
[image: image1]
Subject Matter Jurisdiction





Subject Matter Jurisdiction is the constitutional or legislative authority to grant relief that a party seeks.  It is the ability for the court to hear the “SUBJECT MATTER” in the case.





SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION CANNOT BE WAIVED





City Courts


Limited jurisdiction courts over claims up to $15,000 with no limit on counterclaims.





County Court


There is a county court in each jurisdiction except NYC.


$25,000 limit on money actions.  This is for the entire complaint and not individuals actions. Defendants must reside in the county.





NYC Civil Court


General Jurisdiction.


Amount in controversy cannot exceed $25,000.


The court has unlimited monetary jurisdiction as to counterclaims.


The jurisdiction is citywide, although there is a court in each county.





Small Claims Court


Can only handle cases which are less than $3,000.  Counterclaims can only be those which could also be brought in small claims court.





District Courts (Nassau & Suffolk)


Jurisdiction for recovery of money actions & Chattel which does not exceed $15,000. Counterclaims are unlimited





Supreme Court of New York


Statewide court of unlimited jurisdiction.


THE court of general jurisdiction and its power is derived from the state constitution.


Has exclusive jurisdiction over matrimonial actions and Article78 proceedings and declaratory judgment actions.


Can hear constitutional issues, but can’t award $$.





Justice Courts


Exist in some towns and villages.


Monetary jurisdiction is limited to $3,000





Family Court


A statewide court with a branch in each county. Original jurisdiction over all litigation relating to family life except divorces (matrimonial actions).


Concurrent jurisdiction with the Surrogate court over adoptions





Surrogate’s Court


Statewide court with a branch in each county.  Jurisdiction to all matters involving the affairs of decedents, guardianship of minors and with family court adoptions. Also probates wills and administers estates.





Court of Claims


JURISDICTION OVER ALL TORT AND CONTRACT CLAIMS AGAINST THE STATE.


Also, damages based on violations of rights guaranteed by the state constitution.


ONLY THE STATE CAN BE SUED HERE.


Third party claims must go elsewhere.





Appellate Division of the Supreme Court


4 Department – Queens is the 2nd department


Hears issues of fact & law


(You should always get 2 chances to have your facts heard)





Court of Appeals


The highest court in the state.  Except for death penalty cases and where the Appellate division has made a finding of fact, the Court of Appeals only hears issues of fact.  Y


You are appointed by the governor and it is ratified by the state senate.


They may also render advisory opinions when requested to do so by the US Supreme Court, the Federal court of Appeals or any other State’s highest Court.








Appellate Term of the Supreme Court


Hears cases which are appeals from the NYC Civil court, housing court, country courts and district, city and town courts.


From the appellate term you can appeal to the appellate division











