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Case Presentation Executive Summary

Singapore’s coverage of the Anwar case: To determine where it stands on the pro-Umno to pro-Anwar spectrum, using the Malaysian and American media as polar opposites.

Definition of terms

· Pro-Umno

· Taking the side of Umno (i.e. Mahathir and the government)

· Paint a positive picture of the government

· Advocating what is said by the government as fact

· NOT just being anti-Anwar

· Pro-Anwar

· Taking the side of Anwar

· Not taking what the government says as fact

Approach

· Pro-Umno: the Malaysian media

· Bernama

· The New Straits Times

· Pro-Anwar: the American media

· Wall Street Journal

· New York Times

· Los Angeles Times

· Washington Post

· Singapore media

· The Straits Times

· The Business Times

· Hypothesis: Singapore’s coverage will tend towards the pro-Umno stand. 

· Due to the close ties between the Singapore and Malaysian governments, Singapore has a stake in ensuring political and civil stability in Malaysia.

· Focused on time period from:

· September 2, 1998 (Anwar sacked from his posts as DPM and Finance Minister)

· TO September 20, 1998 (Anwar arrested under the Internal Security Act)

· NOTE: For articles, I extended the cut-off date to 23/9/1998 to allow time for overseas reporting. But only articles that discussed the issue up to the point of Anwar’s arrest are used.

Common themes in coverage

	Malaysia
	US

	1. No conspiracy

· Proof of wrong-doing

· Expulsion supported
	1. Conspiracy

· No proof of wrong-doing

· Government plot

	2. Anwar as villain

· Ungrateful and immoral

· Plotted against the government

· Responsible for economic problems

· Peaceful arrest
	2.   Anwar as victim

· Mahathir’s victim

· Allegations unfounded

· Provided sound economic advice

· Violent arrest

	3. Anwar sacked because of his immorality
	3.   Anwar sacked for other reasons



	4. Anwar’s support dropped
	4.   Anwar’s support strong


· With these themes, I proceeded to do a content analysis of Singapore’s coverage of the Anwar case.

· Total of 47 articles over the specific time period

· Idea: where Singapore’s coverage stands depends on which side (pro-Unmo or pro-Anwar) has relevant themes appearing in more articles.

Where does Singapore stand?
	Pro-Umno
	No.
	
	Pro-Anwar
	No.
	
	No. of times appeared in same article

	No conspiracy
	22
	
	Conspiracy
	27
	
	9

	Villain
	30
	
	Victim
	30
	
	15

	Sacked for immorality
	22
	
	Sacked for other reasons
	16
	
	4

	Support dropped
	6
	
	Support as strong
	17
	
	4



Singapore’s coverage

· Rather balanced on the whole

· Usually includes both sides of issue

· But it is not totally balanced because the number of times parallel themes appear in the same article fall short of the number of times that each theme appear.

· Most articles are hard news, few commentaries or opinion pieces

(
Hypothesis NOT true

· Perhaps because Singapore media cannot afford to take sides too obviously?

Limitations

· Conclusion based purely on numerical computation: counting the number of times themes appear in articles

· Tone, language etc are not taken into consideration in this particular case

· A few articles are acquired from other sources (e.g. wire services)

(
Conclusion of this particular stand may not be representative of the Singapore media as a whole
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