
Love Stories: Cat in the Rain and Ice Palace

In both the “Cat in the Rain” by Hemingway and the “Ice Palace” of Fitzgerald there is a tail of the relationship of a couple. Both couples are trying to create or keep their mutual bond, though the women in both cases are being persuaded to seek happiness elsewhere. Despite the fact that these stories may be written by different authors, there are striking similarities and differences in the manner in which Hemingway’s and Fitzgerald’s characters deal with similar situations and how they are described.


The most remarkable similarity is the main characters; they are both women. In the “Cat in the Rain”, we follow the wife’s adventure as she tries to search for happiness, while in the “Ice Palace”, we follow Sally Carrol as she explores the North. Both women are isolated by water in the form of rain or snow, and by distance from their homeland. The American wife “did not know any of the people they passed on the stairs” (Hemingway, 167) while the southern girl brings herself to a distant and unknown land. The way Hemingway portrays the isolation explicitly comes only in this sentence; further clues only hints at this idea. The author offers no plain association between the cat and the wife, although the similarities of their situation are given to us covertly. As for Fitzgerald, he slowly introduces the idea of Sally Carrol’s isolation throughout the story. It simply starts with “a faintly familiar icy-cold face kissed her” (Fitzgerald, 55) and continued with a dinner party where “even with Harry’s presence on her left failed to make her feel at home” (Fitzgerald, 57). The way the theme of the story is gradually revealed perhaps gives the answer to why his stories are longer than those of Hemingway. 

When the women express their wants, in both stories the men simply sweeps it off believing their dreams are absurd. When the wife said how she wants the kitty or when she lists her needs, the husband George brushes it off; “’Oh, shut up and get something to read’” (Hemingway, 170). Likewise, Harry gives the cold shoulder to Sally Carrol when she said she wanted to go play in the snow, “’That’s for kids, but we might –‘” (Fitzgerald, 56) and later answers “’You dream!…’” (Fitzgerald, 57) when she brings up the subject again. Hemingway’s female character reacts to his husband’s ignorance by insisting on the need to fulfill her dreams by repeating “I want a cat” four times. This is characteristic of Hemingway repeating a certain word or phrase several times in a short period to emphasis on its importance and also allows us to visualize a scene where we could see the wife as a rather stubborn child wanting a certain toy. As for Sally Carrol, her disappointment comes not in the form of repetition, but of explicit explanation; “… she said regretfully” and “she left the window reluctantly” (Fitzgerald, 56,57), characteristic of Fitzgerald’s style. He tends to use a more eloquent vocabulary to show the readers explicit details of the events while Hemingway is slyer using brief, simple words relying more on symbolisms and metaphors to create the scene.

In both stories, the relationship between the man and the woman has changed since the beginning. In Cat in the Rain, the American wife is attracted to the hotel-keeper; “She liked the hotel-keeper… She liked the deadly serious way he received any complaints. She liked… She liked… She liked… She liked…” (Hemingway, 168). Here again is another example of Hemingway’s repetitions. The affection was quite explicit, surprisingly. Hemingway does not normally describe any situation plainly very much like his friend Fitzgerald, who uses the idea of cold to terminate the relationship between the couple in his story. The theme of temperature is present throughout the whole of the story, but is especially emphasized for the duration of Sally Carrol’s trip in the North. The very first sentence of part III, when she arrives in the North says “all night in the Pullman it was very cold” (Fitzgerald, 55). Also, the very title, “The Ice Palace” gives us a clue of a theme. The palace itself is another example and the situation Sally Carrol found herself in. The ice and cold was omnipresent in the story, making it hard to not think that it may have contributed to the rupture of their relation.

By the end of both stories someone other than their partner fulfills women’s needs; Sally Carrol returns to the South and finds her happiness among old friends while the American wife receives the cat from the hotel-keeper. Hemingway’s character found happiness in the goodness and caring of the hotel-keeper. Similarly, Sally Carrol was happy with her old familiar life, rather than an alien cold world. A reader could argue that she did not necessarily found happiness rather she escaped conflict. She dislike the North so much that her other alternative, the South, seemed a better choice. In general, she found happiness in the warmth of her friends. Both authors portrayed the satisfaction of both women coming from a feeling, not an object although Hemingway disguised it with a cat. Perhaps the authors were trying to think differently from the ideas of the Lost Generation, where moral values were discarded and were replaced by drinking, partying and forgetting. They created an atmosphere of almost perfect romanticism, where although there is a conflict, in the end the women found their happiness.

The manner in which both stories end is quite interesting. In the Cat in the Rain, the American wife receives her cat and it ends. There is no description of the reaction of the wife or the husband and we do not even know if that it was the very same cat. But this is typical of Hemingway, making us use more of our imagination. He does not describe the reaction of the woman because we all know that she would be very excited. Also, the author uses to word “padrone”. He did not use the word before in the text, but the readers can guess at the meaning in the context. As for the end of the Ice Palace, Fitzgerald brings the reader back to the beginning. He uses similar wording and situation but this time, Sally Carrol answers differently. Perhaps he was trying to portray the life of the South, cyclical and slow. But also, a reader could see it as going back in time and redoing her life after she has known all that had or could happen in the North. 

Both authors were well known to each other, they were once friends, they lived in the same era and has experienced similar events. Their writing styles were very different from each other; Hemingway is subtler and less prone to use complex vocabulary words while Fitzgerald was doing the contrary. He described scene and people’s feelings with eloquent words and uses these to evoke a certain feeling or meaning in us. Both Hemingway and Fitzgerald have their merits as authors and both create a dynamic duo for the literary world.
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