THE GLASS MENAGERIE

Symbols are what make a book more enjoyable to read and analyze while adding to it a more secretive and intricate perspective of the story by the author. They are as well served to reveal deeper aspects of characters and underlying themes of the story. The play The Glass Menagerie, by Tennessee Williams uses many symbols which represent many different things. Many of the symbols used in the play try to symbolize some form of escape or difference between reality and illusion. I believe that the glass menagerie is the “symbol of resistance” in the play. It has numerous facets and they vary as the play goes on.  

Tennessee Williams used many symbolic aspects to describe Laura and the world she lives in. Laura is a very fragile, shy, physically and emotionally handicapped. She is living in a world of glass animals which doesn’t have any connection to the real world. The glass menagerie represents the fragility of the relationships that lie between the family. Laura’s favorite piece of the glass menagerie which is ironically the one that most obviously represent her is the different and “unique” one from the collection. The glass unicorn represents the seclusion in which Laura inhabits. Tom seems to realize Laura’s case unlike Amanda who seems to discard or almost deny the fact that Laura is peculiar. “Tom: Face the facts. She is.

Amanda: In what way is she peculiar-may I ask?

Tom: She lives in a world of her own-a world little glass ornaments, mother…” 

There is a direct connection between the glass unicorn and Laura especially in the presence of Jim. She takes it out to demonstrate it to him and explains to him: “Jim: Poor little fellow, he must feel sort of lonesome. 

Laura: Well, if he does, he doesn’t complain about it. He stays on a shelf with some horses that don’t have horns and all of them seem to get along nicely together.” And “Put him on the table. They all like a change of scenery once in a while.” What she had said about the unicorn to Jim was a reflection of her and when she said “they all like a change of scenery once in a while” I believe it meant her being enlightened by the presence of Jim, this quote gives an impression that Laura is finally escaping her illusive world. I think when Jim trips on the unicorn and consequently breaks the horn, might mean that Laura had, for a moment, escaped from her cage. Yet, on the other hand it might have just been a foreshadowing of what was to happen to Laura. And indeed, when Jim notifies her of her fiancée, Laura is left in ruins. 

Another aspect about the broken unicorn to consider is the fact that broken glass can never be fully fixed. It is like a permanent plague that can be hidden yet never fully healed. Similarly, Laura has a handicap which she can’t seem to heal out of. She realizes her handicap and what is to become of her if she can’t heal out of it, yet somehow she is trapped in it. 

 
The Glass Menagerie is renowned for all its themes and symbolism. The symbols discussed above are but a fraction of the surfaces which can be analyzed about the Glass Menagerie itself.  

