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It is a sad but true fact that policies of the New Labour Government in London and the Lib-Lab government of the southern M4 corridor – sorry, I mean Wales, have proven to be a recipe for disaster for our public services.

The people of Wales are sick to death of the unpalatable dogs dinner that has been served up by Head Chef Tony Blair since 1997 and Little Chef Rhodri Morgan since 1999.

Conference, International Women’s Day, which takes place on the 8th March every year, is becoming ever more popular.

This special day which is celebrated across Europe, is an opportunity not only to celebrate the advances made by women over the past few decades towards achieving real equality, but also to highlight a whole range of issues affecting women – from achieving equal pay with men to stamping out violence in the home.

This year, I was honoured to join members and officer of Cwm Cynon Women’s Aid on an evening march through Aberdare to highlight the need for more police on the street to protect women and children at night.

I was horrified to learn from officer of Cwm Cynon Women’s Aid that at the start of the 21st century, statistics show that one in every nine women is severely beaten by her partner. 43% of all attacks take place in the home and in 90% of physical attacks on mothers; children are either in the same room when an assault takes place, or in the room next door.  One third of these children try to intervene to help their mothers.

No woman or child should tolerate domestic violence.  The sad fact however is that thousands of women and children do. On average a woman is assaulted 35 times before she seeks help.

Thanks to the ill-considered words of a well-known ‘can’t cook, won’t cook’ European Commissioner’s wife and Western Mail supplement pin-up, to a captive audience on International Women’s Day, it has been a week with a culinary theme, when recipes of one sort or another have been high on the political menu.

I will not enter into a facile debate here on whether “real women” take pride in their cooking or whether they breeze into Marks and Sparks to stock up on frozen meals for one, except to say that most women in Wales do not have the luxury of an M&S store on their doorstep or the money to serve up a staple diet of pre-cooked Mediterranean vegetable in a creamy garlic sauce or Penne pasta twists even if they wanted to.

Clearly, life is good for some of Wales’ ex-pat community in Brussels – who I understand enjoy the delights of a well-stocked M& S store on their doorstep and where eating out in fancy restaurants is the order of the day.

Such luxuries of course can only be dreamed of by most “real” women in poor countries like Wales and certainly in some of our poorest communities like Islwyn.

Wales, do you remember Glenys? It’s a small nation to the west of England with 2 Plaid Cymru MEPs and a handful of Marks and Spencer’s stores?

I’ll give you a clue – I think you night have lived her once – in Islwyn.

Anyway, back to New Labour’s recipe for disaster. A recipe which has seen them continue to stuff Thatcher’s privatisation agenda down our throats whilst throwing crumbs to our public services – to Wales’ ailing National health Service, to our failing public transport infrastructure and to our schools which continue to crumble.

And what of the dedicated people who provide services – local council staff, the nurses, the doctors, the teachers and trade unions?  The people who Tony Blair’s government call “the wreckers”?

Again, nothing more than crumbs – maybe New Labour MEPs have advised Tony Blair that the nurses and the doctors should be “left to eat cake.”

Do they not feel ashamed that just down the road is a hospital where patients have to wait nine years for treatment and is claimed to have the longest waiting list in the developed world, and Wales is the only European country that doesn’t have a children’s hospital. All credit to the Noah’s Ark appeal, but hospitals should be funded from the public purse – chamber music orchestras are

In 2003, the people of Wales will have a chance to put the needs of Wales first. A health service run by Plaid Cymru – The Party of Wales will right the wrongs, which have been perpetuated by this government.

New Labour has badly let down Wales. As the motion before us today states – the gap in economic performance between Wales and the rest of the UK has widened even further under New Labour. This is a national disgrace.

Conference, the future of this nation lies in our hands.  Plaid Cymru – The Party of Wales – made n Wales for the people of Wales – is the only party with the ability, the vision and the strength to take on New Labour and to demand justice for this impoverished country.

We are the only party that has developed a raft of made in Wales’s policies, which include all the key ingredients to re-build our communities, under the leadership of our President, Ieuan Wyn Jones.

Plaid Cymru – The Party of Wales are already successfully in Government in Gwynedd, Caerffili and Rhondda Cynon Taf.

Our demands for a fair allocation of resources to our National Assembly and for full law-making powers and taxation powers for the Assembly are not mere principles, they are the key ingredients with which we will deliver the public services which are demanded by the people of Wales.

Conference, what with picking on Delia Smith and wasting tax payers money on daft questions to the European Commission, it ahs clearly been a busier week than usual for Wales’ two remaining New Labour MEPs.

Still, I suppose it keeps them out of the kitchen whilst Jill Evans and Eurig Wyn get on with the real job of standing up for Wales in Europe  - fighting for basic rights for Welsh workers, fighting to stop our country side from becoming a laboratory for Genetically Modified Foods and fighting for justice and a fair deal for Welsh farmers.

The European Commission, we are told by a daily tabloid, rejects Plaid Cymru’s vision of a democratic Europe where every country and region has its own strong voice.

New Labour and their cronies fighting to keep Wales down by standing up for the interests of the big Member States – tell me something I don’t know!

The fact that New Labour is now fighting the establishment’s battles for it on the European stage is no different to the vehemently anti-European Neil Kinnock of old, fighting a dirty war to prevent Wales from achieving devolution in 1979.

He was defeated in the struggle for devolution when the National Assembly was set up in 1999. With Plaid Cymru – The Party for Wales the progressive party standing up for Wales on every level from local government to the European Parliament this is another fight we will win sooner rather than later.

Eluned – take it from one who knows, you’re on to a loser with this one again. 

