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A CALL TO STOP THE KILLING OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN THE PHILIPPINES

KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives strongly condemns the rise of political killings in the Philippines targeting religious leaders, trade union leaders, human rights defenders and members of progressive organizations.

The most recent incident is the summary execution of Diosdado Fortuna, President of Nestle Philippines Union in Calamba, Laguna on September 22, 2005.

Workers at Nestle Philippines have been on strike for the past three years.  They have encountered violent dispersals and harassments on top of being denied of their economic rights.  Diosdado Fortuna valiantly led the union up to his last breath.  Mr. Fortuna was gunned down on September 22, 2005 at 6 pm aboard his motorcyle on his way home from the picket line.

The perpetrators, unidentified men riding a motorcyle, were believed to be members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Philippine National Police (PNP).  Mr Fortuna was one of the speakers at a public rally on September 21, commemorating the 33rd anniversary of Martial Law under the Marcos regime.  He drew parallels to the current government’s track record on human rights violations and its suppression of workers’ economic and political rights.  During both these events, the military and the police were on red alert and highly visible in Cabuyao and Calamba where they set up checkpoints.

Prior to the summary execution of Diosdado Fortuna, Rev. Raul Domingo died on September 4th two weeks after being shot by suspected military agents in Puerto Princesa, Palawan.  He was a 35-year old pastor of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), an active anti-mining activist and one of the many church leaders who called for substantive government reforms.   In another incident, two suspected military agents riding a motorcycle killed Atty. Norman Bocar, a lawyer and human rights defender, on September 1, 2005 in Borongan, Eastern Samar.  He was the regional chairman of BAYAN, a coalition of patriotic organizations in the Philippines.

These are just three of the almost 100 activists, religious leaders, human rights defenders and trade union leaders killed since the beginning of this year.  KAIROS has signed a petition and urgent action alert issued by the Trade for People Campaign of the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance based in Geneva calling for an immediate and impartial investigation into all recent extrajudicial executions, and the prosecution of those involved in the killings.  KAIROS has written letters to the President of the Philippines and related government agencies on behalf of the Canadian churches to express our condemnation and sadness over the targeted killings, including members of our partner churches and groups, the National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP), the Promotion of Church People’s Response (PCPR), the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP), the Ecumenical Bishops Forum (EBF) and allied groups working for social justice.

A recent ecumenical delegation to the Philippines organized by the World Council of Churches reported on the rising number of political killings and on “large-scale human rights violations including police and military intimidation, illegal detention, and torture of peasants working on the farms of rich landlords ...”  The WCC delegation report also stated that “among the root causes of the current turmoil in the country are:  the inadequacies of state institutions such as the judiciary, inequitable distribution of resources which traps many Filipinos in abject poverty, and the monopoly of transnational corporations and other foreign interests in resource extraction”.

KAIROS mourns each death and deplores the ongoing violence.  We stand in solidarity with our partners and the Filipino people in their struggle to assert their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.  We uphold their right to defend those rights without fear for their lives or violent reprisal.

We ask the Philippine government to take the following measures:

1. Carry out an immediate and impartial investigation into all extrajudicial executions and other forms of human rights violations committed against the Filipino people.  Make the results of these investigations public and bring those responsible to justice;

2. Repeal all legislation that contravenes the economic and political rights of the people, including the 1995 Mining Act, which puts corporate profit before the interest of people and the environment;

3. Immediately stop further extrajudicial executions and other human rights violations and order the chain of command of the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine National Police to strictly enforce international standards and national laws protecting the civil and political rights of citizens.

Our concern about these killings springs from our deep belief in the sacredness of life as a gift from God, and our responsibility to protect the rights of the people.
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KAIROS:  Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives is a coalition of Canadian churches, church baased agencies and religious organizations dedicated to promoting human rights, justice and peace, viable human development and universal solidarity among the people of the Earth.
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