My name is Ellen Ruth Jones.  I have lived in Bryntaf, Aberfan for eight years.  I originally come from north Wales, but I am quite settled here now.  I am 48 years old.  I am a Welsh Methodist although since Capel Aberfan has closed I attend Bethania chapel.

My children have attended Catholic Schools in Merthyr Tydfil (my late husband was a Catholic).

I have a B.Tec diploma in Science that I’ve had for years.  The last three years I have studied at the University of Glamorgan and have gained a qualification in higher education.

I feel passionately about my country’s culture, traditions and language.  But I also acknowledge the need for bilingualism, fully realising the importance of both languages and how they can complement each other.

I am interested in education, health, youth and elderly issues.  A also follow farming policies.  Where health, the youth and elderly are concerned, I feel Aberfan in particular needs improvement.

The transport to and from Aberfan from 6.30pm onwards is ridiculous especially if you have a person in Prince Charles Hospital to visit.  There are some activities for the youth between Aberfan and Merthyr Vale, but I know by first hand experience that not all children want these community based activities.

Living in Bryntaf, I have had a letter from the Council about the state of the back gardens.  Nothing is said about the unkempt Taff Trail, sometimes it is a disgrace.  I also believe the bus service should include Bryntaf – the lack of a service is unacceptable, especially for senior citizens and young mums with children.  Regular transport to include Bryntaf is a big issue that needs addressing.  People should no longer have nothing more than promises of a Bryntaf service – it should be running, especially during the day.

I feel that Aberfan does not get what it is entitled to, and I feel that we should fight together for a better, stronger community, with a bit more community spirit than we have at present, regardless of where any individual comes from.

