Web Resources Assignment

By, Carrie Franz

www.starfall.com
k-6 (language arts)
Starfall is a web site geared towards the lower primary grades although it can be used by anyone who is a struggling reader or who needs additional support in language arts. It is a very encouraging website that is filled with rich stories, games, and colorful animations.  The program is set up to support reading and language arts.  It begins with the alphabet where the children will learn sound/symbol correspondence.  Next is the “Learning to Read” section which introduces vowel sounds through a systematic, sequential approach to phonics.  Then comes the section titled, “It’s Fun to Read” which explores a variety of genres and topics that are intended to  expand and enrich reading vocabulary and comprehension. Finally the last section is titled “I am Reading” which is a transition to reading for learning and pleasure.  Intonation, expression, inflection, and fluency are all incorporated in this section. This website does a great job incorporating the several steps required when learning to read.  
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
1-6 (science, social studies, & language arts)
National Geographic for Kids is a colorful and bright website that is designed to spark the interest of all young learners.  Although the website is founded on science and social studies content, it does a great job of incorporating language arts standards as well.  For example, many of the sections have pictures along with a rich caption that has a great use of adjectives, which promote strong descriptive writers.   The website also has games and videos that are actually quite engaging as they present the information in an organized way using strong vocabulary that is not too overwhelming. This has been a problem with other websites I have come across. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/
2-8 (math & language arts)
Skillswise has proven to be one of the most rewarding websites that I have come across as a teacher.  The content is closely correlated with the California State Content Standards through the use of highly interactive games.  The sounds and special effects are quite impressive for a free website! This website is also a great resource for tutors including lesson plans, printable tracking sheets and an expert column for advice and information on basic skills issues.  Although the content is aligned specifically to UK standards, the resources are helpful to anyone needing them. The site also contains a glossary and a listing of all the games on the site categorized by skill area making it easy to navigate.
http://www.sesamestreet.org/home
k-1 (language arts, fine arts)
The Sesame Street website is very closely correlated to the television series.  The characters are the same and offer a wide array of games, music, and art areas for the kids to explore.  The sounds are one of the most engaging features as pretty much anything on the site has a sound associated to it.  This is incredibly motivating for young 4, 5, and 6 year olds.  The pages are also very easy to maneuver around which is quite important for beginning computer users. 
www.funbrain.com
k-8 (math & language arts)
Fun Brain is a website that that is based around fun and games. If you are looking for a website that will keep your students learning and entertained for hours, this is the one! Most kids are so enthralled with the effects that they don’t realize that they are learning. There is also a section for kids under six to play with their parents with online web books and an Entertainment Center arcade just for fun. This is a great site that is getting better all the time. The best part is that it is free.    
http://www.kidsknowit.com/
k-8 (math, science, language arts, geography, biology, social studies) 
This website is nice because it covers almost all content areas. I do wish that it was better designed since it is not very kid friendly for younger students.  However, as a teacher I have been able to pull off many ideas for lessons in my classroom. Included are movies, music, games, and funnies, in addition to tons of information on a wide variety of subjects. More than thirty free educational movies are available for teachers to use to supplement their lessons. The videos cover such topics as absolute values, adjectives, averages, eclipses, acceleration, biomes, hurricanes, and more. Each movie ends with an interactive online quiz. 
http://kids.discovery.com/
k-8 (language arts, science, & social studies)

Coming from such a rich educational station, discovery kids holds extremely high educational value for both teachers and students. The Discovery School is broken down into areas geared towards teacher, parents, and students.  Students will find study tools for help with their homework, fun and games, and interactive learning adventures. Parents will also find use with everything from homeschooling concerns, reading, and homework help. Teachers will not only find excellent lesson plans but also online tools to make their planning easier and more engaging.
http://www.education-world.com/awards/2007/r0207-28.shtml
k-8 (fine arts)
This is a great website for both budding and more experienced artists. It has a beginning section that offers definitions to the elements of art and other important vocabulary terms.  It offers free art and design lessons for artists of any age.  Some of the many lessons included are African Mask making, Egyptian art and hieroglyphs, pencil portraits, perspective drawing, logo design and color theory. Easy to follow directions allow users to make use of the lessons with just a few basic materials. The lessons are followed up with some type of history piece. The ready to use lessons can easily be used to supplement the existing art curriculum in the classroom. 
http://www.netrover.com/~kingskid/Math/math_kids.html
k-8 (math)
Although its design is simple and less captivating than others, Kids Math offers free interactive games and online generated worksheets for primary students.  There are worksheet generators for creating customized worksheets for the classroom which is probably one of the most useable features on the site.
http://www.readinga-z.com/
k-8 (language arts)
Reading A-Z is an incredibly helpful website for teachers. It is a language arts website that has thousands of resources.  Although there is a fee for a yearly subscription, it is well worth the money.  All of the resources on this website are leveled for beginning/struggling readers – advanced readers.  The stories, that are designed to be printed out, have vivid and realistic pictures.  For example, during the 2009 elections, there were biographies, poems, etc. on John McMain and Barrack Obama.  The pictures were actual photos from their childhood and current debates.  This website is constantly updated and always has current articles and readings which is what makes is so useful as a teacher. It is perfect for a classroom with leveled reading groups as you can find readings on almost any subject.  For instance, during science we were learning about adaptations.  I searched the website for reading and there were several reading, at various levels, on all types of animals and adaptations.   One downside is that it does cost money, but well worth it!
