, and proclaiming the doctrine lately received from the apostles.”

A little farther on he says:

“Evarestus succeeded Clement, and Alexander, Evarestus. Then Xystus, the sixth from the apostles, was appointed. After him Telesphorus, who suffered martyrdom gloriously; then Hyginus; then Pius; and after him Anicetus; Soter succeeded Anicetus; and now, in the twelfth place from the apostles, Eleutherus holds the office of bishop. In the same order and succession the tradition in the Church and the preaching of the truth has descended from the apostles unto us.”
From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Bishops In Jerusalem”

At this time Narcissus was the bishop of the church at Jerusalem, and he is celebrated by many to this day. He was the fifteenth in succession from the siege of the Jews under Adrian. We have shown that from that time first the church in Jerusalem was composed of Gentiles, after those of the circumcision, and that Marcus was the first Gentile bishop that presided over them. After him the succession in the episcopate was: first Cassianus; after him Publius; then Maximus; following them Julian; then Gaius; after him Symmachus and another Gaius, and again another Julian; after these Capito and Valens and Dolichianus; and after all of them Narcissus, the thirtieth in regular succession from the apostles.

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “How All Came To An Agreement Respecting The Passover”

Those in Palestine whom we have recently mentioned, Narcissus and Theophilus, and with them Cassius, bishop of the church of Tyre, and Clarus of the church of Ptolemais, and those who met with them, having stated many things respecting the tradition concerning the passover which had come to them in succession from the apostles, at the close of their writing add these words: “Endeavor to send copies of our letter to every church, that we may not furnish occasion to those who easily deceive their souls. We show you indeed that also in Alexandria they keep it on the same day that we do. For letters are carried from us to them and from them to us, so that in the same manner and at the same time we keep the sacred day.”

From Eusebius, Eusebius’ Church History, “The Episcopal Chair Of James”

The chair of James, who first received the episcopate of the church at Jerusalem from the Savior himself and the apostles, and who, as the divine records show, was called a brother of Christ, has been preserved until now, the brethren who have followed him in succession there exhibiting clearly to all the reverence which both those of old times and those of our own day maintained and do maintain for holy men on account of their piety. So much as to this matter.

St. John Chrysostom (345 – 407 A.D.)

From T. W. Chambers, “Preface” to Homilies of St. John Chrysostom:  “On The Epistles Of Paul To The Corinthians”

“The date of these Homilies is not exactly known: but it is certain that they were delivered at Antioch, were it only from Hom. 21:§. 9. ad fin. Antioch was at that time, in a temporal sense, a flourishing Church, maintaining 3,000 widows and virgins, [[1 Hom. 66 on St. Matt. T. 2:P. 422. ed. Savil.]] maimed persons, prisoners, and ministers of the altar; although, St. Chrysostom adds, its income was but that of one of the lowest class of wealthy individuals. It was indeed in a state of division, on account of the disputed succession in the Episcopate between the followers of Paulinus and Meletius since the year 362: but this separation affected not immediately any point of doctrine; and was in a way to be gradually worn out, partly by the labors of St. Chrysostom himself, whose discourse concerning the Anathema seems to have been occasioned by the too severe way in which the partisans on both sides allowed themselves to speak of each other. It may be that he had an eye to this schism in his way of handling those parts of the Epistles to the Corinthians, which so earnestly deprecate the spirit of schism and of party, and the calling ourselves by human names.
From J. H. Newman, “Preface” to The Commentary And Homilies Of St. John Chrysostom:  “On The Epistles Of St. Paul The Apostle To The Galatians And Ephesians”

Since Evagrius, the last Bishop of the Latin succession in the schism, died in A.D. 392, these Homilies must have been composed before that date.

From St. John Chrysostom (Archbishop Of Constantinople): On The Epistle Of St. Paul The Apostle To The Colossians, “Homily 3, Colossians 1:15-18”

Thou despisest not me, but the Priesthood; when thou seest me stripped of this, then despise me; then no more will I endure to impose commands. But so long as we sit upon this throne, so long as we have the first place, we have both the dignity and the power, even though we are unworthy. If the throne of Moses was of such reverence, that for its sake they were to be heard, much more the throne of Christ. It, we have received by succession; from it we speak; since the time that Christ hath vested in us the ministry of reconciliation.
St. Augustin (354 – 430 A.D.)

City of God

From Augustin, City of God, Book 15, Chapter 23, “Whether We Are To Believe That Angels, Who Are Of A Spiritual Substance, Fell In Love With The Beauty Of Women, And Sought Them In Marriage, And That From This Connection Giants Were Born”

Let us omit, then, the fables of those scriptures which are called apocryphal, because their obscure origin was unknown to the fathers from whom the authority of the true Scriptures has been transmitted to us by a most certain and well-ascertained succession. For though there is some truth in these apocryphal writings, yet they contain so many false statements, that they have no canonical authority. We cannot deny that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, left some divine writings, for this is asserted by the Apostle Jude in his canonical epistle. But it is not without reason that these writings have no place in that canon of Scripture which was preserved in the temple of the Hebrew people by the diligence of successive priests; for their antiquity brought them under suspicion, and it was impossible to ascertain whether these were his genuine writings, and they were not brought forward as genuine by the persons who were found to have carefully preserved the canonical books by a successive transmission.

From Augustin, City of God, Book 15, Chapter 27, “Of The Ark And The Deluge, And That We Cannot Agree With Those Who Receive The Bare History, But Reject The Allegorical Interpretation, Nor With Those Who Maintain The Figurative And Not The Historical Meaning”

Yet no one ought to suppose either that these things were written for no purpose, or that we should study only the historical truth, apart from any allegorical meanings; or, on the contrary, that they are only allegories, and that there were no such facts at all, or that, whether it be so or no, there is here no prophecy of the church. For what right-minded man will contend that books so religiously preserved during thousands of years, and transmitted by so orderly a succession, were written without an object, or that only the bare historical facts are to be considered when we read them?

From Augustin, City of God, Book 18, Chapter 39, “About The Hebrew Written Characters Which That Language Always Possessed”

Now we must not believe that Heber, from whose name the word Hebrew is derived, preserved and transmitted the Hebrew language to Abraham only as a spoken language, and that the Hebrew letters began with the giving of the law through Moses; but rather that this language, along with its letters, was preserved by that succession of fathers. Moses, indeed, appointed some among the people of God to teach letters, before they could know any letters of the divine law. The Scripture calls these men grammateisagwgei~v, who may be called in Latin inductores or introductores of letters, because they, as it were, introduce them into the hearts of the learners, or rather lead those whom they teach into them.

On the Holy Trinity, Doctrinal Treatises, Moral Treatises

From Augustin: On The Holy Trinity, Doctrinal Treatises, Moral Treatises, Section 35, “On The Profit Of Believing [De Utilitate Credendi.]”

When therefore we see so great help of God, so great progress and fruit, shall we doubt to hide ourselves in the bosom of that Church, which even unto the confession of the human race from [the] apostolic chair through successions Of Bishops, (heretics in vain lurking around her and being condemned, partly by the judgment of the very people, partly by the weight of councils, partly also by the majesty of miracles,) hath held the summit of authority. To be unwilling to grant to her the first place, is either surely the height of impiety, or is headlong arrogance. For, if there be no sure way unto wisdom and health of souls, unless where faith prepare them for reason, what else is it to be ungrateful for the Divine help and aid, than to wish to resist authority furnished with so great labor? And if every system of teaching, however mean and easy, requires, in order to its being received, a teacher or master, what more full of rash pride, than, in the case of books of divine mysteries, both to be unwilling to learn from such as interpret them, and to wish to condemn them unlearned?

Against the Epistle of Manichaeus called Fundamental

From St. Augustin: Against The Epistle Of Manichaeus called Fundamental. [Contra Epistolam Manicaei Quam Vocant Fundamentum], “Proofs Of The Catholic Faith”

The succession of priests keeps me, beginning from the very seat of the Apostle Peter, to whom the Lord, after His resurrection, gave it in charge to feed His sheep, down to the present episcopate.

Reply to Faustus the Manichaean

From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Quotes Passages To Show That The Apostle Paul Abandoned Belief In The Incarnation, To Which He Earlier Held. Augustin Shows That The Apostle Was Consistent With Himself In The Utterances Quoted”

Then, instead of rejecting a passage, he will reply by condemning the whole book as spurious. You have no resource against such an opponent. For all the testimony you can bring in favor of your book from antiquity or tradition will avail nothing. In this respect the testimony of the Catholic Church is conspicuous, as supported by a succession of bishops from the original seats of the apostles up to the present time, and by the consent of so many nations.

From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Quotes Passages To Show That The Apostle Paul Abandoned Belief In The Incarnation, To Which He Earlier Held. Augustin Shows That The Apostle Was Consistent With Himself In The Utterances Quoted”

In order to leave room for such profitable discussions of difficult questions, there is a distinct boundary line separating all productions subsequent to apostolic times from the authoritative canonical books of the Old and New Testaments. The authority of these books has come down to us from the apostles through the successions of bishops and the extension of the Church, and, from a position of lofty supremacy, claims the submission of every faithful and pious mind.
From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Asserts That Even If The Old Testament Could Be Shown To Contain Predictions, It Would Be Of Interest Only To The Jews, Pagan Literature Subserving The Same Purpose For Gentiles. Augustin Shows The Value Of Prophesy For Gentiles And Jews Alike”

The authority of our books, which is confirmed by the agreement of so many nations, supported by a succession of apostles, bishops, and councils, is against you. Your books have no authority, for it is an authority maintained by only a few, and these the worshippers of an untruthful God and Christ.

From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Asserts That Even If The Old Testament Could Be Shown To Contain Predictions, It Would Be Of Interest Only To The Jews, Pagan Literature Subserving The Same Purpose For Gentiles. Augustin Shows The Value Of Prophesy For Gentiles And Jews Alike”

2. AUGUSTIN replied: You are always answering arguments which no one uses, instead of our real arguments, which you cannot answer. No one says that Christ could not die if He had not been born; for Adam died though he had not been born. What we say is, Christ was born, because this is said not by this or that heretic, but in the holy Gospel; and He died, for this too is written, not in some heretical production, but in the holy Gospel. You set aside argument on the question of the true account to be given of Jesus, and refer to what He says of Himself, and what His apostles say of Him; and yet, when I begin to quote the Gospel of His apostle Matthew, where we have the whole narrative of Christ’s birth, you forthwith deny that Matthew wrote the narrative, though this is affirmed by the continuous testimony of the whole Church, from the days of apostolic presidency to the bishops of our own time. What authority will you quote against this? Perhaps some book of Manichaeus, where it is denied that Jesus was born of a virgin. As, then, I believe your book to be the production of Manichaeus, since it has been kept and handed down among the disciples of Manichaeus, from the time when he lived to the present time, by a regular succession of your presidents, so I ask you to believe the book which I quote to have been written by Matthew, since it has been handed down from the days of Matthew in the Church, without any break in the connection between that time and the present. The question then is, whether we are to believe the statements of an apostle who was in the company of Christ while He was on earth, or of a man away in Persia, born long after Christ. But perhaps you will quote some other book bearing the name of an apostle known to have been chosen by Christ; and you will find there that Christ was not born of Mary. Since, then, one of the books must be false, the question in this case is, whether we are to yield our belief to a book acknowledged and approved as handed down from the beginning in the Church founded by Christ Himself, and maintained through the apostles and their successors in an unbroken connection all over the world to the present day; or to a book which this Church condemns as unknown, and which, moreover, is brought forward by men who prove their veracity by praising Christ for falsehood.
From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Asserts That Even If The Old Testament Could Be Shown To Contain Predictions, It Would Be Of Interest Only To The Jews, Pagan Literature Subserving The Same Purpose For Gentiles. Augustin Shows The Value Of Prophesy For Gentiles And Jews Alike”

4. Faustus most plausibly refers to what Jesus said of Himself. But how is this to be known except from the narratives of His disciples? And if we do not believe them when they tell us that Christ was born of a virgin, how shall we believe what they record as said by Christ of Himself? For, as regards any writing professing to come immediately from Christ Himself, if it were really His, how is it not read and acknowledged and regarded as of supreme authority in the Church, which, beginning with Christ Himself, and continued by His apostles, who were succeeded by the bishops, has been maintained and extended to our own day, and in which is found the fulfillment of many former predictions. while those concerning the last days are sure to be accomplished in the future? In regard to the appearance of such a writing, it would require to be considered from what quarter it issued. Supposing it to have issued from Christ Himself, those in immediate connection with Him might very well have received it, and have transmitted it to others. In this case, the authority of the writing would be fully established by the traditions of various communities, and of their presidents, as I have already said. Who, then, is so infatuated as in our day to believe that the Epistle of Christ issued by Manichaeus is genuine, or to disbelieve Matthew’s narrative of Christ’s words and actions? Or, if the question is of Matthew being the real author, who would not, in this also, believe what he finds in the Church, which has a distinct history in unbroken connection from the days of Matthew to the present time, rather than a Persian interloper, who comes more than two hundred years after, and wishes us to believe his account of Christ’s words and actions rather than that of Matthew; whereas, even in the case of the Apostle Paul, who was called from heaven after the Lord’s ascension, the Church would not have believed him, had there not been apostles in life with whom he might communicate, and compare his gospel with theirs, so as to be recognized as belonging to the same society? When it was ascertained that Paul preached what the apostles preached, and that he lived in fellowship and harmony with them, and when God’s testimony was added by Paul’s working miracles like those done by the apostles, his authority became so great, that his words are now received in the Church, as if, to use his own appropriate words, Christ were speaking in him. Manichaeus, on the other hand, thinks that the Church of Christ should believe what he says in opposition to the Scriptures, which are supported by such strong and continuous evidence, and in which the Church finds an emphatic injunction, that whoever preaches to her differently from what she has received must be anathema.

From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Fails To Understand Why He Should Be Required Either To Accept Or Reject The New Testament As A Whole, While The Catholics Accept Or Reject The Various Parts Of The Old Testament At Pleasure. Augustin Denies That The Catholics Treat The Old Testament Arbitrarily, And Explains Their Attitude Towards It”

21. We can now answer the question, how we know that these books were written by the apostles. In a word, we know this in the same way that you know that the books whose authority you are so deluded as to prefer were written by Manichaeus. For, suppose some one should raise a question on this point, and should contend, in arguing with you, that the books which you attribute to Manichaeus are not of his authorship; your only reply would be, to ridicule the absurdity of thus gratuitously calling in question a matter confirmed by successive testimonies of such wide extent. As, then, it is certain that these books are the production of Manichaeus, and as it is ridiculous in one born so many years after to start objections of his own, and so raise a discussion on the point; with equal certainty may we pronounce it absurd, or rather pitiable, in Manichaeus or his followers to bring such objections against writings originally well authenticated, and carefully handed down from the times of the apostles to our own day through a constant succession of custodians.

From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Does Not Think It Would Be A Great Honor To Sit Down With Abraham, Isaac And Jacob, Whose Moral Characters As Set Forth In The Old Testament He Detests. He Justifies His Subjective Criticism Of Scripture. Augustin Sums Up The Argument, Claims The Victory, And Exhorts The Anichaeans To Abandon Their Opposition To The Old Testament Notwithstanding The Difficulties That It Presents, And To Recognize The Authority Of The Catholic Church”

To give a single example, were not some books published lately under the name of the distinguished physician Hippocrates, which were not received as authoritative by physicians? And this decision remained unaltered in spite of some similarity in style and matter: for, when compared to the genuine writings of Hippocrates, these books were found to be inferior; besides that they were not recognized as his at the time when his authorship of his genuine productions was ascertained. Those books, again, from a comparison with which the productions of questionable origin were rejected, are with certainty attributed to Hippocrates; and any one who denies their authorship is answered only by ridicule, simply because there is a succession of testimonies to the books from the time of Hippocrates to the present day, which makes it unreasonable either now or hereafter to have any doubt on the subject. How do we know the authorship of the works of Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Varro, and other similar writers, but by the unbroken chain of evidence? So also with the numerous commentaries on the ecclesiastical books, which have no canonical authority, and yet show a desire of usefulness and a spirit of inquiry. How is the authorship ascertained in each case, except by the author’s having brought his work into public notice as much as possible in his own lifetime. and, by the transmission of the information from one to another in continuous order, the belief becoming more certain as it becomes more general, up to our own day; so that, when we are questioned as to the authorship of any book, we have no difficulty in answering? But why speak of old books? Take the books now before us: should any one, after some years, deny that this book was written by me, or that Faustus’ was written by him, where is evidence for the fact to be found but in the information possessed by some at the present time, and transmitted by them through successive generations even to distant times? From all this it follows, that no one who has not yielded to the malicious and deceitful suggestions of lying devils, can be so blinded by passion as to deny the ability of the Church of the apostles — a community of brethren as numerous as they were faithful — to transmit their writings unaltered to posterity, as the original seats of the apostles have been occupied by a continuous succession of bishops to the present day, especially when we are accustomed to see this happen in the case of ordinary writings both in the Church and out of it.
From St. Augustin: Reply To Faustus The Manichaean [Contra Faustum Manichaeum], “Faustus Does Not Think It Would Be A Great Honor To Sit Down With Abraham, Isaac And Jacob, Whose Moral Characters As Set Forth In The Old Testament He Detests. He Justifies His Subjective Criticism Of Scripture. Augustin Sums Up The Argument, Claims The Victory, And Exhorts The Anichaeans To Abandon Their Opposition To The Old Testament Notwithstanding The Difficulties That It Presents, And To Recognize The Authority Of The Catholic Church”

If you acknowledge the supreme authority of Scripture, you should recognize that authority which from the time of Christ Himself, through the ministry of His apostles, and through a regular succession of bishops in the seats of the apostles, has been preserved to our own day throughout the whole world, with a reputation known to all.

The Harmony of the Gospel

From St. Augustin: The Harmony Of The Gospel, “Of Luke’s Gospel, And Specially Of The Harmony Between Its Commencement And The Beginning Of The Book Of The Acts Of The Apostles”

Luke, then, begins his narrative in the following fashion: “Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of these things which have been fulfilled among us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eye-witnesses, and ministers of the word; it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.”
Sermons on Selected Lessons of the New Testament

From St. Augustin: Sermons On Selected Lessons Of The New Testament, “Sermon 1 [Li. Benedictine Edition] Of The Agreement Of The Evangelists Matthew And Luke In The Generations Of The Lord”

Attend then to the generations of Christ, which Matthew has set down. “The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the son of Abraham.” How the Son of David, and the Son of Abraham? He could not be shown to be so, but by the succession of generations.

From St. Augustin: Sermons On Selected Lessons Of The New Testament, “Sermon 69 [Cxix. Ben.] On The Same Words, John 1 “In The Beginning Was The Word,” Etc.”

This our Lord, who for our sakes was made Man, was always God with the Father, and always will be, yea rather always Is; for where there is no succession of thee, there is no “hath been” and “will be.” For that of which it is said, “it hath been,” is now no more; that of which it is said, “it will be,” is not yet; but He always is, because He truly “is,” that is, is unchangeable.
Lectures or Tractates on the Gospel According to St. John

From St. Augustin: Lectures Or Tractates On The Gospel According To St. John, “Tractate 37 John 8:19, 20”

We, namely, the catholic faith, coming from the doctrine of the apostles planted in us, received by a line of succession, to be transmitted sound to posterity, — the catholic faith, I say, has, between both those parties, that is, between both errors, held the truth. In the error of the Sabellians, He is only one; the Father and Son is the same person: in the error of the Arians, the Father and the Son are indeed different persons; but the Son is not only a different person, but different in nature.

From St. Augustin: Lectures Or Tractates On The Gospel According To St. John, “Tractate 50 John 11:55-57, 12:1-11”

For not a few, inattentive to the Gospel, suppose that Judas only perished when he accepted money from the Jews to betray the Lord. It was not then that he perished, but he was already a thief, and a reprobate, when following the Lord; for it was with his body and not with his heart that he followed. He made up the apostolic number of twelve, but had no part in the apostolic blessedness: he had been made the twelfth in semblance, and on his departure, and the succession of another, the apostolic reality was completed, and the entireness of the number conserved.
On the Psalms

From St. Augustin On The Psalms, “Psalm 109”

Judas doth represent those Jews who were enemies of Christ, who both then hated Christ, and now, in their line of succession, this species of wickedness continuing, hate Him.

Socrates Scholasticus (Born about 380 A.D.)

From The Rev. A. C. Zenos, D.D., The Ecclesiastical History Of Socrates Scholasticus, “Life Of Socrates”

He [Socrates Sozomenus (Scolasticus)] gives the succession of the Novatian bishops of Constantinople.

Hermias Salamenes Sozomenius (Sozomen) (400 – 443 A.D.)

From Sozomen, The Ecclesiastical History Of Sozomen, Comprising A History Of The Church, From A.D. 323 To A.D. 425, “On The Death Of Alexander, Bishop Of Alexandria, At His Suggestion, Athanasius Receives The Throne; And An Account Of His Youth; How He Was A Self-Taught Priest, And Beloved By Antony The Great”

About this period Alexander, bishop of Alexandria, when about to depart this life, left Athanasius as his successor, in accordance, I am convinced, with the Divine will directing the vote upon him. It is said that Athanasius at first sought to avoid the honor by flight, but that he, although unwilling, was afterwards constrained by Alexander to accept the bishopric. This is testified by Apolinarius, the Syrian.
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