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This is a research paper written to uncover some of the facts not commonly referred to, or written about, from one of Lincoln’s defining cases, the case of the steamboat Effie Afton. “On the night of May 6, 1856, the Effie Afton, the fastest side-wheel steamboat on the Mississippi River, ran into the Rock Island Railroad Bridge, thus causing the owner of the boat to sue the Rock Island Railroad Company… Abraham Lincoln was retained by the railroad to defend it against the charges brought by the owner of the Effie Afton.”( Jay Shultz 1)
This was a much bigger problem than you might believe it to be. The Rock Island Railroad Bridge was actually one of the first railroad bridges made to span the Mississippi river and was frequently used portion of railroad track. It was a much opposed idea, owners of riverboats not want boats to become the secondary mode of transportation, which they were rapidly becoming. The boat owner furious with the massive damage to his boat sued the Rock Island Railroad Company for fifty-thousand dollars. This would now be equivalent to about $927589.09. In essence the river owner John Hurd sued the Rock and Railroad Company for close to one million dollars for damage to his boat. 
