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On Thursday night I attended a dinner given by the Board of Governors of NEWI the North East Wales Institute.   Not in itself an unusual event but this dinner and the meeting of the Board of Governors was held in Cardiff, a very long way from Wrexham.  It was being held in Cardiff because the Principle after trying for so long to have the First Minister visit the college had eventually decided that if the Minister wouldn’t go north then he would bring his Board of Governors south to meet the Minister.

This was rather ironic, as only that day it had been announced that Wales’s new city would be Newport and not Wrexham or any of the other contenders north of the M4.  So there was around the dinner table quite an animated conversation about the role of regions outside Cardiff in developing Wales and inevitably about the National Assembly and whether or not it is judged to be succeeding and if not  why not.

Naturally the conversation turned around the lack of powers, the ill defined settlement leading to confusion, how people still aren’t sure what it can do.  Eventually the inevitable question came – ‘Well why do you think its not working?’  

Well the simple and straight forward answer is - its not working because it hasn’t got a Plaid Cymru Government and the simplest way to make it work is to elect a Plaid Cymru Government.

Quite a simple solution but usually the simple answers are the best.  

So what difference would a Plaid Cymru Government make?  Quite a lot really.  And if you want some examples of the difference a Plaid Cymru Government would make lets look at the difference that Plaid Cymru in Government has already made.  In three council areas Plaid Cymru have been the governing party for three years now. In Gwynedd of course it has been much longer because people realise that Plaid Cymru in Government works.

Alan Ffred Jones and his team have introduced new initiatives in Gwynedd such as the Slate Valleys Initiative.  A groundbreaking scheme to revitalize the post industrial slate valleys of Gwynedd.  They have had a Social Services Joint review showing that the services produced are of a consistently high quality.  And developed a bilingual policy that is leading the way in the field of education and in using Welsh in administration.  

In a recent District Audit report on Gwynedd their sound financial control was highlighted, as was the way they have led the opening up of council meetings to the public.  They were the first council to introduce cameras to council meetings.  Something again complimented by the District Auditor who praised their clear and open decision making processes.  A clear contrast to many Labour authorities.

In Rhondda Cynon Taff Pauline Jarman and her team took over a county that for years had suffered under Labour misrule and bad management.  Labour had left them with a legacy of having no reserves, a £1.4 million-revenue deficit and a budget that was heading for millions of pounds overspend in DSO and Social Services. In May 1999 there was a £10 million deficit, and the Auditors had not closed the county accounts.  

What a shining example of Labour government Plaid Cymru was taking over.  Today for the first time in many years Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council have been given permission by the District Auditors to close their accounts. They have a balanced budget and £8.2 million in the Bank as reserves.

Quite an achievement.  Yes, there was some extra help from the National Assembly but that money was used wisely.  They have built 8 new schools; they have closed the Nantygwyddon Landfill site and instituted a waste Management Strategy that is fast becoming a model for many other counties to follow.  They have invested £10 million in front line services and worked jointly with the Unions to provide a stable base built on confidence and trust -  something which has been sadly lacking in the past.

No doubt people will say well that’s only two areas.  Plaid Cymru haven’t got the depth as a Party to do that in other areas, they haven’t got the experience.  

So why has Caerffili turned out to be another brilliant example of Best Practice?  

Lindsey Whittle and his team also faced deficit budgets inherited from Labour, have turned round a £1 million deficit in the Building DLO making it into a profitable organisation.  They have built 4 new schools, installed 33 new playgrounds and 3 super playgrounds.  They have increased spending with half a million pounds targeted at litter, £2.5 million extra to improve roads, pavements and street lights and £1 million into CCTV.

None of these successes by either Gwynedd, Rhondda Cynon Taff or Caerffili have been gained easily.  They have been the result of taking some very tough decisions decisions that may not have been popular with everyone.  But the end result is councils who are well managed and well run heading for positive futures.

A real contrast to the damning District Auditor’s Reports published on Councils such as Merthyr and Flintshire. 

So it really annoys me when people ask what would Plaid Cymru would do in Government because there is a track record, a proven history to show people.  Plaid Cymru in Government succeeds.  Plaid Cymru isn’t afraid of taking the tough decision that have to be taken, Plaid Cymru produce services for their communities that are right for those communities and Plaid Cymru does it effectively and efficiently.  Not squandering millions as Labour Councils have done in the past.

Gwynedd, Rhondda Cynon Taff and Caerffili are examples of sound, responsible financial management.  Using the given resources well to produce the services that communities need. 

Generally there tends to be a feeling of disillusionment with Local Government.  I have been in many tenants meetings where there have been complaint after complaint about the failure of their council to do this or the failure of their council to do that and at the end there is always the question - well what can we do?  The answer is simple and we should all be telling them - vote for a Plaid Cymru Council because Plaid Cymru makes Local Government works.

And Plaid Cymru would deliver the same in the National Assembly, they said we couldn’t do it at local government level but we did and Plaid Cymru will make a success of the National Assembly.

If I go back to that dinner on Thursday night one other thought struck me.  Michael Scott, Principle of NEWI said.

“ NEWI would be a University not when it is granted University status but when it believes it is a University.”

I thought well how true is that for Plaid Cymru the Party of Wales

How much do we in Plaid Cymru believe we can be the next government?  

How much do we believe we can govern Wales and govern Wales well?

  We have to start looking at the success that Plaid Cymru has delivered in Government already.

If Plaid Cymru has the ability to turn failing councils round we can turn this Assembly and through it Wales round.  I am proud to have had the privilege of working with our councillors for a number of years now, I am proud that Plaid Cymru Councils are the best in Wales because that is the answer to those questions of well what would Plaid Cymru do in Government.  Quite simply Plaid Cymru would be a success.

