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Hope through companionship

With true friendship, almost anything is achievable. This is the case in the play “Waiting for Godot”. In this story, the togetherness is the key to Vladimir and Estragon’s miserable life. This is because with friendship, the characters are able to pass time, look out for each other and remember the past. But first we have to understand the meaning of despair.

To start, we have to analyze what is the cause of Vladimir and Estragon’s hopelessness. One of the two friends mentions “We can always find something, right? Didi, to give us the impression that we exist!” the characters do not even believe that they live because they feel that no one cares about them. Nobody sees or even listens to them as represented by Pozzo and Lucky’s sudden change in act II. However, at least Didi and Gogo have each other and this is the solution to their problem for various reasons.


First, boredom usually leads to depression and therefore hopelessness; this is why we have to find ways to pass time. Throughout the play, Vladimir and Estragon are constantly searching ideas to spend the day. And by passing time as a routine, the characters cope with their existentialist dilemma. Vladimir affirms that “Habit is a great deadener” signifying that habit eases the pain of waiting. This desire also answers the question of why they stay together. A rational reason would be because Vladimir and Estragon need each other to pass the time. Sure as Estragon mentioned about time, “it would have passed in any case” but it is much more effective to spend the day with someone than alone.


Second, while struggling against bleakness, one will encounter many obstacles and a true friend can help this person to cope with the exertion. In the play, Estragon contemplates suicide as a way of escaping despair. The poor lads feel they should hang themselves and had almost succeeded in self-destruction by drowning in the Rhone. Yet Vladimir has always managed to save Estragon from his death. Without a doubt if Estragon did not have Vladimir close to him he wouldn’t be alive. This means that friendship not only brings them hope but it is their salvation at the same time. While the homeless mates are waiting for Godot who is supposed to bring “good news” to them, what they might not notice is that while doing so, their friendship is bringing them closer together and enhancing their hopes.


Finally, when dealing with the problems of surviving, Vladimir and Estragon must also remember their past. While Estragon cannot recall anything beyond what was said a couple of lines before, Vladimir, although possessing a better memory, needs his friend to remember long forgotten events. This handicap allows the characters to stay together in order to live their life in hope. As Estragon needs Vladimir to stay up to date and his pal depends on him to talk about old events and pass time. Not only does this co-operation let them stay in touch and spend the day, but also it is also crucial for their existence. If one is ignorant about the change in time, how can this person know that he exists? Time is an essential concept used by humans since the beginning of life. We are so dependent on time that sometimes it seems that we live for it. Nevertheless, this idea encourages the characters in the play to believe that they are real and there is place for hope.


In conclusion, Vladimir and Estragon’s unbreakable companionship is their only solution to hope. With togetherness, the characters are able to pass time by talking and playing games, look out for each other during hard times and remember the past. While the dispossessed comrades may not be aware of it, their camaraderie may exactly be the goal of “Waiting for Godot”.

