XYZ Elementary School 

Fall 2007 – 1st Quarter



Welcome students and parents!

As we begin the new school year, I am sending out this newsletter to keep you informed of all of the upcoming exciting events that are to transpire this quarter.  
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Back to school night will be held on September 22, 2007.  XYZ Elementary School will be open to all from 6:00 pm until 8:00 pm.  We invite  students, parents and families to take a tour of[image: image2.png]


 our classrooms and meet the faculty.  In room 203, we will have a wall of aspirations.  I invite you and your child to reflect on your academic goals for this coming school year.  We will have art supplies available for your to post your child’s goals on the wall.  I look forward to meeting each one of you and your families!

Please visit my webpage at:

www.geocities.com/jillymac336
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This year it is our class goal to be able to recite multiplication tables automatically for the numbers 0 through 12.  In October we will have our official Multiplication-Bee.  In this contest, students will be required to give answers to multiplication tables within two beats of a metronome.  It is my hope that you will make sure that your child practices his or her multiplication flashcards nightly so that he/she may have an edge in our friendly competition.  
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Have you ever noticed that the first letter in PTA stands for parent?  This year we would like to extend our invitation for all parents to join the Parent Teacher Association.  Forms to join the PTA are attached to this newsletter.  Our first meeting will be held on September 30, 2007 at 6:00 pm in XYZ Elementary School Auditorium.  We will be covering topics such as educational and recreational after school activities for our students.  We would also like parent’s opinions on kid-friendly healthy lunch choices to be offered by our school cafeteria.
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In spring we celebrate Read Across America Day.  This fall we’ve decided to hold a read-a-thon.  We would like to celebrate reading at in at least one way each semester.  The read-a-thon will be held on October 12, 2007 at 2:00pm in the school library.  Parents are invited to listen as students read aloud to an audience from their favorite books.  We will be serving refreshments.  Please consider joining us for our fun day.

 
In October, our third graders will be going on a field trip to the 

California Science Center.

The field trip will be held on 

  take place on October 24  we still have a few slots available for parents who would like to join us on our fun and educational excursion.  If you would like to attend, please let us know in advance by indicating on your child’s permission slip.  The California Science Center is located on Exposition Blvd. in Los Angeles.



Making play dough is easy. Kids and grown-ups of all ages will love this fun (and inexpensive) activity.           

Ingredients:

- 4 cups of plain flour
- 4 cups of water

- 2 cups of fine salt 
- 4 tbsp of cooking oil 
- Food coloring (optional), Kool-aid powder(use different flavors for different colors and aromas
Directions:

1. Gather the necessary ingredients and mix the dry ingredients together. 
2. Add food coloring to the water. This optional step will create colored play dough. Put the water in a different bowl if color is to be added. 
3. Mix all of the ingredients in a large pan and heat it over medium heat. 
4. Stir constantly until the dough feels like stiff, smooth, mashed potatoes. 
5. Take it off the stove once the mixture has a stiff consistency. Let it cool and knead it until it is blended smoothly. 
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