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Canadian company runs from mining mess

By I Navia

Acrion starring Jehn Travelt yvou
would realize just liow threslening aur

world can be, In that realdife film
Travolte was a Twyer trvang 1o hald a big
corpontion accoimiable for is awiul and
threntening envirommental praclices in a
seeall ewral town. While the differences
hetween the movie and the Marinduque
mining disaster nre of locntion and goyv-
ermment prodection Inws, the issue of cor-
poraie abuse is preity much the same.

Since President Glorin Mocopagal
Arroyo's visit this past Jansary one of the
muain issues that has wrisen is the
Canadian company Placer Dome’s prag-
tices in Murinduque, For those who are
unaware of the Bsue, here's abitafa
bockgrownd; Since 1969, Placer Dome hos
cvwvned 39.9%% of the shores in the
Mlareopper Mining Corporntion that has
been mining in the Philippines. During
that time several mining-related accidents
hoppened in Marindugue. Most of them
were due 10 bod management which
resulted in the dumping of mine wostes
into the waters of Colancan Bay, This has
alTected nearby sources of foed (fish) as
well as allegedly causing lead poisening
among ores residents, Thoss in Calancan
Hay were never mformigd of the dumping
praclices by Marcopper and Placer Dome,

The problems ot only dealt with dump-
g praciees in Masinduque. The Mogpog
river dam was built by Marcopper and
Flacer Doate 1o stop any foxic wasles from

IF}'uu‘w secn the 1995 flm A Civil

flowing down the mountains intoe the
Mogpog villages. In 1993, a flood caused
the dam 1o burst and resulted in the wash-
ing away of houses and the destimiction of
livestock and crops, people™s means of
livelihood in Mogpog, The dam was even-
tually eebirili, bug by 190G, the loxic wasie
overflow continued downsteeam into the
river ance more, Anoiher spill, this time in
Boae, gocurmed in 1996 and raised severnl

While the Congress of
the Philippines holds
hearings to examine
this tssue, Placer
Dome officials have
refused to answer for
the problems they have
caused abroad.

concerns about the siability of these dams.
An Intemal review wis conducted by a
Vancouver-based engineering firm, Klahn
Crippen, which found the dam in
Marinduque to be on the verge of another
necident. The report wams that “failure of
the dam {in Marindugque) is virual cerfsin.
ty in the near term under current conglis
tions™ and will lezd o a “potential for loss

of life.”

How does Placer Dome and Marcopper
denl with these new findings? Well they
keep the report from gaing public while
miking & prosnise to clean ap the problem
1 the Mhilippine govemment. To date, the
problems remnin in Marncugue, enly this
time Plecer Dome has moved bs office
back into thie safe hnven of Cannda,

While the Congress of the Philippines
halds hearings to exnmine this issue,
Placer Dome officials hove refused to
answer for the problems they have caused
abrowd.

Theough the ¢Morts during the GMA
visit by peaple like Philippine
Congressman Edmundo Reves aml the
peeple at Mining Wateh Canneda, die
Placer Danee 1ssue has been projected as
a perfect example of bad foreizn invest-
ment practices abroad.

When it comes to foreign investnuent, it
appenrs that the general rile i (o extrngt
the nyast profit from underdeveloped
couniries by any means necessary.

Placer Dome should be lseld aceoumable
instend of projected. When things like this
oecur, it should ne longer be a profit con-
cem. [t should be a hemanity coneem.

How can people live with themselves
knowing that they are killing other human
beings in other countries for profit and
investments? It%s a shame when a country
like Canada, which inemationally pro-
motes Msell as 3 stiabard bearer of huimsi
rights, i fet houses and protects compa-
nics respoensible for injustices. We really
are no berter than those we criticize.

Listen to

on CKCU, 93.1 FM

Talahayang Bayan

the radio show that highlights issues
concerning the Filipino community
every second Monday at 6:30 p.m.
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