Superstitions
Throughout the periods of history, from ancient to present, people have feared what they did not understand. That is why they relied on practices like superstitions to explain the phenomenons happening around them. Superstitions are the desire to ease Fate and invite Fortune. Three of the many superstitions are related to the Shakespearian age: mentioning the name “Macbeth” in a particular place, accepting witchcraft as true and believing in luck charms of many sorts.
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The first superstition is linked with one of Shakespeare’s plays, Macbeth also known as “The Scottish play” or “The bards play”. It is believed that it’s bad luck to quote from the play or even to mention the name “Macbeth” inside a theatre, be it the stage, the house, the lobby, or especially the dressing rooms. The results of this action would bring bizarre accidents on the set to actual deaths within the group. There are many origins for this superstition. Actors believe it has something to do with the witches’ song in Macbeth to own the power of casting spells. However, the true reason is often ignored. It began long ago during the stock business days, when theatre companies used to struggle to remain in the industry. Habitually, during the end of a season, in an attempt to improve ticket sales and attendance, they would declare the production of crowd’s favourite play, Macbeth. However if times were dreadful even the well admired play would not be enough to save the company. Thus, the corporation is put out of work therefore, people fear the play.
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The second superstition is about witches and witchcraft, something that people believed in before and still do in the present time. Witches are people who are deemed to exercise supernatural powers. They are said to be servants of the devil. The origin of the word “witch” comes from the word “wicce” and “wicca” which basically means a female practitioner of the Wiccan religion. Although at first the church was somewhat tolerant towards witchcraft, later on, its attitude began to harden. Hence, witch-hunting possessed Europe from about 1050 to the end of the 17th century. While most of the witches were hung, other punishments included burning, mutilating, branding, whipping, dunking, locking in the stocks, jailing, disciplining, banishing, or selling into slavery. Recent historians estimate that around 50,000 to 200,000 citizens died during the witch-hunt, 95% of them being women. But the real question remains, do we really need to fear black magic? According to scientists there is no logical proof that any definite witch existed or that the magic they performed actually did what it was meant to do. 
[image: image3.jpg]January
February
March
April
May
June

July
August
Seprember
October
November

December

Garnet @)
Amethyt @
Agquamarine @
Diamond &
Emerald” &

Pearl &

Ry @
Peridot @
Sapphire @)

Opal @

Citrine @
Blue Topaz @




Finally there are amulets, gems, charms, talismans and mascots. Although made in different shapes and worn in particular ways, the reason behind their use is the same. These articles help ward off diseases and bad luck. Anything that you consider brings you luck or protects you is a talisman. Why do people wear them? Ask the question to a bearer and he will probably tell you that he follows instinct, not logic. It’s a simple matter of intuition rather than common-sense. But do they really bring good luck? There’s no scientific justification for that. However, the  items can help the owner by letting him have faith in himself. As a result, they tend to realize that they alone create the luck. 
To conclude, superstitions have been with us for centuries. They inform believers what’s right and what’s wrong. They are used as a guide in a world overflowing with sins and they facilitate them to seek fortune. Although people practice this ritual without even knowing it, accepting superstitions is one’s own choice.
