JAPANESE, LEVEL 1
SUMMARY OF GRAMMAR

Eric Regener

This summary does not cover everything in the course! But it's most of the hard stuff from the second
half. The big table of "Grammar points" shows all that's in the book, and which bits are in here.

Also there must be mistakes... even though I have checked the whole thing through with my Japanese
language partner (thanks so much Kana!!), there's doubtless still some stuff we missed.

I have concentrated on verb forms, since that's what I have most trouble with.

I have taken reasonable care in preparing this but I take responsibility for all errors.

My software has some problems in spacing Japanese, so some kanji may print on top of each other.

Please help me by telling me about any errors you find, no matter how trivial.
Thanks, Eric

eregener@sympatico.ca
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CONJUGATION

Vol.1,Ch. §, 1

O-verbs ending in -iru, -eru

maoaaoo to enter
Oooooad to return
maogo to cut
maooono to know

Oooooad to run

O-verb: MO0O0O to wear

Tricky [-forms

Ut — oo
N

00 — mooodog
00 — OOogoogno

00 — Oogoood
00 — Oogoogo

0o — mooog
0o — Oooog
0o — OoOoooon
00 — Oogoooo

MAP DIRECTION

Vol. 2, Ch. 1, intro

gooboooooooognoo

The U.S. is (immediately) south of Canada.

000oO0O0000000DOnoOoooan
Toronto is in a westerly direction from Montreal.

COMPARISON

¢ Showing and asking preference

Vol.1,Ch. 7,1V

Preference

ADBOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Which do you like better, A or B?

BOOODOOOOO
I like B better.

BOOO A OOOOOOO
I like B better than A.

Lack of preference

AQ0OBOOOOOO
I like both A and B.

A0OBOOOOOOOOOOO
I don’t like either A or B.

MOO0O00: a little, D O0: a lot

OoOoooOooO0O0obomoooaOdo
Tokyo is a little bigger than New York.

OO00000DO0DOoDooodonoono
Mt. Everest is much higher than Mt. Fuji.

[: among... (not with place nouns)

OOOOO0OOO0DO00000
What kind of food do you like the best?

OOO00oo0nOooooOono
Which is the oldest town in Japan?




REPORTING SPEECH

« "Xis called Y"

Vol. 2, Ch. 2, I

X O YOMO: "X is called Y"
The particle O is a "quotative".

To talk about a name you have given (a pet...),
use 0100,

To ask about a reading of an unknown kanji,
use MO0

XOOOY:"AY called X": X OO0 modifies Y.

ODO0O0o0Oooooooooooo
Do you know a person called Ooki?

ODbankIO OOMOOMOOOOOOOO
How do you say "bank" in Japanese?

DOO0DO0O0O0OoOooooomoOooOao
Yamada's first name is Satoshi.

0O0Oooooooonooo
I call this dog Bobo.

0O0000000mO000o
How do you read these kanji?

0O0O0ooomOooOo
They are read "kankoku".

¢ Indirect quote: "X says asks / answers that [1”

X OO0MO: "X says that [1”. Use V-plain.

ODoOoonooooono
They say it rains a lot in Japan.

O000o000ooOoOooomooo
Jane said that tomorrow is a holiday.

O00o00Oo0o00oooooooo
Smith said she forgot her camera.

X OOOmO: "X asks 017, Use V-plain.

OO0DO0O0O00O0O000000000000
I asked when Kuroda would go out.

* Leave out [J (copula) before 1.

MOOOoOoOoOoooooogoOo
I asked what the weather is like.

X OOomooOoogooo: "X answers 17,

0Oo0OO0DOoDO0oomoooon
Lee answered that he would go out tomorrow.

¢ Direct quote: "X says / said '[1' ".

X O oOoomoo "X says '0' "

Here the quoted material is quoted exactly.

Direct quote may have sentence-final particles,
but indirect quote may not (except CIC.

The quoted material may have polite verb forms,
while indirect quotation requires plain form.

000000 1000000 0000000000
Smith said, "I forgot my camera."

IDOOO00000ooomoooOn
I asked, "What's the weather like?"

DO00O0ODOOoO0O 0o0Oooomoao
Yamada said to Suzuki, "I love you."




RESULTANT STATE, PROGRESSIVE

Result of past action, ongoing action: V-te.iru

Vol. 1,Ch. 10, I
Vol.2,Ch. 1,1

V-0 + OO (result is a O-verb)—Resultant state

If V indicates an instantaneous action, then
V-O0O0O gives the state resulting from doing V.

V-0 + OO (result is a O-verb)—Progressive

If V is an action that takes time to complete,
then V-0 indicates that V is or was
ongoing.

OOO0DOO00000000000O0000o0.
He lives (has come to live) in Tokyo.

00000 DoooOoooonod
Lisa got married in February.

0O0OO000gooOoo
Lisa is a married person.

OoO00OOooooooo
I often wear glasses.

OOooOOooOoooooooooo
Kimura works for Sanyo.

DOOooooooooooo0non
It’s raining.

Oo0O0oooog
What are you doing?

OOOO0OooOoooo
I'm studying Japanese.

Also indicates repeated or habitual actions.

OOO0O0oooOooooooooao
Ishida often eats sushi.

Some verbs are most used in V- OO form.

Resultatives:

OO0O0O — DOOOOOto live, reside
0000 — O0O0O00O00Oto work at a company
[MO0O000 — MOO0O0to have on (clothes)

Progressives:

The following verbs, when in V-0 form,
are resultative, not progressive:

MOOO0MOO0MOOOto go, come, return
MO O00O0to die

O0000onooOoooo
Alice has come. (not “is coming”)

MOo00O0 — OOOOO0O0to fall (rain...)

PURPOSE

"I'm going / coming to do something"

Vol. 1, Ch. 9, Il

V-OO stem + O + MO/ MO0/ M0O:
"to go/come/return and do V"

Works only with go/come/return.

As usual, "go / come" mean "away from /
towards the speaker".

Ooooi0oooooonoo
I'm going to the park to see the cherry blossoms.

OooOO0oooboooaono
Kawada is coming to do the cleaning.

OO00oOoooOooooooooooo
Please look for the chopsticks in the kitchen.




REASONS

e Implicit reason: (] form

Vol. 1, Ch. 11, Il

V-plain / Adj / Noun + OO0
0-Adj / Noun + copula: O — [

Implicit reason in response to request for info.
Verb must be in plain form!

OoOooO0DOoooooooooooo
Why didn’t you go to school yesterday?

OO000000noooooo
Because the dog ate my homework.

Ooooooooooonoooonooo
Why do you like this apartment?

OoOO000oooonoo
Because it’s clean and quiet.

Oooooooooooooooooo
Why are you sleeping in that chair?

DOOOO000(0mOoooog)
Because I don't feel well.

* Explicit reason: IO

Vol. 1, Ch. 11, Il

V-plain / Adj / Noun + OOO O

Verb must be in plain form!

Explicitly states a reason in response to question.

ODO00O0DOoDoooooooonood
Why didn’t you go to school yesterday?
Not ...MMOOOOOO (Rude!)

OO00000 00Ooo0o0oo
Because the dog ate my homework.

Oo0oooooooonooooooo
Why do you like this apartment?

OOO00000O0000noo
Because it’s clean and quiet.

Ooooooooonoboooonong
Why are you sleeping in that chair?

OOoOoOooogo
Because I don’t feel well.

e “Because A, B”: (11 vs. (00

Vol.2,Ch.1,V

V-plain / Adj / Noun + [
0-Adj / Noun + copula: [0 — [
Same forms as with [1[: V-plain always.
Main clause (B) must be factual:
no statements of volition, opinions, requests,

suggestions, or commands.
(For these use (10 not (1)

OOOOo0oOooooooodo
Since it’s cold, I'm wearing a sweater.

OOoOOO0O0000000000
I'm not going out because it’s raining today.

ODO0O00000O00Ooooono
I'm studying at home because it’s quiet.

OOoOOoODoOOoOooOooogOodo
You're sick, so you shouldn’t go out. (not [10])




CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER Vol.2,Ch.2,V

¢ Time references: "X time ago, X time later"

Duration + [: "X time ago" ([J optional) Duration + [ O00OO: "X time later" (J optional)
OOOoOioodoooooboooodo OOOOOO00O000Oo(m3)

I met Lisa three years ago. I arrived at the station 30 minutes later.

Noun + OO0 "before N takes place" Noun + OMO000OO: "after N takes / took place"
OO0000OOoOOoOoooono OO00000OOO0000000000000(OE0)

I have something to talk about before class. Let's meet at the coffee shop after class.

"After (time expr)” = O00O. "After (noun)" = MO0OO. Note OO, not MO

« "At X time, when X"

Expression + [[: "at the time when" OOOOoOOOoo0OooOooonOo

When you are sick, you should stay home.
Preceding noun / adj / verb: prenominal form.
O00oOooOoOoOOoooobooOo

OOOMDOOwhen I am alone I went sightseeing in town when I was free.
OO0000MOOwhen I am not alone

OOODOOwhen I'm feeling well OoOO0DoooO000ooOoooo

(OO @O 0Owhen it's cold When it's not cold, I ride my bike to school.

¢ Subordinate time clause: "After / before A, B"

V-plain present + [[I[ "Before V" V-plain past + [[1: "After V"
OOOO0oOoO0Oooogoono OOO00O0O00oOoOo0ooo

Before going to school, I'll clean my room. Il call you after I get home.
OOOooOOoO0ooooooboooo OOOOOO00O0O0000000DO0O0000
Before Mom came, I cleaned my room. Lisa arrived after I got home.

Must mark subject of time clause with [J if different from subject of main clause.

¢ Subordinate time clause: "When A, B"

V-plain present + [[I: incomplete action V-plain past + [[I: completed action
OO0O00O00O000O0000000o OO0O0Oo00O0oOogoooond
When I went out, I brought my coat. When I got home, my parents weren't there.

(before I finished leaving)
OdoO000oO00moOO0b0bo0mooOo
OO0OO0O0OO0OooOoOoOoOooobon When I went to France, I bought souvenirs.
I met a friend while I was shopping. (after I arrived)




CAPABILITY

e “Can do”: V-potential form (CI-verb)

Vol. 1,Ch. 12,1

[

00 — Ooooogooo
oo - oOogoa
0o — ogod

OO — mog

0o - Ooo

00 — Ooo

00 — Moo

Oooooooodo
I can play tennis.

O0Oo00o0ooOoOoooooonoo
I had a toothache,

Direct object of potential-form verbs can take [ or [, except for
0000, which takes only OO

so I couldnt sleep.

TRYING THINGS, GOING TO GET THINGS

e "ltried out...", "I'd like to try..."

Vol.2,Ch. 3,V

V-te + [10: "to try out V"

In this construction write (10, not [OO.

OoOO00boooooooo
I tried eating sushi yesterday.

0O0O000DoOO0000o0o0o0o
May I try on these clothes?

* ”Do something and leave / come back"

V-te + [[0: "do V and go" (away from speaker)

OoOO000nOo0oooooog
Let's eat breakfast before we go.

OOo0O0O0O0O000o0Ooooooonoo
I took a cake to Kawaguchi's house.

e Tobring someone: 11O MO / MO

OoOoOOooooooooooo
May I bring a friend (to your party)?

V-te + [O: "do V and come" (towards the
speaker)

O00OO00oo0mooooo
I bought some beer before I came.

O0O00O0mOo0momond
Please go and buy some beer (and come back).

OoOOO00OOmooan
Please bring your friend.

As usual, go and come are calculated relative to the speaker.



INTENTION, PLANS

¢ Weak intention: “I’'m thinking of doing V.”

Vol.2,Ch. 2,1

Volitional form V-vol: V-masu stem + O0/10

U0 — ooo 0 — Moboood
0o — oog 00 — MOoooodg
o — oo 00 — Mmoo oooQo

OO0 - gooo O — Ooooogo

The volitional form is a plain form.
The polite form is “Let’s do...”: V-0 OO0

OO000OOo0OoOoomOoooood
Let’s eat at a restaurant. (polite)

O0D00ooOooooOoooo
Let’s eat at a restaurant. (casual)

“I'm thinking of doing V”: V-vol + O[O

ODOOooobooood
I think I'll go to Japan.

e Use MODOODO if you've been thinking about
it for a while, or for a third person’s thinking.

ODOOooibooooooo
I've been thinking (for a while) of going to Japan.

OO00O00opdoooooooooooogan
Kim is thinking of bringing her camera.

* Monologue question: “I wonder if...”
V-vol + 000 (woman) or [1[J (man).

OOoOoooOoogd
I wonder if I should go tomorrow.

OoOmOooooooo
I wonder what I should do today.

e Stronger intention: “l intend to do V.”

V-plain + OO0 + OO

OoOonOooooooo
Iintend to speak to the teacher.

OooOobooogo
My mother also has that intention.

Lack of intention: V-plain + OO0 O0OO O

ODODOO00oooooooo
I don’t intend to speak to the teacher.

OoOonoooboooodo
I intend not to speak to the teacher.

e Plan: “l plan to V.”

V-plain + OO00OO + OO

OoOoOOooOooao
I plan to go to the library.

0oOOomOooooond
I don’t have any special plans.

e Thenoun MM “plan” takes a plain verb.

O00oonooOoOonoo
I plan to go by plane.

O0oOooooo0o0oOoOooo
I plan not to stay in a hotel.




OPINIONS Vol. 2, Ch. 2,1V
e "lthink O"
O (V-plain) + O00: "I think 1" * For the opinion of a third person, use OO0,

Expresses opinion, not desires or intentions.

Oooomobooonoo
I'm thinking of buying a camera.

OooooOoodoooooo
I think I'd like to buy a camera. .

OO00000ODO0DO000mooooo
Who do you think made this dish?

00O0DO000obonooo
What do you think of this dish?

ODO0O00 0000Ooooomoooono
Yamada is thinking of buying a camera.

0O0o0OoOoooooooomooooodo
Lisa thinks this is a good hotel.

O0OmoO000000oooooo
Last year I thought Lee was beautiful.

NO00000O00o000o000000000o00o
I think Lee's grandmother used to be beautiful.

The two clauses do not have to agree in tense.

SIMULTANEOUS ACTION

« "While A, B"”

Vol. 2, Ch. 4, II

V-O0O stem + O000: "while V takes / took
place"

The action of V is subordinate to main clause.

The subordinate action and the main action must
be performed by the same person.

O000oOooooo0noo0ooooann
Don't watch TV while eating a meal!

OO0Oo0ooOo0omboooood
Let's talk while having coffee.

MANNER OF ACTION

e Adverb forms

Vol.2,Ch. 1, 1I

-adj stem + U: adverb

OO0 — MO0O0quickly
OO0 — MOO00warmly
OO0 — O00well

MOO0OO00Oto smile cheerfully
MO0MOOOto get up early

U-adj + O: adverb

OO0 — 0000O0quietly
OO0 — OOOO0skillfully

OO000M00to walk quietly
O0O00DODOO MO0t write kanji skillfully




OUTCOME OF CHANGES

Vol.2,Ch. 1, 1I

Adverb + [J0: making something change

ODO00O0oooooao
Please be quiet.

COOO000000000000O00000
The teacher is making the class interesting.

OOOoOoooooo
The medicine is making me well.

Adverb + [DO000: something is changing

OOoOooooooao
It has started to snow hard.

O00O00000000000000
The class is getting interesting.

O000oOoOooogoogdo
Galina wants to become a teacher.

TOO MUCH

Vol.2,Ch.7, IV

V-masu stem / adj stem + L1 0 (O-verb).

OO0 — MOO00too expensive
000 — 0DOOOdidtoo quiet
OO0 — OOOO0OOOeat too much
000 — ODO0000D0OOtalk too much

00 — 0O0O00too good
00 — O00O000Onot enough

OOooomoOooano
This sweater is too expensive.

OO0O0ooooOoOogoOao
I drank too much and now I feel sick.

IDOOoOoOO000ooo
Tomoko doesn't eat enough vegetables.

0O000O00Ooooo00oooo
This apartment is too good for Tom.

PERMISSION

+ Asking permission: “May | do V?”

Vol.1,Ch. 12,V

V-te + UO OO0

OO000Ooo0oooooo((mooboo)
May I smoke?

Answer yes:

OOo0odo
Yes, go ahead.

Answer no (in order of increasing strength):

OO00oOooooao...
Sorry, it’s a bit...

OO00000000000000O0
Sorry, it bothers me a bit.

000000000000 OO0O00ooao
Sorry, tobacco annoys me. (Strong!)

OOoomooooooooo
Prohibited!!




DESIRE

¢ 1st-person desire: “l want to do V.”

10

Vol. 1, Ch. 12, 11T

V-tai form:

V-masu stem + [J[10(0O-adjective).

OOOooOoooggoglo
I want to buy a car. [polite form]

Oooooooooooalo
I wanted to go to Japan.

e 3rd-person desire: “He seems to want to do V.”

-tagaru:

V-masu stem + [] + OO0 O00( O-verb).

DO0O0Oomooonodboodnoag
[..0000000]0
Lisa wanted to go to Japan.

e 1st-person desire: “l want an N.”

hoshii:

N + O00O0(O-adjective).

DOO0OnoOOooOooiom;o]o
I want a new car.

« 3rd-person desire: “She seems to want an N.”

hoshigatte.iru:

N + OO0 O0O0O0O000(0-verb).

O0O00ooOoooOooooogoo
[...000]0
Lisa wants a new car.

The OO0 form is OK in 2d-person questions, or in 3rd person past tense or indirect speech.

WILLINGNESS

Vol. 2, Ch. 3, III

V-masu stem + O0O000: “Shall I...2”

OO00o0Oooooooo
Shall I turn on the air conditioner? (Polite)

OO0o00Oooodo
Shall I turn on the air conditioner? (Casual, V-vol)

V-masu stem + O0O00: “I will ...”

OOO0O00Doooood
I'll make supper. (Polite)

OOO000DOooo
I'll make supper. (Casual)
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SUGGESTIONS Vol. 1,Ch. 12,1V

* Weak suggestion: “How about doing V?”

Conditional (V-tara) form: V-plain past + [J V-tara form + 00O OO0

00— 000 OOOOOmboooOooOonoo

00 — OOoobooo How about going to the library?
00 — OOoOd

00 — OOoo OoOoOoOoooooOnoo

oo — modo How about drinking some water?

The V-tara form can’t be put into the negative.

« Stronger suggestion: “You should do V.”

V-plain past + OO OOOO0O0 ODOO0Ooooooooonoo
You should go to the library.

* Negative suggestion: “You shouldn’t do V.”

V-plain pres neg + 1101000 DoOoOooooooooooo
You shouldn’t go to the library.

CONDITIONAL (one form) Vol. 2, Ch. 3, IV

« "If A, then B"

V-tara: V-plain past + [ OOOOooo0bobOoO00ooOooood
If it's hot tomorrow, let's go to the pool.
The OO0 clause must finish before main clause.

Hoooboboohoboooodd

Main clause may express intention, request, or If I had money, I would go to Japan.
obligation. But it must not have completed. = If  have money, I will go to Japan.

As usual, if subject of subordinate clause is OOoOoOOOooooooooooo
different from main clause, mark it with . If it had been warm yesterday, I would have

gone swimming.
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UNCERTAINTY Vol.2,Ch. 1,1V

*  “Probably, | suppose”: L1000 OO0

V-plain / 0J-Adj / O-Adj / Noun OOOoO0oooo0bo0oOooooo
+ 0000/ 000 It will probably rain.
000/ 000 = volitional form OOO0O000000o0o00o
(polite / plain) of OO / OJ. Where is Tanaka probably = Where might I find Tanaka?
0000 = "I wonder if...” OOOooOoooOoOooo
I wonder if that water is cold. (Plain form)

« “Might”: OOO0OOOO

V-plain / J-Adj / O-Adj / Noun OOoooooooooo
+ 000000/00000od It looks like it might rain.

For relatively unlikely events. O0O0O0O000OooOanOoon
He might be a student. (Polite form)

HEARSAY Vol.1,Ch. 11,V
* Hearsay: “l hear that...”, “l understand that”
V-plain (present or past) + L0 With verb:
With copula: OOoOD00000000000000d
You lived in Spain when you were a kid, didn’t
DOO0O00DOOOoO0ooo you?
I hear that Yamamoto is a college student.
OOO0O000OOoOoodoooOoo
nonomoonmononoononoo I heard that Yamada went back to Japan.
I heard that Lisa’s mother is not a teacher.
With adjective:

00o0d: "according to”
DOo0O00O0OO0OooooOooogoo

ilinsninininininininininin NN innn I heard that Lee’s apartment is small.
000
According to Tanaka, Kim is married. OO00O00000000000000000000

I heard the party was not very interesting.
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INFERENCE BASED ON OBSERVATION Vol. 2,Ch. 1, III

Inference based on direct observation: “It looks like...”

V-masu stem or adjective stem + 0[]0

U0+ 00— 0ooo
U0+ 00 - gooo

Inference from what speaker has seen/felt/heard.

Degree of certainty of such statements is low.

Can’t use for conjecture about past events.

Can’t use with adjectives of shape/colour:
needs direct observation.

With adjective:

OoOomoboooOoao
It looks cool today.

OooOooooogood
That cake looks delicious.

OO0O00ODOOOooOoOooOooodo
Tanaka’s kid looked energetic, didn’t he?

ODO0O00OO0OO000noooooooo
Murayama’s house doesn’t look so new.

0000000000000
This apartment looks good.

With verb:

ODOO0O0nDOoOo00oooood
It looks like good weather today.

OOOoOooOoooOoOoOoooiooogon
It looks like it won’t rain.

e [Ois a O-adjective, so its prenominal form
can be used to describe nouns.

OOoo0O0omod
delicious-looking food

O00000ODmoommooono
job that looks good

e The adverbial form OO can be used to
describe manner.

COOoOmo
to walk energetically

OOooooomOo
to eat in a manner suggesting enjoyment
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GIVING AND RECEIVING (partial) Vol. 2,Ch.7,1

¢ Giving to an equal or inferior

00O0: giving to me / someone in my circle O0O0: giving to someone outside my circle
ODoO0OOoooOoooooo OOOooOoOOo0o0ooood

Mr. Okawa gave my mother some money. My mother gave Mr. Okawa a cat.
OO00000000000000000o OoOoooooOoooogoooooo
Grandma gave me some delicious cookies. I gave Jane some chocolates.

* Receiving from an equal or inferior

OD00: receiving from equal / inferior oobbooooooooooooooo
Alice received a letter from the university.

The giver is marked with [ (if someone close)
or (10 (otherwise). OOoooooooooo
I received a book from my mother.

The giver cannot be the speaker.

The receiver is the subject.
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