SAO PAULO: THE BRAZILIAN CHALLENGE
Since the beginning of this century, thanks to medical advances, our lives have been extended. Unfortunately, this resulted in the exponential growth of the world population, most of whom are located in the Third World. Urban centers in those countries are growing faster than urban planners can manage; shantytowns are appearing on city limits, pollution, homelessness, unemployment, etc. The Brazilian city of Sao Paulo is a vivid example of one such city facing these challenges in the Third World.

GROWTH


From its humble beginnings in the 17th century as a small town, Sao Paulo has grown tremendously since. In 1996, there were an estimated 9.931 million inhabitants within the city limits, not including the metropolitan area. In the next 4 years, 394,000 more were added to already densely populated city (The World Gazetteer, 2004). Fortunately in recent years, the growth has slowed to manageable a number, but that does not mean that the current infrastructures can handle the burden. There was a rapid growth of the population starting in the 1870s when Sao Paulo became an important center for international trade. Economic prosperity has attracted people from different background to the city for the hope of an opportunity. Following the stagnation of the economy during the 1970s and 1980s, the influx has reduced significantly although the city still continued to grow from 8 million in 1970 to 18 million in 2000 for the metropolitan area (Deák, 2000).

WEALTH/EMPLOYMENT


Sao Paulo is the richest city in Brazil and has about 10% of the Third World’s industrial activity (Dowbor, 1992). Recently, the city of Sao Paulo has increased its service sector, while the industrial sector has moved to the outskirts.


Unfortunately, the gap between the rich and the poor is very evident; according to IBGE, in 1980, 50% of the poor held 12.7% of the total income, down 2.2% from a decade ago. By the same token, the richest 10% have over half of the income, up 4.3% (Dowbor, 1992). According to Ladislau Dowbor of the Catholic University of São Paulo, the concentration of wealth leads to the focus of power among the rich, who ignore the basic needs of the poor. Mario Osava of IPS news says that the gap between the rich and the poor exists because the recent economic problems plaguing the city has lead to the closing of many industries, the main source of income for the poor (Osava, 2004). Since then, São Paulo has become a financial capital, where the rich dabble their wealth, mostly increasing it.
HOUSING


With the influx of thousands of migrants into the city every year the need for proper housing is a concern. Most who arrive in the city are from peripheral regions and has come in search for the hope of finding a better future. They usually come with little money and are forced to improvise. It is estimated in 1992 that 10,000 people lived on the streets, 66% of the houses were considered low-quality shelter, (called favelas) meaning they were usually built from poor quality material not meant for the construction buildings. These shelters would have little access to running water or electricity and would most likely not be linked to the sewage system (Santos, 1992). The government is taking down the favelas to bring the people away from the suburbs into tall apartment buildings sometimes called vertical favelas or beehives. Although it may it is an improvement over the shacks, the buildings need maintenance that the poor cannot afford. 

TRANSPORTATION


With the introduction of cars into the country and the influx of immigrants after the Second World War, urban sprawl stretched Sao Paulo to a size of 200,000 hectares (Deák, 2000). The city has out grown the traditional borders of the city of Sao Paulo and the metropolitan area has stretched to include 39 peripheral municipalities.


Currently, the transportation system of Sao Paulo is a complete disaster. Bus fairs are increasing, motivating people to use their cars. This in turn creates gigantic traffic headaches. It is estimated that there were over 4 million registered cars in 1992 (Dowbor, 1992), while the quality of the public transport system is slowly degrading. In 1997, there has been a restriction of the number of cars in the city centre by 20%. Although there had been an immediate difference, the number of cars soon climbed back to 1997 levels in only a few years. In 2002, the length of traffic bottlenecks during rush hour was almost quadrupled in a decade, despite the measures taken to reduce downtown traffic (Deák, 2000).


Fortunately, the news is not all grim; they have plans for the expansion of their Metrô system. The PITU 2020 (Integrated Plans of Urban Transport) is a long-range plan that will help set up an efficient urban transportation by 2020. They plan to almost triple the extent of the Metrô system, add suburban commuter trains and other measures to help create a cleaner more efficient transportation system. According to some reports, the development of the project is doing quite well.
CONCLUSION


Sao Paulo, the financial capital of Brazil and South America is facing major problems dealing with the influx of immigrants from the countryside. They come in search of opportunity but most of them end up in only slightly better condition then before. They find themselves homeless, sick and poor, but these are only a few of the problems they face. The government is trying to provide for the needs of its citizens and luckily the problems are being alleviated by the slowing growth rate. Most importantly, the slowing expansion in Sao Paulo is not the rule rather the exception; most Third World countries are suffering an exponential demographic explosion and it shows no sign of slowing down any time soon.
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