Y Ddolen   The Link

Rhif 29       PLAID CYMRU PARTY OF WALES  DE  LLOEGR -S.ENGLAND      Ebrill 2002

DYDDIADUR
3 April 2002 Branch Meeting, 7.30London Welsh Association, 157-63 Grays Inn Rd., WC1  Tube Russell Sq. “Discussion : A Strategy for SE Wales)

BRANCH ACTION

The branch is making an effort to reach more people in England and hopefully increase membership. To kick off Easter we hope to post out out 300 letters to individuals, churches, and Welsh societies.  One of the key messages is the role that we can play in monitoring the rights of Welsh people in England.  The Census is one case in point. 

This month, a letter from Press Officer Huw Jackson drawing attention to the obstructive attitude of Paul Murphy  as Wales`  representative in the Blair Cabinet was printed in the Wales on Sunday and Western Mail. A press release from Branch Secretary Rob Davies on the Census was printed in the glossy coffee table magazine “Welsh Living”

The next branch meeting will be a discussion on the Economic prospects of S.E.Wales which has been hit hard by the closure of Llanwern  and has been the focus of a number of controversial issues such as the Legend Court theme Park, the proximity of  Bristol, a proposed international airport and a major motorway bypass around Newport.  there are a range of cultural issues developing which reflect the changes occurring in  the region.  We now have councillors on Chepstow and Caldicot Town Council as wellas Newport Borough. The prospoects for Plaid are positive ....... a contrast to Swansea where we continue to flounder.

Labour Revolt at privatisation agenda not unexpected- Plaid
Responding to John Marek AM's call on unions to stop backing his party, Plaid Cymru - The Party of Wales Leader, Ieuan Wyn Jones AM said:
"There is clearly a growing revolt amongst Labour members over their party's right wing policies. John Marek, Huw Lewis and Ron Davies all know that they could lose the next election if our public services continue to deteriorate. No longer is Tony Blair, their leader, a Tory in disguise. He is now a fully paid up member of the Tory vanguard.  "Blair has ignored the advice of John Monks who has warned him that the support of trade unionists will haemorrhage at the next election, now his own members are protesting at Labour's privatisation agenda.  
"We will be defending public services because our belief in the ethos of public service is one of our core values as a party. Plaid Cymru - The Party of Wales re-affirmed in its spring conference last Saturday that there will be no privatisation, no weakening in the status of those working in the service, and no eroding of their terms of employment.  New Labour is not giving the public sector the respect and support it needs to carry out its work."

PLAID CYMRU STATEMENT ON AFGHANISTAN
Plaid Cymru - The Party of Wales today expressed its concern over the deployment of a further 1700 British soldiers to fight under US command in Afghanistan. Following yesterday's announcement by the Secretary of State for Defence, Geoff Hoon, and the subsequent debate in the House of Commons today, Plaid Cymru's Parliamentary Leader, Elfyn Llwyd, made the following statement. 
"It is important that the troops that have now been deployed have our support and good wishes for their safety. Unfortunately we must also raise questions over the nature of this deployment, its objectives and its justification. 
"The 1700 soldiers are being sent to Afghanistan in a combat role which is quite different from the peacekeeping role which servicemen in Afghanistan previously were to undertake. The overall objective is not obvious, and it must be noted that the 'target' is now Mullah Omar and there is now no mention of Osama Bin Laden.  
"We should not be sending troops in this role when the strategic plan is very far from clear. This is a very dangerous theatre of operations which undoubtedly will be hazardous and extremely dangerous for UK troops.  "The Government should also outline its 'exit strategy' clearly to dispel concerns that insufficient heed has been paid to the experience of Russian
forces in Afghanistan. It is vital that the Government clearly states that this latest action carries with it the support of the international Coalition and guarantees that this new operation is supported by a new UN mandate.  "Plaid Cymru is also concerned with 'mission creep' and that this situation  could conceivably become a protracted operation."

GLYN NEATH SHOW THE WAY  Glynneath Town Council which is dominated by Plaid Cymru councillors has refused a request from the local Chamber of Trade to fly the Royal Standard of the English Royal Family from the Town Hall. The chamber attacked the stance as political.  They obviously have brains to be able to work that out but do not seem to understand that their stand is equally political.. i.e. supporting a system of government which defines the people as subjects not citizens and which has systematically tried to eradicate the idea of Wales over the centuries.

COMMISSION DECISION TO START INFRINGEMENT ACTION AGAINST UK WELCOMED BY WELSH MEP

The European Commission has announced today that it is to begin infringement action against the UK government over the Nantygwyddon Landfill Site in Wales. In response to a petition presented by Jill Evans MEP to the European Parliament in 1998, it has investigated the site and concluded that European laws have been broken. 
Jill Evans MEP said: 
"I am delighted that my petition has resulted in this decision. European law states that waste has to be disposed of without creating a nuisance and without causing damage to health or the environment. At Nantygwyddon that has clearly not been the case. The government will now have to provide the Commission with information as to how they intend to solve the continuing problems and make the site safe. If they don't do so, they could eventually be taken to the European Court of Justice.  I hope that the government will respond positively and make the funding available to remediate the Nantygwyddon site. This will run into millions of pounds but has to be balanced against the cost of children's' health. 
"Plaid Cymru-run Rhondda Cynon Taff Council have proved that they take their environmental responsibilities seriously and today's decision shows that the European Parliament and Commission do likewise. They are not afraid to take action to this end. We are now looking to the British government to match that commitment by ensuring that this waste stops polluting our community. The only way to do that is by funding the clean up of the site." 

AM warns of Postal Service Threat
Ceredigion AM, Elin Jones, has warned that the creeping privatisation of Consignia would lead to price rises, job cuts and further deterioration of rural postal services. 
Said Ms Jones, "These proposals by Postcomm are a direct threat to the future of rural postal service. There is no guarantee of a weekend service; no guarantee of delivery time; and even the possibility of only one collection a day from post boxes. 
"There needs to be an independent review into the running of Consignia, because the future of Postal services in rural Wales is under threat. In the last two years 68 post offices have been closed in Wales, which is a 4.6% closure rate - the highest in Britain. They have admitted that they are facing a financial crisis, and as a consequence 30,000 jobs throughout the UK are under threat. The business was making huge profits for twenty years, then lost £280 million in the first six months of 2001 after changing hands. We must have a full inquiry otherwise our postal service in rural Wales will deteriorate drastically", said the Plaid Cymru AM.
Elin Jones added, "It's bad enough that our post from Mid-Wales has to be sorted in Shrewsbury, now they are threatening to take the weekend post to be sorted in Manchester, where they have no knowledge or understanding of the geography of Mid-Wales. It is an example of the road that the Westminster Government are insisting on taking us down - one of
privatisation at the cost of the public service, which as we are seeing results in the public losing out because of ever increasing profit margins."

BY-ELECTION LOSS  Meanwhile two Plaid Cymru seats held on Blackwood Town Council were lost to Labour in recent by-elections. Lying in Plaid Cymru controlled Caerffili Borough and received as one of our major successes in the 1999 community council elections where we swept to control of the Blackwood Town Council, this could be  a local hiccup or worse. Depends who you listen to.

Morgan on slippery slope - Plaid question Labour Leader's future at the Assembly
Plaid Cymru - The Party of Wales today grilled Rhodri Morgan on his relationship with his Labour Group. This follows suggestions that there is a plot to remove him as leader and media interviews where Labour AMs are questioning his future ability to run the coalition at the Assembly.  
Leading the attack, Jocelyn Davies AM, Plaid Cymru - The Party of Wales' Business Minister said:
It has been a disastrous few weeks for Rhodri where he has fudged and covered-up a number of  embarrassing episodes involving his cabinet. He has avoided explaining the actions of Ministers when requested by the opposition parties and run scared of any scrutiny. Andrew Davies' apparent misleading of the Assembly on the police investigation into Mike German, Edwina Hart's direct funding of an orchestra and error of judgement on the new Assembly chamber, Jane Hutt's conflicting interests when tackling hospital waiting lists are serious matters which the First Minister has handled badly. It is little wonder that his own members are attacking his leadership and lack of commitment to a more open, honest and inclusive government. They are also questioning his values on social justice and economic policies.  He is clearly a leader who is losing the confidence of his group and his
actions in recent weeks has brought shame and scandal on the reputation of the Assembly Government." 
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One thing about having satellite telly in London is the opportunity to watch Welsh politicians in action. Watching Ieuan Wyn Jones being interviewed at the Spring Conference in Swansea was not as bad as watching him on that illustrious Question Time when he was kippered by that mentally challenged Delia Smith critic.  Unfortunately interviewers keep bringing it up and so he  forever seems to be on the defence   and loses time when he could be going on the offensive.  And you have to admit, Labour are ripe for attack  However Ieuan is  getting better and I may have to reconsider nominating him for the new post of vice-President that he proposed. Hopefully he will stop wasting time on threatening taking people to court. It smacks of fiddling while Rome burns.

Another pleasure was the opportunity to watch a Plaid Cymru political broadcast for the first time in 20 years!   While Dai Lloyd A.M. and Janet Davies A.M. did their best you couldn`t help thinking what might be possible if we had a bit of money.  Plaid Cymru is almost skint!  Whats new you ask and if you believe that great friend of Plaid Cymru, Labour`s  Don Touhig, M.P., what is there to worry about when there`s millions flooding in from America. And this is the serious bit.  We are now just over 12 months from the Welsh General Election We really do have a chance to take power in Cardiff. What a coup would that be with a Labour Government in Westminster refusing every demand from the Assembly........ I hope we will be demanding rather than requesting anyway. A very wise move by Ieuan Wyn Jones was to give Dafydd Wigley responsibility for the campaign in the Valleys.  But we need money to do the job!   Anybody know a foreign steel owner? 

Ron Davies meanwhile is doing us a favour by stating he is interested in leading Labour at the Assembly.  There are loud whispers  of dissatisfaction among the Labour group over Rhodri Morgan.

What with Labour`s  John Marek suggesting to the unions that they reconsider contributing to LAbour funds and everything else the opportunities for Plaid to advance are there. However, we must ensure that we do not only get in by default.  We do not want to be seen simply as the best of a bad bunch. Declining interest in politics is down to lack of an alternative message which the general  public can support. There is interest there among young people as evidenced by their concern over global issues. People aren`t fooled by slick glossy soundbite politics and Plaid can fill the gap with a radical message that real people can understand.  In the 1997 General Election we all knew that labour would win, but we also knew from the doorstep that their message was soft and people were supporting them simply to get the Tories out. ......and get a better government.  They didn`t and their hopes have been dashed as well as  their faith in politicians.  Will our new crop of campaigners in Plaid simply try to copy the Westminster spin machines? 

