I. PURPOSE OF THE REVIEW

Homosexuality is not an easy subject to deal with, whether it is one’s self, trying to accept this new reality or in the society, where the idea has been ignored, suppressed and demonized. Living in such conditions cannot be easy for these people, for perhaps the studies on the society’s impact on these people will make us understand their situation.

II. REVIEW

The first study is the Bell & Weinburg Study, at the Indiana University’s Institute for sex research. Done in fall 1969 and published the next year, the participants were recruited in the San Francisco area and only for the purpose of this study. They were contacted through public ads, bars, personal contacts, baths, organizations, mailing lists and public meeting areas. Out of the five thousand potential candidates, 979 were chosen, knowing the source of recruitment, age, education level, sex and race. The sample consisted of 575 white gay men, 111 black gay men, 229 white lesbians and 64 black lesbians. It is well stated that this sample was NOT a random sample and that the results of this study should NOT be generalized. The researchers also chose heterosexuals, chosen at random, that would be approximately a match relevant to their race, sex, age and education level. This sample consisted of 284 white men, 53 black men, 101 white women and 39 black women.

The study focused on the suicides attempt among the homosexual community. Here are the results.

	
	White Gay Men
	White Hetero Men
	Black Homo Men
	Black Hetero Men
	White Lesbian 
	White Hetero Women
	Black Lesbian 
	Black Hetero Women

	Attempted Suicide
	37%
	13%
	24%
	2%
	41%
	26%
	25%
	19%


Seeing that the suicide rate in the homosexual sample was relatively high compared to their counterparts, the researchers asked them why they felt so. Half of those questioned answered it was because of problems at home, while the other half said the opposite. Asked if they felt “acceptance in one’s home”, 16% of white homosexuals, 9% of black homosexuals, 4% of white lesbians and 9% of black lesbians answered yes. It was also found that the reason for those who attempted suicides and those who thought about suicides were similar.

The study concludes by saying that “homosexual men tended to feel less self-confident and more lonely, depressed and tense than did the heterosexual men… They were much more likely to have considered or attempted suicide, although, according to the respondents, this was not necessarily connected to their homosexuality.”

This next study is also related to the suicide rate in the homosexual community. The Saghir & Robins study was published in 1973, a joint research by the University of Chicago and the University of San Francisco. They recruited a sample of heterosexual, unmarried people from one St-Louis County apartment complex. The homosexuals were gathered from the early gay organizations. Both samples had only white subjects and most of them were in the middle or upper-middle class. It consisted of 89 gay men, 57 lesbians, 40 heterosexual men and 44 heterosexual women. Here are their findings.

	
	Gay Men
	Hetero Men
	Lesbians
	Hetero Women

	Attempted Suicide
	7
	None
	12
	5


The researchers asked the subjects why and they concluded that for those whose age was below 20, the most probable cause would be “when conflict at home and with one’s self concerning home was intense”. It also adds “usually the suicide attempt was directly or indirectly related to home”. In addition, it states that the suicide attempts of women are more serious then men.

The third study is related to attempted suicides as well. It is the Jay & Young Study, published in 1977, surveying over 5 000 individuals, varying from the ages of 14 to 82, coming from the every state and every province of the U.S. and Canada, from urban or rural area. The ethnic division of those who were chosen were 90% Caucasians (white), 1.5% Black, 1.3% Hispanics and less then 1 % Asian or Native. In all, there were 4 400 gay men and 1 000 lesbians. The survey was in a questionnaire form, distributed through the gay press, newspapers and journals. The researchers also sent the forms to homosexuals with personal ads, in bars and businesses, to organizations and to social events. There were 2 questionnaires; one for men and the other for women, both were 12 pages long and consisted of short answers and essay form questions for feedback. Here were the results.

40% of the homosexual men and 39% of the homosexual women said they attempted to commit suicide. In addition, 53% of those men and 33% of those women answered that their homosexuality was a factor in their attempt.

The study concludes by saying “There is no doubt that suicide and attempted suicides are frequent responses of gay people to the difficulties of the gay experience in a hostile society. It has been suggested that psychiatrists, clergy, and others who insist on characterizing gays as sick and sinful are responsible for driving many gay people to suicide. It is a form of violent oppression resulting from isolation, discrimination, and the problems of survival.”

This last study tries to quell all the stereotypes surrounding homosexuals, proving in at least on point that they are as good as heterosexuals in the helping of others and of children. Community groups, especially those who deal with children, often reject the applications of homosexuals for fear that they might not be able to help the child as much and in the worst case scenario, molest the child, but not the Big Brother/Big Sister. This organization has a strict policy of non-discrimination, no matter their age, gender, ethnic origin, etc. This study done by Whitehead and Nokes tries to prove the opposite. They proposed 3 hypotheses:

1. There is no significant difference between heterosexual and homosexual Big Brother/Big Sister of San Francisco volunteers on selected demographic variable.

2. There is no significant difference between heterosexual and homosexual Big Brother/Big Sister of San Francisco volunteers in nurturance.

3. There is no significant difference between heterosexual and homosexual Big Brother/Big Sister of San Francisco volunteers in empathy.

It added that the level of significant difference would be accepted at p < 0.05.

For this study, the researchers have used operational definitions for 2 words. nurturance is defined as “qualities of a person who gives sympathy and comfort; assists others whenever possible; is interested in caring for children, the disabled, or the infirm; offers a “helping hand” to those in need; readily performs favors for others.” For this study, the nurturance level is measured with a modified version of a Jackson Nurturance scale (1984) The word empathy is described as a “heightened responsiveness to another’s emotional experience.” A modified version of a Mehrabian & Epstein scale (1972) is used to measure the empathy level.

The questionnaire consisted of 46 items, designed to assess the three hypotheses (demographic variable, nurturance and empathy) of the San Francisco Big Brother/Big Sister volunteers. For the first hypothesis, the questionnaires asked for the age, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation and other general demographics. For the second and third hypotheses, it was assumed that the individual’s with sensitive dispositions would be better equipped to deal with children. The questionnaire we shortened in the hopes that more people would answer to it.

The modified nurturance test consisted of taking every other question in the original questionnaire, meaning 8 of 16 questions. The subject would have a choice on a scale of 1 to 5. The lower the score, the more nurturance is considered.

The other modified test, the empathy test, was based on the original test as well, but they only took 9 of the original 33 questions. There was a scale from –4 to 4 and the negative score would be inversed (for example, -4 would be changed to +8). The higher the score, the more empathy is noted.

The sample consisted of volunteers who were already matched with someone or were waiting to be matched with someone. There were 219 people who answered the questionnaire, though they did not answer every question. 18 of those where not born in the U.S., 55 were born in California and 121 were born in other states. The average of the volunteers was working as a Big Brother/Big Sister for 39 months and 33.5 years old (although their age varied from 21 to 76). 45% of those volunteers lived alone and of the 197 who answered their sexual orientation, there were 10 gay and 8 lesbians.

Here are the results of the study related to the three hypotheses:

	HYPOTHESE 1 – THE DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLE

	
	Heterosexuals (n = 179)
	Homosexuals (n = 18)

	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	Counselling
	97 (54%)
	82 (45%)
	13 (72%)
	5 (27%)

	Problems with Drugs/Alcohol
	23 (12%)
	156 (87%)
	3 (16%)
	15 (85%)

	Been Arrested
	20 (11%)
	159 (88%)
	2 (11%)
	16 (88%)

	Been Incarcerated
	6 (3%)
	170 (95%)
	1 (0.05%)
	17 (99%)

	Missing Data
	3 (1%)
	


	HYPOTHESE 2 – THE NURTURANCE LEVEL

	Modified Jackson’s Nurturance Scale (1984)

	Men (n = 101)
	2.09
	Women (n = 118)
	1.91

	Gay Men (n = 10)
	2.22
	Lesbians (n = 8)
	1.91


	HYPOTHESE 3 – THE EMPATHY LEVEL

	Modified Mehrabian & Epstein Empathy Scale (1972)

	CATEGORY
	SCORE (higher = more empathy)

	Men (n = 101)
	5.2
	Women (n = 118)
	5.6

	Gay Men (n = 10)
	4.9
	Lesbians (n = 8)
	5.8


As we can see from all three tables, there is no significant difference in all three of the fields studied, either in the demographic variable, the nurturance level or the empathy level. The researchers warn that since both the nurturance and the empathy scales have been modified, they cannot be compared to other individuals who have done the complete test. So, the study concludes by saying that for there to be a better comparison of these results, another study done with matched samples would be needed.

III. SUMMARY 


The first three studies deals with suicides amongst the homosexual community. The rather smaller Saghir & Robins (1973), which studied about 200 homosexuals and in the early days of a new gay movement, concluded that the reason why the homosexuals attempted suicides was because of “conflict at home”. It also concluded that women were more prone to suicides then men. The Bell & Weinburg Study (1970), also in the early age of gay organisations, concluded by saying that the suicide attempts were “according to the respondents… not necessarily connected to their homosexuality.” A about 50% of those surveyed answered that their problems were related to their home. On the other hand, the study concludes by saying that men, especially gay men, were more likely to kill themselves, a fact reinforced by the Jay & Young Study (1977), but only but a very small margin. In this study, the largest here by far, the question of whether home is a factor to suicide amongst the homosexuals was also asked. Again, we see that about 50% of the participants answered that home was a factor in their decision. 
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