[image: image1.emf]
People of Mexico

Lesson 1

Day 1

Grade: 4
Subject: Language Arts 
Topic: Using ones imagination
MI: linguistic, spatial, and intrapersonal

Curriculum Standard: 
The Connecticut Framework K-12 Curricular Goals and Standards (http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/ctframe.pdf): “Students will read and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literacy, informational and persuasive texts.”

Objectives: Students will analyze and comprehend text and then apply their imagination in regards to what the people of Mexico are like.

Materials Needed: paper, pencils, books (In My Family/En Mi Familia by Carmen Lomas Garza; Mexico: The People by Bobbie Kalman; The People of Mexico by Colleen Madonna Flood Williams).

Anticipated Length of Lesson: 60 minutes

Grouping: whole group and individual

Background Knowledge: The teacher needs to know what the students are capable of writing wise.  He/she does not need to know about the people of Mexico for this lesson.

Procedure: Read the book In My Family/En Mi Familia by Carmen Lomas Garza to the class.  There is not much text, so be sure to give the students time to look at the pictures.  When you finish the book, pass around to the class the books Mexico: The People and The People of Mexico so that the students may skim parts of the books and look at the pictures.  Once all the students have had enough time looking at the three books, tell the class to go back to their seats and you will write on the board what the students’ writing assignment will be.  Pass out a piece of white-lined paper and tell the students to take out a pencil.  The students will write one paragraph on what they learned from the books, one paragraph using their imagination and hypothesizing what the people of Mexico are like, and one paragraph on what they want to know in the following lessons.  Each paragraph should be at least five sentences.  When the students are done, the teacher will look over the writing and take notes on what the students want to learn.

Assessment of Student Learning: The teacher will know that the objective was met by the thoughtfulness of the questions (what they want to learn) and their imaginative responses.

Management: Every student will have his/her own paper and pencil.  

Child Guidance: If there is a student who doesn’t understand the assignment, have an example ready to show that student what is expected of them.  If there is a student who does not want to do the assignment, sit down next to him/her and try to work it out together.
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