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What is a WebQuest?

According to Bernie Dodge:

A WebQuest is an inquiry-oriented activity in which some or all of the information that learners interact with comes from resources on the Internet.  There are two levels of WebQuests:

Short Term WebQuests – the instructional goal of a short term WebQuest is knowledge acquisition and integration.  The learner will sift through new information and make sense of it.  A short-term WebQuest is designed to be completed in one to three class periods.

Longer Term WebQuests – The instructional goal of a longer term WebQuest is extending and refining knowledge.  After completing a longer term WebQuest, a learner will have analyzed a body of knowledge deeply, transformed it in some way, and demonstrated understanding of the material by creating something that others can respond to.  A longer term WebQuest will typically take between one week and a month in a classroom setting.

Before you begin to build a WebQuest

Before you can actually write a WebQuest, you must know what is available on the Internet on your topic.  You should never ask the students to look for information until you have looked to see what is available.  

Activity 1:

Choose a topic

Go to teacher sites such as Blue Web’n, ERIC, Kathy Schrock, etc. to see what is already available on your topic.  [There is a list of teacher websites attached to this handout.]

As you find information, make notes about where you find the information, what kind of information you will want the students to find at each site, questions you can ask about the topic based on the information you found.  Remember to always write the address of the site so you can return to it later.  On your classroom computer, you will want to bookmark the sites you find.

Examine other WebQuests to see what is already available.  Remember, there are lots of WebQuests already available so it is not necessary to always reinvent the wheel.

Begin thinking of a topic you would like to use to create the WebQuest you will use with your class.  Write down several ideas you would like to develop into WebQuests.  The first WebQuest you make should be a short term WebQuest. 

Using a search engine such as Google.com, Yahoo.com, Altvista.com, etc. search the Internet to see what is available on your topic. 

Building Blocks of a WebQuest

All WebQuests should include at least the following elements:

1. An introduction

2. Task (s)

3. Process

4. Resources

5. Evaluation

6. Conclusion

Activity 2:

The Introduction

Begin at the Rutherford County website: http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us
Choose: Instruction ( Teachers Resources (  WebQuests
Choose: Building Blocks of a WebQuest
Click on the word “Introduction” and read what is expected in the introduction of a WebQuest.  Look at the examples on this page.  [After looking at the first example, use the Back button to return to the Introduction page to look at the second example.]

At the bottom of the Introduction page, click the words “Go Back” to return to the Building Blocks page.

Activity 3:

The Task

The Task block in a WebQuest is a description of what the learner will have done at the end of the exercise. It could be a product, like a HyperStudio stack or PowerPoint presentation, or it might be a verbal act, such as being able to explain a specific topic.

Click on each of the examples of WebQuests on the Task page and see how others have addressed the tasks in their WebQuests.

Write down the tasks you would like to have completed at the end of the WebQuest for your class.

After you have completed this part of the WebQuest, click the “Go Back” button at the bottom of the page to go to the next step.

Activity 4:

Process

Examine the examples of the Process and notice how the description is short and to the point.

This should explain exactly what you expect the student to do.  It should be broken down into  steps with each step clearly described so there is not confusion as to what is expected.

Write down the process you expect your students to use to perform the Task you have designed in the previous activity.

After you have completed this part of the WebQuest, click the “Go Back” button at the bottom of the page to go to the next step.

Activity 5:

Resources

List the resources you expect your students to use in completing the Process. 

If they are to use websites, be sure to give them the addresses of the websites you expect them to use.  Remember they do not have to get all the information from the Internet..  

After you have completed this part of the WebQuest, click the “Go Back” button at the bottom of the page to go to the next step.

Activity 6:

Evaluation

Create a rubric that will examine different aspects of the student product and determines whether the students are gaining what is expected from the WebQuest.  Each rubric usually includes 5 to 6 objectives and uses the following type of evaluation:

Rubric Template
(Describe here the task or performance that this rubric is designed to evaluate.) 

	
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	 
Stated Objective or Performance
 
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting a beginning level of performance.
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting development and movement toward mastery of performance.
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting mastery of performance.
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting the highest level of performance.
	

	 
Stated Objective or Performance
 
 
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting a beginning level of performance.
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting development and movement toward mastery of performance.
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting mastery of performance.
	Description of identifiable performance characteristics reflecting the highest level of performance.
	


Example of a Rubric:

Collaboration Rubric



Name __________________________________ 

	
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Exemplary
4
	Score

	Contribute
	
	
	
	
	

	Research & Gather Information
	Does not collect any information that relates to the topic.
	Collects very little information--some relates to the topic.
	Collects some basic information--most relates to the topic.
	Collects a great deal of information--all relates to the topic.
	

	Share Information
	Does not relay any information to teammates.
	Relays very little information--some relates to the topic.
	Relays some basic information--most relates to the topic.
	Relays a great deal of information--all relates to the topic.
	

	Be Punctual
	Does not hand in any assignments.
	Hands in most assignments late.
	Hands in most assignments on time.
	Hands in all assignments on time.
	

	Take Responsibility
	
	
	
	
	

	Fulfill Team Role's Duties
	Does not perform any duties of assigned team role.
	Performs very little duties.
	Performs nearly all duties.
	Performs all duties of assigned team role.
	

	Participate in Science Conference
	Does not speak during the science conference.
	Either gives too little information or information, which is irrelevant to topic.
	Offers some information--most is relevant.
	Offers a fair amount of important information--all is relevant.
	

	Share Equally
	Always relies on others to do the work.
	Rarely does the assigned work--often needs reminding.
	Usually does the assigned work--rarely needs reminding.
	Always does the assigned work without having to be reminded.
	

	Value Others' Viewpoints
	
	
	
	
	

	Listen to Other Teammates
	Is always talking--never allows anyone else to speak.
	Usually doing most of the talking--rarely allows others to speak.
	Listens, but sometimes talks too much.
	Listens and speaks a fair amount.
	

	Cooperate with Teammates
	Usually argues with teammates.
	Sometimes argues.
	Rarely argues.
	Never argues with teammates.
	

	Make Fair Decisions
	Usually wants to have things their way.
	Often sides with friends instead of considering all views.
	Usually considers all views.
	Always helps team to reach a fair decision.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	




Return to the Cabrillo Tidepool Study page. 

From: http://edweb.sdsu.edu/triton/tidepoolunit/Rubrics/collrubric.html 

Activity 7

Conclusion

The Conclusion section of a WebQuest provides an opportunity to summarize the experience, to encourage reflection about the process, to extend and generalize what was learned, or some combination of these. It's not a critically important piece, but it rounds out the document and provides that reader with a sense of closure. 

Write a conclusion for your WebQuest.  It may be a summary or a list of questions that the class should be able to answer once the WebQuest has been completed.

Evaluate your WebQuest

The rubric below, is designed for the teacher to evaluate the quality of the WebQuest he/she designed.  Check your WebQuest to see how you would rate it using the rubric.

http://edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webquestrubric.html  

A Rubric for Evaluating WebQuests 
The WebQuest format can be applied to a variety of teaching situations. If you take advantage of all the possibilities inherent in the format, your students will have a rich and powerful experience. This rubric will help you pinpoint the ways in which your WebQuest isn't doing everything it could do. If a page seems to fall between categories, feel free to score it with in-between points.
	
	Beginning 
	Developing 
	Accomplished 
	Score 

	Overall Aesthetics (This refers to the WebQuest page itself, not the external resources linked to it.)

	Overall Visual Appeal
	0 points
There are few or no graphic elements. No variation in layout or typography.
OR
Color is garish and/or typographic variations are overused and legibility suffers. Background interferes with the readability.
	2 points
Graphic elements sometimes, but not always, contribute to the understanding of concepts, ideas and relationships. There is some variation in type size, color, and layout.
 
	4 points
Appropriate and thematic graphic elements are used to make visual connections that contribute to the understanding of concepts, ideas and relationships. Differences in type size and/or color are used well and consistently.
 See Fine Points Checklist.
	

	Navigation & Flow
	0 points
Getting through the lesson is confusing and unconventional. Pages can't be found easily and/or the way back isn't clear.
	2 points
There are a few places where the learner can get lost and not know where to go next.
	4 points
Navigation is seamless. It is always clear to the learner what all the pieces are and how to get to them.
	 

	Mechanical Aspects 
	0 points
There are more than 5 broken links, misplaced or missing images, badly sized tables, misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	1 point
There are some broken links, misplaced or missing images, badly sized tables, misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	2 points
No mechanical problems noted.
 See Fine Points Checklist.
	 

	Introduction

	Motivational Effectiveness of Introduction
	0 points
The introduction is purely factual, with no appeal to relevance or social importance 
OR
The scenario posed is transparently bogus and doesn't respect the media literacy of today's learners.
	1 point
The introduction relates somewhat to the learner's interests and/or describes a compelling question or problem.
	2 points
The introduction draws the reader into the lesson by relating to the learner's interests or goals and/or engagingly describing a compelling question or problem.
	

	Cognitive Effectiveness of the Introduction
	0 points
The introduction doesn't prepare the reader for what is to come, or build on what the learner already knows.
	1 point
The introduction makes some reference to learner's prior knowledge and previews to some extent what the lesson is about.
	2 points
The introduction builds on learner's prior knowledge and effectively prepares the learner by foreshadowing what the lesson is about.
	

	Task (The task is the end result of student efforts... not the steps involved in getting there.)

	Connection of Task to Standards
	0 points
The task is not related to standards.
	2 point
The task is referenced to standards but is not clearly connected to what students must know and be able to do to achieve proficiency of those standards.
	4 points
The task is referenced to standards and is clearly connected to what students must know and be able to do to achieve proficiency of those standards.
	

	Cognitive Level of the Task
	0 points
Task requires simply comprehending or retelling of information found on web pages and answering factual questions.
	3 points
Task is doable but is limited in its significance to students' lives. The task requires analysis of information and/or putting together information from several sources.
	6 points
Task is doable and engaging, and elicits thinking that goes beyond rote comprehension. The task requires synthesis of multiple sources of information, and/or taking a position, and/or going beyond the data given and making a generalization or creative product.
See WebQuest Taskonomy.
	

	Process (The process is the step-by-step description of how students will accomplish the task.)

	Clarity of Process
	0 points
Process is not clearly stated. Students would not know exactly what they were supposed to do just from reading this.
	2 points
Some directions are given, but there is missing information. Students might be confused.
	4 points
Every step is clearly stated. Most students would know exactly where they are at each step of the process and know what to do next.
	

	Scaffolding of Process
	0 points
The process lacks strategies and organizational tools needed for students to gain the knowledge needed to complete the task.
Activities are of little significance to one another and/or to the accomplishment of the task.
	3 points
Strategies and organizational tools embedded in the process are insufficient to ensure that all students will gain the knowledge needed to complete the task.
Some of the activities do not relate specifically to the accomplishment of the task.
	6 points
The process provides students coming in at different entry levels with strategies and organizational tools to access and gain the knowledge needed to complete the task.
Activities are clearly related and designed to take the students from basic knowledge to higher level thinking.
Checks for understanding are built in to assess whether students are getting it. See:
· Process Guides 

· A Taxonomy of Information Patterns 

· Language Arts Standards and Technology 

· WebQuest Enhancement Tools 

· Reception, Transformation & Production Scaffolds 
	

	Richness of Process
	0 points
Few steps, no separate roles assigned.
	1 points
Some separate tasks or roles assigned. More complex activities required.
	2 points
Different roles are assigned to help students understand different perspectives and/or share responsibility in accomplishing the task.
	

	Resources (Note: you should evaluate all resources linked to the page, even if they are in sections other than the Process block. Also note that books, video and other off-line resources can and should be used where appropriate.)

	Relevance & Quantity of Resources
	0 points
Resources provided are not sufficient for students to accomplish the task. 
OR
There are too many resources for learners to look at in a reasonable time.
	2 point
There is some connection between the resources and the information needed for students to accomplish the task. Some resources don't add anything new.
	4 points
There is a clear and meaningful connection between all the resources and the information needed for students to accomplish the task. Every resource carries its weight.
	

	Quality of
Resources
	0 points
Links are mundane. They lead to information that could be found in a classroom encyclopedia.
	2 points
Some links carry information not ordinarily found in a classroom.
	4 points
Links make excellent use of the Web's timeliness and colorfulness.
Varied resources provide enough meaningful information for students to think deeply.
	

	Evaluation

	Clarity of Evaluation Criteria
	0 points
Criteria for success are not described.
	3 points
Criteria for success are at least partially described.
	6 points
Criteria for success are clearly stated in the form of a rubric. Criteria include qualitative as well as quantitative descriptors.
The evaluation instrument clearly measures what students must know and be able to do to accomplish the task.
See Creating a Rubric.
	

	Total Score
	/50 


Original WebQuest rubric by Bernie Dodge.
This is Version 1.03. Modified by Laura Bellofatto, Nick Bohl, Mike Casey, Marsha Krill, and Bernie Dodge and last updated on June 19, 2001.
Resources:

Rutherford County Schools Home Page – http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us -- Teacher Resources

Rubric Generator –  http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/rubrics/ 

Rubric Template – http://edweb.sdsu.edu/triton/july/rubrics/Rubric_Template.html 

Rubric Example – http://edweb.sdsu.edu/triton/tidepoolunit/Rubrics/collrubric.html
Rubric for evaluating WebQuests – http://edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webquestrubric.html  

Virtual Tours

Virtual Tours are designed to take you on a trip somewhere such as museums, exhibits, countries, etc. without leaving your computer.  

Some starting places includes:

http://www.virtualfreesites.com/tours.html  -- This sites includes virtual tours of museums and exhibits, world tours, U.S. Government tours

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/ -- National Geographic features 

http://www.theteachersguide.com/virtualtours.html -- The Teacher’s Guide to Virtual Field Trips

There are many more on the Rutherford County Homepage http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us ( Instruction ( Teachers Resources ( Virtual Tours

Examine several of these sites to see where you would like to take your students.

INTERNET SITES FOR TEACHERS

Across the Curriculum:
http://members.aol.com/Donnpages/LessonPlans.html -- Mrs. Donn’s Lesson Plans Across the Curriculum – divided by discipline – Excellent source!

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/ -- Lesson Plan Page – over 500 lesson plans – divided by discipline

http://www.halcyon.com/marcs/lessons.html -- Marc Sheehan's Lesson Plans Page – links to many other lesson plan sites

http://ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Lessons/ -- Ask Eric Lesson Plans – over 1000 unique lesson plans – Excellent source!

http://www.kodak.com/US/en/digital/edu/lessonPlans/ -- Kodak Lesson Plans by Subject and by Grade – searchable by subject or grade level

http://www.teachweb.net/dir/Free_Lesson_Plans/ -- Teachweb --  free k-12 lesson plans for teachers of art, business, computers, computer education and technology, the Internet, English, ESL, foreign language, health, math, music, science, social studies, teacher education, physical education, and theater.

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/ -- Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators – categorized list of sites on the Internet found to be useful for enhancing curriculum and teacher professional growth.  Updated daily.  Excellent source!

http://member.aol.com/donnandlee/SiteIndex.html – Mr. Donn’s Pages – major emphasis on social studies – these lesson plans can be used in many different disciplines – Excellent source!

http://www.score.k12.ca.us/ -- S.C.O.R.E. – [Schools of California Online Resources for Educators] – includes outstanding lesson plans for Math, Science, Social Studies/History, and Language Arts – Excellent source!

http://www.middleschool.net/ -- Middle School – includes lesson plans, resources, links, etc. targeted at middle school teachers

http://www.nytimes.com/learning – New York Times Learning Network –designed for grades 6 – 12 – contains lesson plans with the newspaper and world events – Excellent source!

http://www.thegateway.org – G.E.M. [Gateway to Educational Materials] – contains 6950 educational resources – searchable 

http://www.studyweb.com/ -- Study Web – divided by disciplines all are categorized and reviewed 

http://www.edhelper.com -- Edhelper.com -- currently has over 1,000 Webquests and 6,200 Lesson Plans that includes tons of Science, Social Studies, Mathematics, and many more resources

http://www.ala.org/parentspage/greatsites/people.html - 100+ Great Sites for Children
Art/Drama/Music:

http://www.wpe.com/~musici/ -- M.U.S.I.C. – provides over 800 songs with ties to school curriculum – includes lesson ideas & student examples

http://members.aol.com/TWard64340/Index.htm -- Art takes Time – lesson plans which address understanding the visual arts in “relation” to history & cultures and making connections between visual arts & other disciplines

http://musicnotes.net/journal.html – Music You Can Read – elementary music education

http://ericir.syr.edu/Virtual/Lessons/Arts/index.html – Ask Eric Lesson Plans – Arts – lesson plans directed at architecture, art, & music

http://www.isd77.k12.mn.us/resources/staffpages/shirk/k12.music.html – K-12 Resources for Music Educators – resources address band, orchestra, vocal, classroom, and all music

http://www.coe.uh.edu/archive/electives/elective_lessons/electiveles.html – Elective Lesson Plans – lesson plans for art, technology, & food services (Nutrition)

http://csrnet.org/csrnet/substitute/music.html – Music Lesson Plans – Primary Grades

http://www.kodak.com/US/en/digital/edu/lessonPlans/ -- Kodak Lesson Plans by Subject and by Grade – searchable by subject or grade level

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/arts/artp.html – Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators – Performing Arts : Dance, Music, and Drama lesson plans & resources

http://www.talentz.com/MusicEducation/index.mv – Music Education Launch Site – lesson plans and resources for music educators

Social Studies:

http://member.aol.com/donnandlee/SiteIndex.html – Mr. Donn’s Pages – major emphasis on social studies – these lesson plans can be used in many different disciplines – Excellent source!

http://www.ala.org/parentspage/greatsites/people.html – 100 Great sites for Children – includes biographies, culture of the world, U.S. History, Art, Lit., & Science

http://www.si.edu – Smithsonian Institute – divided by subject area

http://www.thehistorynet.com/ -- The History Net – where history lives on the Web

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/  - National Geographic online

Science:

http://web2.airmail.net/kboyle/ – Science lesson plans to that teach literacy K-2 – devoted to teachers who want to teach science to young children

http://nyelabs.kcts.org/flash_go.html – Bill Nye the Science Guy's Labs Online-fantastic experiments and ideas – includes demos, teacher’s guides, etc. 
http://www.thursdaysclassroom.com -- Thursday's Classroom sponsored by NASA weekly newsletter to provide a connection between NASA and the classroom 

http://www.fi.edu/ -- The Franklin Institute of Science Museum – Excellent for science teachers – includes units of study, hands-on activities, many activities

http://www.skypub.com/ - Sky & Telescope – Astronomy 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/  - National Geographic online

http://chem.lapeer.org/ -- Science Resource Center -- web site is for science teachers to share ideas

http://www.mos.org/home.html - Museum of Science
Language Arts:

http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/SCORE/cyberguide.html – S.C.O.R.E. Cyberguides (Literature Guides) – excellent lesson plans usually with multiple activities, all links included, includes objectives and grading procedures, divided by grade levels – Outstanding source!!

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ – OWL Handouts (Resources for Writers)

http://www.ctv.es/USERS/carmen/profesen.htm – For Teacher’s of English – deals only with materials related directly to education in general and teaching of English in particular

http://www.mysterynet.com/learn/ -- Learning with Mysteries – great for teaching critical thinking, reading, and writing skills, & utilizing higher order level of learning

http://www.csun.edu/~vceed009/lalit.html – Literature Web Sites – excellent list of web sites dealing with all aspects of literature – includes specific titles also

http://www.eduplace.com/tales/index.html – Wacky Web Tales – tales geared for grades 4 and above – creating funny stories

http://www.mla.org/  – MLA Style – guidelines on MLA documentation style

Math:

http://www.aplusmath.com/Flashcards/index.html – Flash Card Maker – flashcards for all areas of math

http://www-sci.lib.uci.edu/HSG/RefCalculators.html – Calculators On-Line -- contains over "9,755" Calculators created by over '1,945' very "CREATIVE" 
Individuals, Businesses & Tax Supported Entities World Wide 

P.E.:

http://pe.central.vt.edu/adapted/adaptedmenu.html – P.E. Central – Excellent source of P.E. lesson plans.

http://www.internet-finder.com/high-school-physical-education/physical-education-books.htm – Physical Education Books, Videos, & Lesson Plans
http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/healhum.html – Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators – Health and Fitness

School System Websites:  (These are excellent)

http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us/ - Rutherford County Schools - Includes Student Resource, Teacher Resources, Parent Resources, Webquests, and much more.

http://www.memphis-schools.k12.tn.us/admin/tlapages/instructional.html - Memphis City Schools - Includes outstanding on-line modules and K-12 resources for teachers.

http://208.183.128.3/techupdate/index.html -- Jefferson County Schools -- Tech Update – Web Resources for Educators

http://teacherexchange.mde.k12.ms.us/ - Mississippi Teacher Exchange Interactive Web Site
Virtual Tours:

http://www.discovery.com/highspeed/tlc/mummies/ - Discovery Channel – Mummies
 http://www.number-10.gov.uk/default.asp?PageID=34 - 10 Downing Street - Home of the British Prime Minister
http://www.icom.org/vlmp/  - Virtual Library Museum pages  

http://ce.eng.usf.edu/pharos/wonders/  - The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World
http://satftp.soest.hawaii.edu/space/hawaii/virtual.field.trips.html -- Virtual Field Trips of Hawaii
http://sln.fi.edu/biosci/heart.html - Virtual Tour of the Heart
http://www.theteachersguide.com/virtualtours.html - Teacher’s Guide to Virtual Tours
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/htmltest/rjn_bht.html - Virtual Tour of a Black Hole
Webquests:

Elementary:
http://edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/matrix.html - Matrix of Examples

http://www.nashville-schools.davidson.k12.tn.us/curriculum/webquests.htm - Webquests for Nashville Schools

http://sesd.sk.ca/teacherresource/webquest/elemmath.htm - Webquests for Elementary Math

http://sesd.sk.ca/teacherresource/webquest/elemsocial.htm - Webquests for Elementary Social Studies

http://sesd.sk.ca/teacherresource/webquest/elemscience.htm - Webquests for Elementary Science

http://www.sentex.net/~brenwood/Links/webquests_K6.html - Webquests for Elementary Studies K- 6

Middle School:

http://www.teachertidbytes.com/WebLessonPlans.html - Web-Integrated Lesson Plans
http://academynet.hughesacad.state.sc.us/web.html -- Webquests
http://itdc.sbcss.k12.ca.us/curriculum/webquest.html - Curriculum Resources
Secondary:

http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us/rcs_web/webquest/secondary_science_webquests.htm - Secondary Science Webquests

http://www.scs.k12.tn.us/SCS/trpages/hs_webquests/hs_web_toc.html - Shelby County Schools Webquests

http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us/rcs_web/webquest/elaines'_webquests.htm - Dr. Elaine Alexander’s Webquests (H.S. English)

http://www.rcs.k12.tn.us/rcs_web/webquest/pineault's_ss_webquests.htm - Social Studies Webquests

http://volweb.utk.edu/Schools/sullivan/colonial/quest.htm  -- Science Webquest sites
All listed websites were checked and working as of July 18, 2001
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