PACK 285 JANUARY 2008 NEWSLETTER


Pack News

PACK WEBSITE
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Be sure to check out the website often for Den schedules, present and past newsletters, links of interest and other information.  The website is usually up to date and can be relied on to provide current information.  The website is located at www.geocities.com/cubscoutpack285.  The website will NOT contain personal information.  The Pack is looking for someone to author/maintain the website; if you are interested in supporting the Pack with a few hours a MONTH of your time, please see Karl (Cubmaster) at your earliest convenience. He can be reached at 301-668-2235.  

[image: image7.wmf]KIWANIS GIFT WRAPPING A SUCCESS!
Thanks to all those Parents and Scouts who supported the Kiwanis in their major fundraiser for the year.  Not only did you support our Charter Organization, but you also supported the families less fortunate than us.  A thank you note from the Kiwanis:

To club members, friends of Kiwanis, fellow-wrappers and would-be helpers: 

I hope you had a great Christmas and Holiday season. Larry Fellows, his two adult sons and I just finished removing all the giftwrap materials from the mall for storage at Larry's facility. I said good-bye for us all to the pizza guys, the fellows at Shenk & Tittle and, of course, the Dollar Store - all mall neighbors and long time supporters of our efforts.

So, the mall is back to normal, and I can now report that we did very well this year, approaching and nearly exceeding our all-time record which was in 2006. Our success will make a big difference in the Frederick community and it is all thanks to the many hours spent wrapping not only by our club members but also by the many, many volunteers who signed up in greater numbers than ever before. 

This email is also going to those who asked if they can help next year. We appreciate your spirit of volunteerism and the answer is, of course, Yes! You will be hearing from us as the next giftwrap season approaches. 

Again, thanks for all your help. For those of you whose schedule did not permit helping as much as you would have liked, there is always next year! 

Have a great Holiday and wonderful New Year. 

Regards, 

Dave Maloney 

Kiwanis Club of Suburban Frederick 
PINEWOOD DERBY
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The Pack 285 Annual Pinewood Derby race was held on Saturday, January 12th at St. Joseph Catholic church.  The race was hosted by Mike and Tina Foertschbeck with Pack 651 providing the track.  Turnout was fantastic with 36 of 47 registered Scouts entering a car along with a combination of 6 Adults and siblings participating.  Every Scout who entered a car received a 2008 Pinewood Derby participation ribbon, Pinewood Derby patch and a free hot dog with drink.  Trophies were handed out to the top three finishers of each Den and to the various car category competition winners.  The top three finishers this year were:

	Tigers
	Wolfs

	1st Place – Nathan S.*
	1st Place – PJ

	2nd Place – Kyle H. *
	2nd Place – Timmy S.

	3rd Place – Ian R.*
	3rd Place – Chris S.

	Bears
	Webelos

	1st Place – Nicholas F.*
	1st Place – Jarred D.

	2nd Place – Derek F.*
	2nd Place – William S.

	3rd Place – Nicolas F.*
	3rd Place – Jack F.

	* = Super Derby Participants


	Category
	Scout Name

	Best Paint Job
	Jaedon T. (Webelos II)

	Best Scout Theme
	Stephen F. (Webelos I)

	Best Use of Imagination
	Brady P. (Bear)

	Best Design
	Nathaniel N. (Bear)

	Most Realistic
	Dimitri E. (Tiger)

	Most Original Design
	Sean C. (Webelos I)


Special thanks to Mike and Tina for setting this activity up.  Thanks to Dan Neuland and the Den Chiefs for their support.  Thanks to all the Scouts, Siblings and Adults who participated.  Also thanks to those who helped clean up!
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Pack 285 Pinewood Derby

UPCOMING PACK ACTIVITIES
FEBRUARY

· Rechartering begins!  
· What is Rechartering?  The Boy Scouts of America renews its federal charter each year through a formal reporting to Congress. They (the BSA,) in turn, have granted charters to sponsoring (chartered) organizations. And like the BSA and the U.S. Congress, these chartered organizations must report to Scouting once each year to renew their local charters. Chartered organizations are issued a charter, effective for one year, to operate a Cub Scout Pack. The charter year is not necessarily the same as the calendar or program year (the current Pack charter indicates the charter expiration date.) In the months prior to the charter expiration date, the District Executive, Unit Commissioner, Pack Committee, and Cubmaster all play an important role in the preparation and execution of the rechartering process.  Every year, the BSA requires that each Pack recharter.
· During the month of February, the Pack 285 Rechartering Committee will solicit the parent/grandparent/guardian of each scout their intent to recharter/renew their commitment with Pack 285.  There will be a nominal fee of $40 associated with Rechartering.  The fee goes towards registration, insurance, Boys Life, Scout books and much more.  Rechartering is very time sensitive and therefore MUST be completed by February 26th.   Please RSVP to your Den Leader and/or Cristi Homburg (Tiger Assistant Leader) your intention to recharter with $40 cash or check made out to PACK 285.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact your Den Leader, Cub Master and/or Cristi.
· February 26th Pack Meeting – Blue and Gold and AOL Ceremony
Please join us in celebrating the birthday of Scouting as well as awarding the Webelos II with The Arrow of Light Award, which is the highest rank in Cub Scouting.
· Where: Tuscarora Elementary School

· Time: 7:15 pm

· Theme: Chinese New Year
· Why: Celebrate the Birthday of Scouting with great food, drink and desert
· Chinese buffet will be served.
· Cost: This year the pack will be covering all costs of the evening. Fundraising has made this possible. Please be sure to support your pack financially again next year.

· Please RSVP to your Den Leaders before February 15.  It is very important that we get an accurate headcount.   If you have any questions, please see Beth Werner or Karl Noah.
February (continued)
· February 16th – Pack 285 ice skating from 6:30pm to 8:00pm at Skate Frederick.
· Stayed tuned to future Pack e-mail and fliers for more information…

March
· March 9th – Pinewood Super Derby

· More information forthcoming…

· March 18th Pack Meeting – Flag Retirement Ceremony
DEN NEWS
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Tigers
The Tigers had a lot of excitement month!  We, of course, all had fun making our Pinewood Derby cars and had a great time at the Derby.  We want to thank our Tiger Leader Tina for all the hard work she put into the event, and her husband Mike for helping Tigers Kyle and Justin with our cars!!  Thank you!!   
 
At our first meeting back after the holidays, the Tigers jumped right in to learning about keeping ourselves safe and healthy.  We talked about eating healthy foods, getting plenty of sleep, and exercising to keep our bodies strong.  We talked about keeping our bodies clean and brushing our teeth, too!  We talked about being safe and what to do in case of an emergency.  We each got an "In Case of Emergency" card for us to fill out with our families and post it in a safe place near the telephone so we know what to do and who to call just in case.  We talked about emergency phone numbers and never to call them if it is not an emergency!
 
We also learned what a Food Pyramid was. We talked about what foods make up a well-balanced diet and healthy snacks.  We cut out pictures of foods and and glued them onto our own Food Pyramids to take home and remind us to eat healthy!   You, too, can do this at www.mypyramid.gov!
 
To bring to close this month's theme, we ended with a "Go and See it" with a tour of the Kingsbrook Giant grocery store.  Kendra was kind enough to guide us through the store and show us the various departments.  We talked about the different food groups and saw all kinds of different fruits and vegetables, the dairy products, the bakery, the meat department, the frozen foods and the best of all, the Lobster Tank!!  Did you know you can put a lobster to sleep by petting it's tail?  Really!  Look at our pictures here of the Tigers visiting the Lobster tank and putting one to sleep!  We even got to pet him!   Thank you Kendra at Kingsbrook Giant for the Activity Books!
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This month the Tigers completed:
 

Achievements 3D and 3G


Elective #17 - Make a Model (Pinewood Derby)
Elective #23 - What Kind of Milk? 

Elective #27 - Emergency  
Elective #44 - Diary Products


Elective #45 - Fresh Baking 

Tonight the Tigers will perform the Opening and Closing Ceremonies for the first (and last) time this year.  We hope we do a good job!
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Wolves 
The wolves began this month by completing the Your Flag Achievement that goes toward finishing their Wolf trail. They also designed a stand for their Pinewood Derby cars. At their second meeting, they completed their Tools for Fixing and Building Achievement. For this, they built a trophy stand. It was great to see that all of the boys participated in the Pinewood Derby. Congratulations to all for the creative designs! 
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Webelos I
The Webelos worked on their handyman achievement this month.  Mr. Karl bravely opened his garage and loaned us his car to learn to change tires, change tail lights, and check the oil. The boys also learned to put air into bicycle tires and make adjustments. The boys agreed that changing a car tire is much harder than it looks.
Webelos II
This month, we went to the Maryland Ensemble Theater, in Frederick, to complete our Showman requirement.  The boys had a great time "acting".  The program was really wonderful, and I would recommend it to all future Webelos.  We finished up our craftsman badge by making a great little shelf.  They really enjoyed using power tools.  Only 2 pins left!!!  Also, congrats to everyone who participated in the Pinewood Derby.  I am not sure how the rest of the den did, but Jack received a 3rd place trophy in the Webelos category.
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