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Death: the redeemer

We are born with the idea that death is negative in everyway, because it is the absence of life and beyond our comprehension. However, sometimes we are left with almost no choices at all and the only option available is death. In the stories “The Vindictive Monk” and “The Astrologer’s Prediction”, death is actually a cry for salvation.


In the first story, The Vindictive Monk, death is used as a tool for punishment. When “Scolini” finds out that his wife is cheating on him, he immediately murders her. This bloody act surely helped the killer, but it is also an escape for Calini, a gateway from his real father, who might not have taken care of the poor child as much as his foster parents. On top of that, Calini lives in an honorable house now, with people who really admire him, all thanks to Dictori’s frenzy of rage. Later on, in the same story, the monk murders Holbruzi in order to satisfy his revengeful soul. Again, without even knowing it, the priest saved his son’s life. Even though Calini’s real father may have never shown any affection for his son, he helped and even saved his life by killing other people. 

In the second story, The Astrologer’s Prediction, death seems to be an exit from the chaotic reality. When the tale ends, every character we are introduced to ends up dying. Maybe this was the only solution to stop the on going curse of the Di Venoni family. The Apocalypse is a form of death that cleanses all the impurities of life. Likewise, the passing away of Di Venoni’s family prevents the curse from spreading. The deaths of the couple may also be some sort of rebirth to a better place, or as Reningald would describe it “…to the land of the blest – to the land of love and sunshines!” (p.67) Either way, the characters demise was the last resort for help.

To conclude, the act of dying may not always be as terrible as we think. In the stories just described, mortality seems to be the only right solution. In the first tale, Holbruzi’s death actually saved the hero’s life and in the second, it stopped the curse of insanity. 

