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U.S. Troops: continued from page 1

Crities counter that the YEA wasn't rati-
fied by the ULS, Senate and is therefore
not duly recognized as a (reaty by bath
countries.

But even those wlo consider the VEA a
treaty, such as its principal author, Szn.
Blos Ople, have said the Balikaian exers
cises aren't covered by the agrecmicnt.

And the MDT? Well, it only applics
wliz there &5 an extenal threat to cither
countries” ierrilocial integrity, which the
Abu Savval, despire the sketchy claims of
their link to the Al-Cheda network, is not.

CORRUPTION

One con hoedly expect preseribed soli-
tions 10 the Abu Sayyaf problem from
“proteciors of terrorists,” But the New
Patriotie Alliance (BAYAM), a lefiist
umbrella of people’s orgonizations, hns
insisted that the Abu Sayyaf can be wiped

ot withaur foreign military interventian.
The most obvious weakness of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines is comeption,
which no amount of training and

weapons upgrade frem the U5, can ¢limi-
nate, but which political will can.

BAYAMN points 1o an incident in June
2001 as an example of AFP comuption
and collusion with terrorists, [n that inci-
dent, the Abu Sayyal was sumrounded by
the AFP inside a hospial compound. By
all pecounts, it loaked ta be the end of the
terrarist group and the kidnapping crisis,
But; mirculously, the group ¢scaped
through a backdoor afier some ransom
nioiey exchanged hands — with AFP com-
meanders allegedly 1aking a cul — and sol-
diers guarding the door hod withdravwn
from their posis, A sweeping investigation
Iins failed to juen up any evidense of cor-
ruption despite damning 1estinienies from
a hosiape wilness and Sen, Sergio

Osmena whose plane was bormowed 1o
trunsfer the ransom.,

BAYAN and other eritics of Balikatun
further argue that the presence of hun-
dreds of LL5. troops in the hot 2ones of
Mindanao will not mean eveniual peace
and stability. Indeed, their bigzest fear i
ihat this is only o lit fuse heading iownrds
a powder keg, The ULS. S1ae Depariment
itself has estimated the core fghters of
the Abo Sayyaf to muonber no more than
200 The crities wonder if the U5, isn't
abso eyeing much laroer asmed cissicen
groups such os the Moro [skamic
Liberation Front and the Mew People's
Army a5 future 1argets for their anti-ter-
rarism campaigns. Thal would mean a
mere intense involvement and o longer
stay for U.5. ireaps in the ceuntry -
semelhing that would be unilaterally
fvourable to American geo-palitical and
econdmic interesls in Sowlienst Asia,

Protest: continued from page 1

Screansing nmiy [ungs out with the pro-
testers was exhilicating. [ was mooved and
amazed by the unity they displayed.

At nround 5 pomne, another CUFSA mem-

ber and 1 decided to join the rest of the
Filipino comniunity inside the hotel who
waited for GMA's armival. On our way in,
we were stopped by police officers who
saw us come from the picket line. They
scrutinized our invitation cards and
allowed us i witlowt incident.

The hall was packed. Media people filled
the front part of tee hall, and the lirst five
rows were filled with Philippine embassy
people, [ randomly asked people wiliy they
were there and was surprised 1o leas thae
ol of them didn't have any deeper reason
than 1o see the president and hear what she
Texd oo say 1o the compemity.

When the president Anally arrived, |
stood up with 1he rest of the erowd, but ]
didn’t elap with the others. [ was more
intent on seeing what she looked like in
eersom,

It ook a while for her 10 ge1 on slage as
she shook hands with peaple and got pho-
tographed,

She stonted her specch by areeting the
crowd in various Filipino dinlects, Each

grecting met with a response of approval
and loud elapping. Represent!

She spake 1o e ¢rowd with confidence
and reassuranees. She said the Philippines
is in & betcer state, corparing e coun-
try"s GDP with other Seutheast Asian
countries. She then praised the crowd of
Filiping immigranis to Canada, saying
they were the anes keeping 1he econormy
aflont. She called them the “new investos
of the Philippines.” neatly avoiding the
word “remittances.”

As she talked about how the country is
dependent on the maney sent by people
abroad, she failed to mention how that
mioney s eamed, She neplected 10 describe
how some endere aboses 1o eam those dol-
Lars, altkough she did acknowledpe the
sacrifices these people have made by sepa-
rting from their families so that they can
hinve a better life in the Philippines. To me,
her speech seemied to basically encourage
Filipines to seek work abroad. 1 wns ot
impressed by her speech ot all because
none of the mone pressing issues in the
Philippines was memioned,

She asked the Filipino community for
support and once mone gave assurmnces that
the Philippines is in good condilion. To seal

the -minute speech, the crowd gave loud
epplause, something which | refused 10
Jjoin. I nediced cthers who weren™t applaud-
ing. Call me eymical, bui [ dan®t think die
Philippines is in good condition, especially
when GMA just sold us out to the LS,

After the speech, [ wanted to get some
sound bites from the president, so [ scur-
rigdl to the front of her entournge. When |
came face-to-Face with her, | was cought 3
ligtle off-guard, | didn’t think [ could
break through ber bodyguards, one of
whom was still trying 1o hold me back,
But all she said was that CLIFSA mei-
bers should study hard and finish owr
studies. Feeling a little patranized, | asked
her how she was poing to address the
Marinduqus mining issue. With a big
smile, she said it had already been
adidressed, And that was that.

I lost the entourage, but | managed to
speak 10 a man who listened 1o e
speech. He, oo, felt insulicd over being
called a “new invesiar af the Philippines.”

I remember thinking low it was all such
i pointless gathering, 1 should have just
stayeid outsicle with the rest of the protests
era. Al lenst T would have lind fun velling
my lupgs aut.



