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People of Mexico

Lesson Plan 

Day 2

Grade: 4
Subject: Visual Arts and Social Studies
Topic: Mexican Guest Speaker 
MI: Linguistic, interpersonal, and intrapersonal

Curriculum Standard: The Connecticut Framework K-12 Curricular Goals and Standards (http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/ctframe.pdf): “Students will make connections between the visual arts, other disciplines and daily life.”

Objectives: Students will reflect upon the guest speaker and prepare questions for him/her.

Materials Needed: writing assignment from previous day’s lesson, paper, pencil, and guest speaker.  

Anticipated Length of Lesson: 60 minutes

Grouping: individual and whole group.

Background Information: One place to search for a guest speaker with a Mexican background is at Margaritas (http://www.margs.com/edout.htm).  An artist will come to the school and do a demonstration/workshop of whatever art medium he/she chooses.  This artist is originally from Mexico and if asked he/she will answer student questions.  If the artist is unavailable, he/she can recommend other people that may be willing to visit your classroom.

Procedure: Hand back the writing assignments from the previous day’s lesson to the students.  Hand out a piece of paper to each student and tell the class to take out a pencil.  The students will write down three questions that they want to ask the Mexican guest speaker.  When all the students have written down three questions, tell the students to swap papers with their neighbor and read the questions to see if they make sense.  Hand back the papers.  Discuss proper behavior with the class for when there is a guest speaker in the room.  Be kind, courteous, respectful, and attentive at all times!  When the guest speaker is in the room and it is time for students to ask the speaker questions, raise your hand and wait patiently to the called on.  Feel free to take notes while the speaker is talking if you please. When the speaker is done, say thank you with a round of applause.  

Assessment of Student Learning: The teacher will know the objectives were met by the attentiveness of each student and the volunteering of questions to the speaker, as well as the quality of the questions.

Management: Any student not paying attention or misbehaving will be asked to leave the room quietly.

Child Guidance: If a student is having trouble coming up with questions for the speaker, have the student work with his/her neighbor on the questions together. 
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