Stone of Scone
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The Stone of Scone, also known as the Stone of Destiny, has an obscure history. The Stone is surrounded in myth. It is said to have been Jacob's Pillow and it was brought to Scotland from the Holy Land. Some people also say that Saint Patrick himself blessed this rock for use in crowning the kings of Scotland.

The Stone of Destiny, on which Scottish kings had been crowned since immemorial time, was stolen in 1296 by Edward I, [image: image3.jpg]


when the British invaded Scotland.  The British king apparently regarded it as an important symbol of Scottish sovereignty. According to the treaty of Northampton in 1328, England recognizing Scotland's sovereignty and King Edward III promised to return the Stone to its rightful owners. But somehow the King never got around to fulfilling is end of the bargain, and the Stone of Destiny remained in London.
The stone of destiny spent recent memory surrounded by other special stones, at London's Westminster Abbey. The rock was fitted beneath the seat of a [image: image4.jpg]


regal wooden chair, and it has been part of every British coronation since it was stolen, including that of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. After keeping the precious stone for seven centuries, the British government finally return it to Scotland in 1996. 

One legend says the stone is a fake, as the canny Scots hid the real one when they saw King Edward coming. They suggests that the original Stone of Destiny was white marble, carved with decorative figures and it didn’t resemble at all to the plain slab of yellow sandstone with a single Latin cross carved on it that sat beneath the throne in Westminster Abbey for these past seven centuries.
Finally, the royal stone will rest in Scotland's capital, Edinburgh Castle, where it's reported that the Scots will charge the public the equivalent of $10 to see it. 
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