WORLD URBANIZATION



During the last 25 years of the last century, there has been an demographic explosion especially in the poorer countries of the world, mainly in Africa, Asia and to a minor extend Latin America. This is due to advancements in medicine aimed at preventing death at an early age. This in turn, created a bulge in the younger generation, capable of reproduction and increasing the birth rate. Unfortunately, this increase was not matched by the death rate, meaning the population is growing at a much faster rate than ever.


The ever-ballooning population is reflected especially in the cities of the Third World, where a growth of 50% to over 100% is not uncommon. For example, the population of Mexico City has increased by almost 50% from 1985 to 2000. Other cities like Lagos in Nigeria or Dacca in Bangladesh has more than double within the same interval of time. The increase usually comes as the people from the rural area look for jobs in the cities. They are also usually overpopulated and the family farm cannot sustain them. This major migration of people in a limited space has catastrophic consequences. For the majority of those who flock to cities, they are forced onto the streets. They make their own houses in the city outskirts, creating a huge sanitation and pollution problem. They do not have access to clean water, creating a further risk of diseases and infections. Furthermore, the people are usually not well educated and have limited contraception. 

