
JSL 9 & 10: Verbals --  Direct-Style variations

JSL 9A:
A. Types of Japanese verbals:
1. Vowel verbals: [vowel roots ending (i or e) + -ru]
2. Consonant verbals: 

[consonant roots ending (-or, -ur, -ar, s, k, t, r, m, n)+ -u] or 
ending in two vowels [add –w- + u] 

3. Special verbals: only five – [-ar roots ending + -u] -- 
irassyar-u, kudasar-u, gozar-u, ossyar-u, nasar-u

4. Irregular verbals: only two – “ku- ru”  & “su- ru”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
B. Distal-style: Stem + mas-u

1) Vowel: [stem + root] are the same
2) Consonant: [root + い] = stem
3) Special: [root + -ar + stem in –ai]
4) Irregular: 来る [root く, stem る]; する[root す, stem る] 

[Stem + たい] form (cf. JSL7B)
[お + stem + する] from (humble-polite/ cf. JSL7B)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Imperfective: 

Direct: Distal:
root stem mas-u form

1) –iru → i i mas-u
-eru → e e mas-u

2) consonant + -u → -consonant -c + i mas-u
a + u → -aw -ai mas-u
r + u → r -r + i mas-u

3) ar-u→ ar ai mas-u
4) ku-ru→ ku/ki/ko ki mas-u

su-ru→ su/si si mas-u

 (c)  All rights reserved by Yuki Kanai.



JSL 9B:
Direct-style: Perfective

Imperfective Perfective
1. Vowel

e-ru e-ru e-ta
i-ru I-ru I-ta

2. Consonants + u
ar-u a-tta  
or-u o-tta 

s-u s-ita
k-u (k) -ita

er-u ∅
ir-u ∅

t-u t-ta
r-u (r) -tta

vowel + u → (w)-u (w) -tta

m-u (m) -nda
n-u (n) -nda
b-u (b) -nda

g-u (g) -ida

3. Special [ar-u]
ar-u at-ta

4. Irregular
ku-ru ki-ta
su-ru si-ta

(c)  All rights reserved by Yuki Kanai.



JSL 10A: Verbals: Direct-style – Negative

1. Vowel: [root + na-i/-katta]
2. Consonant: [root + -ana-i/-katta]
3. Special: [root = ar + -ana-i/-katta]
4. Irregular: [ko-na-i/-katta], [si-na-i/katta]
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Imperfective Imper./Neg. Perf./Neg.
1) Vowel: 

e-ru e-nai e-na-katta
i-ru i-nai i-na-katta

2) Consonant + u:
ar-u ar-anai ar-na-katta
or-u or-anai or-na-katta
s-u s-anai s-ana-katta
k-u k-anai k-ana-katta
er-u er-anai er-ana-katta
ir-u ir-anai ir-ana-katta
t-u t-anai a-ana-katta
r-u r-anai r-ana-katta
vowel (w)-u vowel-w-anai vowel-w-ana-katta
m-u m-anai m-ana-katta
n-u n-anai n-ana-katta
b-u b-anai b-ana-kattta
g-u g-anai g-ana-katta

3) Special: 
ar-u ar-anai ar-ana-katta

(c)  All rights reserved by Yuki Kanai.


