
In the Epic of Gilgamesh, the hero Gilgamesh searches for eternal life. After a long and seemingly endless journey, he arrives at the house of the wine maker, Siduri. She plays an important role in the epic. The first description we give of her is “Beside the sea she lived”1 and “at the edge of the sea”1. Her location is very symbolic; Gilgamesh has traveled a long way and is at a point in the story where the mysteries of his quest are going to be revealed. He is said to be at a ‘threshold’ a point where he will cross from the known world to the unknown. The setting, beside the sea, is such a symbol, the land being the familiar world and the sea, shrouded in mystery. Other examples of this can be found later in the paragraph; she is described as being “covered in with a veil”2, a sign of the unknown, she “barred her gate”3, the gate symbolizing, again, the ‘threshold’. We can also relate the idea of a new world by “the garden at the edge of the sea … golden bowl … that the gods gave her”4. Gilgamesh has arrived in the realm of the divine, the goal of his quest.


In the epic, Siduri is being described as “the women of the vine, the maker of wine”1. During my research for the essay, I came across another version of the epic, describing her drinks as refreshing to the travelers. This could be a foreshadowing of Gilgamesh’s goal of immortality, since the drinks would renew the strength of the tired.

The first image Siduri sees of Gilgamesh is a tired and dreadfully looking man, perhaps like some criminal, so she bars her gate to him. Gilgamesh’s reaction is a typical one, whenever he faces women; he refuses her requests/needs and imposes himself. “What did you see that made you bar your gate? I will break in the door and burst in your gate”6. This is a typical example of the growing patriarchal influence in the society at the inscription of the Epic of Gilgamesh, about 5,000 years ago in the Mesopotamia. Although this is Gilgamesh’s initial reaction, he eventually calms down, and asks for her help, “but now, young woman, maker of wine, since I have seen your face do not let me see the face of death which I dread so much”7. The advice that Siduri gives is a powerful and wise one. She advises Gilgamesh that the immortality of humans lies with the family. In the matriarchal society that preceded the patriarchal one, power and wisdom were attributes of the dominant women, especially elders. They would be the head of the family and sometimes they would take on the role of the prophet. The notion of family is almost always associated with women, obviously because of their capability to create new life. In the women dominated world, the goddesses Themis, Aphrodite and Artemis are powerful symbols of birth in the society. These goddesses would fly down from the sky to sooth a mother giving birth to a child, to a family. These could be considered proof that the old society has not completely eroded away with the arrival of the male domination. 
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