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We are the Faith Kids


I, who have actually been to an International school, might find it easier to write about this topic.  However I know that there could been some bias beliefs, considering that our school was a Christian school, and everybody being missionary kids.  So these groups of people could slightly be different from the typical Americans that live in the States and Koreans that actually live in Korea.  But I still would want to compare and contrast the American and Korean culture in our “little American island,” (which is what some of the students think our school is).  


First of all, in considering the area of their faith, both groups are very sincere and conservative about their religion.  They both consider their relationship with God to be the most important issue in their lives.  Most of the students are able to show their faith through group Bible studies, Morning Prayer meetings, ministries, chapels, and most of all through their attitudes toward other students and faculties.  And of course the various activities mentioned above are never mandatory to any students and so are done by free will.  Therefore regardless of where they come from, all the students are free to show their faith on campus.  Secondly, both groups consider their education very seriously, although Koreans are somewhat more competitive.  Both groups equally participate in class discussions and group projects.  They know how to be active in school programs, as well.  Just as most of the Americans enjoy sports, most of the Korean students enjoy them as well.  A lot of the athletes are very sincere about their position in the team.  Last but not least, both the American and Korean students feel that they are “mixed cultured.”  And I agree because I believe that I am as well.  Our culture is rather unique in a sense that we don’t belong to any other cultures that we know.  We believe that MKs (missionary kids) have their own unique culture, which usually is a combination of three different cultures.  The three different cultures would be one’s racial culture, the culture of the country the person is living in at the moment, and the culture that is mixed with many other cultures (due to the other international students that the person interacts with in school).  Therefore most of the MKs, especially those that attend IS find it hard to find their identity outside of their school.  They feel like they don’t belong anywhere else, and that “mono-cultured” people find it hard and confusing to accept their culture.  


In spite of their similarities and influences on each other’s culture, there are still great gaps between the two cultures.  As it is easily seen on campus, most of the Korean students like to make cliques with other Korean students.  They probably feel more connected to each other than they do with other students in school.  The Americans, on the other hand, hardly consider racial factors in choosing their friends.  Their closest friends could be Chinese, Canadians, Japanese, Africans, or even Koreans and still wouldn’t feel any boundary in their friendship.  Maybe it’s because all the students on campus speak English but only Koreans speak Korean, although that’s probably only one of the many reasons why.  Secondly, there is a big difference between these two groups in terms of their value system of fashion.  As we all know, Koreans seem to consider “going wit the flow” to be an important factor in keeping their positive reputation.  And for some reason, they tend to harmonize in all the areas in fashion, starting from clothes and make-ups to schools and jobs.  They value what others value.  And most of the Korean students in our school are no exceptions.  On the other hand, the Americans value what they consider to be suitable for them.  Individuals wear clothes differently from others, and not all of them have similar dreams for their future.  Some kids want to get married right after high school (and some in fact actually do), some consider going to college, while others remain in the Philippines to help their missions or go through training to become missionaries just like their parents.  They value what seems to be enjoyable and worth sacrificing some time for before, if ever, going to college.  Last but not least, generally, American parents are more open to couple relationships than Korean parents are.  When an American couple decides to have an intimate relationship, their parents, in most cases, agree to support their relationship.  They, the parents, even spend time with their kid’s partner to get to know them more through phones or weekend picnics.  This is something that is hardly imaginable in a Korean family.  Therefore, American students freely make intimate relationship on campus than Korean students do.  


These were few of the many similarities and differences among the Korean and American students in Faith Academy.  Although students are able to find their identity in their little “MK world,” there are still distinct differences between these two cultures when they are seen in other aspects.  But in spite of their differences, these two groups of students are able to harmonize and show no big conflicts in respecting each other’s culture.
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