The Rich man, the Poor Man?

There were two men in a certain city one was rich and the other poor. The rich man, along with his wealth, had a large following of people who loved to come and listen to him speak and to receive wisdom and direction from him. The poor man was one of these followers, he owned very little and had a meager salary that barely fed his family. The poor man truly revered and loved the rich man and enjoyed coming to hear his wisdom. He loved to give from his meager salary to help maintain the gathering and quite often gave more than he could afford.

 Now the rich man had over him a Great Benefactor who had promised to provide all his needs in abundance and in fact it was only by these benefits that the rich man had wealth. The Great Benefactor had paid an exceeding high price to ensure that the rich man was well taken care of. All he had to do was to ask and believe and his needs would be met in abundance.

 One day, as the rich man grew old, he determined in his heart that his followers needed a way to continue gathering even after he was gone. He said to himself, “I will make this gathering self sufficient so my name will not be forgotten”.  He remembered that the Great Benefactor had written books of law many years earlier. These books contained great wisdom as well as injunctions of law. He studied and studied these books to find a path to self-sufficiency. He knew full well that the great benefactor had nullified the injunctions in the books of law when he paid the price for provision for the rich man, but he needed something. In fact he knew that the Great Benefactor had summed up the whole Law in one command, YOU WILL LOVE THE GREAT BENEFACTOR WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND ALL YOUR SOUL AND ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND YOU WILL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF.

 The next day the rich man stood up in front of his followers, looked at the poor man and said, “I have found in the books of Law a command from the Great Benefactor that you must give a percentage of your earnings to support the gathering. To not do so will make you a sinner and if you are a sinner the Great Benefactor cannot help you.”

 The poor man knew that the amount the rich man was demanding was much more than he could afford. He was very upset and began to cry. He had always tried to give as much as possible but now this demand was impossible. He didn’t want to be a sinner and he truly loved the rich man but this left him in an impossible position. 

 In the meantime the Great Benefactor being aware of what had happened became very angry with the rich man. He said to Himself’ “I have given the rich man everything in great abundance all he has to do is ask. Why does he not just ask? Has he forgotten the immense price I paid to give him everything? Unless he removes this Law from his followers I must remove my blessing from him.”

