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Philippine president flails in face of protests

By Joc Calugny

“doatblespeak,” Philippine President

Gloria Macapagal Amroye recently
called opponsins of joint U.S.-Philippine
militarny exencizes in Mindanno “nm
Filipinas™ and “Abu Sayyal lovers,” 1
seems she has honped even elected polii-
cians inlo her category of “pradectors of
terrorists,’” given that the crities include
her vice president and members of the
Senate wmd Congress.

It"s an artless wctic Mvoured by despols:
[F yonr hivve nov leg to stand an, ihen [abel
your erilics a3 enemics of the state,

If nothing else, Ms, Amroyo’s tirade
paint to the bankruptey of her reasoning
for allowing the LS, troops 1o enter e
Philippines ostensibly [or training excreis-
s o help rid the countey of the Alu
Savval menace,

But bet’s take a closer look at the critics”
arpuments that the Amoyo adminisraiion
has failed 10 reban.

In it classic example of Crwellian

CONSTITUTIONALITY

The mann argument of Ballkatan 02-1
opponents lias rested on tie need to pro-
tect Philipping soversignty and territorial
integrity, hardly the concem of those who
are “not Filipinos,”™

As the legal embadinnent of Philippine
sovereigity, the 1987 Cowarinndon pro-
babis foreign teoops, military bases or
facilities i the Philippines “excepl undsr
atreaty duly concurred in by Senate.” The
critics say no sush treaty exises, while the
government points o the 1999 Fiining
Forces Agrecemert (VEAY and the 1933
Miererd Defense Treany (MDT) with the
L5, as their legal basis.

Conlirued &5 'U3. Tocps' o poga 4

by Fegie Aan

Protesters in Oitawa denounce U.S. military presence in the Philippines.

Arroyo’s visit: Much ado ahout nothing

The following Is a firsr-person accoind of
events during the visit of President Gloria
Muacapragal Arraye — or GMA — to Qiava
anJdun. 29 2002 I was weitfer by
CUFSA president and Talakavang Bayen
radia reporier Ainee Bebose.

taround 3 p.m. at Place de Ville, |

A;:m‘ some Filipines in fancy office
tires and polished shoes, waiting,
[ talked 10 some who came from Montresl
and asked them what they expected from
the president’s visit, One of them said he
was imerested in hearing what she has to
say about the situation in the Philippines.
Alll can remember is his eyes thal
seemed full of skepticism.
Chutside Plage de Ville, CUFSA aml

Pilipinong Migrane 53 Canpda gathered
witl oteer Filiplno groups freny Montreal,

They were all carrying protest placands,
Their numbers, meluding youtls, impressed
mie. | whipped out my recordsr and stared
asking tem why they wers there, Again, |
was impressed by their knowledge of die
issues and their conviction against GMA
allowing ULS. troops into the Philippines.

The protesters proceeded w the front of
the Crovwne Plaza Hotel, sehere GMA was
to deliver a speech o some miemibers of
the Filipino commuanity, aind staned their
chants, Other members of Pinay, PMSC
and CUFSA, steod ot each end of the
block and handed out prodest statements,

“Imperyalismo, ibogsak! Pyudalismo,
ibagsak! Mosopagal-Arroyo, babagsak!
LLE, troops oul of the Philippines! A peo-
ple united will never be defeated!™
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